NORTHWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, WASH, Page 1
THE EPISTLES IIJ

INTRODUCTION:

The Rpistles are a distinct division of the Seriptures: (1)
being letters in form (Latin, "epistula" - letter); (2) looking
backward to the crossy (3) having in view neither Jew nor Gentile
primarily, but a new division of the human race, Christians, called
out from every nation,

All the Scriptures up to the Acts, except passages in the
Gospels recording the resurrection and ascension of Christ, look
forward to the cross, the central point in God's plan of redemption
and have in view, primarily, the Jew, The uprearing of the cross
and the events clustering around it, called for a new body of
Scripture explaining its meaning and the blessings and responsibil =
ities of grace,

Toward the close of His ministry Jesus revealed His purpose to
bring into being a new institution; namely, the church (Matt, 16:18);
but beyond laying the foundation of the church He did not go. No
word was given as to who were to compose it, how, when, and for what
purpose it was to be instituted nor what the relation of this new
body_ to Israesl and.the covenant promises was to be, Tle germ of
all that we shall find in the Epistles is in the teaching of the
Lord, but the growth and development is brought about by the various
ministries of the coming Comforter (John 14:25; 15:263; 16:12-15,)

In the Epistles, then, we have the unfolding of the meaning
of the cross, the development of the doctrines of the church, sup-
plying what the Lord had left ufhsaid of the "many things" that the
disciples were not able to bear,

Fittingly, Paul is the chief writer, His training in both
Jewish and Greek learning (“sat at the feet of Gamalielj" cf, also
Phil., 3:4~63 Acts 17:28), his birth ocutside Palestine, his strict
religious instruction, made him a suitable instrument of the risen
Lord for the confirmetion on the one hand of the unfulfilled pro=
miges to the Jew, and on the other hand of the position of the
Gentile believer in Christ,

A. His supernatural eall {Acts 9:1-19),

B. Personally instructed by the Lord (Gal, 1:15~2:6; Ephe 3:2-4;
II Cors 12:1-4,)

He did not receive the truth from the other apostles by hearsay
or tradition, but was conducted to the school of Arabia, where

he received by revelation the truths which form the subject of

his peculiar ministry (Gal, 1:11,12,16,17; 2:6-9; I Core. 1l1l:23;
I Thess; 4315; I Cor. 15:3)s

The distinctive ministry of Paul has relation to the new body,
the church, Thru him alone we know that the church is a
living organism or vital body, as distinguished from an or-=
ganization or association of persons, Thru him we know also
that the church is the espoused Bride of Christ, Thru him

we know the nature, purpose, and organization of local churches
and the right conduct of such gatheringse.
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Tiie Great Themes of the Zristles are;
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"“alvatlon by Christ thru faith (rewentsnce being pre-
SUPPOS according to Acts 2:38 and Acts 20:21) on
the grouna of His utonpmunt, upon the pri n0101@ of
crace alone.

e ¢4

"The chureh-as-the living body of the risen and glori-
fied Christ, and distinct therefore, on the one hand,
from the saved of all past ages; and on the other hand,
from the saved of ages ané epochs to come.

"The Holy S»oirit in His-wveried offices and rinistries
in relationship to the body of Christ collectively and
to the wvarious local churches.

"The walk. ssrvice and future destiny of Christians.
- - 4 9 e

"The reeepeiling—of-the-pew-eovenant of grace of this
present disnensation with the promises o national

Israel

”?na;”emlgkuLtergncaamaneLln{ tse course of this age,
its end, the coming of the Lord, atc.

"Incidentally this portion of the "Jord contains much

interesting, instruct1VL, and touehinge biogravhical
natter. Indeed truth is often revealed in and through
human experience rather than dogmaticelly,” --Scofield.
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THE EPISTIES IIl

Lesson One
I THESSALONIANS -~ (A.D.54)
(Read the Byistle thru at one sitting)

Thessalonica was a city of commercial and political importance
in the anostolic age. It was originally called Therma, but after
ward took the name of Thessalonica, in honor of the wife of
Cassander, who was the sister of Alezander the Great., It is now
called Salonica and during the World War was a base of Allied
onerations., It is about two hundred and seventy=two miles west of
Constantinople. Aneiently it was a powerful city, the capital of
one of the four divisions of Macedonia,

Thessalonica was visited by Paul on his second minissionary
journey in the year 52 or 53 A. D., that is about 23 years after
the crucifixion of Christ. (Read Acts 16 and 17).

Tet us follow the stages of this part of his missionary
journey:

Philippi, wherc Paul had establishéd a church and whers he
had been "shamefully cntreatsd" Acts 163 Thess. 2:2; Amphipolis
and Apollonia, where no stop was mate; then Thessalonica, The
distance from Philinpi to Thossalonica is about 100 miles and four
days would be consumed in Paoul's day in making the journey, very
probably Paul arrived in Thessalonica with back still laccrated from
his @ ful treatment in Philinpil. Prul and Silas evidently sought
employment in Thessalonica I Thess. £:1-12; 11 Theas, 517.0) & :
their supporte. While there, Paul preached three successive Sabbaths
in the synagogue, and, after the believers were gathered out, contin-
uved a ministry of teaching among them,

This church wag composed of a few Jews and rela tively larger
number of Greeks (probebly proselytes to Judaism,) among them a
number of "honorable women,"

The usual Jewish persecution followed Acts 17:5-9, and Paul
. and Silas fled to Berea and Athens, The persecutors turned upon his
newly formed church IThess.l:8; 21143 35:3,4. When the apostle heard
~ of this, his tender solicitude for their welfare caused him to send
. Timothy to establish and to comfort them I Thess, 3:11l=3, The return
of Timothy with good news (3:8) led Paul to write the Epistle.

T Thessalcnians was written, then, from Corinth shortly after
~ the r:turn of Timothy, to a church ocomposed of young converts who
- were undergoing fierce persecution,

The Epistle has a threefold purpose:l

1, To confirm the church in the foundational things which had
already been taught them. 1l:1 %o 2320,

8, To exhort them to go on to holiness. 3:l1 to 4:12,

3. To comfort them concerning those who had already suffered
death for their faith, or who had died in the faith. 4:13
to 5:28,.
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Lesson One = Cont'd,

This Epistle is perhaps the oldest, with the exception of
James, of the Christian documents and has much to say concerning
the coming of the Lord. c¢f, 2:193 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; etc, Some
misconceptions had doubtless arisen in the minds of the Thessalon=-
ians concerning this event and Paul connects all the themes developed
in the Epistle with the doetring of the Lord's cominge.

Lesson TWO.
A most suggestive outline has been given:

The Lord's coming AN INVSPIRING HOPE for the young convert, Ch, 1
The Lord's coming AN ENCOURAGING HOPE for the faithful

sérvant 2«3:11,

The Lord's coming A PURIFYING HOPE for the believer.3:12-4:12.
The Lord's coming A COMFORTING HOPE for the bercaved, 4:13~18,
The Lord's coming A ROUSING HOPE for the slecpy Christian. Ch.5

The teaching of thec Epistle as a whole seems to revolve about
the testimony of Paul concerning the Thessalonian believers in 1:3.

l. "The Work ¢f faith™ 1:3 , . . ."Ye turned" 1l:9

2. "The labor of love®™ 1:3 . « » «"TO scrve”™ 1:9

3. "The patience of hope"™ 1:3. « "To wait for His Son" 1:10
(Learn the two above outlines) :

Suggestive inductive questions for the student,

NOTE:=-Take the text of the Epistle and find .the answers to the
following questions in each chapter, Write out the
answers in your own words.

Chapter One

l, Who were Paul's co=workers in addressing the Thessalonians?

2. What is the believer's position? 1Is this a safe place? vs. 1

3. What shows Paul's real interest in the churches he had
established?

4, Is there anything worth calling to mind concerning them?

5¢ How did they manifest these three great elements of Christian

" character? vss. 9,10,

6. How did the Thessalonians know that they were elected (chosen)
of Gocf%

7. Find whgt characterized this Thessalonian assembly (4 points)

8. What great work has Jesus done for us?®

Chapter Two

1. Find seven characteristics of the model serwont of Jesus
Christ vss. 2,3,4,7,8,9,10,11, Try to statec them each in
one expressive word,

2., What should make us desire to walk worthily?

3. Is the word of God effective?(cf. I Pet. 1:23 also,.|

4, What is the portion always of the true believer, in some
measure at least? (cf. also II Time 3:12).
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5, Prove Paul's affection for these believers,

6, Who is the hinderer? How do you imagine he might have
hindered Paul in this case?

7« Explain the meaning of Paul in vss., 18, 19,

Chapter Three

l. What means did Paul use to find out the stuate of the
Thessalonians?

2. For what purpose did he send Timothy?

3. Did Pnaul have rezson to be anxious concerning them? Why?

4, What threefold report did Timothy bring back?

5« What effect did Timothy's report have upon Paul?

6, What great desire did Paul have?

7. What great virtue should every Christian possess? Is there
any incentive to growth in grace?

Chapter Four

l. Gather from chapter four the things that should character-
ice the believer's walk,

2., What is said about guietness and manual labor?

3. Upon what authority does Paul rest his doctrine of the
Lord's coming?®

4, What is the first event in connection with His coming?
The second? The third? ("Prevent" in vs. 15 means "go
before"),

5, Is this a generrl resurrcction of helievers and of unbelievers?

" {efy Rev, 20:15,68).
6, What is said of tihie eternal condition of helievers?

Chep ter Five

1, What prophaetic epoch follows the catching away of the chur ch?
" {ef, Jobl 1:15, 2i1is Isng 8110=22),
2., Does the opostle fix ths date of the caming of "the day of
the Lord"?
3, Will that day come in 2 time of fear and expectation?
4, What will be the affect of that day upon an unbelieving
world? :
5, To what is the believer exhorted in relation to the uncertaine
" ties of this life?
6, What should be the attitude of belicvers toward ministers
and toeachers?
7. What sin cgainst the Spirit is forbidden? Wk t does this
" meon?
8, Arec we to belicve everything we hecr, even from the pulpit?
9, Is sanctification a human or & divine work?
10. What passage unfolds the threefold naturc of man?

