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3. For a written test remember the following faotg:-

/e are commenting a new division of the book’'of Genesis.

The first eleven (11) chapters, forming an irdrochetion
to the history of the Hebrews and gsovering a3 nertiad ol :
abeut 2000 years, giv® us the histcry of the hu 1003
and explcin why a plan of redemption was made necesssry.

The rewaining chdapters tell us how God began to work out
His plan through individualg who became the encesicrs of
the ghosen nation. : =

As the root is to the stem, so is the first diwisicrn of
Genesis tc the second,

>

4. What was God's purpose in séparﬁting Abraham from
heathenism? ek

~ Abrahem was a Chaldean shepherd who lived outside the
¢ity of Ur. God's purpose in separating him from heathen-
i1sm was that he might become the father of a geparated
nation which should become a blessing to the other nations,

' Spiritual Lesson: Like Abraham, God's people are

.pommanded to separate themselves from the defilements of
he world. "Hebrew" comes from a word meaning "to_pass
over". Therefore, "Hebrew" may mean immigrant or stranger.

5. What promises did the.Lord.givé him as a compensation
for his.consecration and sacrifice? Chapter 12:1,3.

‘How often was this promise repeated, with variations
and additions, throughout Abrahamt!s life? Usually after
what kind of an expérience on Ahraham’s part was it
repeated? e ~

WhatAmade part of this-promise seem impossible'of fui-

f{llment- at the timg?
o / I

s ‘A great name
(1) Personal

A blessing
A blessing to others

(2) National .{ Nation "Israel"
: ‘ -{ Land "Canaan"

(3) Un%?arsal ( The blessing of all nations..

‘See. Genesis 12:2, 6-7, 13:14-17, 15:5, 18-20, 17:1~8,19,
16, 1s:18, and 22:18-1s. o :

The‘cqwéﬁant\was renewed with Abraham, after testing,
liscouragement fear, and after an act of consecration,

Abfahamiwas 7% years of age and“héd no childrén.
-6+ What was Abraham's attitude toward these promises?
“Gepesis 15:6. Abraham helieyed Sod. -~ ¢ |
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7. What was Abraham's rellglon° In what kind of a church
~ did he worship?

Abraham worshiped the one true God whom he worshiped
through sacrifices and whose promises he believed. The
New Testament tells us that he looked forward with joy to
the day of Christ, considered himself a pilgrim on earth,
and looked for a heavenly city. He worshiped in the church
of the open air or open doors, Wherever he went he set up
an altar and worshiped God. Pl ' T

-8. Was he a Jew or a Gentile when he was called and when
: he was justified by faith in God?

Abraham was not a Jew because Judah was not.yet born. He
was not an Israelite because Israel was not yet born. He
was not a Gentile because at that time mankind was not
divided into two classes, Jew and Gentile. When called,
Abraham was simply a Chaldean emigrant in the land of
Canaan.,

Practical ILesson: This teaches us that in relation to
salvation God mekes no difference between Jew &nd Gentile. . .«

9. What is his relation to the Tewish people? to Christians?
. Romans 4:16, Abraham is the father of the chosen people.
He is the spiritual father of Christians because of his

life of faith, Abraham - 75 years of age,leaves Urj; at the
‘age of 85, Isaac is promised; at the age of 100, Isaac was
born, at the age of 125 he was told to sacrlflce hisg son.

lO. Make a list of Abraham's trials of faith, Which was
the first? the last? the greatest? '

(1) When he left his home town without know1ng Wnere
he wgs going.
(2) After a quarrel or dispute between his servants
: and those of Lot. He allowed Lot to take his
; choice of territory.
{3) He rescued Lot from a great army of 318 meny
4) When he was 85 years old, God promised him a son
- by his wife, Sarah., This involved a miracle., He
had to wait 15 years for the coming of this child,
. {8) Later, God tested him by commanding him to offer
: up Isaac, his son., Abraham obeyed,. believing that
God was able to raise Isaac from the dead. v
{6) Abraham's faith once failed, teaching us that even
the most splrltual people Will fail if they dlsobey
God . ;
{7) Although the land had been promlsed to Abraham,
he diéd’ without actually inheriting it. He knew
that in God's own time the promise would be ful-
filled, The first trial of faith was when he left
his home and kindred. The offering up of Isaac
was his last trial of faith, The offering-up of
Isaac was also his greatest trial of faith.
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11. What were the names of his two children and'their
mothers? Who was the first-born? Who was God's
‘chosen one? :

Ishmael, the son of Hagar, and Isaac, the son of Sarah.
From Ishmaecl was descended the Arabian nation., Ishmael was
the first-born, but in choosing people God very often dis-
regards natural rights, customs, distinctions and pre judices.
Isaac is a type of those who are born of God's spirit but
Ishmael is a typc of the natural man born of the flesh,
Referencec:- Galatians 4:21-31.

