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I1.-Observations on preaching.-Freaching is characteristic of Christian-
w 1ity. No non~Christian religion ever made any provision for the
- assembling of people to hear instruction. Some heathen teachers saw
the power of preachinge. Julien the Apostate (331-%¢3) directed the
heathen philoscphers to preach every week as the Christiens did., In
the Foreign Fields now Buddhists imitate Christian methods, Judaism
had something like preaching in "reading the prophets every Sabbath
day" (4cts 13:27 15:21), but that was & true religion, and out of it
came Christianity., ZFPreaching remains, both as to origin and history, a
Christian institution. '
le-Importance of preaching.-The appointed means of spreading the
Gospel, whether to individuals or groups,

(1) .~Printing.-A mighty agency for gocd or evil. Christians
should .employ it in every possible way to spread the
truth. Yet printing can never take the place of the
living word., Preachirg by word moves people as preaching
by the printed page cannot do, :

(2) .~Pastoral work.,-This is of great importance, yet it cannot
take the place of preaching. The two help each other,
and neither alone is able to acccmplish the best results.

(3) .~Religious ceremonies.~-They may be impressive, as water
baptism and the Lord's Supper, yet preaching is necessary.
In every age there has been no revival, and no restoration
of lost truth, without preaching of the Word.

2.-Nature of eloguence.

(1) .-Eloguernce is a powerful thing.-It not only influences the
Judgmer:t and kindles the imagination, but it moves the
feelings. These are necessary elements in eloquence, but
influencing the will is the most important. There may be
instruetion and conviction without eloquence. The feel-
ings may be stirred, but if not moved to action it is not
eloquence. There must be the influence upon the will,
The hearers must be moved to act. Augustine (354-430)
said, "liake it plain, make it pleasing, meke it moving."

(2).-Eloguence is a practical thing,-Unless preaching aims for

7 results 1t is not practical. Daniel 0'Connell ?1775*1847)
said, "A good speech is a good thing, but the verdict is
the thing.™ Thers is too much preaching with no results
as there is no end in views :

(3).-Eloguence is a serious thing.-We cannot, at the same time,
be amusing and eloquent. ''e must be serious and earnest.
The character and spirit of the speaker is important,

The prime requisite for good presching is earnest piety.
It gains for the preacher the sympathy and respect of his
hearers. God's blessing is on the lasbors of such.
(2).-Natural gifts.-There needs to be clear thinking, strong
imagination and ability for the expression of thought,
All gifts help usefulness, and are indispensable to
efficiency. Gifts can be developed.
(5).-Khowledgg.-Khowledge of the Scriptures, knowledge of
p—— human nature and knowledge of life in actual conditions
around use. All knowledge is useful. Learn all that we

3.~-Regquisites for effective preaching,-
</ ;L2ﬂ?__l}l}rfietx.-0ne can be a good speaker and yet be without pietye.
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can by a life of study. FIiety for motive power,.natuﬁﬁ;

~ ‘ gifts supplies the motive power, and knowledge gives the
: material. '

(4) .~Skill.~Applies not only to delivery, but to the collec~
<7¢2,# . e« tion, choice and arrangement of material. Demosthenes
alliyg A0 (383-322 B,C.) practiced on the seashore to be heard
. / above the sound of the waves. Henry Clay (1777-1852)

“?%x?°%{7$¢(:?{ﬂ”ﬁ continued for years the practice of daily reading end
“ppv Cly ko, speaking upon the contents of some historical or scien-
v tific book, It was in the cornfields, or in the barn

with the enimals as his audience, Patrick Henry (1736~
1799), one of the greatest illustrations of natursl :
oratory, trained himself in the daily study of humen
nature in his little shop, practicing the power of words
on his customers, or in the deep study of books, study-
ing the speeches of great orators. Illany preachers who
have had but little education, have worked their way up
to the highest excellence by attention, and by earnest
and long continued labor. The diffsrence between skill,
and the lack of it, in speekers, is as great as skill,

or the lack of it, in the handling of téols, No resl
skill can be acquired without practice. The way to learn
to preach is to preach, and not by dreaming about it, and
saying, "I wish that I were a great preacher," Preaching
is an art, and cen be developed and improved.

4,-Danger of rhetorical studies,
~ E%).-Think more of the form than the matter.-Rhetoric has to
do with the use we nake of neterial, as choice, adapta-

tion, errangement, and expression. The material itself
is more important than the delivery, The most important
“of all is the blessing of God upon the message.

(2) o~Imitation. ‘
a.~Unconseious imitation.-This is not blameworthy, yet it
is injurious, and 1s a subtle evil, and we need to
guard sgainst it., 'e are lisgble to imitate the faults
and peculiarities as well as the good qualities. The
excellencies are plain, while the faults are note.
be-Conscious imitation.-The preacher is in danger of
aging the faults rather than the excellencies of the
other speaker, showing that he is a superficial observ-
er. &Bvery age has had great preachers, and they have
been imitated by many. The imitation is of the preach-
ers known generally, and consequently the imitation
attracts attention. Fhilip lielancthon (1497-1560)
carried one shoulder higher than-the other, and that
trait was imitated by his pupils, thinking that that
imitetion wculd miake them a great preacher like their
teacher, C. E, Spurgeon (1834-1892) was imitated con=-
, tinually by his students,
(3),—Artificialit%.-0r affectation. The speaker's motive may
-be good, but there is an error in judgment. Natural-
ness, or genuineness, even though awkwerd, is more
_— effective than artificielity or affectation., Cultivate
naturelness or genuineness., If & person believes that
a cedar is more beautiful than an ocak, and trains the
oak to look like the cedar, the result will be a fail-
ure., Let cedar be cedar, end oak be oak, Be your own
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natural self, yet yourself developed and improved.

5.-0rizin of HomileticsS.-

(1).-Eomilis,~The Greek word "Homilia" (homily) signifies

conversation, mutual talk, familiar discourse, From the
word "Homily" has been derived our word "Homileties®,
denoting the science or art of Christian discourse, and
covers all that pertains to the preparation and delivery

3 é%#ﬁ of sermons. Definitions of Homiletics:
1%

a.~-Hoprin.~"The science that teaches the fundamental
principles of public discourse as applied to the

2
5 ,? A /7%  Proclemation and teaching of Divine truth in the regular

asserbly gathered for the purpose of Christian worship."

s ;) b.~Phelps.-"The science which treats of the nature,

classification, analysis, construction and composi-
tion of a sermon, or, more correctly, the science of
that of which preaching is the art, and the sermon is
the product." ;

(2).-Sermo.-The Latin word “Sermo® (sermon) has the seme mean-
ing. The homily or talk of the early Church later devel~-
oped into the sermon or oration.

(3).~Praeco.-The Letin "Praeco" (preach), the public proclama-
tion of the Gospel. Vords in the New Testament:
a,-Evangelize.-Announce glad tidings. (Mat.ll:5 Rom,10:15)
b,-Dialegomei.-To reason or dispute. (Acts I7:17 24:25].
c.-Diangelo.-Anncunce thoroughly. (Lu.9:60).
d,-Katangelo.~tring down a message. (Col, 1:28).
€.=Kerusso.~-Proclaim publicly, %Mat. 10:71)s
f.-Leleo,~To walk or speak., To gossip the Gospel.

(4) o ~Development of preaching.-
a,~-0ld Testament.-The Vord "preach®, (Neh°§il Fs.40:9

BEcel, 1:1,2,12 7:27 12:8-10 Isa, 6l:l Jon. 3:2),
(a).-Enocﬁ- -------- Prophegy«===-==== (Tude 147.
(b) o ~liogh=========- Judgment========= (I1 Pet.2:5)
(¢).-lloses===~==== ~LaW=sm=—m—————— - (Ieb,4:2,6)
gdg.-Solomon---—-~~Wisdom --------- ~-€Eccl.1:l,2,12).
e).~Jongh==r=c=r=- Marning==-=-=-==== Jon.3:2,4
liate 12:41 Lu.ll:32).
b.-?gw Testament.~- ( L
a)e-dobn trne rpaptist,-(Mat.3:1 likel:4,7 Lu.3:3,18
Acts. 10:37 13:24). : T
(b).~Jesus,=(liate4:17,22 9:35 11:1,5 Ik,1:14,38,39 2:2
Lu,4:18,19,45,44 8:1 16:16 Acts 10:36 BpRe2: L7
() o~Tho Proive. - (let.10:7,27 1k.3:14 6:12 16320
¢)e~The Twelve,=(liet,10:7,27 lik.3: 6:12 16:2
Lu.9:2,6 Acts3:20 5:42 10:42).
(d) ,~The Seventye=({Lu. LO:L)
(e) .~Stephen.-Acts 7)s -

)o=Philip.-(Acts 8:5,12,35,40).

) e=Petere~(hcts 2:14-40 4:2 8:25),

)e-Paul,~(Acts 13:16-41 14:10-17 '17:22-31 22:1-21
24:10~21 26:2-29). Acts 9:20,27 15:0,30,42
14:15,05 15:35,06 1636 17:3 TS 18, 19:10 2027,9

25 28:51 Rom, 15:8 16:25 1 6or.l:18 21,23 2:4

9:16,27 15:2, 15:11,12,14 TICor,1:10 4:5 10:14

Gal.1:6,16,05 2:2 5:11 Bph,3:8 Col.1:23,28 I Tim.