SUMMARIZING QUISTIONS

1., State the names of God given in this Fpistles In what re=-
" lationship is He most prominently presented? :
2, EBnumerate thce doctrincs mentioned in the Epistles TFind 2
* Scripturc for cach ona.
3, Summorize the teaching of the Epistlc concerning the Holy Spirit
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NOTE: Do not attempt to lcara the following outlinc, but
study through the cpistlo again, using this as a final
review before cxamination. ,

ANALYSIS OF THE EPISTLE
Chapter One

1, Salutation -- Paul's co=-workers vs. 1
2. Thanksgiving and commendation 2-4
3, Paul's preaching: their response 5,6.
4, Spiritual state of the Thessalonianse.
(a) Front rank as examples 7.
(b) Missionary: their faith 8,
5. Three tensus of the believer's life (Scofield).
(2) Turn from idols: "work of faith" 9.
(b) Serve the living God: "labor of love" 9. :
(¢) Wait for His Son from heaven: "patience of hope" 304

Chapter Two
The Model Servant of Christ
Paul's testimony of himself and co-worxers.

1. Entrance 1,

2. Zeal, suffering, steadfastness 2,
3, Ministry of the truth 3=6.

4, Love 7,8,

5. lobop 9.

6. Life omong them 10,

7. Exhortation 11,12, \

8. Response from Thessalonions 13-16,
a. Tender love and solicitude 17
10; Hindrance of Satan 18.

¥1, Reward 19, 20,

Chapter Three

1. Timothy*s return visit,
(n) His mission 1-8,
(1) To establish them in the faith 2,
2} T» comfort thom in tricl &
és) To encourage to press on in the face of difficulty
5"‘5 ™ 2
His report 6.
(1) Their Toith ond love 6.
{2) Ioyolty to and love for Paul 6.
2, Paul's rejoicing 7-0.
3, Paul'!s prayver 10~13,
(a) To seec them again 10,11.
(b) For their increase in love 12,
(¢) For their maturity at Christ's coming 13.
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Ghantq; Four,

Baul's gospel ==

l. Required holiness 1-8,

2, Taught love 9,10,

3, Industry and honesty 11,12.

4, Revealed the Lord's coming as the believer's hope 13-18.

Chapter Five

1. The Day of the Tord and the (Believing ) World.
; (Unbelieving)

(a) Time revealed 1,2

Eb) Sudden in coming 3.

¢} Church in relation to it 4-10.
%l) Illuminated 4,5,
2) Exhorted to watchfulness 6-8
(3) Deliverance promised 9,10,

2. Paul's closing exhortations and prayer. 11~28.
3

Lesson Three
II THESSALONTANS==(A.D.54)e
(Read the entire Eplstle at one sitting)e

This Epistle was written, possibly, very shortly after I Thessa-
lonians., Information had reached the apostle that besides the trials
and persecutions which the Thessalonian Church was enduring (1:4-9)3
they were "shaken in mind" and "troubled by deccivérs who taught that
they had already entered the "day of the Lord" (cfe Joel 1:1538%8 12
31143 Isa.2:10-22), instead of being caught up to meet the Lord, as
they had been taught by the apostle, I Thess, 1:10; 4:15-18,

Verses 1 and 2 of che 2 give us the pivet of the whole Epistle.
They arc better rendercd in the Re V., "Now we beseech you, brethren,
touching the coming of ocur Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together unto Him (I Thess, 4:15-18)3 to the cnd that ye be not
quickly shéken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit
or by word, or by Epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord
(I Thess, 5:1-4) is now present.

It is evident that false teachers were seeking to rob them of
"The blessed hope," even forging a letter as from Paul (2:R2). False
messages, evidently counterfeiting the gift of prophecy or inter=
pretation had been given (2:2).

The great subject of II Thessalonians then, is to set right
the relation of the day of the lord to the two phases of the coming
of the Iord, the rapture and the revelation, In I Thessalonlaons
Paul had set forth the first phase and now he elaborates on the
second phase.
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Suggestive questions for the study of the Epistlcs

Chapter One

1. What brethren werc with Poul when II Thessalonians was
" written?

2, For vhat does P:ul give thanks? Whcot iu their expericence
no% gave evidence that Paul's admonition to them in I Thess,
che 4, had not been in wain?

3. What were thosc Thessalonians passing through?

4, What gave clear evidence that the judgment of God in count-

* ing them worthy of His kingdom was righteous?

5, How would God deal with their enemies and when will their

full recompense come?

NOTE:--Read verse 7=="And to you who are troubled (now, because
of the persecutions they were enduring) there will be a rest (the
word "rest"™ here is a noun) with us (i. e., the apostles and all
the faithful in Christ Jesus) when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with the angels of his »arer,” In other words, when an
ungodly world is being judged by Christ at His revelation from
heaven, thc saints will be enjoyving the rest and tranquility of
His »nrescnce (I Thess.4:15-18g,

6, What to your mind is the most aiful thing about the punish=
ment of the ungodly? (vs.9).

NOTEs ~=Verse 10 rcads:=-="When o shall have come to be glorificd
in His saints and to bc admired in all thom that believe in that
day." The Greck aorist tense is used hors, indicating that the
glorifyving ef Christ in iz saints shall have takcen place, befare
the judgment of "the day of the ord.” It is after the trans=
lation of %the church, then, that the day of the Lord with its awful
judgments comes,

7. To what end is God worxking in perfecting the saints?

(Note carefully again the rendering of verses 1 and 8 of the
Revised Version in naragraph two at the beginning of the study.)

NOTE.~-We micht paraphrase these verses somewhat in this
fashiont Now we bescech you, vrothren, touching the coming (parousia=—
being present) of our Lord Jesus Christ and as touching our gathering
together (the same word is used in Heb, 10:85=="forsake not the
assembling of ourselves") unto Him, as I have alrcady taught you
in my previous letter(IThess,4:13-18), that ye De not quickly
shaken from your mind (i.e., the truth as it had already been taught
them) neither by some purported revelation given in the spirit realm
(some false manifestation supposcdly of the Holy Spirit) nor by a
message nor by a lettcr which sonc onc says is from me, that the
day of the Lord (mot the day of Christ=~Thce Grack text is clecar)
is now prescnt,

Paul clearly reveals that the day of the Lord, that peried

sz day of God's judgment,
snt, for certain events
sncc, had not yet

so often spoken of in the 014 Tostamoent as th
the great tribulation, could not thon be pres
which must come to pass, to indicate its pres
happencd,
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Suggestive Questions.

~ L,

20

3e

4o
Se

6e

7o

8.

In what three ways had false teachers endeavored to make
the Thessalonians believe that they were already in the
day of the Lord? r

What cde you understand by "the day of the Lord"? (See re-
ferences in paragraph one of the introductory noted, )

What two events will precede the day of the Lord? (vs, 3)e

NOTE:--The expression, "falling away," or apostasy, means
the desertion of one's faith, party, religion,

The expression, "man of sin," is literally "the man of
lawlessness or against law,” i, e.,, the law of God.

Describe clearly the character of the lawless one.

What temple is referred to in verse 47 What does this
necessarily imply?

Was anything restraining the manifestation of the "man of
sin"?

NOTE:==In verse 7 "mystery of iniquity" is again mystéery
of "lawlessness," Read=-"Only he who now restraineth,

~ will restrain, until he be taken out of the midst."

Vho is it that restrains the manifestation of the mystery
of lawlessness in the lawless one himself?

NOTE:==Let the student come to his conclusion by the follow=
ing process of logic suggestcd by the questions: Who are
flhe salt of the earth? Who is it in the saints that makes
them a preserving element in the world? When will the true
body of Christ be removed? When they arc removed, does

this imply that thc Holy Spirit will not exert any fur ther
influeneé in the world and that no one can then be saved?
(efs Rove 7313,14),

What will be the fate of the Wicked (lawless one)? When

will it be visited upon him?

9e

Who cenergizes the lawless onc? How docs He deceive the

: world?

10,

11,

What two things happen to those who will not receive the
love of thc truth? How?

How docs God. choosc us unto salvation? What must we do in
responsc to this? vs, 13 What mcans docs He use to choosc

: us? 14, z

\ &

12,

To what docs Paul cexhort thc Thessalonians? How would they
be enabled to remain stecadfast?
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Chaptcr Three

1, What did Paults request for prayer embody?

2, What particular form of disorderliness did Paul condemn?

3. What was Paul's example among them?

4, Could fellowship be continued with a disorderly brother?

5, Can you think of any reason why some were neglecting the
practical affairs of life in idleness?

NOTZe=-"The imminency of the Lord's return which had taken hold
of this church, had reacted in some cases in the direction of
ijdleness (cf. I Thess, 4:11,12), If He were coming so soon,
why such carefulness as to physical necessities? The answer

is practically that of John Wesley that if one knew He would
come tomorrow, the duties of today should be performed just

the same,"=--Graye

Paul exhorts them in both Epistles to attend to their own
business, work that they might be able to pay their honest
debts, especially to the worldts people with whom they dealt
and that they themselves might have their physical necessities
supplied., Pcople who are idle are almost without exception
those who meddle in other folks' affairs, tale~bearers=-
"busybodies in other men's matters."

6. For what purpose and in what xind of a spirit should an
unfaithful brother be disfellowshiped?

(do not attempt to learn the following outline, but study
through thoe Epistlc again, using this analysis as a final
revicw before cxamination.y

ANALYSIS OF II THESSALONIANS

1. Salutation 1-4,
a) Greeting
b) Thanksgiving for their faith, love, endurance in trial,

2, Comfort in nersccution,
(a) God's justice 5,6,
(b) Roward for faithful endurance 74
(¢} The revelation of Jesus Christ in glory 7-12.
% God's righteousncss vindicated in judgment on
the ungodly. :
(2) Saints rewardod at His cominge

3+ The day of thc Lord, 2:1-2 (cf.Isae2:10~22; Joel 1:15;
2:1; 3:14; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph. 1:14,15,
(a) Events to preccde ite
(1) Mystory of inigquity (lawlessncss) already working
in Paults 4~y 7. ‘ ’ '
(2) Apostasy. vse 3e (cfoIuke 18:8; II Tim, 3:1-33
T Tim, 4312 : : : s
(3) The man of sin. 2:3-12 (cf. Dane7:8,20,21%
9:126,27; John 5:43; I John 2:18; RGV.13)
(a) His identity.
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o

"™Man of sin (lawlessness), son of perditions”™ vs. 3.
(b) His character,
Enemy of God vs. 4
Blasphonous, proud vs. 4
é His miracles vss. 9, 10 cf. Rcv. 15:13
What restrains him vss. 6, 7
(e) His doom vs, 8 cf. Rev. 19:19, 20; 20:10
4, Avostate church and the world.
(8) Rsjucts lisht 10-12
éb) Receives delusion 11
¢) Damned 12,

(OJN TR e
St Ngt? Se®

5, Admonition, comfort, instruction to the brethren 2:13 to 3:15.
a) God's purnose in predestination 13, 1l4.
o) Exhortation to steadfasi¥ness 15,
¢} Consolation 16, 17,
d) Paults request for pray
(1) Effective ministry 1
(2) Deliverance from unreasonable men 2,

(e) God's faithfulness 3

£} Paul's confidence in thcir obedicncc 4

&) How to treat a disordcrly brothoer 6, 14, 15
h) Paul's examplc among them 7-9

i) Admonitiong==

To industry 10,

Against gossip 1l.

