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| PROPHECY - III.
THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

Its Importance in the Canone. —Q S
_,'\_.4.&,'4\,/;"

The canon of‘Scripture is incomplete without it. Will sin continue’
Will sorrow, pain, death go on? Will Satan perpetuate his evil designs:
A1l of these questions and many others are unanswered apart from the. . .

Revelation. - ;/;,e L g J 4 del
; o ool e [ Fhor o Lt s 2 ” : P
' . " A S o - 7 e :
Ihe Meaning of "Revelation®e : ; B Bk itk

TRuTH isygg;.fg } e : i Lot v ;
/gevelatign + apocalypse, from the verb, apokalupto =-- to reveal,-
make manifest, to unveil. The content of the book is the "revelation
of Jesus Christ.® - "It is not merely a revelation from Him, but
rather, and preeminently a revelation of Him as He appears today, the
glorified Son of men, It is a revelation of Josus as He stands related
to this earth and all its riches, glory and honor, of which He‘is the
rightful Proprietor; as He stands related to the true church, of which
He is the glorified Head and Husband; His relation is further shown to
Israel, of which He is the true Messiah, the anointed One; to all Gentile
nations, of which He is King of kings and Lord of lords; and to all
persons of every kindred, tribe and tongue, of whom He is the gracious’
and all-sufficient Saviour, if they will accept Him as such.," Milligan.

The Revelation is "not a mere prediction of divine judgments upon
the wicked and of the final triumph of the righteous made known by Christ
but a book of the revelation of Christ in His own person, offices am
future aduinistrations, when He shall be séen coming from heaven as He
was once seen going into heavens' -- Seisse

‘The Revelation means "Jesus Christ revealed and uncovered to mortal
view, not merely Jesus Christ reve&ling and making known things to be
recorded- for our learning.®™ -~ Seiss. Cf. I Core. 1:7; I Peter 1l:7.

Schools of Interproters.
' ‘There are three, if not four, schools of interpreters of Revelation:

. +le The Proterists, who claim that all the propheeies of the Reve-
lation have been fulfilled already in the struggles of the Jéws and of
the early Christians and in the conguests of Greece and Rome.

2. The Historical School, whose advocates insist that the prediét=-
ions contained in these prophceies are being progressively fulfillecd.
~TFor the greater part, they believe these prophccies have been fulfilled
by certain events of history té which they point as having occurrecd
gince the days of the apostlcse

NOTE =~ If this system i1s to be followed, no one but the student
of Edman9 medieval and modern history can be a compctent interpreter
of thevbook of. Revelatione

‘ 8, The Spiritual school. This school believes that Revelation
depicts the spiritual conflict between Christ and Satan, good and evil
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4, Method of Interprctatione
- We believe that the book of Revelation is in thé main yet to be
fulfilled and that only e small portion has run its-coursoc,

Symbols of Revelation.

I. Numbers, ‘
l. Threece Trinitye.

2. TFour. The number of crcation, signifies the -carth with its
four dircctions, four winds, ectce

(1) Four living creatures, 4:6-8
2) Four winds of heaven, 7:1°

3) Four corners of the carth, 7:1
4) Four divisions of time, 9:15

3, Six, Represents evil, thc devil, Antichrist, the consummation
of evil; 666, one short of seven {the number of dispensational
fullness), man's numbere

4, Seven. Number of dispensational fullness or perfeetion; comple=
tion, consummation,

1) Seven churches, (10} Seven trumphets,
~ 2) Seven spirits : ~ 11) Seven thunders;
5; Seven golden iampstands, 12) Seven thousand,

4) Seven stars, 13) Seven heads,’

5) Seven lamps-‘of Tire, (14} Seven crowns, :
6) Seven seals; ‘ (15) Seven last plagues;
7) Seven horns, {16) Seven golden vials,
8) Seven eyes, - 17) Seven mounteins,

9) Seven angefs, 18) Seven kings,

5. Ten. Number o6f the world®s activity (Beast had ten horns and ten
crowns.) 13:1e :

6. Twelve, Number of final perfect;on.

‘

(1) Twelve thousand, 7:5. (6) Twelve foundations, 21212

2) Twelve stars; 12:1 (7} Twelve apostles, 21:14
3) Twelve gates, 21:12 ?8) Twelve pearls; 21:21
9) Twelve fruits, 22:2

{4; Twelve angels; 21:12 ,
3) Twelve tribes, 21:12 \

e & quors. ‘

l, White. Purity; righteousness, joy, victory. Nineteen times.
2. Red, Bloodshedy war, :
S. Purple. Impérial luxury and-’pomps’ ‘
e 4. Emerald-green, ‘Fruitfulnéss, rest, refreshing.
S5s Black. Calamity, distress.