2:7 3:16 11 Tim.1:11 4:17 Tit.1:3).

e
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(i) .-Timothy.-{II Tim.4:2).

Page 4

(j)e-4All believers.-(Mat.28:19,20 Mk.16:15 Lu.9:60

24:47 hcts 1:8 8:4 11: 19,20 Rom.2:21 10:1Z

I1 Corell34 Phil, 1:15, 16,18).
6.-Study of Homiletics.-This is of utmost importance.,

Literature

on the subject is abundant. There are a multitude of good
books, of all the Christian centuries, on the subject. They
discuss preaching from every conceivable point of view.
II.-Materials of preaching.-

l._-'IFhe text."
1).~Selection of the text«-

\ a.-iueaning of the term.-"Text® is derlved from the Latin
\ Wtexere®, to weave, to put together, to construct.

W It means to express the thoughts in speech or writing.

v This use of the word still exists, as "the text of

f ancient authors.” "Textual criticism" is the science
of determining what was the exact language used, In
the schools "text books"™ are the works of authors,
and teachers add comments, ask questions, or explain
to the class. ZEarly preaching was of the nature of a
commentary, or train of thought, on a text of Serip-

ture. As the process grew of lengthy comment into
orderly discourses, and of shorter passages of Scrip-

ture, the word "text" came to mean that part of
- Scripture chosen as the foundation of the sermon,

-Advant%ges of having a text.-
(a).-I well cnosen, and well developed,

teach Godts Yord.

thought.

~should keep a book for a list of texts,

it gives

sacredness to the message. Our busmesq is to

Y 3 AP (b).-mnables us to speak with confldence, anf people
i T g accept the authority of the message.

AN (c) e~Aweakens interest at the outset.

J Y. (d).-Aids the hearers to remember the train of the

) (e) .~Affords opportunity to explain some portion of
AN Scripturee.
c.~Rules for the selection of the text.-The preacher

Put down out-

line or illustrations, which may not come to mind

then make notes of thoughts which come.

texts:

later, %hen the mind is in the creative mood, and
thoughts come rapidly which cen be developed later,

Many thoughts

55;}' which come by such inspiration are lost because no
A\ record was made of them, To aid in the selection of

(a).~Avoid obscure texts.-The meaning should be plein.
Pecple are repelled by an ill choice., If tke
preacher can develop the obscure passage, anc
show that it teaches a valuable 1esson, then i%

teach the people.

may be used, It is the preacher's business to

(b).-Avoid display.-Sometimes there are great expecta-
tions at first, but there arises difficulty in
developing as expected. Many Scripture passages
have a natural grandeur of expression, and these
would be lost if we avoided all of them, A
simpler text may present the same truth, and the
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grander passage can be introduced into the
sermon.

{c).-Avoid texts which seem odd.-(As Ex,16:36 Hos.7:8
As the following: To a group of tailors
"A remnent shall be saved” (Rom.9:27).
To a queen, "Hear the Church" (Ilat.18:17).
Against big hats, "Top not come down™ (hat.24:17
Man, buried in cavein, "Pit whence disged™
(Ias.51:1),
Concernfn marriage, "Two are better than one"
(ECClagﬁ_g_?a :

When humor is introduced into a sermon it
should be incidental, and unstudied., An effort
to be amusing detracts from the seriousness of
the messege. As a text is chosen deliberately
an odd choice will have a bad effect,

(d).Avoid statements that are false,-Devid (I Sam.
21:8) and oeten (Job £:4) Thes. 2:4). The
statements themselves are untrue, but inspira-
tion is responsible for their being recorded,

(e)-Avoid the sayines of uninspired men.-Avoid them
even though they ere recorded in Seripture un-
less they are enforced by other teachings in
Scripture indicating that they are true, In the
bock of Job many statements of the three friends
are wrong because of their wrong philosophy as
to the ceuse of sickness. So with the book of
Lceleslastes there are recorded the reasonings
of the ratural man epart from revelation.

(£)-Do_not avold familiar texts.-(Mat.l1:28 Jno.3:16)
Often in a famiiiar passage there 1Is much that
is new to the preacher and the hearer, just as
gold seekers have gone over abandoned mining
erea and found riches. Great sculptors and
painters have taken the same subjects as others
have dones, All grsat preachers have preached
from the old familiar texts, A weak preacher
will never develop strength without grappling
with the great texts and themes,

(g)=Do not neglect any psrt of Seripture.-
a',-Some preech irom New Testament only.-~They -

"~ 1ose the rich unfolding of God's c%aracter,
Eis providential dealings, innumerable
illustrations from life, types and predic=
tions of the coming of Jesus,

b',~Some preach from the 0ld Testament almost

EXClUSiveEly.~by ThisS Gthey mMiss much doctrin-

al teaching,
¢'.~Choose from both the Old and the New Testa-

ments,.-Lhe same 1s true as to particular
books., In the course of yeers the preacher
should have preached from all perts of the
Bible, :

(h)-More then one text,=
a's-Combined Texts,-(I Sam,26:21 II Tim. 4:7).
b'.~Contrasted texts,r ;

Rest, 8,006 1.at,11:28,29),
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Darkness and lisht. (Gen.l:2 Rev.21:25).
Last words of 0ld and New Testaments,
(Mal.4:6 Rev.22:21).

c'o~ Complementary texts.-(Jon.3:16 and Mat.22:
D - HeD«243])

(1).-Same expression under varied circumstances,
"] have sinned®,

a'.- Pharaoh.-Hardened in sin. (Ex.9:27 10:16).
b'.~ Belaam,-Double minded. (Num.22:34).
¢'.~ Achan,.-Remorseful. (Josh.7:20).
d'.~ Saul.-Insincere, (I Sam,15:24,30 26:21).
e'.~ JOob.~Overcome with the holiness of God.
(dob 7:20).
f'.- Judas.-Despairing. (liat. 27:4).
g'.- Prodigal son.-Unworthy. (LUu.l5:18).
(3).-Several considerations.-
a',.~ The present condition of the congregation.
WYou will very soon come to the habit Of
thinking more about your people, and what
you can do for them, than about the sermon
and what you shall say." C, He. Spurgeon
bt'.~- Character of texts discussed.,-Guard against
monotony in subjects chosen as well as the
methods of treating them. Keep a list of
sermons preached, including the date and
rlace.
¢t~ Select a text in which you can take inter-
est.~1t must interest the preacher before
Ye can make it interesting to the people.
(2)e-Interpretation of the text.-
a.,-Obligetion to interpret strictly.-Interpret it according
to its real meaning., The preacher's work is to interpret
the Word of God. When the text is announced it means that
the message is to be on that text. This principle is
violated grievously. There is much spiritualizing of
plain words, It is as if saying, "The meaning of this
text is--=-~but I propose to give it the following interpre-
tation~---", That 1s making the "ord of God say what it
does not say (Jon.18:8)., If we interpret Seripture in any
other way than that which the writer intended it is no
longer Scripture. Philips Brooks (1835-1893) said, “If
your text has not your truth in it find some text which
has®, :

A general truth admits of many applications, as "sow-
ing to the flesh or to the Spirit" (Gal.6:7). A general
admonition mey be epplied to a particular case (IThes.5:22)
With this we can preach against any specific form of evil,
We may start from a point given by a text, and advance to
related truths, and extend the application of the text,

) LS — and still be in ac-
cord with Seripture. The prophet Amos warned of temporal
judgments, yet it is lawful to show people that if they
continue in sin they must meet God in future judgment
(Amos 4:12). Yhen a text admits of more thamp one meaning
it is well to avoid it. The Word of God has just one
neaning.

b.~-Chief sources cf errcr in the interpretation of texts.-
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() .~Misunderstanding the phraseology of the text.-
Always with language there is the possibility
of being misunderstood in cases of anmbiguity
(Exe34:29). We need to be careful in the inter-
pretation of the languege of Scripture. (II Thes.

2:9)e

(b).-May heve to interpret a translation.-Rarely do
words 1n different languages contein the same
meanings in the same form or cerry the same
essociations., Translations introduce ambiguiti-
es while the original was precise, or definite
what the original makes general. Our language
feils to indicate emphatically what was in Greek
or Hebrew,

(c).-liisled by superficial knowledge of the original
Languages.-A thorough acquaintance with the
Eebrew and CGreek Languages is necessary if this
method is used. The language of the Bible is
filled with Hebraistic expressions and Oriental
modes of conception tctally different from our
Yestern life, :

(d).-The lenguage of Scripture is not philosophic,
but popular.-It abounds in concrete and not
abstract terms,
a'.-sbsolute and relative.-Absolute (Gen.45:8

TOVe8:10 J6T.7:25,23 1iat.0:18 Lu.14:12

T Timo2:0 I Fet,0:3). Contrasts. Absolute
statements to be taken relatively. Well
meaning Christians and organizeaticns have
striven to eradicate the natural 1love of
adornment merely because they do not know
the language of Orientals as found in
Scripture. Relative, (Lu,18:14),

b'.-Ceneral end particular,-Sometimes takes duty
as higher and sometimes as lower (Ex,20:18).
They delight in perasllelisms (Ps,119:105).
It classes without scientific purpose (Ps.
51:5). "The ungodly and sinner® (I Pet.4:18)
are not two classes,

c.~Texts misapplied.-In an asccomodated sense,

(8)e=8X,2:9,-"Take this child", Interpreted as con-
cerning parents or Sunday School teachers, They
are not the words of God to man, but of the
daughter of Pharesoh to the mother of lMoses,

(b).~I Ki,18:21,.~-"How longz halt ye between two
opinione™, Interpreted as concerning indecision
and hesitation to become Christians, Israel
was trying to conform to both God and Baal, to
fashionable court religion end the religion of
their forefethers, BElijah reproached them for
the effort to do both (Mat.6:24).