VII. THE STORY OF ISAAC, Chapters 26-28.

1. What circumstances were connected with his birth? What
" .is the meaning of his name? ' :

: Isaac was born ﬁo his patents when it was naturally
impossible for them to have children, Therefore, in a scnsc
it wae a miraculous birth brought about by the power of God.

Practical Lesson: God often works in spite of natural
obstacles. Romans 4:17-21., Hebrews 11:11-12, Isaac is a
type of Christ in being sacrificed and being born in a
supernatural way, His name literally means, "he will laugh."

- He was

so called from the fact that his parents laughed at

the thought of having a child at their age. Abraham was
100 years old and Sarah was 90,

'2. Which do you consider the severest trial that came into

his

The

3

W A 02

)
)
)
)

life?
prominent tests that came into his life follow:

His being offered up by his father.

For many yecars they were childless.,

He was deceived by his son, Jacob.

He was opposed by the Philistines. Isaac failed when
he once lied to his wife in order to save his lifec.

3, What interesting story is told in connection with his
meeting with his wife? ’

(1)
{2)

(3)

(4)

The story, Abraham sends his servant,Elizer, to find
a wife for Isaac from among Abraham's own people.
Practical ILesson: A lesson in divine guidance,
Elizer asked the Lord to lead him to the right perso:i..
That person was Rebekah, Isaac's cousin. ;
The divine purpose. Abraham's descendants were to
learn that they must not inter-marry with the
Canaanites. "Be ve not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers,"

The types~- In this story we have a picture of God,
the Father, sending the Holy Spirit to prepare a
bride for His son.
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4. After Abraham's death is there anythiug exeiting or
unusual related concerning him, or does his life séem
to be a mere echo of his father's? Although he led a
“quiet and humble life, of what did he become a channel?
Chapter 26, He became a channel through which the
promise made to Abraham passed on its way to fulfillment.
He led a cuiet and comparatively uneventful life.
THE STORY OF JACOB. Chapters 29-35.

1. What prophecy was made at his birth? What was there
unusual about this prophecy?

The prophecy was that the elder should serve the.
younger - something contrary to the custom of those days

2. Vhat is the meaning of Jacob's name?

Jacob literally means "one who catches another by the
heel", that is, one who takes advantage of another.

d. What two nations were descended erm Jacob and Esau?

Jacob was the one from whom Israel descended and from

lsau was descended Edom. Idom became Israel's worst enemy.

4, Of which parent was each of the sons a favorite?

Jacob was Rebekah's favorite while Esau was Isaac's
favorite, ; :

Oy Was Jacob justified in taking advantage of his brother!
weakness and hunger in order to secure the birthright?

See Chapter 25:29-34, Vas Esau justified in selling 1t?

What does this transaction reveal concerning the
character of each?

Jacob was guilty of unbrotherly conduct in obtaining the
birthright from Esau. Esau had no right to sell the birth-

right without permission of those who were over him. On
the other hand Jacob was not called upon to help out the
Tard by shrewd bargaining., The birthright of the eldest
son includcd the follov11?:

Abraham's spiritual blessing.

Lordship over the recest of thc family.
The inheritance of Canaan, :

A double portion of the family property,
The right of:family priesthood.

— — T g
(O SRV RAVE ol
L )

The character of Esau: -~

~ He was a good-natured man of the world, warm-hearted,
and every inch a mah., But, he was unsplrltual and
irreligious. Sce Hebrews l/ 12. He had no appreciation
of spiritual thingg. He was indifferent to the Divine

covenant and to the responsibilities to his race, He lived

for the present rgther than for the futuro, for the .secn
rathcr than for tho eternal,

H
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The character.of Jacob: -

He was crafty, shrewd, calculating, and one who could
drive a hard bargain., But, ke had an appreciation of
spiritual things and realized the valuc of the birthright.
He was persevering and was recady to sacrifice present
enjoyment. for future blessings. He was ambitious.

Practical T.essons:

(1) Character is revealed in little things.

(2) The neccessity of subduing natural appetites for
the scke of spiritual things.

(3) We must Go the right thing in God's way and in .
God's timec.

{4¢) Whatsocver a man sows, that shall he also reap.

6. What three outstanding cxamples of deceitfulncss are
recorded in the story of his life?
(1) His unfair dealings with Esau. ; _
(2) His dishonest dealings with his father in obtaining
the blessing of the first-born.
(3) His dealings with his unclc, Laban,

7. In what ways did Jacob rcap for his deccitfulness? Was
his a happy life?

Sce Geaesis 47:9, Jacob made enemies by his deceite
fulness. As he had lied to his fathor so his own sons :
later deceived him. He was exiled from home for about 20
years, Jacob later testified that his life¢ had not becn
& haopy onc,

8. What story describes Jacob's first religious awakening,
and his first act of consccration?

As Jacob was fleeing from Esau hc had a dream of the
open hcavens and of a laddor connecting earth and heaven,
and angels ascending and desc:nding.. At the top of this
ladder stood thoe Lord who rcpeated to Jacob the promises
made to Abraham. = The mcaning of this vision was that
Ged and heaven through the ministry of the angcls wouid
take carc of Jacob and bring him back safely to the prom-
ised land. The rcsults of this vision were as follows:

(1) Jacob consecrated that spot as a place of worship.
(2) He made a covenant with God in vhich he made three
promises, : , :

-l= On his recturn to Cansan this spot would be made a
sanctuary. \

-8» The Lord would be acknowledged' as Lord of his 1life.