To ncaceablencss 12,

To sndurance 13.

To separation l4.

To charity toward the erring 19,

6., Benediction and subscription 16-18,
CALATIANS,

"Galatia was a province in the peninsula of Asia, The people
of this region were not of oriental origin. The Calatians, &s
the name indicates, wers Gouls, ‘'a stream from that torrent of
barbarians wrich poured inte Crsece in the third century before
Christ.! In the time of Paul, Galatia was part of the allwcon-
guering Roman Empire, That many Jews cof the dispersion also dwelt
in Galatis is evident from the address of First Peter 1:1. The
character of these oriental Guuls is sufficisntly disclosed in the
epistle itself, All secular writers confirm that impression. %All
writers, from Caesar to Thierry, have described then as susceptible
of quick impressions and sudden changes, with a fickleness equal
to their courage and enthusiasm,'" =--- Scofield,

The following scriptures are all the light we have as to Paulfs
ministry among them and their existence as a church or churches:
Acts 16:63; 18:23; I. Cor. 6:1; Gal. 1:2; I Peter l:l.

Authorities disagree as to the place from which the epistle
was written--Corinth or Eshesus=--bui this is nov important, The
eccasion of the writing of the cpistle is clearly unfolded by the
letter itself, and takes us back to the church council recorded in
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Galgtians :

the fifteenth of Acts, The Judaizing teachers referred to there
were dogging Paults footsteps everywhere, seeking to undermine the
preaching of a free gospei, based on the grace of God, In order
to do this they first must undermine Paul's Apostolic authority,
which they attempted, They endeavored to inject the necessity of
circumcision and other Mosaic observances as essential to salvation,
Good soil for the propagation of such doctrine would be found in
these fickle, demonstrative Gulatians, Cfe Gule, 1:6; 4893 43153
5:15, That many had fallen into the error of supplementing faith
by works is evident, Cfe 1:6+9; 3:3; 4:9=-11; 5:3,

Paul's apostleship having been called into question, he writes,
as to the Corinthians, to defend this and to restore these people
to the faith, The epistle is an able exposition of the doctrine
of justification by faith, apart from law-works of any kind,

The epistle is not written to a single church or churches in
one city, but to churches in the province of Gulatia ch. 1:2, The
epistle falls into three main themes, namely: Paul's defense of
his apostolic authority; an unfolding of the doctrine of justification
by faith; and the application of this doctrine to the daily life of
the Christian,

"Paul received these distinctive doetrines of grace which he
calls by direct revelation 'my gospel! and not by tradition from
the apostles who were the companions of Christ during His humiliae
tiones.Paul®s message was not an echo, however faithfully repeated,
of the earth teachings of His divine Master, Paul?s gospel derives
its authority from the risen Iord Himself, is the gospel of the
risen Lord Himsclf.,"

"The sternness of Galatians, then, is not the sternness of an
aroused controversialist, but the solemn Judgmnent of Christ upon the
perverters of His gospel-~the only means for tho salvation of the
lost, Much cerror is, in divine forbcarance, graciously borne with,
but Galatianism is thc destruction of tho gospcl, and, therefore,
intolerable to God, 'Lot him be anathema' is the necessary
sentence of love upon whomsoever (even Paul or an angel) would
preach 'another gospel!", === Scofield,

ANALYSIS OF THE EPISTLE TO GALATTANS.

Section 1.

Salutation 1l:1=-5,

Paul's apostolic commission received not from man, but from the
Lord Jesus Christ, and God the Father, Vss 4 gives the essence of
the true gospel.
Seetion 8.

The Theme, 1:6-«9,
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QUESTIONS ON LESOQIN ONE

Who were the Galatians and where is Galatia?

Page 13

11 callied themselves
n into gross im-

t they were calling
version of the true

l
a

f(u

When human merit in any desree is brought in, grace

What was the character of these people acéording to secular history?

According to the Epistle?

What was the occasion for the writing of the espistle?

Why did Paul again have to defend his apostleship?

Into what three main themes may the epistle be divided?

Whence did Paul receive what he calls "'my gospel®™, and what was
V. T & s

this gospel as contrasted with Galatianism?

From whom did Paul receive his apostolic commission?
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I. CORINTEIANS

Written by Faul from Ephesus, A. D. 57. Two epistles are addressed
to this church, which included not only these who lived at Corimth, -
but in the adjacent towns of Achaia (the upper portion of the Morea,
along the coast of the Gulf of Lepanto)e. Paul passed eighteen months
at Corinth during his second missionary tour, visiting the neighboring
cities, and establishing churches in them. Corinth was the great
centre of commercial traffic on the overland route from Rome to the
East, and also between Upper and Lower Greeece. Possessing the only”
good harbor in that cquarter, and being the shortest and safest route,
small vessels-were dragged across the isthmus, larger ones transhipped
their cargoes, and hence all the trade of the Mediteranean flowed
through it, sc that "a perpetual fair was held there from year's end
£0 year's end;" to which were added the great annual gatherings of
Greeks et the "Isthmisn Games®™ (to which Paul-alludes, I Cor. 9:24-27).

ts propulation, and that of-Achaia, was mainly foreign, 5

formed of colonists from Caesar's army; and of menumitted slaves (€.8e,°
Tertius, Quartus, Achaicus, Fortunatus, etc.), settlers from Asia Minor,
returned exiles from the Islands, and at this time a large influx of
Jews lately exprelled from Rome zActs 1822«

Paul's preaching in the synagogue was acceptsble till he boldly
testified that Jesus is the Messiah, when persecution set in, he
was rejected from the community, brought before the Roman governor,
and set up a rival church, His disciples were mostly of the lower
orders, partly Jews, but mainly Romen freedmen and heathen Greeks, who
became enthusiastic admirers of the a-ostle, Here he wrote the leatter
or both of his two epistles to the Thessalonians, and one to the Romans;
immediately after which he returned to Ephesus, and was succeeded in
his mission by Apollos, who also made many converts. The latter was
imperfectly instructed in Christianity, but was well versed in the
Jewish Scriptures, and very eloquent. There arose two factions - a
Jewish, clinging to a Pharisaic attachment to the law; a Gentile, prone
to push evangelical freedom to license, while keeping the right faith,
claiming to indulge in even heathen licentiousness. They Jjoined
freely in heathen- sacrificial feasts, degraded the holy communion into
a festive banquet, women threw off the usual eastern veil of modest
attire, and the Greek love of intellectual speculation and discussion
ran riot on sacred subjects, till appeals on Christian disputes were brot
before heathen tribunals, and morality was scandalized by even in-
cestuous intercourse.

Under such corruption, during three years, factions attained a
formidable height. Paul was defamed by the Jewish party, and rumors
of elarming disputes reached him, followed by a letter full of imquires
on metters of morality and doctrine, brought by a deputaticn of freed-
men., Paul had already despatched thither Timotheus, but now writes
the first epistle to the Corinthians from Ephesus (A.D.57), instead
of going to them, as he intended, because he deemed it his duty to stay
for the great Pan-Ionian festival to Diana, held that year at Ephesus.

Central and collateral truths in the first epistle to the Corin-
thians:
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THE RISURRZICTION.
Purity - Consecration - Steacdfastness.

Key thoughts: (1) Church order and discipline. (2) "Let all that
ve do be done in love™ (16:14).
Secondary keys: (14:40 and 7:29-31). See double address (1:2).

A careful study of this epistle, with reference to the character
of the epostle, will afford a fine illustratiom of the practical in-
fluence of those docirines of grace which he taught: for instance,
his awful sense of his responsibility as a minister, and his jealousy
over himself; his entire dependence for success on the divine blessing,
yet his diligent use of means; his prudence, fidelity =nd tenderness;
his humility - even while .sserting his =postolic authority; end his
little regerd for those gifts by which he was so distinguished, es
compared with charity, ie ee., Christiazn love. Such conduct {s a
pattern not only to ministers, but also to private Christians in every
agee :

For those who profess to have no sympathy with superstition, a=nd
little respect for authority, these epistles are peculiarly instvuct-
ive. They combine, in the most striking way, the utterances of a
liberal, manly spirit, with doctrines the most humbling. They cher-
ish the loftiest hopes for man znd for truth, and they tell us how
alone these hopes may be fulfilled, Further, these epistles more
than any other of Paul's writings throw light on the state of the
early Christian Church, ~nd on the evil tendencies with which the
Gospel had to struggle, even among good men,

Connection with the other parts of the Scriptures, Read in con-
nection with this epistle, Acts 18 and 1 9:10,

II. CORINTHIANS.,

Written from Ephesus by Paul, about the latter part of A.D.57 or
the beginning of 58,

This epistle was called for by the'effect of the first. - In the
interval occurred the riot at Iphesus, headed by Dementrius, cnd Paul's
expulsion, Timothy and Titus h=ad toth besen sent to Corinth, and at
Troas he waited their return in vain, till he was bowed down with
anxiety and evil foreboding, -Titus =t last brought sufficiently
cheering accounts: the church, as o whole, h=d bowed to its "father's"
reproofs; the incestuous man hzd been cxpelled =nd brought to repentance;
the Gentile license had been restrained; confidence between the church
and its founder had bsen restored, but the Judeizers had been reinfor-
ced by some bearing "letters of commendation" from some higher asuthore
ity, and now were arrogant in their supremacy. This epistle expresses
two conflicting emotions: (1) Thankfulness for the removal of evils;
(2) Indignation at the arrogance of his opoonents. The former epistle
is a careful and systemetic intellectual trestise; the lstter is more
emotional, expressing the gushing of a warm heart.

Central and collateral truths in the second epistle to the Corinthe
lans:s=
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II. CORINTHIANS.
The Eternal Future
Afflictions - Revelations - Glory

{ey thoughts: (1) Christian ministry and superiority over all
circumstances. (2) "OQur sufficiency is of God."