(c) . -Ps.23:4).~"Though I walk through the valley".

Lo reference to dying. #The shadow of death"
used frequently concerning deserts or dense
darkness. Darkness of dungeon (Ps.107:10):
darkness of ignorence (Isa,9:2); darkness of
gloony desert (Jer.2:6); darkness of night
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(Amos 5:8). In Ps, 23:4 it is of a flock led
through & dark valley with wild beasts lurking
in the thickets, and sheep felt the need of the
protection of the shepherd. It can refer to any
experience in the life of the believer when in
danger, and we feel the need of the Ppresence of
the Good Shepherd, It can apply to death, not
as the single application, but one of neny.

{d).-Prov, 8:17.-%Those that seek le early®, Not early
in life, but morning. God said, ".s I spoke untc
you, rising up early and speeking®, No reference
to youth.

(e)o=Frov. 18:24.-"There is a friend". Interpreted
as Christ. It refers to many associates, and
we will ruin ourselves by nisplaced confidence.
Cormion friendships of life, and not Christ. No
reference to eny particular individual,

(£)o-Ecel, 12:1.-"Remember now thy Creator®. Emphasis
1s on now, as comronly gquoted, but in the Hebrew
it is ‘"Remember try Creator".

(g).-Isas 1:5,6.~" hole head is sick". Interpreted as
~referring to total depravity of man. The nation
of Israel was stricken by God's Judgment till it
was like e men scourged from head to foot and
with wounds not healed, Not referring to de-
pravity but chastisement. The country was deso-
late, ané the cities burned. It can be used to
show how people go on in wickedness refusing to
be subdued by God's Judgments,

(B).-Ts8463:1,3,-""ho is this +that cometh from Edom",
Interpreted as Christ shedding His blood for our
salvation, It is of a congueror whose garments
are stained with the blood of his enemies, If
it applies to Christ as the lessieh conquering
the enemies of Fis People and "mighty to save®™ in
delivering Eis bPeople, then it is correct.,

{i).Jer, Z:4,-my Father, Thou art the guide of ny
youth®™, Interpreted as referring to young people
seesing guidance from thelr EHeavenly Fether, This
is not the meaning of "guide of my youth®", Prov.
2:17 refers to husband, The HEebrew word in

eremiah shows that God, through the prophet, is
reproving Israel as an adulterous wife, who
deserves to be cast out, but He invites her to
return (Jer. 2:2 Hos, £:15),

{i).-Amos 631,-""06 to them Thct are at case in Zion",
Interpret “"Zion" as the Church, and "at ease™ as
the slothful Church members. Amos was referring
to "trusting in the mountains of Samaria®™, ™hat
is the spiritual interpretetion of that? Judah
trusted in the strong fortifications of Jerusalem,
and of thie northern Kingdom in Semaria, and was
not alarmed by the prophet's warning that enemies
would come and destroy the capitals, and burn
their cities. Woe if trust in Jerusalem and
Samaria instead of Cod, :

{k).~Jon, 1:6.~""hat meanest thou, O sleeper",
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Interpreted as meaning sinners asleep spiritually.
Jonah was worn out with his journey to Joppa,

and was safely aboard, and asleep. The ship
captain, alarmed at the storm, called on Jomah to
pray. Not God's message to sinners but what the
captain said to Jonah.

(1).-lk.9:8.-"Jesus only", Ais prophet, as priest, as
King.

{m).-Rom? 12:1.-"Present bodies a living sacrifice®,

nterpreted as making sacrifices, As of olden
time-presented on altar bodies of dead animals,
SO present ourselves as on altar a live sacrifice,

(n).-I Cor.2:9.-"Eye hath not seen®. Interpreted as
referring to the glories and blessedness of
Heaven. Paul was referring to the wisdom of Cod
in the plan of salvation which no human mind
could conceive, but God has revealed it through
His Spirit.

(0) e-Col.2:21.~-"Touch not, taste not, handle not®,
Interpreted as against intoxicating liquor.
Referring to ascetic precepts, but we are not to
be bound by them. There are passages in Serip-
ture against intoxicating liquor, but not this.

(ple-I Tim,2:8.~"I will that men pray everywhere".,
"llen® is not man in the general sense, but "men®
as contrasted to "women", in next verse, Paul
was giving directions as to conduct of public
worship,

(g)e-IT Tim,2:15.-"Study to show thyself approved®,
Interpreted as referring to Christian workers
who must "study"™ Bible and other books. It means
"studious endeavor®" or giving diligence®.

(r).-Heb.6:1.-"Let us go on to perfection”.
Interpreted as the doctrine of Christian perfec-
tion, as to manner of life end conduct. It means
"maturity® or "of full age®.

(s).-Heb, 7:25.-"He is able to save to the uttermost®.
Interpreted as able to save the worst of sinners.
It means "to the full extent of salvation®. Our
High Priest does not have to transfer His Priest-
ly office to any successor, and have them finish
what Le had begun, but He finished it on the
CrosSse -

d.-SugEestions for the study of texts.-"e have been dealing
with the negative side of the sources of error in the
interpretation of texts, and now we will deal with the
positive side of the principle upon which we may pro-
ceed to interpret correctly. The following will help
us to get the exact meaning of Scripture.

(). -Study the text minutely.-

a',-fixact meaning.-See if words have a peculiar
meaning, see if words are of specific im-
portance, and see if there are other passages
in which the same words occur. Look at the
text as the scientist exemines through a
microscope, Use care in selecting a good
text, and then use care that we get the exact
meaning.
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b'.~-Ficures of s»eech,-Pay special attention te
This. LT the literal sense is not intended
then it is using figures of speechi 1In-
terpret literally whenever possitle, To
erxplain away enything as figurative which
conflicts with our doctrinal prejudices is
to "add to or take from"™ Scripture. Sone
Scripture is figurative. This is especially
true concerning tiings whkich are future, but
the fulfillment makes it plain. - (Gen, 3:15
I Ki, 22:28 Bzek, 12:13 Jno. 12:22 16:16
21:181195.

(b) ~Study the text in its immediate connection.-
The context in which the text stands will throw
light upon its meaning, and usually is indis~
rensable in order to understand it. (Jer.4:23
26). The context may be a few verses or a
chapter before or after the text., The context
does not always begin or erd witl: the chapter
in which the text occurs, Exposition of the
context will afford a good introduction , and,
sometires, a necessary introduction, to the
Sermon. '

(c)s-Study the text in its larger connecticn,-
a',~he entire book.-To which the text belongs.
There are few verses in Romans or Hebrews
which can be understood fully without having

in rind the text of the entire epistle., If
we understand the erntire book we will under-
stand any particular text.

b',~General historical knowledge.-In narrative
which mekes up a liarge part of Scripture we
need to know facts of Geography, nenners and
customs of Oriental people, and opinions and
gtete of mind of people referred to in the
Text, We need to understand the relation
between the speaker, or writer, and those who
tie has in view., e needé to know what errors
or evils existed arong the people of whiech,
or to which, they were writing or.speaking.
There is no contradiction between Paul and
James ccnesrning "justification", if ettention
is paid to the srrors of which each was writ-
ing. Christ's words will be understood better
if we understand the wrong notions and evil
prectices of the jews to which His sayings
heve direct reference. As divorce, oaths,
Satbath, paying tribute, and traditions of
the elders., His teachings will not be under-
stood unless we understand the abuses which
existed among His heerers, as to these sub~
jects. Much of the Eible is controversial,
and we must inquire as to what error was in
view,

¢'.~Generel tcechins of the Seripture.-They are
heruonious, and maeke a synmetrical unit, If
& passege has two seeming meanings, owing to
anbisuity, we must choose the one which
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accords with what the Bible teaches in general,
rather than the one waich would makxe the Bible
contradict itself. The teachings of the Bible
are consistent.