i & = N Animatevforms.
le Lambe  Symbol of Christ. Twenty-six times.
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2. Eagle, 4:7;-12:14

3 Horses, 6:2, 4,5,8,

4, Wild beast, chapts. 13 and 17
Ss Frogs, 16:13°

6e Locusts,'9:5,7

7. Lion, 5:5

(The following outline of Revelation by J. W. Kemp is e bout as
clear a general analysis of the content of the book as can be made.
The student should not make any attempt to memorize it at first, bu
should refer to it from time to time),

Qutline of Revelation

_ : Kby Verse - Chapt. 1339
I. CONCERNIhG CHRIST: or, "Things which thou ast seen.” ohe 1
1. Introduction. 1l:1-3 -
2s The prophet - John

(1} Moods = "In the Spirit©,.

{2} Tine, = "On the Lord's Day™ or "In the Lord®'s Day (thecxay of
the Lord)a.

3) 2laces, - Patmos

(4) Voices = "Write"

3. The Vision - Christ in relation to His church and its ministry.

(1) Placé. - "In the midst",

(2) Forme = "Like unto."

(3) Appearance, - His pérsonal gloriecs.
(4) Words. "The things®,

(5) Effect = Overwhelm*ng.

3 @8 CONCERNING THE CHURCH: ar, "Things which are." Chs. 2 end 3

l. Ephesus. Che. 2

(1) Prerogative of Christ. 1
(2) Commendation. 2,3 e
(3) Reproof and admonitlon. 4 5
(43 Encouragemente 6

(5) Admonition and Promise. 7

2. Smyrna
(1) Prerogative of Christ. 8

(2) Commendation and encouragements 9, 10
(3) Admonition and promises 11

3« Pergamose

(1) Prerogatives 12
2) Commendatione 13
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(3) Reproof and warning. .14:16
(4) Admonition and promise. 17

4. Thyatiras

(1) Prerogative. 18

(2) Commendatione. 19

(3) Reproof and—threat. 20-23.
(4) Promises 46 - °

éﬁ) Admonitione 25

6) Promise. 26429,

5, Sardis. Che 3

(1) Prerogative. la
(2) Admonitiom. 1b=3
(3; Commendatione. 8
(4) Promise 4-6

6. Philadelphia

(1) Prerogative 7
(%) Commendation. 8
(2) Assurance and promise. 9~13

7« Laodiceae

(1) Prerogative. 14 :
(2) Judgment, admonitione. 15~19
(3) Promiseo 20-22

| IIT. CONCERNING THE KINGDOM or, "Things which shall be.®
1. Before the thousand yearé. ~chs, 4-18 :

(l The throne. ch. 4
22 The lambe che §
3) The visions. chs, 6-18

a, Seven seals. chs. 6: 8:1
{Parenthetical) che 7

b, Seven Trumphets. 8:2 to 11:19

" {Parenthetical) 10:1 to 11:14°
c. Seven mystic personse c¢hs. 12, 13

~ (Parenthetiéal l4:1-to 15:5
d. Seven vials. 15:6-16 :
©. Babylon « mystical and literal. chs. 17, 18

2. The thousand years. 19:X to 20:6

(1) The merriage of the Lemb. che 19
(2) The millennium, 20:1<6

a, Satan bounde, VSSe 13-

be First resurrection, 4+6

3« After the thousand.yeazs.;.’ZO:V‘to 22:5
(1) The greaet white throne., 20:7-15
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(2) The eternal kingdem. 21:1 to 22:5, /7nmﬂ“*jbﬂwﬁﬁu¢/
IV. EPILOGUE. 22:6-21, '
CHAPTER ONE
Prologuce. vss 1=3

Given by‘Jesus‘Christ to Johm, M™the belovcd disciple, "through
an angel, lece, messcnger, vs. .l ‘ :

John recorded the visions communicated. vse 2

Importance of diligent study of the booke VSe 3e Evidently in=-
tonded to be read (studied, communicated to others); heard :
(attended to); kept (made a rule of life and conducts) I John 2:27 .

Salutation. vs. 4-6
Seven churches (assemblios) of Asia (Minor).

From -- "Him‘who is, who was, end‘who is to come," "The

Absolute One, who knows'no change, no dependence on time or place
but to whom the present, the past and‘the future are one and the
same eternal now; who is, and who was, and who is to be, even the
infinite, incomprehensible, unapproachable Father of lights, from
whom cometh every good gift and every perfect gift, and with whom’
it neither varfableness, nor the least shadow of turning.?- Seiss.