Reasons for a second epistle. 0f the seven Gentile churches formel-
ly addressed by the FHoly Ghost, the Romans, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians end Colossians received but one epistle each, and the moment
the contents of these various epistles are clearly understood, it will
be seen that nothing can be added to them. They are complete in them-
selves. But the reasons for second epistles to the Corinthians and
Thessalonians are equally obvious. The condition of these two churches
demanded second epistles; and it was not by chance, or oversight, or
forgetfulness on the part of the Holy Spirit to say something in the
first epistles which needed mention, that twe cof the ssven churches
are addressed a second time.

RONMANS.

The moral conditions of the nations to whom the Gospel came, Paul
has described in his epistle to the Romanse.

We find there were opponents to the Gospel at Rome, who argued
against it on the ground of the immoral consequences -which followed, as
they thought, the doctrine of justification by faith, and even charged
Paul himself with meintaining that the greater men's sin is, the greater
was God's glory (3:8). MNoreover, not all the Jewish members of the
church could bring themselves to acknowledge their uncircumcised
Gentile brethren as their equals in the privileges of Christ's kingdom
(3:9,29; 15:7-11). On the other hand, the more enlightened Gentile
converts were inclined to treat the lingering Jewish prejudices with
scornful contempt (14:3). It was'the aim of Paul to win the former
of these parties to Christian truth, and the latter to Christian love.
Two things the Jews then stumbled at: (1) Justification by faith with-
out the works of the Mosaic law; and (2) the admission of the Gentiles
into the church. Therefore, both these, Paul in his letter to the
church of Rome, studied to clear and vindicate.

For whom written? For the Christians at Romeo The neme of the
original founder of the Roman church has nct been preserved to us by
history, nor even celebrated by tradition,. I+ is therefore probable
that it was formed in the first instance by private Christians convertcd
in Palestine, who had brought back Christianity with them from some of

their periodical visits to Jerusalem, as the "strangers from Rome"”,
from the great Pentecost in A, D. 29 (Acts 2:10).

Central and collateral truths in the epistle to the Romans:
JUSTIFICATION AKD SANCTIFICATION.

Faith - Conflict - Peace - Consecratiom. .

Key thoughts: (1) Christianity unfolded. (2) Condemnation in sin,
and justification by faith through grace,
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God is kept prominently in view throughout the eplstle - his
neme occurring one hundred times in the book, and twenty-one times in
the- ‘opening chapter, where we read of the Gospel of God, the Son of
God, the righteousness of God, and the wrath of God. In connection
with this, we sse in the same chapter the progress of the human race
apart from God (v. 21), the results of humen culture (v.22), the
achievements of the human intellect (v. 23), the manifestations of -
humen virtue (v. 24), the end reached of human love of truth (v.25),
humen religion when man‘is left to his own resorces (v. 25), and the
true picture of society, after philosophy, science and art had done
their best for the Greek and Roman world (vs. 26-32),

CATHOLIC OR GEZNERAL EPISTLES.
JAMES

Written from Jerusalem by James "to the twelve tribes scattered
abroad," A. D. 62.

The design of this epistle was to erncourage the believing.Jews
under their present and approsching sufferings, and to corrsct several
errors into which they had fallen. ' Amid sins and iniquities, James
the apostle and Bishop of Jerusalem, w rote this cpistle -~ an epistle
of warning to Jerusslem -~ the last warning it received from the Holy
Spirit. Alone of the twenty epistles of the New Testament, this book
begins with no benediction, znd ends with no message of mercy. It
should be remembered thot among these "twelve tribes"™ were some who
were Christians, and some, of course, who had never advanced beyond the
Jewish faith; and if this fact is remembered, every apparent difficulty
can be readily explained,

Centraijand collateral truths in the epistle of James:
JUSTIFICATION BY WORK
Patience - Purity - Wisdom - Service - Benevolence - Prayer

Key thoughts: (1) Christian morality in and out of the Church.
(2) Religion justified evidentially before men by workse. The words
"hrother* and "brethren® occur sixteen times. "Patience® is also
frequent, in the sense of steadfast endurance in piety. The word
"perfect" occurs five times in this epistle. The preveiling error
which attended the introduction of the Gospel - and which Paul was
appointed to meet, especially in his epistles to the Romans and Galatiens
- was, that "nan is justified in part by works." As opposed to this;
Paul shows that we are justified freely by grace through faith alone, in-
dependent of the Mosaic law. But now, where the Gospel had been for
some time established, the tendencies of corrupt nature were to prevert
it by overlooking the importance of works as a necessary cvidence of
saving faith. Many professing Christians, it appears, were guilty of
partiality to the rich, contempt of the poor, censcoricusness, envy, con-
tention, covetousness, presumptuous disregard of God's pro idence, oppress
ion and luxury; and yet, confident of salvation, becnuse they held a
gpeculative belief of the doctrines of the Gospel. To show them the
unsoundness of such & faith 1s the objeet of the apostle's arguments;
and from the very example of Abraham, by which Puul illustrates the
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doctrine of justification by faith alone, he proves that it is of the
very nature of saving faith to bring forth good worksj; and that if

good works ere not the result, though a man say he have faith, he has
none which will profit to his salvation. ‘This epistle may be consider-
ed as of: the greatest practical importance, especially as a test of
cheracter to those who have long made a profession of religion. The
vigor of Abrahamts faith appeared in that, more than twenty years after
he was admitted into a state of justification before God, he displayed
its continued practical influence in his readiness to offer up even his
son Isezc at the command of God (compare Gen, 15:6 with chapter 22:9-12)
This fact-agaln is a2 lesson to us, and is decisive proof that justify-
ing faith, onck exercised, is'to be habitual, it is not so much an act
28 a statee.

EPHESIANS.

Written by Paul from Reme. The renowned city of Ephesus was visite-
ed by Paul A. D. 54, and whose earnest procleimrtion of the truth re-
sulted in the conversion of numbers to the Christisn faith, many of the
sorcerers burning their books, fear falling on Jew and Greek alike, the
name of the Lord Jesus being magnified, and the Word of God mightily
growing and prevailing. A Christian church was formed, the members
of which were commended for their faith and love; and the apostle
addressed this epistle to them from Rome wnile a prisoner there, A.D.G2.
It was not evoked by any relapse cor special errors, but was written
to confirm and strengthen the believers in the faith and hope of the
Gospel, and to give them some most important teaching in the deepest
and sublimest truths of the Christian religion.

Central and collateral truths in the epistle to the Ephesians:

Election - Redemption - Eternal purpose of God - Union
with Christ - Conflict - Victory - Rest.

"The style of this epistle shows remarkably the state of the
apostle's mind at the time of his writing it - a mind transperted with
the‘unsearchable riches of God's wisdom and love in the redemption of
men, though at the very time his body was restrained by bonds and a
prison. Of this his prayer for the Ephesiars is a2 very striking ex-
ample; yet, with a heart thus filled with heavenly things; his minute
attention to relative and moral cduties is very observable, as also his
resting the motive to every duty on the rslation in which we stand to
Christ and the Holy Spirit, It is sad to know that, years after-
wards, a church honored with such a revelation was rebuked by our Lord,
because it had left its first love (Rev. 2:1-7), and started that down-
ward course of the professing Christisn body thot is now fast hastening
. to a shameful and melancholy end. The candlestick has long been re-
moved out of its place in Ephesus; and the most advanced saint will walk
in darkness, unless he keeps his eye single and steadily fixed upon the
Lord Jesus Christ. This is a solemn warning to Christians in every
age of the fearful consequences of forsaking their first love." - Sel.
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Colossians

Written from Rome by Paul. The letter to the Colossians itself
gives us distinct information as to the cause which induced-Paul to
write it. Epaphras, the founder of that Church (Col. 1:7), -was now
at Rome, and he had communicated to the apostle the unwelcome tidings
that the faith of the Colossians was in danger of being perverted by
false teaching. Hence, the object of this epistle was to counteract
their errors and to establish the believers in faith and practice. The
anostle gives a solemn caution against the philosophiczl speculations
and carnal ordinances set forth by the false teachers, who appear to
have been speculatists, mere professors of Christianity, advocating
angel worship, occult science, the keeping of feasts,and a false
worldly humility and wisdom, thus endeavoring to combine the doctrines
of oriental theosophy and czrnal asceticism with those of pure Christian-
ity. H e sets before them the majesty and all-sufficiency of Christ,
as the source of all spiritual blessings. The attention is fixed
upon the person of Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice completes the typical
offerings of Judzism, crucifies the old man with his affections and
lusts, while the resurrection unfolds a new life in him, elevating the
soul above earthly objects mors effectually than mere mortification of
the flesh to gquench the emotions of the heart, according to 2 Stoic
philosophy.

Philemon., &

Written by Paul to Philemon, from Rome, Philemon, to whom Paul
wrote this epistle was an inhabitant of Colosse, and probably-owed the
means of hie conversion to the apostles; His slave, Onesimus, had run
awey from him to Rome, having, perhaps, been guilty of misappropriation
of his master's goods (verse 8). Falling into Pzul's hands, he was
converted to Christisnity, reclaimed to his duty, and sent back to his
master with this letter of reconciliation. It is remarkable for its
delicacy, generosity and justice. The apostle maintains civil rights
(even of slavery), maintaining that Onesimus, though under the liberty
of the Gospel, is still the slave of Philemon, and justly liable-to
punishment for desertion. The damage caused by his absconding, Paul
takes upon himself, playfully using his name, "Onesimus"™ (profitable
both to thee and to me), as & meens of urging his suit for pardon. A4s
the returning slave was the bearer also of the epistle to the Colossians,
it \wes probebly written at the some time (A.D.62), near the close of
Paul's first imprisonment at Rome.

=
Phil?ippians.

Written from Rome by Paul. Philiopi was a city of Macedonia, and
the capital city of a Romen colonye. It is distinguished as being the
first place in Europe where Paul preached the Gospel, about A,D.51
(Acts 16:12), Here Paul and Silas converted Lydia, came fnto contact
with heathen psgenism - the worship of evil spirits <« were scourged

5%&_;1&&21_59_&@@%@.@%@9.&@,9 aller's conversion, and the founding
of a faithful Christian community. The epistle was written during
Paul's first imprisonment at Rome{Acts 28).
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PhilFippisns.