2.~Subjecus classified,.~"hether the subject or text of the sermon

15 chosen first devends on 01rcumstances. If the subject 1s

selected Tirst we must look for a text which will present th

subject. If the text 1s selected first then a flttlnn subject
rust be chosen,

(l}.-Doctrlnal subgects.~Doctr1ne or teacalng is the preacher's
fIrst business. Such doctrines as sin, atonement, re-
demption, rementance and regeneration are to be taken
from the entire Scriptures. The entire Scripture on any
doctrine, when taken and arranged systematically, is the
teaching of Seriptrue on that doctrine. The preacher
must have sound views on doctrine in order to lead his
congregation into the truth. Instead of making the sub-
Jeet b oad take some aspect of the doctrine., The text
will 1 eln to be specific, as Nature of repentance (II Cor,
7310) Nececsity of repentance (1X.6:12 Iu.13:3,5); Evi~-
dence of renentance (llat.3:8 Lu.3: 7—I45; Relation between
repentance and faith (Acts <0:21)5 Relation between
repentance and water bantlsme*cts 2:38)s Results of re-
pentance (Acts 2:38,39 3:19).
a.—Apologetlws.-Defense against enemies withouts Used

sparingly, &s there are difficultles which our argu-
rients willi rot remove, Arguments for Christianity
cannot be presented in one message. Introduce into the
sermon as a subordinate division, or as a passing Te=
mark that will show one of the Christian evidences.
That will answer the doubt in the ninds of some, IX-
perinental evidence ner be presented with advantage.
.wPolenicg,~De¢euse against the enemies within. This
mends careful hendling to give faects. One class says,
e ghould not attack other professing Christians?,
"Sge the good in &ll®, "A man's belief does not matter
just so nz is gincere,? .Another class loves conflict
and controversy. Both classes may go to extremes. The
nreaonb“'*ka¢d never go out of his wav to find cone

=t

trOVers nor should he avoid it. XHe who shrinks from
oontrovc¢s“ should be stirred un to feithfulness. He
who seeks nc;.t*oversy should cultivate tolerance.

Better be occupied with nositive trutho Jesus was
severe with those who tew ht error with bad motives
(I'at,23:13)., Paul also (T Cnr. 11:28 Gal.2:4,5 6:12

I T:.m.Z i1,2)s John also (III J0.9 2,10}, Peul With-
stood to iiis Tace'before 211 of the bretiren hig be=~
loved, but erring, fellow apostle Peter (Gal.2:11,14),
"7ith some forms of error it is best to leave them un-
noticed, Uften we advertise then,

(2)s~liorality subjects,-Some preach morality with little or no
Teference to vLe atonement or the work of the Holy Spirit.
Christ's teachings dealt mainly with moralitys Paul and
Peter, while they dwelt or salvation by grace, not only
urged a holy life in general, but gave many Drecepts re-
garding perticular sins. There is reluctance on the part
of some preachers to preach on particular sins. To urge
unrepeneratu people to a good moral life is inadequate.
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Preachers must call the unregenerate to repentance and to
be regenerated., The regenerate are urged to holy living.
While preaching Christian morality in general we often
fail to bring conviction. ;
a.-Political subjects.-This has long been the subject of
qiscussion,  Political questions often involve the ques=-
tion of right and wronge In places where party feeling
runs high the rnass of people will take sides. The
preacher must have an impartial relation to all over
which he is the shepherd, MNany ministers become
politiecal pertisans, and their-power of turning men
to God is lessened. 'We cannot, by antagonizing people,
win them to Christ, Some go to the other extreme of
not having anything to do with political questlons, say~
ing"I an a citizen of Heaven” (Zph,2:19 Phil.S:zog.
Paul made use of his Roman citizenship (Acts 16:35=40
21:39 22:25-29), i
be~.rusement question,=Aveid radical views, Things should
Tiot be avalded because they are abused, e rmust not
condemm the wrong without exhorting to riglit. Too often
the nreacher is negative. Censure is necessary bui en-
couraging to risht is nore powerful (II Tim.4:2). Better
treat this subject in the ordinary course of the sermon
than to have set sermons on them, Lawful yet not ex-
pedient? (I Cor,6:12 10:23), Vicious attack oftem arous=-
es antagonism, and people thus stirred are hard to win.
(3) =Historical subjects,~Full of instruction. The providential
handa of God pervades all history. In the Bible God's pro-
vidential dealings with nations are recorded, God 1is
teaching by exampls. Nothing so interests us as personale
ity. The Bible is largely history, and a great part of
history is biography, the story of individual lives. There
are in the Bible examnples of both good and bad characters
of both sexes, and of every condition of life, (ICor.l0:1l
Jage5:10 II Pet.2:6 Jude 7). ' s

(4) »=ExpeTimental subjects.-HIstorical subjects include the

octrinal and moral element, S0 experimental subjects ine
clude doctrinal, moral and historical element. The Bible
deseribes instances of conviction of sin and salvation, and
of personal experiences, Paul spoke several times of his
own experiences, econversion, trials, conflicts and consola-
tions,

3.-3ermons for particular occasions.~
(Ti.-FuneraE sermons;yﬁeopIe prefer the simple service. In

sorrow people ifeel the special need of God's mercy and grace
and the preacher should give the Gospel of consolation and
the necessity of versonal holiness, as the requisite for
meeting God in peace. People will be present who never
attend Church. The preacher should point out clearly the
way of 1life, anc with tenderness invite to the Savior,
Attempts at eulogy place the minister in a difficult posi-
tion, as many people‘die unsaved. The preacher is not there
to sulogize the dead, but to preach to the living. Utter-
ances concerning the departed should be a small part of
what he has to say, and these mmust be truthful, %When the
departed was a Christian the preacher can speak of that
fact, and mention anything which is worthy of imitation. If
the departed was unsaved better say nothing as to his
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future state, 1le are not to make much of death~bed re-
pentances, for it will encourage a false hope in others to
postpone getting saveds

(2) e=Anniversary sermons.-Some preachers think that they should
not give a Gospel sermon on such occasions. It is best to
preach an evangelistic message. Science and learning may
be the every day diet of professors and students, and from
the minister they would rather have something else, They
feel that the preacher should preach the Gospel. As one
looks out over an audience of hundreds of young people he
covets them for God. Think of the power they ¢an be for
good or evil. Richard Baxter (1615-1691) said, "I preach
as never sure of preaching again, and as a dying man to
dying men." Anniversary messages are never so helpful as
when full of the Gospel. It is an opportunity to reach
people who seldom, if ever, attend Chruch, and who may
never be reached again.

(3).-Revival sermons.-Vhere the object is to win people to
Christ. OSorme pastors may have to conduct their own revival
meetingse. At other times they call in a brother pastor or
evangelist, Occasions are so varied and different that it
is impossible to make rules to cover all cases, yet some
will be helpful.
as~They should be brief.-People get weary from long ser-

vices every nighte. There are other things besides the

sermon, as the appeal and altar service, The preacher
can preach conviction on the audience, and then preach
it off again by long continuance,

They should be varied in character,.-In congregation

there 1is every variety of people, with every variety of

need. Variety is necessary in the selection of topics.

Some are for the edification’and encouragement of the

saints, some are for the lax, cold and indifferent

professing Christians, whose inconsistencies are a

source of hindrance, some proeclaim in no uncertain

sound God's judgment upon sin, and some present the
love and mercy of God to win those who are hungry but
hesitating.,
c.~They should be<‘sound Gospel messages.-llere sensational-
ism, cheap wit, vulgar denunciation, extravagant state-
ments, half truths and errors are out of place, and not
true Gospel preaching. Zarnest and loving yet faithful
presentation of Bible truths, as sin, atonement, re-
%entance, regeneration, judgment and mercy is necessary

Acts 20:26,27), .

4.~Sermons for particular classes,.-

(1) .~Sermons to children.-1t would be well to give special
attention to-this., Few are successful in this ministry.
One minister, who for years considered that he had no
talent for special ministry to children, found that he
did have special gifts along this line.
a.~Principal things to do.-

(&) o-Interest the children.-In young children imagina-
tion 1s predominant; in children from 10-12 it is
memory, and not till they are of the teen age do
the powers of reasoning become active. Refrain
from using big words, abstract terms and argu-
ments. Use narrative as Christ's teachings were,

be
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and stories will leave pictures in their minds.
Adults will pay respectful attention to something
that does not interest them, but little children
will not. 1In order to interest them the messages
must be clear and briefs, Variety is necessary as
to matter and utterance, and make use of both
pathos and humor. Few successful in sermons to
children unless able to employ a few touches of
hunior, ©Neither gravity nor humor is to be stress-

" ed.

(b) ~Instruct the children.-By such illustrations as °*
will appeal to them. Appeal to their affections,
and not to their fears; win, but not frighten
then, However, thoughtless a child may seem to be
its conscience is active. The whole service will
be dull to them unless they learn some Bible
truthse

(¢) o-Impress the children,-Speak of interesting and
instructive facts and truths in concrete and fam-
iliar terms, speak to the child's imagination ana
conscience, and spcak with desire to lead them to
decide for Christ as their Savior. Thus only wil’
we have the entrance into their hearts. The :
children are not to be addressed as already saved,
but as nceding to be saved.

b.-Time for sermons to children.-

{a) «=Sunday morning service.-Brief address to th
children before the sermon to the adults, This is
good but not sufficient. The children should have
a service of their own.

(b).-Sunday School service.-Occasional sermons to chil-
dren,

(c) e=Sevarate service for the children.-
a'.-lleek day afternoon.-Saturcday afternoon. Good

for smaller Churches.
b'.-Sunday norning.-Children's Church at the same
time of the morning service of worship in an-
other auditorium. This is for larger Churches
which have more than the one auditorium.
(2) «=Sernmons for othor special classesS.-
Qo~Cla3sScSe~-

(a) -The aged.=

(D) .=Young men Or WOmen.-

(c) .~Ilothers Or fathers,-

(djg-rrofessional €N & =

(e o=TJori<ing men.-

b.=-Ceneral SUgg estions. -

(2] c-Caution as to selection of text or subject.-
Something appropriate. Avoid straining arter
effect, particularly what is forced or far fetch-

ed, In the application of the subject to the
occasion,

(b).»Av01d belng personal in address or anplication.-

"~ The occasion itself will do much in applying what
is paid to the particular class of persons present
There is a danger of renelllng the very persons
that we desire to reach if too pointed or direct.