-3+ One tenth of all his property would helong to God.

)
1
v
.



| GINESIS. = o S

.9+ Which was the crisis point of his 11fe, when his
chargcter was transformcd?

After leaving Laban, Jacob sent a messengur to grect
his .brother, Esau, with whom he desired a reconciliation;
but the messcngar reported that Esau was on his way with
400 men, Jacob bcgan to pray. After Jacob had sent his

. party across the river Jabbok, he remained alonc to pray
through. As he prayed he was attuckcd by a man. Thinking
him to be onec of Esau's men, he resisted with all his .
strength, When the stranger saw that he could not defecat
Jacob he tauched his thigh and put it out of joint. This
supernatural touch convinced Jacob that this supooscd
encmy was rcally a divinc being. He, therefore, elung to
,Jﬁﬁ,him dcsperately and demandcd his blessing. It was given,
{ _and Jacobfs name was changced from Jacob, the cheatyto-
‘Lfffiggpacl thc princc of God. This incident glves us a
“~— "pleture of agonlzlng praycr or soul travail for some

;/ﬁ;//’ suprceme blessing g
The Lesson: Jacob learned that he jad been rcally rcsist-

ing God by his scheming. God brokc his natural strength
) and paralyzed his power of scheming in order that hc might
& learn that carnal methods arc usclcss in decaling with God.
' Canaan is not to be gained by cunning but by faith in God.
After getting right with God, or prevailing with God,
Jacob was now in a position to prevail with Esau,

- Qutlinc g£ the life of Jacob,

(1)Jacob in his father's homc. He takes the bipthright
‘end the blcssing from his brother, Esau. His {light.
and bis_vision. '

(Z)Hié twenty years wvisit with his uncle, Period of.<€xilc.
Most of his children were born therc. ' :

(3)The erisis., Jacob's transfomation cnd reconciliation
with Esau. ¢ $

(4)Jacob in Canaan, Family troublcs, Joscph sold into
Egypte.

(5)J=2e0b and his family gc down into Egypt where Jocob dics.
IX, THE STORY OF JOSEPH. Chaptérs 36-50,

More is told about Joseph than any other patriarch.-
Notc the valuc of this history: »

(1) The historical valuc. It answers thc question,
"Wwhy did the Hcbrews scttle in Egypt?"

() The providential value, It reveals God ovcr-rullng
the ev1l and causing truth and righteousness to
triumph,

(3) Its spiritual valne, It.gives us the story of a
victorious life. : :

(4) Its typical value. Joseph in his sufferings and
cxaltation is a type of Christ,
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X, Why was Joscph hated of his brothrer®

They were jealous of Josoph because he was favored by
his father, They hated him because of his dreams, As
an overseer he reported tholr evil doings., :
What nickname did they apply to him? They called him
» dreomer,
What did they plan to do for his dreams? Taey planncd
to prevent their fulfillment,

2o Dascribe the two dreams, Waat was their meaning?

The shecaves of Joseph's brothers bowed down before his
sheafs The sun, moon cnd the 11 stars bowed down beforc
Joscph., They showed Joseph's rulcrship over his family.

. When did Joscph ever losc faith in thesc drecms?  How
long did he wait for their fulfillment? How were they
fulfilled? =

Joscph ncver lost falth in the meaning of dreams and -his
gift of intcrpreting them lcd to his anltatlon. He waitoed
cbout 22 ycars for their fulfillment. They were fulfilled
when his brothors came down to Feypt during the faminc in
order to buy grain and when they foll on their faces before
him.o ) 3

The purposc of Joscph's dealings Wlth his brothcrs was
as follows:

(1) To awaken their conscicnces. Gen.42:21
(2) Josoph wanted to sce hlS brother, Benjmmin,
(3) Joscph wanted to hear some news from home.,

4. What threc kinds of tests camc into his 1lifef Which
wos the erisis point of his 1ife? the point of
greatest danger?

(1) The test of adversity. (2) The moral tost, (3 he
test of prosperity. It scoms that the moral test
have becn the crisis point,

!
may

5. What was . the D1v1ne purposc in Joscph's lifc? Ch.45:7,
83 and 50;:20,
Sinc he wns called aecording to God's purposc, What'
naturally followed? Romans Brots

He was choscen of God to prescrve the chosen Tamily
~during a timc of famine and to settlc thom in o f“rtllo
providcncc where they could develop into o great nuhlon.
Sce Genesis 42:36,

6. Which do you con31dur thc most dramatlc part of the
story?

It secems thnt Joaoch' rcvelation of ‘himself to his
‘brothers is thce high point of the storys Zecchariah 12:10,