The Phillippians were greatly attached to Paul, and testi-
fied their ~ffection by sending him supplies, even when laboring for-’
other churches; ond when they heard he was under confinement =t Rome,
they sent Epaphroditus, one of their pustors, to minister to his wantse
On the return of Epaphroditus, Paul, by this letter, acknowledges their
kindness. His leading object seems to be, while cautioning them
against Judeizing teachers, to urge them to higher atteinments in holi-
ness and mutual love; directing them to the wonderful condescension of
Christ as their pattern; his grace as’their strength; end presenting his
own excmple to enforce his precepts. It has often been remerked that
this epistle contains less censure 2nd more praise than any other of
Pault's letterse. It gives us a very high idea of the Christianm state
of the Phillippians, and the liberality which distinguished them above
other churches. The only blemish recorded as existing in the church
at Philippi is, certain of its members were deficient in lowliness of miné
and were thus led into disputes and altercations with their brethren

Two women of considerable note among them - Euodias and
Syntche bv name - had been especially gullty of this fault; and their
variasnce was the more to be regretted because they had labored earnestly
for the propagation of the faith. Paul exhorts the church with great
solemnity and earnestness to let these disgraceful bickerings cezase,
and to be all "of one soul and one mind",

HEBREWS

Written from Rome for the Hebrew Christians by Paul. The
gospel according to loses is explained and the "better things" of the
New Testament Gospel added; viz., The Son better than angels, 1l:4.
Christ better than Melchizedec, 7:7, Better Hope, 7:19. Better cove=-
nant, 8:6, Better promises, B:6. Better sacrifice, 9:23. DBetter
substance, 10:34. Better country, 11:16. Better resurrection, 11:35. -
Better thing for us, 11:40. The blood of Christ better than that of

Avel, 12:24.

This epistle was probably composed by Peul when in very strict
custody, either at Caesarsa or at Rome, A.D.62-64, just before his
martyrdom (II Tim. 4:6). It was addressed especially to those Arsmaic
Christians of Palestine who were exposed to severe persecution from their
fellow-countrymen, who adhered to the expected return of visible Zinry
of Israel. Brought up in fond reminiscence of the glories of the past,
they seemed in Christisnity to be rsceding from their reculier privileges
of intercommunion with God, as a favored peorles Angels, Moses, the
High Priest, were superseded by Jesus, the peasant or Nezareth; the
Sabbath by the Lord‘'s Day; the old Tovenant by the New; while the temple
and sacrifices were still in vogue, but virtuazlly obsolete. “hat, they
asked, does Christianity zive in their place? And Peul answers, CHRIST;
i.e., God for their Medinstor aad Intercessor; superior to Angels, because
nearer to the Father; to Moses, because a Son, not 2 servant; more Syu-
pathizing than the high priest, and more powerful in intercession, be-
cause he pleads his own blood. The Sabbath is but a type of the rest
in hesven, the New Covenant is but the fulfilment of the Old. Christ's
atonement is perfect and eternal, end heaven itself the true Jerusalem,
of whieh the Church is the temple, whose worshippers are all advanced
into the Holy of Holies.



_,/

NORTENWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE. WASHINGTON Page 21

EPESTLES II1I
ROMANS

LESSON ONE

General Remarks.

After writing Galatians, but at some time during the remainder of
his three-month's stay at Corinth, the apostle Feul wrote the great
Epistle to the Romans. 'Je know almost nothing of the church at Rome
during the apostolic period. + is not even known at what time, nor
by whet means, it was planted; but it seems clear that neither Paul,
nor any other apostle had as yet visited that metropolis. Reasons for
believing this:

1. Had any apostle been there, the spiritual gift would doubtless
have been imparted.

2. t was Paul's principle not to build on another man's founda-
tion (ch. 15:20,21; 2 Cor. 10:14-16).

"The church probably was founded by Jews who received the gospel
at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:10)."--Cray. The
Roman Catholic tradition affirms that FPeter was its founder and resi-
dent bishop. This claim rests purely upon tradition. It is incredible,
if it were true, that Faul should send nc sa2lutation to his brother
apostle. Neither is it known, except by inference from such passages
as 1:13; 10:1-3, whether the church at Rome was predominately Jewish
or Gentile. From the whole tenor of the eplstle, however, it seems
beycnd question to have been overwhelmingly Gentile. But all these
questions are of little iaportance to a right understanding of the
ecpistle, for it is not addressed to the ghurch at Rome, but "to all
cod's beloved, called saints, who dwell in Rome." It is not, then, 2
church epistle. Its theme is stated in 1:16,17: "For 1 am ROG ashaned
of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and alsc to the Greek."

Accordingly, the epistle does not concern itself with the rcvela-
tion of the distinctive position of the church, as Ephesians; nor with
the church lifec and order, as the Corinthian epistles, but with the
explanation of the Gospel in relation to personal salvation, blessing,
and conduct. In fact, the church is mentioned but once (16:23). The
foet that great numbers of Jews dwelt at Roae, over whom the apostle
yearned, led to the inscrtion of the groat passage (9:1 to 11:36) in
which cod is v.ndicated in His present dealing with Israel, and the
Gontile saints are instructed concerning their own position with
reference to the Jews, and informed that God has not "cast off His

pcople,™ but that He will yet save %"all Teraol ™

The epistle, therefore, explains, jllustrates, =nd defends the
gospel; applies it to the blessing of the individual, whether Jcw or
Gentile; instructs thc Gentile belicvers concerning their rclation to
the Jow, and lays down principles governing the Christian life.

The occasion of the writing of Romans is to be gathercd from the
apostle's statements in 1:8-13, and 15:14-33. Hc hed long desired to
visit the saints at Rone, nnd now that hope secms to be nearing recal-
izotion. He is about to go to Jecrusalem with gifts from his Gentile
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churches to poor Jewish saints, and purposes tlhen to go to Spain. That
journey will give hiu the long-coveted opportunity to see the saints in
Rome, impert to thea some gift, and discharge Lis debt to Rome by preach-

ing the gospel there also.

Naturally, the apostle would wish to announce before his coming
doctrines of truth revealed to and preached by him. Accounts of
ontroversies with Judaizing teachers would have reached the ears
e Roman saints, and the apostle Wou’a desire them to have his own
ement ¢of the doctrines which were assailed by the Judaizers.

b"OO

Just at this time, too, a safe ﬁrsu@nge* was qvallabie in the per-
sor. of Phoebe, a deaconess of the church at Conchrea, who was about to
visit Rome. These are the natural occasions of Eulq great epistle. 3ut,
back of all these ocessions, the Holy Spirit, the Author (as Paul wzs
the writer)! of Romans, Xnow thet this honorsd ﬁervan+ of Christ was about
to enter upon a se"*us of €Xp@¢16ﬂ06 which weuld for a long tine deprive
His penman of the gquietness of sp1¢1t and of circuastances which he was
now enjoying at Corinth, end which were necessary ror such a work.

LESSON TWO
ANALYSIS

The ehief divisions of Romans are so obhvicus thet even a cursory
{hasty superficial) rending reveals thieca, Tags centr 2l theme, be it
rcmeﬂbored is: The gospel as the rovelation of ths rightcousness of
God which is given to all mea, whether Jow or Gentile, upon the alone
condition of faith in Christ. This themeis developed in a sevenfold
way, exclusive of the introduction. The cenalvsis, thercfore, 1s as

follows:

r
17.

Introduction ané Theme. 1:l-
I. THE WHOLZE WORID GUILTY BEFORE GOD. 1:18 o 3120,

Note. 1In the stndv of this scetion the student should carefully
observe uhc g und of the condemnation of the four classes 1into

which the ap odle divides hww:nlty ;uq grouné of condcrmetion

is not sin as sin merely, but sin in the fece cf varying degrees

of light.

o

2
o
x5

"For the wrath of God is revealed fron hacaven against a
liness and unrightcousncss of men wh o hold dovr the truth (the truth
which they knew) in unrighteousncss.

In Scetion I the

h ~postlh applics ti
to four classes, thus divid

a ai
a1 ing thec sceotion

o
im 0D

1 41

4

A, Atheism condemncd becausc the being of God 1s pro ved by the visible
universo., 1:19, 20.

ture from the once

B, Idolatry condemmed boeause it is a willful departu :
known true God, and because of thc abominablo rcsul+s of 1%, JLikdw=

Sl'o
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Tthical moralizers (the heathen philos»phers), who discern the folly
of idolatry and the spiritual nature of *the 3usreme Being, condemned,
because, with conscience thus enlightened, they do not obey cons-

cience, 2:1-16,

The Jew, the man of privilege, who has the law, and who is the cus~
todian of the oracles of God, condemmed by the very law in the know-
edge of which he boasts, but which he hes transgressed. 23117 1o

a:20,

USTIFICATION BY FAITH IN CIRIST CRUCIFIED, the Gospel remedy for
humen Fhllt %:21 to B5:11, This section is irn three paris:

A

The doctrine of justi s rom the law, stated,
Siel=31, This part h vy he Gospel. Thes stu-
dent should therefore become thoro i with it. Here four
{”Got words require definition--rig usgtification, faith,
end propitiation., Rightecusness i ¢ senses in Scriop-

turec,

(1) self-righteousness or the doing of T hings required in the
law. This consisted not in unvarying obcdience to the moral
law, for, save Christ, no man ever achicved that; but in the
sorupulous offering of the sacrificcs, and in +hu obhservance
of the fornas of the c¢eremonial law. uke 18:9-14; Fhil. 2:
4-9; Heb. 9:9,10.

(2)' The "righteousness of God." By this (which is one of the key-
words to Romans) is meant, not God’ vn rightness of charac-
ter and ceonduct, but that rightress as manifested in Christ,
(a) imputed and (b) imparted to thc belleving sinner.,

Under law God reguired righbteousness froi man; under grace He
gives rightcousness to men. The following definitions are sug-
gestive and hc]pful: The righteousness of God is: "That
righteousncess wiich God's righteousness requircs Him to ro-
guire."--Cuniinghan.

"Phat righteousness of which God is tho Author; which is of
avail boeforc God; which mcots and securcs Eils approval.”-
Hodgc.

#That rlghtuO”hnOSS which t;@ yathur reguires, the Son be-
came, the Holy Spirit convinces of, &nc faith secures,"--

Brooks.
"The sun total of all tha
and Himseclf prov1dvo.' 11
"Christ Josus, who, of Go
Paul.

S

(“s

demands, approv

s madec unto us righteousness.--

(3) Righteousncss is used of the transformed charceter of the be-
lievers. Rom. 8:4; 1 Cor, 15:34; Phil. 1:11, etc,
Justification is the result of that aet of God which credi t
to every sinncr who excrcises faith in Christ, all that Chris
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in person, character, and work., Thi
on. It does Iot impugn (call in ques
3

use Christ has “eﬁdv identified 3
taking up his 'i&bl ity and answ rinﬁ f

is called imputa-

God's justice, be-
with the sinner by
t to God's law.