(c) y=Treat the subject in such a way as to interest
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the general congregation.~-The special class
addresssd 1Ay be Small in comparison to the rest
of the audiences Zven if the class specially
addressed is in the majority still there is reason
for having something helpful to all,

(d) .-Preach the Gospel,-Shun sensationalism. It is
wrong to let Ssuch an opportunity degenerate into
a means of advertising the preacher. Ixalt Christ.
(II Cor.4:5).

Se=Ceneral materials for preaching.-

(L) =Invention and 158 aidSe.-1t is of supreme importance to

every preacher to have something to say., Some 11inds are
more creative than others, and the same minds vary as to
moods. If a preacher has no power of invention he is at

a disadvantage as a preacher. If he has some natural
ability along this line it is capable of indefinite ex-
pansion. It is the duty of every preacher to train the
inventive faculty. T "ue pDrocesses are necessary in the
development-of the power of invention, acquisition %
(kn§wledge), reflection (tliousht) and exercise (constant
Use ) «

(2) s=Accunulation of maeteriasl.-The chief materials of the ser=

mon are not invented at the time of preparation,.but are
the result of previous acquisition and reflection. This
is true of much that seems to have then, for the first
time, come to nind, It is the revival of something for-
gotten, or the development of something known already.
Young preachers arc often deceived, Their first sermons
are made with comparative eese, They think that it will
be easy all of the time, but they are like people who
inherit fortunes and spend them quickly. The ~young
preacher rejoices in his readiness of specch, and is not
awarc that he is drawing upon all that he has thought,
felt, seen, read and heard, This goes on for some time
consuning all that he has stored up, and presently he
begins to wonder why it is hard to prepare sermons. If
he fails to keep his mind active by constant study he will
soon cease to interest his audience. Acquisition of
sermon material must be drawn from every source, All
knowledge will be useful., Principal sources from which
material is derived:

a.-From Scripture.~All through the life this should be the

preaciner's-chief study, Accurate knowledge of Bible
cheracters, and a general familiarity with the Bible,
l'any - are deficlent in a general knowledge of the Bible,
Read, as well as study, it, study particular books,
and minute examination of particular passages. New
and varled experiencses of life bring us new neaning in
the "Tord of God. :

b,-From 3ystematic Theology.~This is indispensable if the

preacher is %o exert a lasting influence on his hear-
ers; It gives boldness, and confidence in the "Tord of
God, which no critlcism can shake, It helps preach
one doctrine without conflicting with another doctrine.
Possession of systematic acquaintance with revealed
truth gives authority to the messages. People will
listen to one who has positive opinions, and who speaks
from a thorough and systematic study of the great
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doctrines of the Bible.
c.-From Church History.-This does not receive the atten-
tion that it should. FEach denomination has had favorite
doctrines, and so we must study the peculiar opinions of
the different denominations.
d.-From the study of -written sermons,~They are not to be
‘borrowed directly, but assimilated by reflection, and
nmade part of our own thinking. Analyze carefully a few
cf the great preaciers and their sermons., This is
better than a hasty reading of many.
e.~From all of our reading.-Those who have had linited
educational advantages should read good books. Abandon
the idea of reading everything. Limit the field, and
cultivate that field thoroughly. In an age of multi-
tudes of books good advice is "Read only the best works,
of the great authors, and so recad as to make it part of
our own thinking."
f.~From general knowledge of human nature.~-Conversations
with otihers on religious and general subjects, enriche-
ing the nind for future needs, If it is only for the
making of sermons then every sermon will make us poorer,
but if we go deeply into it for its own sake every
sermon will make us richer. “Bring out of our treasure
things new and old¥ (lat.l3:52).
(3) e=Originality.-
a.-0riginality may be absolute or relative.-

(a).~Absolute originality.-Bringing into existence
thoughts that this world never knew before. This
is rare. In the physical world new facts are being
learned constantly, and new nmechanical instruments
are invented, but in the world of ideas it is
different. It is difficult to be absolutely
original, yet originality is nossible. Among the
millions of people in-the world patient thinkers
.are comparatively few, but a patient thinker will
think something unknown to all who have been before
him,

(b) .~Relative originality.-"e produce- thoughts that were
not deriVed*%?bm anyv-other minds, though other

minds, unknown to us, have had the very sane
thoughts. The same experiences in life have
awakened in us the same reflections that they have
awakened in others. IHence some mistake their re-
lative originality for absolute, thinking that
those thoughts were new to the-world. IMuch has
come to us from the Seriptures, and hence is not
original with us. 'fe can be original in the sense
that we can have original views as to0 the mean-
ing of Scripture. To interpret and ponder for our=-
selves is the privilege of all. Do not take for
granted that the theologians and commentators are
always correct in their opinions. The very conflict
of views shows us that we must think of ourselves.
In the choice of topics, construction of the ser-
mon, illustrations and epplication of the truth we
can be original. :
be="y originality is desirablee-
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(a) e=7i11 oevelqg_d1301n¢1ne.—flll strengthen the mind.
In nmatters of mental improvement the hard way is
the best‘wey. Exercise of the body will make it
stronger, and the same is true of the mind. As
walking is worth more than riding in developing
the body so originality is worth more than using
other men's thoughts for strengthening the mental
facultiess Preachers are urged to independent
and patient thinking.
(b).-Vlll riake the sermons more impressive,-
=711l interest the speaker himself,-This is
truc if It ig nis own possession, and he is
not dispensing the thoughts of otners. The
preacher will have more confidence and earn-
estness when he is original,
b'.~7ill interest the audience.-This is so if the
‘audience reels that thic thoughts are original
with the preacher, It will zive an increcased
respect for him, and regard for all that he
Sayse.
c.-Obstaclcs in the way of originality.-
(a)u-urroncous views as to the nature of originality.-
~Imagine that there 18 no originality except
absolhte.-As this 1s seldom acnicved the
minister is discourag ed, and contents himseclf
with second~hand 1dnas.
M",~Refrﬂ1n Trom reading.~As a means of promoting
orlrkualltw and thus becomes barren mentally.
A8 wcll av01o conversation as to avoid rcading.
Reading leads to much that we will recally mnake
our Own.
.-11stake eccentricity for or;glna11Qy.
I1sdirect and pervert the power of expression
and fail to accomgllsp what otherwise night
be accomnlished, :
(b) .-Indolence,-Original thinking is laborious and slow,
The hardest work that a minister does. !any re-
fuse to do this, :
() .~Vast amount of literature available,-Rcading,-
“acc 1pan1vd‘3“ thinking, promotes originality,
but there is a tendency to waste time reading that
which does not denand thinking., One who-reads
light literature will never be a thinker, nor be
worth much as a preachcr.
(d) «.-Character of the agec.-Unfavorable to deep thinking.
The QCm&nd today is for cqulick processes.
"Tnowledge made easy”’ is the desire of this age
of sneed and the LGSU]t is superficiality.
(4).-Pla~iarlsm.-0r oorrow1 Among the Romans 1t was a kid-
napper who stole or entlced away anothor man's servant or
slave, and sold him as his own proporty. This gave rise to
the prcsent day use of the word, It refers to literary
theft, stealing and using another man's ideas, words or
writings, and paos:‘.“b thenm off as his own. This practice is
to be censured, and no aefcnse made conecerning it. ‘hat is
the distinction between plagiarism and lecgitimate borrowing?
A person may practice plagiarism when the purpose was only




NORTI7ZST BIBLI INSTITUTE, Seattle, 'Jashington Page 18
HOITILIZTICS II  (JUIIOR3)

borrowing.
a.-Proper use of otl.er men's thoughts.-Applies to what read
or heard.

(a)e=Use made of what previously read.-Never appropriate
the entire message of another even with proper
acknowledgment of it. It is lawful, under certain
circunstances, to read the serrion of another to an
audiencc, but only as reading, not as preaching.

(El,—Rgodippmgbout a _text or subject alter selecting.-
1f the subject or Text 1s not plain we should; in

garly preparation, read comventarluu, Surmons,
dcvotional hooks or other helps, though not borrow
directly., Avoid all cxtremes.
a',-Abstain from reading.-A mistaken desgire for
o&irinality causcs some to refrein from all read-
ing. Such deceive thnSblVGS, for much of their
thourhts wereé derived from recading or hearing all
through their lives. Such deprive themselves
from caluable helps in considering the subjecct
fromn every angle.
bm.-R“"a 1ﬁstead of thinkins.-Filling mind only with
The thoughts of otgurs. This 1n obgectionablu.
«=Both thinlk and read.-Aludle path. Thinlk long
“before reading at all., hen read anything Wnlch
bears on the subjcct. On some subjects we lack
information, and it is well to read in order to
make the message interesting and instructive.

b, ~Proper acknowlederzent of thc usc of other men's thoughts.-
Hever use, Vv withovt acxnowlcdsricnt, the outlinc of a scrmon.
Does thec evil of stcaling dcnund on waether or not we are
caught in the act? Should a man do wheat he is ashamed to
confess? (acts 23:1 24:16). IT a preacher confesses that
he is using the outlinc of anothcr tiic interest of the
audiencc in the message is lost. If it is bad to confess
borrowing it is worse to conceal it. Avoid books on
Skeleton Scrrons® or “Book of Outlines®, One is entitled
1Sleep without anxiety®. A man in the ministry who wants
to be honest should not allow such books to be in his
library. 'hcn guoting mention the sorrco, as the author's
name give weight to the ideas, such as Spurgeon, Bcecaer,
Finney, Iocody. AlsO statemcnts used supposed t0 be words
of Napolcon or Lincoln,

(5).~Freshness in ﬁreach¢n&.-ﬂids to freshness:
8.-Study LLe Bible.-Thie Bible in gencral, and the text in

Dartlcujar. *ic connot fail to havo LTOSln“Su in preach-

ing if we continuc throughout our lives the daily study

of the "Tord of Codl.

be=Study the agc in wiich we live.-Its thoughts whether
rvliglous or irrcliigious. %he fruits of our findings will
appear in the messages.