From -~ "The seven Spirits which are before the throne." (4)

"The Holy Ghost, in the full c¢ompleteness of His office and powers
as sent forth for the illumination, comfort and edification of all the
subjects of God's redeeming graces Seven is the number of dispensa-
tional fullness and perfectiong and as there are seven churches making
one church, so there are 'seven churches making one church, so there
are 'seven Spirits of God! meking up the completéness of the one graci-
ous administration of the.Holy Ghoste." Cf. Isaes 11:2,3,

From - Jesus Christ. vss. 5,6

1, The faithful witness (martyr). '

2, The first begotten of the dead, "First=fruits. : ’ :
-3¢ Prince of the kings‘of the earthe ‘-Isae 55:4; Psa. 89:27,35=37.
4. "Him that loveth us, etc." vss. 5,6

Theme or Focus. : : : : , ;
The coming of Christe. vs. 7, cfes Zech, 12:10, His dignity. vse 8

ae Seen in the beginning, middle and end of the book. :
"Behold He cometh® 1:7, "The kingdom of this world =- ",
- 11:18. ¥Even so, come," 22:20

Do The—¢hild-of God looks-mnot backward, not forward, not even up-
ward, but DOWNWARD. ©Eph. 2:6
The purpose of 'Revelation is to get the downward look from
the heavenlies.
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c. Twenty-three of the twenty-seven New Testament books record
the second cominge

One fifth of the whole Bible is prophecye =
One third‘of prophecy rclates to the second cominge
The birth, death, and resurrcction of‘Christ, while
necessary and thus in the plan of God, are incidental
to the cnd and the consumation of redemption in the

second cominge

The Almighty, Ve ©

Alpha and Omegas The beginning and the endinge. The
A and Ze.

Everything has its source and its consummation of per-
fection in Christ, the ever-present *I am,"

-~

John®s Patmos Expericnce 1l:9«12,
John - vss 9

The beloved diseiplese An appropriate one to receive such
a revelation, Vemerable, ripe in Christian character. Walking close
to Christ. A co<partner with us in the trials of the Christian life,
and in the kingdom, and patient waiting for Christ, :

Patmos. VSe. 9

A lonely, barren ilse off Western Asia Minor, yet = hallowed spot
to the apostle because of the glorious presence of His Redeemer., dJohmn
had been banished here because of his faithful testimony and in the
providence of God to be the recipient of this -revelatione

In the Spirit on>the Lord®*s Daye. VSe 10.

The interpretation of this expression is a debatable question. Some
affirm that it designates the first day of the week, others that it is
synonymous with the 0ld Testament expression (three times in the N. Ts
also} Ythe day of the Lord." We state both views:

1. That it means the first day of the weeks

The expression "the day of the Lord" ocdéurs three times else~
whore inm the No Te (Acts 2:20; I Thesse 5:2; II Peter 3:10)e
There seems o be no réason for changing the form in this
instance in Revelation.

The expression “the Lord's Day" is different in the original
' from "the day of the Lord,®" "Lord"™ is a noun.

The day of the Lord (the time in which He will judge the world )
follows Christfs judicial work in the midst of the churches;

If John was in.the Spirit carried into "the day of the Lord
the vision of Christ in the midst of the golden candlesticks
would necessarily form a part of the sald coming judgmente If
Tohn was transported "om the Lord’s Day§ then it was on the
first day of the week that he saw Christ?®s present ministry

in the churches and the judgments that follows.
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2, That it means that John was transported in Spirit over into
the future "Day of the Lord™ where he saw in the main events
which are to happen in that prophetic epochs {cfe Isc. 2:10=
223 Joel 1:15; 2:1 to 3:9—1‘78.

®As a matter of fact there is no reason whatever to suppose
that the Lordts day and Sunday were. by any of the inspired
writers regarded as sSynonymouSe There is. evidence that some
of the early Christians called the first day of the week the
Lord's dey to Gistinguish it from the Jewish sebbath. There
is no evidenoe that the practice ever beceme general until
more recent timese. The book of Revelation is the work of
an inspired writer who certainly would not attach an entirely
new meaning to @ femiliar expression (scriptural, 0.T.) with-
out so much as a word or & hint to indicate that he had used
the expressiom to convey a thought entirely different from
what would ordinarily be understood by it.” Milligane

Instructions to John. Vvs. 1l _
The Cluxrech lMysticale 1:12-20

The vision of the glorified Christ, not as Priest, put as Lord and
Judge of His Church. 1£-18. "