Q ct -+
o e

C

Faith is a trustful acceptance of Ch
lares concerning Him. John 3:34; (5:24, R.V.); 1 John 5:;9,10.
Propitiation. This word is the translation of a Greek word
used both in the Septuagint (the Greek vsersion of the 0.T.) and
by the writers of the N.T., for "mercy seat." Ex. 25:17,18,
21; Heb. 9:5, etc., It was upon the nercy seat that the atoning
blood was snrlnfl ed on the great dayv of atorement. Ex, 16:14,
The idea is not that God was made loving toward the sinner by
the shedding of sacrific2l blood, but that the sacrifical blood
evinced the sinner's acceptance of the righteous sentence of
God's holy law, so that God could still be just and yet be pro-
pitious to the sinner. The sinrer's fsith in Christ includes
"faith in His blood™ (3:25); thet is, faith in Christ as ™the
Lamb of God" voluntaily of;er;ng Hizise the sinner's behalf
in vindication of God's holy law, T 1 enables God to
"pbe just, and the justifier of hin thet believeth in Jesus.™

B

S
.
ie

The doctrine of justification b faith illustrated by the instances
of Abraham and of David.
The doctrine is not merelyv the assertion that justification

is by faith, but thet it is by faith whelly apart from law. The
illustra tions prove both points. Abrahan was justified by an act
of fajith centuries before the law wos *1vun, and at lcast fourteen
years before circumcision was given., e wos justified apart from
any question either of law obolience or circumcision obzdience.
David, on the other hand, a man under law, but who had most shock-
nely broken the law, is equally justified, and surely without
works. Note, also, that Abraham is usgcinot only to illustrate the
truth thet justification is by faith apart from law merit, but also
to illustrate the kxind of faith which brings justification. He be-
licved that what God had proaised He was cble to perform (4:16-21);
we believe that what God had promiscd Ho has promised (4:23-25).

In both cases the facts believed are supcernctural, A faith which
¢oes not include a belief that Josus dl,L for our offcnces and was
raiscd aogoin for our justification is fatally dofective; it is not
saving faith.

he Che O3l=ll,
¢d by foith, we have-~

The blessed results of justification by fci
Thesc results are seven. Being justif!

l. Peace with God. vs. 1

2. A standing in gracc. vVs. @,

3, A joyful expcctation of the glory of God. vs. 2

4, The obility to glory in untoward things because of what they

accoraplish in us. vs. 3

5, The love of God imparted to us by thg Holy Spirit. vs. O.

6., The Spirit Himself given to us. vs, 5.

7., Instecd of gullty fear of God, joy in Eims v8. 1l
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Crucifixion with Christ and a new life
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LESSON FOUR

the Holy Spirit, the

in
Gospel remedy for inherent sin. Ch. 5:12 to 8:13.

hu

In this great section the anostle takes up the deepest need of
manity. The race, without one individual exception, 1s guilty

because of sins done. For that need the gospel remedy, s we
have seen, is Christ's death for sinners But back of sins com-
mitted stands the man who comitted then. The death of Christ
has answered for his guilt, but the men himself reunains. Vhat
manner of man is he by nature? ‘hat is his history? What shall
be done for hint? For example, now that he has been justified by

faith, without law-works, shall he receive divine help henceforth

to keep the law? If his naturol heart is bad, shall it be changed
into a good heart?

A

The section is in five closely related vrarts

The race, descended from Adam
of sin; and the justified man 1
eous. vVss. 18-21.

eceives from him the heritage
thrcugh Christ, made right-

.
Y
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'.‘y’
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Christ, righteousness, life.

Note.--The doctrines of the belicver's union to Christ and
of Adamic hesdship, fully developed in the Corinthians, are
implied in Romens. The student shou 114 have in mind 1 Cor.
12:12-27 ana 15:22,43.

£ ,_

In the reckening of God, the belisver's unicn W1th ,nrlst be~
gan with Christ's death, and continucs in His resurrection.
6:1"'10.

God rcckons. 6:11;23.
God takes account
the dead to walk
rself as 2 man who
ving solely unto
trcet mysclf as

The belicver must reekon to be true vhat

The believer, in cffeet, must say: ™Sin
of mec as 2 men who was dead and is
in newness of 1ife, I, toc, will to
was put to dcath by Prvc‘P"xlcn and W
the God who raised me from the dcad. I Wil
God treats me." vss., 11, 12.

‘__IL-JQA O o
e S

This "newness of life" 1s nct only 2 now quality of 1life
received from Christ, but practical ¢ new yilcldedness.

Just as faith is the state whi ngs to the sinner 3usc1f~
jcation, so yieldecdnecss is the s which brings holiness

to the justificd saint. vss. 13-23. It is 1mp0551blw to
sec this too cleerly. "Ye were tho servants of sin" {ws, 17)
because the yielding was to sin. Thc fruit then was decath.
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The new yieldedness is of self unto God and of the members
unto righteousness, and the new fruit is holiness. The jus-
tified man, therefore, takes a twofold pogiticn; he accounts
hiaself to ve & living men who was dead, and he “'yields™
hinself to God to be made holy.

The relation of the justified man to the law, 6:14; 7:1-25,
1. He is not under the law but under grace. vs. 14. In that
fact lies the promise of his deliverance fronm sin. The law
could tell him to be good, but could not make him good. Grace
can. But the reason he is no longer under the law is that ae
is dead to it by his co-crucifixion with Christ. He was like

a wife married to law; but the wife dizd and is no longer under
the authcority of that husbanc. Now, in surrection, she 1is
merried to ancther husband, Christ Tas fruit of the foraer
marriage (threougni no fault of thes former husband, but throusgh
sin) was deatl; but now we may b“"L( Tforth fruit unto God,
7:1-6, Indeced, the believer should xznow that he could not
become holy by the lav. The law is hol f, just, and good, but
in his quustlflud state it only accused the evil that was in
him, and so slew him. Tt did show hinm his exceeding sinful-
ness, but 4id not meke him good. He got no déliverance so
long as he locked to law. 8 14-24,

it
E
e s
in

The justified men finds deliverance and victory through Christ
by the Holy Spirit. 7:2b to 8:13.

The deliverance from the deminion of sin which could not be
found through the law (7:22,23), nor through an awakened and
sensitive conscicnce (7:12,16,19), nor through a resolved will
(7:18), is found through Jesus Christ (7:25). The method of
deliverance is then disclosed. Therc is no condemation to
them who are in Christ Jesus. 8:1. Through Christ we have
received the Holy Ghost and EHe is a "lew™ supcrior to the law
of sin and death. Deliverance froa the dominion of sin(the
flesh, the old men) is wrought, not b~ law, nor conscicnce,
nor will powcr, but by the induol¢1“f of an omnipotcnt Del-
iverer, the Holy CGhost. The law could not do this, for it
imparted no ncw power; it only callcd upon the flesh to do
what the flesh was toc weak to do. Therofore God condemne

the sinful flesh to crucifixion in the offering of His Son.

Now, through the Spirit of 1lifc, the righteousness which the
law required is fulfiiled in (not ° e, buCﬂUSb we walk
in yieldedness to the Spirit's working.

3

The Go:pol is thus sccn to be in two grcat divisions. The
guilt of ch belicver, as having comnittcd sins, is met by
imputing to him the rightcousness of Cod; his decper need, as
inherently a*nf 11, is met by imparting to him righteousness

throush the Eoly Spirit. The first is justification, the
second sanctification.

Note. Positionally, the bcligvcr 2
(set apart for God) Jnrough the offer
opce for all." Heb, 10:10.,14; 2:1ls O

at once ''sanctified
f the body of Christ

this the Sprit 1s
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the seal end earnest. ZEph. 1:3. Prou: the moment of faith
the believer is accounted holy. Heb. 3:1; 1 Thess. 5:27;
1 Cor. 1:2. Experimen ta]ly, the believer is sanctified
through the work of the risen Christ as High Priest, the in-
o

welling Holy Spirit, and the Word. Eph. oo, o8 J0in
13:8:; 1 Cor. Brils dohn 17117 & Cors 73113 3 Thess. 5:22,
233 l John l.v.

We would not contend that a sanctified man in the second,
or experivuental, sense is a sinlessly perfect man, but a
justified man, who, believing in Christ for purlty and "yield-
ing his members instruments unte righteousness, and him-
self unto God as alive from the dzad," walks not after the
flesh, but after the Spirlt." Such an one will be cleansed
from all known and realized sin; though his growth in know-
ledge and zrace, and his constant fellowsh 1ip with the Father
and with His Son, Jesus Christ, mav bring to his knowledge
as sinful, things not before seen as such. "Cleansing,™ it
should be noted, is more than forgiveness; it is deliverance
from sin. Both operations of grace ere seen in 1 John 1:8.

LE330N FIVE

-

IV. THE FULL RESULT I BLESSING OF TiX GOSPEL. 8:14-39.

Having stated the full results of justification (5:1-11) and the
Gosrpel method of sanctification (5:12 to 8; b % cxe apostle may now sum
up in one sweeping stuteqent the full b]bggvif of uhﬁ Gospel which

\"‘

he began (1:16, 17) by declaring it to be "the 1 er of God unto salva-
tion." Though in strnctnuos, as we qvve segen, the firUt thirteen verses
of chapter 8 form ths conclusion of the long Efﬂ“ﬂhﬁt which begins with

the declaration (6:14), "Sin shall not h e ﬁo on over you, for ye
are¢ not under the law, but under grace'" "T?ll, the eighth chapter in
itsclf forms g complete atatclcnt, and should bc studied as a whole.
Tt falls into natural divisions, as follows:

A, To believers in Christ there is no possible condemnetion. Christ
had died for their sins, and they have dicd to sin by the same
gProas: Bils

work of Christ for thenm,
¢ of the Spirit in them,

(o}

B. Having boen accounted rightecus through th
believers arc made righteous through The wors
8:2-13.,

C. 8:14-16, The Spirit makes actual to helicvers thelir new position
as sons of God.
1. He leads them.
2. By Him they are sblc to cry, "ibba,™ Father.
%, He witnesses with their spirits to their sonship.

D. 8:17-30. The apostlc roveals the amazing fact that bcceause believ-
ers are children of God, they are also heirs of God, having joint
heirship with Christ. But this joint j:LiShif begins at once, and
includes suxfcrlng with Him in this present tine as well as glory
with hin at His rceturn. But there is so little suffering in conpar-
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ison with the greatness of the glory, that, indeed, there is no
real comparison.