Co-Study 1ndiv1dua;s.-ths101qns and IWWVurs do. The preach=
or 1S to Do & Pastor or Shepherd, and he must know Deople
end apply the 'Jord of God to thoir 1nd1vidual needs.
Sermon matcrial ”111 conc as the result of conversations.
Yo prcach r can Xecp up freshness in his sermons without
keeping up 5001ﬂl contact with his peoples

de=Study vourSﬂlf -Continue to learn from nistalkes. Eave an
earncst desire to be a betbter »rcachers Discover latent
powers to be devcloped.,
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(6) «-Sensational prcaching.-In trying to give freshness sone
become sensationals Ilnlster1n~ to t“b curiosity of the
crowd, attacking people with sarcasm or discussing non-
1mportant issues wnlch have been exaggerated unduly are
things which have no placc in the pulpit, A Droachur
may think that he usces “plain spcech® (II Cor.3: 12) when
he is only sensational, intidote for this:

8e=3ound Biblical DTGQCthﬂ.— thorough study of God's

lord is a preventlve of sensationalism. '7e find in
the Bible tihe mind and will of God, and we are to
bring these truths to the hearers on tlhic cuestions of
the day, for the Bible is an up to dato Book.

De=-AN earnust desire to win souls.—Sensatlonal preachers
usc this plea, but they arc self deccived. They are
deceiving uACmsclvos into oellev1nb that they arec -
attracting pcople, and bringing the Gospel to then,
when they are- 1nfluencoa by the desire for anplause
and notorlety, and to makc a name for themselves, The
preacher needs to search his heart on this matter to
see 1f he has the motive of love for Christ and souls
or love for notoricty.,

+~Good taste.~-Scnsationalism is not good taste. The
preacher must consider the Church and the community:
Tastes differ in different Churches and communitics,
as any ninister will find in going from one Church or
community to anothecr, If the good-rtaste of the people
is offended the minister will fail, and will repecl
rather than attracte.

6+-Spccial materials for scrmons.-

(1) e=ExXpnlanation.=
a.-hxplanation in genersl.-3ome passages in the Serip-

tures ere not understood and need cxplanation, Some
doctrines are understood 1npcrfeotly. The people
need to have a clear understanding of what they pro-
fess to believe, lanr guestions arise which call for
explanation. The »preacher needs to teach as well as
persuadc, Do not atterppt to explain:
(2) s=That_is ngy true.-The minister is to teach truth,.
(BTZ-Jhat vou do not unaurstand.-T 1is is impossible, .
(c)o-That cannot be cxplaincd.-'Secret and revealed
things™ (Duct.o9: 2§T' ot to be wisc above

what is written™ (I Cor, 4:6).

(d)e=" ﬂat does not nced explanation.-As the nature of
“Talth, Some say that ticy do not know what faith
rcally ise It is only their excuse for rejection
or delay, The real difficulty is the lack of
disposition to believe. There is nothing nvster-
ious about faith, as daily life is filled with
ite The task of the pnrceacher is to tell the
peoplc what tc believe, and why believe, but not
how to bclieve,.

b.-Zxplanation of prts.-Josus “opcned the minds of the

apostles” (Lu.c4:06,24:27,32,45), and Paul at

Thessalonica (40tS 17{::3'"”

(a) e~ Excgesis.-"Thich 1s the critical explanation of a
portion of Scripture, 'hat does not bear on the
subject distracts the attention from the main
message. There is to be no show of acquaintance

f
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with the original languag s, various commentaries,

of a list of names of various preachers who favor-
ed this or that explanation, Take the result of

careful investigation, and nrescent it in such a

way as to hide the investigation itsclf. Some

_texts are capable of explenation in a verr few

VJOI‘dSa
(b) e=Narrative.-Deal mainly with the Bible history. The
preacher must make narrative subordinate to the
object of his message, which is to convince or
persuade, Vhen somc great Bible Character is in
view choose betwccn twe courscs:
a'.-Sclcet characteristic facts in his lifc,.-Show
the chicf lcssons of his lifc, introducc such
dctails as apnly, and'omit a1l others. Lives
of such mcn as Jo cph, loses, Zlijah and Paul
may be chosen.
s=Scloet somc onc cvent of his lifc.-Or somc onc
tralt of 1is charactor, In ‘dealing with “The
Meekness of loscs™ gtate circumstanccs of his
carly training unfavorablc to the development
of mecckness, and narretc the chicf instances
where ncekncss was manifcst, as well as when
he failed, and closc with apnlication to our-
selvese
{c) e=Deseriptions«The power of dcseription is a natural
TR n “some, but it can be developed in all.
Pcople know-that they cannot make arguments with-
out thought vt tqey grc not awarc that offort is
nceessary to makc a gdod dcseription. Avoid
claboratc description. .
c.~Bxplanation of subjects.-llany truths arc obscuro, and,
without help, tacy arc unintclligiblc to many pconlce.

Some cuostlons arc perplexing, and tho v need explaining.

Vethod of cxplaining subwocts.

(a).-Dofinltlon.-Soqo define by connecting the idea with
anoticr idea, using cither comparison or contrast,
Dofinition is a means of clearnuss an clement of
instruction, a basis of argumcnt and tho beginning
of proof.

(b)o-Zxcrplification,-The average person docs not come
prohcnd definitions cxprcsscd in abstract terms.
Ideas arc morc interesting when an cxample-is :
givens Hobe.ll:1l dcfines, or characterizes, faith,
and the chapter is filled with exainples.: uxamples
abound in thc Bible as well as in prcsent daily
life,

(c) e=Compar ison,~Christ's parablcs werc analogy Or com-
parison. “Unto what shall I liken this gunoratlon"
(Mato,1l:16)a “Thec Kingdom of Heaven is likec unto® -
(12t ,15:24). e shall comc as a theif® (lat. 24:43,
44 T Thes. "2). Christ's parablcs show the im-
portance of bxplanation, and the valuc of comparison
as a means of effcctlng it. Iis parablcs show how
important it is to draw corparisons from objccts
familiar to His hearers,

(2) e=Argunent.-Or proof. It is acccpted when arguments arc
drawn from something within the range of taoucht and
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presented in plain terms. Argument forms an important

part of material for preaching. 'We need argument as

well as appeal to the emotions.

a.-Importance of argument in preacqlngﬂyThere are many
doubters and opposers-to be convinced, There are,
also many who believe but their belief will be
strengthened bv conv1nclng proof, The most success-
ful revival preachers are argumentative in their
méthods, Some who maintain sound doctrine support it
by unsound reasoning, and thus the way-is opened for
oD Jonents to overthrow their arguments, and thus
apnear to have overthrown the doctrine itself, Some
things cannot be proved, others do not need to be,
others have been sufzic1entlv proved before and
taken for granted., The truth of Scripture is assumed
and does not need to be proved. The authority of the

Tord‘of God, and its plain utterances upon any ques-

tion, rwust be accepted by the preacher as final,

Every preacher should develop the power of argument

even thougn it is not pleasant to hinm,

b.-Questions prelinlnarv to argument .-

(a).—Snall tie nroposition be stated at the beginn-
ing? —The stetement may be diificult O grasp,
or it may be one which the audience is unwill=-
ing to hear, or they may have strong prejudice
against the proposition. DPeople do not like to
be caught unawares, and the preacher must avoid
the appearance of belnb antaronlstlc. There
should be no concealment of his purvose,

(b) ,ihere lies the burden of nroof”-The 0ld idea was,
'"Prod?:lles on the omne who affirms, and not on
the one who denies,” Noone is reoulred to
prove the negative of another man's statement.
He may refute the statement by a contrary state~
ment, in whlch case he becomes the one who
affirms, and he must prove his statement. ‘A
statement may be made in the negative form, and
that must be proved, as the statement of the
atheist, “There is no God" (Ps.l4:1 53:1).
He is bound to prove it, something that he
cannot édo. A statement is seldom put in the
negative form. The statement may be negative
in effect, though affirmative in form, as in the
case of proving an alibi. Ile must prove that he
was in another place, when the deed of which he
was accused, was done, Iie establishes a nega-
tive, but he does so by proving his positive
assertion.
(c).What value has presumption in argument?-There
are tiree neanlngs:??'presumptibn-
a',-The common iteaning of »nresumption.~ A pre-
sumption in favor oi any proposition is
something which inclines us to believe that
it is true before we examine the proof. It
is that part of evidence which leads us to
believe without further investigation. On
further investigation it may be established
or overthrown. Presumption differs in
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value according to the opinions of the per-
sons in tie argument. “hat night be strong
presumption to one might be none at all to
another,

b'.~-Legal usage of preswmtion.-Owing to differ-
ence as to strength of preswmption it becomes
necessary to establish arbitrary presumnption
in law, The most faniliar is the maxim that
an accused person is presumed to be innocent
until he is proven guilty. This is in the
interest of justice and secures a fair trial.
Zis case is-tried by the evidence that can
be obtained, and by that alone. The warrant
is issued on the legal presumption of guilt,
but the trial proceeds on the legal arbitrary
presumption of innocence, :

c'es~-"hately's definition of presumption.-
Arciabishop Richard "hately (1787-1863) has
given a definitich of presumption differing
from both tie common and legal usage. The
burden of proof lies on the one who disputes
the statement? opposite of "He who affirms
st prove." IHe says, “There is presumption
in favor of an institution, so the burden of
proof rests on the one wio proposes to change
it, on the ground that since the change is
not for the good, he who desires the change
must show cause for it." He had in nind
Infant Baptisiz and the Episcopacy.

c.-Principal varieties of argument.-
(a).-Argument from cause to effect.=(Apriori).