"The throne is yet in thm background, but the réyel majesty is memi-
fest., "He is" in the mi¢'st of the candlestickse. VS. 20 :

n1Clothed with a garment® -~ long, trailing robe, the symbol of
dignity and honor. Christ im a priestly robe is a Priest; in royal
dress, He is a Kingj in juydicizl attire, He is judge. Perheps here:
we have all combined." Seciss |
- ®His head and His hairs white like woole” ~ White hair connects with
fathérhood and patriarchel «dignity and with the wisdom of ancient
days. Christ is all this, "the everlasting Father®. (Father-of
eternityio » : :

wEves as o flame of fire."' “Here is intelligence =-‘burning, all-
penetratinrg intelligence o o e DOWET to read secrets, to brimg hidden
gh;ngs to Light, to werm and search o1l hearts at a single glances"
eisse : -

" ®Feot 1ile unto fine brass.'' "I will make the plece of My feet glori~
ous® (Isa. 60:13), Brass typifies judgment (cfo brazen serpent). Jis
feet shall tread.down His entemiese

"Vojce as the sourd of meny watcrs.® Some mighty Niagara. Cfo. Heba
12:26; der. 25:30,31, -

®Tm His right hand seven stiars.” - Upholding and sustaining the mimistry
of His church. The democratic idea of government either in state or
church is falsee Gives His ministers authority and upholds them

in it, when exercised according to His Worde

mout of His mouth ¢ « » a'shai‘p two-edged sword.® The Word of Gods
Heb. 4:12. He himself is ™the Word.®™ John 1:1.

.
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"His countenance is as the sun shineth in His strengho." °~ He is the -

source of Light, from which all other lights are derived. He is the

Son of Righteousness." Cf, Rev. 21:23; 22:5. :

John is reassured by the "Fear not® of Christ after being overwhelmed

by the glory of the vision, vse. 17, "Femr not." The true Christian is

ggiever safe even in the presence of the august majesty and glory of
ist‘“ :

"T am the first and the last." Cf., Isas 4l:4; 45:63 48:12; Rev.22:13
It asserts Christ's proper and eternal Deity -- assigns to Him an existe
ence before creation and after all consummations. * == Seisse '

He is the Living One, who tasted death for us, and who has explored
every realm of the universe¢, and is the custodien of the 'keys to alls
He opens and none can_shut,'shuts and none can openes che 1:18; 3:7.

The Scope of the Books Che 1219

. ®Things which thou hast seen® -~ the vision of the glorified
Christ. Chapter 1. %

®The things which are® - the church, as it then existed and as a church
would existe Chapt. 2 and 3."

#*The things which shall be hereaftér® (after these things) =- the things
succeeding the things which are, i.e., the things succeeding the church
dispensation. chs, 4=22

In connection with the above outline of the scope of the book as suggest-
ed by chapter one, verse nineteen, we quote from Dr. Seiss a few in~-
struetions/to how to interpret the book of Revelatlions ‘
as :
"Some maintain that we are now living under the sixth vial, an
that nearly everything up to the eighteenth chapter hasg been already
fulfilled. Nor will I dispute that there is a sense, dim and in-
choate, in which this is true. Prophecy, in its fulfillment, is made
up of several concentric circles blendsd in the same picture. It is
sqid that history is continually repeating itself, Much truer is
this of prophecy. "But each fulfillment is in a higher fullness, till
the last sums up all, There is-but one proper and ultimate literal
fulfillment of any prophecys but, in the anticipation of that there are
typical and precursory fulfillments - preliminary rehearsals in advance’
of the grand performances We accordingly trace out in history a vVery,
but not always, distinet correspondence to what is contained in the firs
18 chapters of this books But if this were the true fulfillment, so
much learning and acquaintance with history would be necessary in order
to track it through the multiplicity and complication of human events
that it must needs remain an unéertain and second~hand thing to the
great body of the Lord’s peoplee” =~ Selss.

¢

Explanastion of the symbols of the visione Che-1:20_
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CHAPTERS TVO AND THREE

The Church Militant,

The seven churches of Asia (Asia Minor) werc all located-within
a small circle in western asia Minor. They were not the most im- °*
portant assemblies of apostolic days either numerically or otherwise,
but were chosen to be addressed because they represented certain
spiritual conditions, which the Lord desired to cmphasize and which
would be object lessons for the church for all time, and which
would depict the church dispensationally to the close of the church

EgC e
‘The letters to the seven churches have a fourfold application:

1. To the churches as they existed at the time John received - .
the revelatione.

2. To the church for all time as revealing the spiritual con-
dition of individual churches according to the pictures
the Spirit gives in these letters.