The whole creation fell with its head, Adam (Gen. 3:17,18); it
is SubJer to vaﬁltv- under the bondage of death; and groans and
travails in pain. VWe also, for a time, zroan, though we have the
firstfruits of the o“irlt for we have not yet our spiritual bodies.,
The Spirit groans also in inarticulate intercession, because He,
too, is indwelling this body in whick we groan w1fh the groaning
creation (though He helps our infirmities). But the creation is
to be delivered into the glory of the liberty of the sons of God.
It is ours and is "waiting"” for us. Thus, though we are still
called to suffer, we suffer in hope--hope of our "revealing" as
sens of God; hopu of our renewed, spirituel bodies, hope of en-
trance with Christ into our jozn inheritance, the delivered creation
--and so we "wlth patience wait," even though suffering. Besides,
faith ‘nterprntq "all things™ as ac+1vo¢v ooopcratlng for our gool
and this gives comfort and fortitude.

And then follows another rovelation of truth for the stay of
suf lcrinp saints; we are in a process the end of which is surec.
That end 1s absolutc conforaity to Christ. "For whom He forekncw,
Ec also forordainecd to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brothren." And then the
process is disclosed: "And whom He forarculnud them He also
called, and vh0ﬂ He calloﬁ, them Hc also gL&t;fiod and whom He
Justified them He also glorified.®

the Tull triumph

B:51l-39, This wegnificent passage bri 1t

70 s for him. The apostle
o
WJ

of the belfover in Christ. In e word, God i
rises to his highest note of exultation, "Wi
Anc rot only BhJ* but who shall even lay a
of God's c¢leet? How can we boe bro ught agcin to the bar of justice
who have alrcady bcon-~uot acquitted but--justificd, dcclared flaw-
.r
&

can bc against us? "
vthing to thc charge

lessly righteous? Cen anyonsc chargoe us beforc God in the face of
Christ's perpetual intercession? No, for L.utely nothing in
heaven, earth, or hell can separste us from Christ's love.

JJO
n
00
173

ESGON SIX

Thie Gospel docs not sot as ve covenant oblications
and proaises of God to Isr:u &

This great passege is really o porenthesis. Chapter 12, which
begins "I besecech you, thorefore, br bttLou, by thoe mercics of God
that ye prescnt your bodics, ete.,™ is the roesumption of the line
of thought and revelation ab“1ptly ‘rt;rruntr' at the cend of
chapter 8, But, as FProfossor Stifler hlo pointed out with a
clearncss and force uncqualed by any othcr coicntator on Romans,
logic requircd the spostle to insert this scetion at this procise
point., It is convcnicnt for us to forget the Jow. It is easy,
too, for, usually, Christisns know almost nothing of the distine-
tively Jewish covenant and promise., PFyrthormorc, there still
lﬂrﬁcrs in somc +inds h 0ld and often disproved notion that
Christicns are now the truc Isracl. Bub to the apostolic church

vt

the question of the reclation of Fud-oism to tho now institution,



NORTHWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE. SEATTLE. WASHINCGTON Page 29
EPISTLES IIT

ROMANS
was answered with apostolic clarity.

In this great passage we see three major truths relative to Israel.
In chapter nine we see Israel's Election, in chapter ten Israel's
Rejection, and in chapter eleven Israel's Restoration. The apostle
clearly points out that Israel's Rejection is only partial, and not
permanent.

A. Isragl's Election . Ch, 9
Paul's solicitude for his kinsmen ver, 1-3
The sevenfold privilege of his kinsmen ver, 4,5
The two kinds of kinsmen ver, 6,7
The distinction illustrated ver, 8-13

The distinction is between Israel after tiie flcsh, the mere natural
posterity of Abraham, and Israelites who, through faith, are also
Abrahem's spirituasl children. Gentiles who believe are also of
Abraham's spiritual seed; but here the epostle is not considering them,
but only the two kinds of Israelites, the natural and the spiritual
Israel (Rom. 4:1-3; Gal. 3:6,7, Cf., John 8:37-39),

*

o)

The Jews imagined thet the word of God must fail if all their nation
were not saved (9:6). The proiise wes not to the children born of
Abrahan's body but of Abraham's fait!

N2

¥]

i
C

e

God's election and mercy are under His sovercign will ver. 14-24

cod's sovereignty in election has always been the only door of escape,
man's only means.:.of salvation. If God had dealt with mankind in
righteousness alone all would hove perisihed; but he employed His sov-
ereignty in order to have mercy on them.

The failure of Israel to accept the Diving Plan, and the call of the
Gentiles VoI, 25-33

In this section we see how the prophects forctold thc blinding of
Isracl, and of the “short work" donc "in righteocusness" by the Lord
among those who "attaincd to rightcousnsss, c¢ven the rightsousness
which 18 of falth".

Be. Isracl's Rejection Ch, 10,

In this chapter we se¢e it wasn't God that rcjected Israel
but it was Isracl that rojected God., Ths
backslider. Israel's rejcction of God's sclvation wes caused

through:
1. Zecal without knowlcdge Yere 2.3
cf. : Phlls 556

Tukc 23: 34
Actg 3:17
I Cor, 2:8
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3. Failure to acknowledge the universal opportunity Ver., 11-13

4. TFailure to see the necessity of the Gospel Ver, 14-16

Paul's bold defenss and postive argument Ver, 17-21

The lesson of the whole chapter can be sumued up in these words,
unbelief made the righteousness of God to Israel of none effect.

C. Israel's Restoration Cha 11,

The chapter opens with the apostle asking the question,
"Hath God cast away His people?" His argument against such a
thought is threefold:

l. The fact of his own salvation and of the spiritual

remnant saved in exactly the same way Ver, 1-6
2. National Israel is judicially blinded Ver. 7-25
3. Nationally, Israel is yet to be saved Ver., 26-32

We see from the parable of the 0live Tree that the "good
olive tree™ is not rooted up and destroyed and a "wild olive
trece" planted in its place, but it still remains alive and gives
life to both the "good™ and "wild"™ olive branches.

This is a truth that Christians would do well to take hced to,
"Boast not against the brenches ..... for thou bearest not the
root, but the root thee" (11:18).

The answer to all the perplexing questions relative to Isracl is
found in the apostle's final contribution to his argument.
ver. 33-36

Thus we sec the finite bowing to the Infinite!

LESSON SEVEN

VI. PRACTICAL DUTIES QOF THE SAVED Chap 12:1-15:33

The apostle is quite as careful to point out theduties of
the justified as well as the resulting blessings. Christian life
and living should go together.

1. Duty to God ver., 1, 2.

Consecration to God.
No conformity to the world.

2. Duty to the church ver, 3-8
With humility

In service
By our "gifts"
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Duty to the brethren
Practical Christianity
Duty to our cnemics

"Avenge not" (19)

The better way (2

“u

1)

Duty to the state

"This was an admonition very needful for the Jews".

of citizenship. (Wesley).
"This was written beforec the Imperia
to persceute Christiaans." (Cony. &

NGTON

Pege 31

var. 9-13

ver, 14-21

Ch, 13:1-14

Duties

1 Government had begun

Howson) .

Duty to fulfill the law of love concerning doubtful

things

This sub-division is taken up with
brother; how to win him and xnx
Thus we have the following four

e

.

Truec religion is full of considerstion for

¢ hia strong in t
thoughts:

Ch, 14:1-15

1~
WGEL&

¢ faith.,

how to treat a

o it

the weaker

brother A4 1~-18

The Kingdoa of God is rot meat amdérink  14:17-20
The law of love demands sclf-sucrificc 14:21-23
Sympathy and self-dcnial are ths strong man's arms of
merey 15:1-3.
Note the examplc of Christ.

Duty to consider the oneness of Jewish and Gentile
believers in Salvation Ch, 15:4-13
Christ is seen as the center of the:

Believing Hebrew fellowship in - verac 8.
Believing Gentile fellowship in - verse 9.

Believing United fellowship in -

A

FASN

an
'

The Apostle expresses his Duty

Note how prcoctical the Apostle Paul was

ing of the "poor saints which are o
£ P

verses 10,11.

Anticipation Ch., 15:14-33

cn to the mention-
Jcrusal a" (26), and

t

his duty to minister this contribution to thea
sealed to them
L (28)

"7hen therefore I have performcd this,
this fruit, I will couc by you into Spoi

LES30IT EICHT

VII. THE OUTFLOY OF CHRISTIAN LOVE Ch. 16:1-27
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This section falls intc the following divisions, namely:

Comaendation of the bearer of the opistle. vyer. 1,2

The first name mentioned is that of a2 women, who was a
"servant" of the church at Cenchrea which was the port
of Corinth. Note what is said of her.

Personal grectings VCre 3-16

Twenty sevon names appear here, seven of whom arc women.

It is interesting that the first namc in the list is that of
a woman - Priscilla.

Some imply that she was a much morc glfted speaker than her
husband; howover, they were one in the work,

Threc groups of believers nppear at this time in Rome:
I

l, The first cnjoycd the ministry of Priscilla and
Aquila, in whose house the group met VO o 3=9

2. The sceccond wag ministered to by the five brethren
mentioned in versc fourtceen ver. 14

%3, The third was ministorced to by T 1¢ fiveleaders
mentioncd in verse fiftcon, thrcec of whom wore
women ver., 19 158

The words "with them" (14,15) make it clear that the five
respectively mentioned were lcaders, minlsters or Overscors.
Thesc terms can be sSynonymous.,

A postserint of admonition ver. 17-20
Note the two words "mark" cnd "avoid" var. 1%

Note the two outstanding methods of the decciver,
by his "good words" and "fair specechas", ver. 18,

Note the two golden rules of safot r, "wisc unto
that which is good" and "simple concerning evil.” TOre 19.

Note the promise of Satan's defont vere 20
Grectings froun Poul's fricnds in Corinth ver. 21-23
A brief postscrivt reminding thom of the wonderful teocching
of the cntire ¢pistle Vor, 29,28
The closing doxelogy ver. 27

Note the numbcr of times he tried to bring the cpistle, or
lCtuOr to a close:
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The first time Ch. 15:13
The second time Chs 15:33
The third time Ch, 16:16
The fourth time Ch, 16:20
The fifth tinme Ch., 16:24

The sixth and last
time Cha 16227

Thus ends what Coleridge termed as "The most profound work
ever written™, Paul's Epistle to the Romans.
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I EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY

TIMOTHY, the son of a Greek father, and a Jewish mother, Eunice,
who had carefully instructed Tiiothy inthe 0l1d Testament Secriptures,
was converted to Christianity by the preaching of Paul after his visit
to the region of Lycaonia A.D. 51. Timothy became his 'own son in the
faith' and companion to the great Apostle in his missionary journeys.
Circumclsed‘by Paul 'because of the Jews'!, we lose sight of him during
the Apostle's confinement at Caesaraea; nor does he seem to have shared
the perilous journey to Italy, bdut joined him soon after his arrival
at Rome, and was with him during his first imprisonment. Philemon I.