Oppnosite of from effect to cause (Aposteriori).

a'.-Used originally by writers on logic (Sound
reasoning).-""hen, in proving that we have a
revelation, it is first argued from the -
character of God and the condition of man,
that a revelation was to be expected., Apart
from revelation we cannot understand the
character of God, or even know it.

b'.-Distinguish between logical andé physical
sequence.-"7ith many of them God was not well
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wild~-
erness® (I Corl0:5), The fact that God was
not well pleased was the logical conseguence
of their being overthrown. It was, also, the
cause of it.

¢'.-Distinguish between occasion anc cause.-A
drunkard says to the liguor seller, "“You are
the cause of my drunkenness." The liquor
seller was the occasion, but the cause was the
drinker's appetite and craving for liquor. To
remove the occasion (ligquor seller) would
lessen the evil (drunkenness), but it would
not remove the cause (cravingz for liquor).

(b).-Argument from deduction.-Reasoning from the
general to the particular, from the universal
to the individual, or from the whole to the
part. WYe argue, or infer, a special truth
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from a general truth. Infer from general truths which
have been established. INuch of our reasoning is of
this character.,

All Scripture is true-~==-=--c-ce--- llain premise.

This doctrine is Scriptural------llinor premise.

Therefore this doctrine is true--Conclusion,

(¢)s-Argument from induction.-Process of reasoning from a
part to the whole, from the individual to the univer-
sal, from the particular to the general. e infer
that what we know to be true in a particular case will
be true in all cases. This often involves error. ilay
argue from an example, and infer hastily, that what
one person did is right for all to do. "e have news
from the East concerning the West, news from the North
concerning the South, or reports of unbelievers con-
cerning Foreign llissions. From the fact that the ne~
gro race has never been highly educated some infer
hastily that it never can be., Others see progress in
knowledge made by & few negrces, and say that the
negro is a highly intellectual race. Certain uneducat~
ed ministers surpass educated ministers in preaching
ability, and some infer hastily that education is un~
necessary. In regard to physical facts one example is
necessary., Chemical experiments need not be repeated t
to prove something.
(d) s ~Argument from &p@;pgy.—Likeness between two things.

If two or umore things agree with one another in one or
more respects they will agree in other respects. Most
figures of speech rest upon analogy. "John, James
and Peter were pillars of the Church" (Gal.2:9).
Argument from analogy is valuable in refuting objec-
tions., If one says that it is unrighteous for God to
punish a man for violation of His laws, when that man
did not believe or know them, we answer that the same
thing holds true with physical laws, as when the seame
man would teke poison he would die, though he d4id not
believe or know that it was poison. If one objects
to the doctrine of original sin as inconsistent with
God's goodness we answer concerning inherited diseases,
or inherited tendencies to vice.

(e)-Argument from testimony.-
a',-Character of the w%tnesses.-Consider their truthe-
fulness, thelr intellect, and their opportunity

to know the truth.

b!.~Number of the witnesses.-A large number will make
the evidence stronger, "here details are numerous
the witnesses -are not expected to remember all of
them. ZBach witness selects details according to
observation, or appeal, or recollection, If all
of the witnesses agreed as to details it would
look like there has been collusion. The apparent
discrepancies in the Gospels prove that the wite
nesses were independent of each other.

¢!.~Character of that to which the witness was given.-
Testimony of Christ's miracles. That spiritual

: forces are superior to physical forces men are

slow to believe, liiracles were wrought to give
authority to reveletion., The chearacter of Christ
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and of His teachings was consistent with His mir-
acles. If one denies miracles then, to be consis-
tent, he has to deny the power of Christ's character
and teachings, as he cannot account for them. Tes~
timony of Christ's resurrection. This cannot be
sheken. The argument is strengthened by the slowness
of the apostles themselves to believe testimony concerning it.
d.-Certain forms of argument.- ~

(a).-From the stronger to the weaker.-(A forteriori). It
shows that if something is true in a less probable case
it is much more true in a probable case, Teachings of
Christ. (lat.6:30 Lu.l1:13 23:31) Teachings of the
apostles (Rom.8:32 Eeb.2:2,3 I Pet,4:17,18).

(b) . ~-Progressive approach.-Concerning the being of God in
proportion as men have become civilized the idea of the
unity andé moral excellence of God has risen higher. In
every age religious tolerance has gained ground when
Scripture knowledge has gained ground,

(¢).-Dilemma.-Two assumpticns of such a character that one or

- the other must be true. Gamaliel (Lcts 5:38,39), In
either case "Refrain from these men and let them alone."

() . -Redugdng to an ebsurdity.-(Reductio ad absurdum). Used

or Trefutation., Yhen it is argued that we should not
send the Gospel to the heathen, on the ground that if
they reject it they are guilty and will be doomed, we
answer that the Gospel should never have been preached
at all and &ll would be saved. Proving their point
would lead to such an absurdity of error.

(e).-From something conceded by the opposition.-(Ex concesso).
“hat is known and admitted by the opposition is used in

: refutation to establish a truth.
es.-Refutation.~

(a)os-Prove the opposite truth.-This is generally sufficient
to refute error. This iIs to be preferred to answering
objections. Yet it is not always sufficient, as the
erguments of adversaries must be met and their objections
removed. In controversial sermons the preacher has no
actual antagonist, yet antagonistic arguments must be re-
futed, (Tit.l:9-ll). We are inclined to refute the
negative rather than prove the positive, and to destroy
rather than to build up., He who assumes the character
of a defender of unpopular doctrines gains from super-
ficiael people sympathy and admiration. We must be care-
ful to assail error rather than people, and keep upper-
most in mind the desire to establish truth, Instead of
assailing try to convince,

(b),-Objections too weak to be refuted.-He who does not see
at once the ebsurdity of the opponent's objections will
not see them at all. We are not to waste time in re-
futing trifling objections, nor answer objections which
would never trouble the minds of the hearers, *

(¢).-Divide the @ifficulty.-Show that terms are embiguous,

- premise false, reasoning unsound end conclusions in--
appliceble. Refutetion geins by dividing the objections,
It is seldom thet one reply can remove all points of
error. We must learn how to take the offensive, and
turn objections into proof. The best defense is an
~offense, Unscriptural doctrines give us opportunity to
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present Scriptural truth. Thus objections are turned
into proof.

(4)+-Show how error mey have originated.-This is strong re-

futation of error. The opposers of Infant Beptism,

after of disposing of such pessages from the New Testa-

ment es mey have been presented in support of it,

destroy the arguments in its favor by pointing out thet

Infant Baptism originated in the 3rd century.
(e)e~Indirect refutation.-

al!,=Argunent rcferred back to the ob'ector;-(Argumentum
ad %ominem?. This 1s of advantege in deeling with

unreasona?le objector§, "Whose mouths must be
stopped™ (Tit.l1:10,11). Jesus silenced the Phari-
sees (liat.12:27). He cid not say that the disciples
of the Pharisees actually cast out devils, but He
"stopped their mouths", Paul silenced objectors to
the doctrine of the resurrection (I Cor.l15:29). Ee
wes not defending the practice of being "beptized
for the dead"™ but simply "stopped the mouths"™ of
"unreesonable opponents" (II Thes.3:2).

b!e~irony.~0r Sarcesms This is used 25 e meens of mek=-

ng the opponents or their arguments ridiculous,
Elijah on Carmel (I Ki, 18:87). Employed with great
against modern forms of infidelity, and falsehood
end errors in doctrine., MNark Twein in "Roughing It®
is ridiculing Normonism. Jesus used this method
(llat.9:13).

cl.-Contrast the objsction with somcthing else which is

teken for grentede.=~ A Inian censured for soms bad
Tebit of ais Teplies by mentioning some other wvice
which is worse., Yhen we object to dancing es & sin-

ful practice its defenders reply thet it is no worse
then talking scandal,

(£).-Sympethy of the audience for the speaker.-The sympathy
of the audience usuelly goes out to the one who is
Victorious., Influenced by this they overemphasize the
extent of the refutation, Arguments advenced in favor
of a proposition may have been refuted, and yet the
proposition was true. "hen an opponent overwhelmingly
refutes some of the arguments presented, and then states
thet "In TIke menner all of tho rest could be refuted
if it were worth while" the mass of the audience believe
it is so, and regerd him as the victor.

f.-Order of

arguments,~=This is as importent as force of the

- argunents. There 1s an advantage of e well arrenged discourse
over a mass of scattered thoughts. Some proofs are explained
by others put forth previously. Some proofs presuppose others.
Some proofs have great weight if preceded bx,certagn Others.