The epistle was written in Macedonia, probably about A. D, 65, and
a short time prior to Paul's death, which occurred about A. D. 68,

OBJECT: The Apostle wished to encourage Timothy amidst the diffi-
culties of his position at Ephesus, owing to the licentious worship of
Diana, and the moral disorder which heretical tcaching had brought with
b 138 He desired also to lay down certain principles of Church Organize-
tion, and to aid him in his struggles against false teachers who were
perverting the minds of the disciples, and blending with the faith the
s%btilities of Greek philOSOphy, Jewish superstititn and Oriental spec-
ulation.

THE KEY VERSE: 1 Tim. 3:15, "That thou mayest know how thou bughtest
to behave thyself in the House of God."

The Divisions are according to chapters:--
1, Rebuke of Unsound Doctrinc.
2. Prayer, and the divine order of the sexes.
3., Qualifications of Elders and Deacons.
4, The Walk of & Good Minister of Jecsus Christ.
5,6. Work and Message of a Good Minister.

II EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY

The Second Epistle was written from Rome during the Apostle's
second imprisonment. After his release from his first confinement Paul
resumed his labors in Asia Minor and Macedonia. During the terrible
persecutions under the tyrant Nero, Paul was arrested again and sent
to Rome, This imprisonment was much more severc than the former. Not
only was he chained to a soldier, but he was treated es a malefactor
(2 Tim, 2:9) and after a while put upon trial for his 1life. Realizing
that the end is near, but sustained by an unswerving faith, he is look-
ing forward to the orown awaiting him.

On this occasion no friend or advocate stood by him to cheer and
encourage him (2 Tim. 4:16). Alone and unaided he pleased his cause.
The Apostle longed for the society of Timothy, and resoclved to write to
him for the last time, and bid him come to him with all speed and receive
his parting injunctions,

Soon after writing this epistle the great Apostle was bsheaded by
the order of Nero. His healless corpse weg buried in one of the vaults
in the catacombs below the city of Rome,
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The Epistle may be divided as follows:-
I Steadfast Christian character and service

in a time of Apostasy Chap. 1 and
ITI The Coming Apostasy: the believer's 2

resource - the Scriptures Chap. 3
IIT The Apostle's closing injunctions,

and triumphant testimony. Chap. 4

1 EFISTLE OF PETER

SIMON PETER, a fisherman of Bethsaida, was one of the foremost of
the Apostles who flung open the gates of the Church to three thousand
of his own countrymen on the Day of Pentecost, and admitted the first
Gentile family by baptism into the same fold., Later, his work as an
tApostle of the Circumcision' took him eastward to his own countrymen
scattered through Pontus, Calatia, Cappadocia, Roman Asia and Bithynia,
and to them he addressed this letter, probably about A. D. 63,

OCCASION OF THE EPISTLE. He was apparently induced to write it
because, through Silvanus, he had learned that the Jewish Christians
in these countries were exposed to a cruel persecution, and were
accused of being evil-doers, and of preaching rcvolutionary doctrines.
A wave of fanatical hatred against the very name of *‘Christian' was
at this time passing over the Romon Empire, and was fanned into a
flame by the example of Nero himself. Accordingly the Apostle felt
bound to comfort the members of these Churches suffering from the storm
of fiery trials, and to encourage them to stand fast in the faith.
It is a stirring appeal to believers in this timec of bitter persecu-
tion. But their security is in Christ, who also suffered and by suffer-
ing redeemed us to God. He is held up as the believer's source of
strenth in these trying times. Peter also instructs these converts
in the attitude they should maintain to temporal powers under these con=-
ditions.

THE EPISTLE is in three parts:
I The believer's life in Christ, His election, sanctif-
ication, resurrection ond joy in spitec of suffering.
Chape. 1 2nd 2.

II Exhortations for a suffering Church in view of the
sufferings of Christ. Chap. 3 and 4.

III Christien Service in view of the Return of the Chief
Shepherd. Chapter 5.

II EPISTLE OF FETER

THIS EPISTLE refers to the first Epistle of Peter and bears strong
resemblance to the Epistle of Jude. The Epistle is also addressed to
Asiatic converts, but the date is uncertain. It was ppobably written
shortly before Peter's death, hence the writing could not have been
later than A.D. 68. "It is only as we get o vivid picture of this
Apostle standing in the midst of persecutions, this general breaking up
of things, secing the ravages made by the mockers and false teachers,
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and with death just before himn, that we csn understand with what earn-
estness he is appealing to these believers,” It is valuable as contain-
ing the last words to his converts of one of the orlginal Twelve, for
the mention of tue Transfiguration as seen by an eye-witness, and for
the comnendation of Paul and his Epistles.
THE EPISTLE IS I FOUR DIVISIONS:
I The great Christien virtues. Chap. l:l-14

II The return of Christ, illustrated by the Transfiguration,
and confirmed by the Scriptures Chap. 1:15-21.

IIT Varnings concerning apostate teachers, Chapter 2.
£ 3

IV Return of Christ as Judge in the Day of the Lord. Chap. 3.

EPISTLE TO TITUS

TITUS, & Greck by birth, snd addressed by Psul as his 'owmn son af-
ter the common faith!' (Titus 1:4) was n»robably converted by the preach-
ing of Paul during his first missionary journcy. He was the first
Christicn convert who was not circunciscd, and was taken by the Apostle
to Jerusclem to try the mattor, when the Council deccided ngainst its
necessity (Acts 15: Gal. 2:3). Morc than onec he had been sent to
Corinth to order matter therc, und his vigor and practical officlency
now qualificd him to presidc over the C urch in Crcte.

OBJECT OF THE EPISTLE: It is not known whon the Ghurch in that
island was founded, but thc position of Titus was onc of pooculiar diffi-
culty, for thc pcoplc werc notorious for immorclity, instability, and
lying (Titus l:8@)}2A Thc Apostlc therofore desirces to cncourage him in
confronting the opposition hc was likely to cncountor, nnd writcs glv-
ing - condonscd codc of instruction on doctrinc, aorals, ~nd discipline,
which much rcscmblcs thnat in thc First Epistlc to Timothy.

THE EPISTLE moy be divided into two parts:-
I GQualifications ond Funetions of Eldcrs Chopter l.

II Instructions to Pastors Chnpters 2 2nd 3

The writer of this Epistle describes himsclf ns 'the servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thc brother of James'. By this Jhaos it is

thought that no othor can be intended thot ‘Jomes tho Lord's brothor'!
(Gal. 1:19), and first Oversccer of the Church 7t Jorusalam.

i

IN THIS EPISTLE the writor statces th-t he hns becon wmoved by the
dangers of the time to urge tham to contond for tho fnith 2nd not hecd
the tooaching of ungodly mon, who werce turning the grace of God into
insciviousncss., In denouncing thosc hercsics, he ¢~lls nttention to
the backsliding of Isracl in the wilderness, the £all of the Angels,
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the stricken cities of the Plain, the judgnents visited upon Korah,
Balaam, Sodom and Gomorrah, ne axiir is that udOY qnlglﬂd in their love~
feasts for impure purposes, and were no bstter than the rainless clouds,
withering trees, wandering stars. e bids his readers build themselves
up in faith and prayer and love, and not shrink from T“ebx.lkin{.z, those

who needed rebuke, and closes with a heuarty ascription of pralse to

God.

TIIS EPISTLE may be divicded as follows
I Historicel examples and warning against apostasy.
II Apostate Teachers described.

IIT Comfort for True Saints.

I EPISTLE OF JOIN

This Epistle is a 'Pastoral' or family lectter from the Father to
His "little children" who are in the world. The "orld 1s viewed as
without. The sin of a believer is treated zs o child's offencc against
hig Father, and is dealt with as a fomlly ﬁﬁt or. The child's ain a8
an offence agoinst the Law has boen met in the Cross and "Tesus Christ
the righteous®" is now his "Advooqto with tbe Fﬁthcr The Epiutlu, we
boliovb, wag addrcsscd, likc the Apocol sta, to tho Churchcs in Asia,
where John during the last thirty vonrs of his 1ifc was so pronlnant.
Hc scoks to refute thoe tecachlings of tho Qno tics who denicd the incar-
nation of Jecsus. John bronds this falsc ~ching ~s tho doetrine of
Antichrist, and the sign by which f-lso yloﬁ ¢ts mny be discorncd. He
deelarcs in tho most positiwve manncer four sre~t truths: the inearnd-
tion of Josus; the foet of sin; the fret of pronitintion ~nd pardon;
rogenerotion by the Holy Spirit.

i

-
4

c‘i‘

The Bpistle moy be divided as followse-

I  The Pamily with thv uthur - The incornnte Christ the
gro&nc o7 tho bulicverts spiritusl 1ifo, Chaptors 1-3

II Tho Fanily in the world - The significanec ~nd conscious-
nsss of the rogencrated lifo Ch pters 3 - 4.

II EPISTIE OF JOIN
The SECOND EPISTLT contains only thirtoun verscs, cight of which
arc found in substnonec in the first. It wos probably written from
Ephousus.

It is addrosscd to the 'Elecet Lady on
thought by somc to 'tho Church' or to -~n individunl known for hor
ominont pioty. In oithor ensc the tonehing of the uplgtlc 1s cloar,
Attontion is ér-wn to the oxisting herusy, ~nd warning given cgninst
supporting folsc tcnchors. Truc christions 2ro cxhortcd to porsovaerc
in love, f£aith, nnd godlincss, and to bow-rc of those fnalsc teachors.

d‘ux'chiWﬂron' which is
nd
f
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The Apostle John addresses his third letter, not to the church as
such, but to a faithful man in the church for the confort and encourage-
ment of those who were standing fast in the primitive simplicity. He
censures Diotrephes, who had exercised unchristian suthority over the
church; and rejected the Apostolic letters and authority. He had refused
the ministry of visiting brethren and cast out those who received them.
Historicelly, this letter marks -the beginning of that clerical and priest-
ly assumption over the churches, referred to in the Book of Revelation
as Nicoleitanism. Demetrius, on the other hend is commended for his
goodness and loyalty.