It is generally best to begin with a weak arguuent, and end

with one

stronger producing & climax, If the sudience is

unfavorable to our views it is well to begin with a strong
ergument, so as to command their respecet and gein their
attention. Next arguments of less importance, and close with
the strongest of all for the final impression. :

a ."‘Cu

«~General suggestions g to srgument.«

tivate the logicel faculty of the mind.-

al ,~otudy Dooks OI LOZiC.-There are meny.
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b',=Study other tooks lovically.-lt is well for
preachers to study
«~Prectice argunent freoucntli,-Thlnk subjects

through to develop the reasoning faculty. 'Then
we argue in conversation let it be calm and court-
eous,
(gl_-c nduet of ergument .-

a' .-Deal wwtp ihe trttn.-Do not undertalke to prove °
enything unless we are convinced that it is true,
and satisfied that Je can prove it,

b'.~Besin with something acknovwledred.-Let arguments
Start witi "somethis ng W Ten Ghe person addressed
will acknowledse fully. This is imortant though
often neglected. It is the method of riissionaries
in dealing with non-Christian relizions,

! ~Use 1ntel¢j¥hile armuments.~Intelligible to our
Teerers, and will be likely to nake an impression
on their minds, Never use aﬁythlng which the nass
of our hearers cannot conprehend or follow, The
preucher should study the nind of his audience.

Ee shouléd put hinself ip the position of his hear—
ers, and consider how his arguments will eppea

from their point of view, This is why the un—
educated have uniore power of persuasion over the
corgion people than the educated do. IIe says what
is the natter of COTZION belief, and says what lies
close to the hearts of his hearers #The common
people heerd Jesus ~ladly® (Lk.*a.37;.

§J'-,gpe“c on uCTthUﬁﬁ_:'_ar“hf ~-Give preference
to those thet are piain and unuuestlonab¢e. Rely
on the commlon sense views of tle plain teachings
of Scriptures. 1I'o other-arzurents cone so ap“ronri-
ately from the preacher, or are so effective with
tle peonle.

e'.-Select few argurents.-"e gle not to multiply arzu-
Tenss to ercess even thou we thinlz that uhey are
too ood to te abandoned, Glaeon dlSuiSSGd 22,000
soldiers, and then 9,700 more, and he won th
viectory with the 300, So let tihe preach er dismiss
arguwaents, and win the sudience with a fe 55
too nany aﬁ;u%ents are taken all will be d¢scussed
in too brief and too hurrieé manner, Cormon hear-
ers who listen to rapild ou cession of many proors
are like people vho travel Lurriedly, end see
little, end no lasting iu@r—ssion is mede.

(5)o~Illhstrmtion.
=Varicus USEE, -
er ~To. eg;gzgglﬂ-Lu:s is the priaary use., To illustrate
18 to throw light on tiae subject,
(;Q’_;LL“rove, -Freguent uss of illustration.

et .—QCJ,V end 8,-Paul used three illustrations.
Believers are dead to Sin, and risen to newness
of 1ife; believers have csased to be- gleves 1o
sin, and have becomse servants of God, and belliev=
ers are uc“rleﬂvpg_;i_jgi ausband, Chr ist, and no
lonssr ere in bonde-e to the Yeaw, Sach of these
i¢lu~tr ations, not only explains the beliover's

position, but Involves grzument from analogy,
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b'.~Roms1lle~The figure ol the olive tree, This
illustration from analogy established a positive
trubhe
(c)s=-To awaken esttention.~Used in the introduction of a
sermon serves o secure the attention of the audience
fron the very beginning. Still more serves as pro=
gress in the nessage if the interest begins to wane.
(d)«~To arouse emotions.~The parable of the Prodizal Son
touches the heart as it illustrates God's readiness
to receive the returning sinner, The chief object of
such stories is to arouse the enotions, Such plant
the seed of truth in receptive soil.

(e)e~To assist memory.-To retain the lesson of the sermon.
Tllustrations are better than arguments. The ine
portance of illustration in preaching cannot ve overs
emphasized,s It-is our best means of explaining
Seripture truth, and often the only way of proving it.
It causes the truth to be remembered, “Then the force
of an argunient is not seen at first an illustration
brings it out clearly. It was so with the parables of
Jesus, and Tis example decides the question for us,

In Fis teachings illustrations abound.
be=Sources of illustration.«

Tea).-0bscrvation,-iie preacher should be a careful observers
There are illlustrations in everything to one "who has
eyes to see and ears to hear.”
al!,~In Nature,~+bounds with analogy to Scripture truth.

No only those waich forece themselves on our atten=
tion, but seek for theim, Illustrations are in=-
numerable vhiech any thoughtful observer can see
for himself. Christ's most impressive illustra=-’
tions were dravm from Iis observations of Nature,
as the lily, musterd seed and birds.
b'e-lumen life.~A still richer field, Ie who observes
1ife will never be lacking in illustretion. It
wes the method of Jesus; agricultural operations.
Sowin~ seed, harvesting, winnowing, putting into
barns, fig trees, vineyards,'bottl{ng wine, Do-
mestic 1ife, Building houses, verious-dugles of
servencs and stewards, leavenincs bread, baking,
borrowing loaves’at midnight, dogs+under the table,
atchins clothes, moths in clothes, lighting
amps, sweeping house. Tradinge. Furchase of
costly pearls, finding hid treasure, rioney en-
trusted to-servants, lending on-intercst, creditor
and debtor, inprisoned for debt, tax gatherer.
Sociasl relations, TFestivals, weddings, bridal
procession, judse and widow, rich nan and beggar,
pood Samaritan. Political affalrs, King going
to war, tribute money, =Real life, Frodigal son,
watching children at play in narket place. Jesus
drew'Iis illustrations from observations of human
life, and things which were familier to all, .
(b)e=Pure inventiofe-It is lawful to invent illustrations,

T T orovided they possess probability, and must show them
to be purely inewinary illustrations. It is common ¢
for controversial writérs and speakers to write or say,
®tLet us surpose a case,’
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- {g)e-Sciences~Timense fund of illustration, Naturel
cience,  (as Botany, Qrnithology, Entomoloszy, :
Geoloy ’, Fhysical Sclence, Astronony, and Chemistrya.
We must give accurate information, and 1t 1s well
for preachers to be acquainted with the different

. branches of Science, :

(d) o ~History.~Great preachers slways have made much of
use of illustrations from History, The field s
boundless, God has been at work in the eyvents of
Eistory more than the average -erson Xnows, '

{g)s=News of the day,~''e must be careful not to go too

ar, and get text from the Bible and the seymon from
the newspaper. This is nore familiar to the average
audience than elther Science oy History, It must
be subordinate to the alm of the sernon, :

(f)e~Literature and Art,~lLiterature, ancient and modern,

n prose and poetry, :
a's~frose,~Filgrin’s Progress, liany others,
b',~Foetry.~l.any good Authors. (Acts 17:28).
cl.-Fable,> Without knowins the source neny are

quoting from ®Aesop's Fables* as *Put your
shoulder to the wheel", "Sour zrapes®, Xing
Joash (JI Ki.14:9), Tofnan (Tudge9s7=21) .
4®,-Proverbs,-Valuable as a means of steting truth
foreibly, It is of great power especially to
the popular mind, People will retain those when
they will forget all arguments, Saul (ISem,l0:
12), David (I Sam, 24:13), Jesus (Lu, 4323 5:31
Jno, 16:29), Peter (II Pet, 2122} '
(EQA;%gg;pggggi;This is suitable to every subject, History,
ography, Poetry and Froverbs, This is the best of
all soureds of illustration. These illustrations

4 iwill be ingelligibleizo most peoplee

"sevCaution es to the use of illustrations,~
(a[§4ﬁ5€%ﬁ§§;9vérv ITlustration,-l.ake wise selection.
Select ones vest suited to the message, and use then
to explain oxr prove what is under consideration,

(b)g=Variety,=Not all from the same source, or af the
" sae kind,

{c)e~Fix attention on the subjeot.-Avoid turning the
attention from the subject co the 1llustration ite
self, Plcture of the Last Supper attracted nore

attention to the c¢up than to Christ, end the cup was
elininated, :

(4)o=Application,~This is not something hung on to the end of the
sermon, and subordinate to it, but it is the main thing, The -
preacher is not to speak before the people, but to the people,
end strive to zet them to accept the message,

» Show how the subject applies to the listeners,-""hat prace
tical instrugtion it o%fers'%ﬁbm, and wnet practical de-
nands i1t makes of them, The preacher®s message has but
one aln, and that is to make an jmpression on the listen«
ers, ané lead them to make a declision,

b, *Persuade,~This 1s the chief part of the application., It is

"~ npt enough to convince men of truth, and nake-them gee
how it applies to themselves, but as Faul says,"’e per=
suade men® (II Cor, 5:11), "Be ye reoonciled to God®

(II Cor, 5:20).

@