da DisPEnsationally they seem clearly to define seven periods
or phases of chuich history from apostolic days to the second
coming of Christe

4, To the individual member of the church who may be warned by
the failurc reveacled and encouraged by the promises to the
- OVercomer,

(Let the student note the similarities and the differences in
the structure of the letters to the seven churches and jot them down
for future references

Smyrna and Philadelphia are the only churches who receive com=
mendationm. The last four letters moke mention of the Lord's coming
(2:25; 3:3; 3:113 3:20,21). The reason for this is possibly that
the spiritual conditions represented by Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,
and Laodicea will be present in the last days when the Lord comess

EPHESUS. Ephesus has been called whe Vanity Fair of Asiae
A wealthy, cultured, corrupt and idolatrous city, the center of the
worship of the goddess DPlane. Church founded by Paul (See Acts
18:18-21,24; also chaptse. 19 and 20)
The word means -- "Let go, relex,® indicative of the slipping
awey of something vital to their spiritual goods
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Vs. 1l Reminded of the facv of His presences

Vs, 2 and’ 3, Commendation for orthodoxy {straight doctrine
good'wqpks, arduous labor, patient endurance, intense hatre !of
evil, judgment of false profession and assunpt ion, suffering, and
unweariedness, " > “ v

Vs, 4. Rebuke., The word "somewhat" (not in .the origin) weakens
the seriousmess of the indicatment against Ephesus, "I have
against thee, that thou hast left thy first love." Feith, hope
and love, those abiding graces, are absent. from their midste

The Lord desirés fellowship more than works (ofe Mary and Martha.
Luke 10:38=42),

He desires real worship more than the most magnifioent?ritual.
The Bridegroom oraves the Bride's affection more, then anything
she can do for Him, " '

Vs. 5. Warning. Danger of loss of testimony, light waming,
9ffectua1'witness hindered. Call to .repent, :

Vs, 6o Nicolaitanes. - Church history knows no definite seot of
this neme so the explanation may be found in thé ‘e tymology of

the word (mike -~ to conquer; laos - people) i.e,, people conquer-
ors, Here was the beginning of the exaltation of men to-church
headship and lordship, in a love for pre-eminence, not because

of spiritual qualifications necessarily, but through importance
of local‘situation, intellect and popular wille The -whole’system
of pepe, cardinals, monsignors, archbishops, bisheps, etc., 1s
the outgrowth of this doctrine in Ephesus. (ef, Mati, 23383

T Cor, 12§ I Tim, 3:1-13; for the relationship of believers end
the qualifications of a bishop or overscers.) Nicolaitanism is
i{llustrated by the splri¢ which charadterized the disciples? dis-
pute as to who should be the greatests

NOTE: Nioolaitanes. According to the conclusions of scholarly men,
who have caréfully traced this sect through the writing of tie early
church fathers, the Nicolaitanes $aught subversive, impraved, and
demoralizing doctrines. Their main teaching was that the gospel of
grace did not rule of morals Or purity. Hence, the maral law was

of no use or obligatiom, on the ground that faith alone was necessary
for salvation, They were later known by the name of Antinomiane
isme They reached the height of their strength at the close of the
third century, but there are still some to this day who believe in

these doctrines,

Vs, 7. Call to thé individuale See Samuel, in youth and later ’
life (I Sam. 3 ch, and 9:15) an illustration of the anointed ear,

promise to overcomsr, "Tree of life," cfe Exe 15:23-27; Rev.22:2/
A type of Christ. "He is our life."

Dispensationally Ephesus represents the period of church history
of apostolie and pos?-apostolic deys to about 100 A.D, = the era

of waning love,

et £ | ¥ b e S e i g i A Y
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A BACKSLIDDEN CHURCH.

SYMRNA . This city was originally founded by Alexander the
Great. - It was the birthplace of Homer, a great commercial
center, the place of Polycarp's ministry and 'martyrdom, There
18 no account of the founding of this church,

The woré "Smyrna" is translated "myrrh" three times in the N.T.
Matt. 2:11; Mark 15:23; Jehn 19:39, Myrrh is a bitter gum au
costiy perfume, which exudes from a certain tree in Arabia ani
Ethiopia and obtained by incision made in the bark., The wozd
is descriptive of a church persecuted unto death,

Vse8¢ Christ revealed as the Living One to encourage Christians
in the martyr spirit.

Vse9¢ Tribulation «=- "Tribulation worketh," Tried and testzd,
but faithful, Poverty-poor in this world's goods, but "polr
in spirit, therefdére "rich" (cf., Laodicea for the contrasti.
"Jews" -~ cfo Rome, 2:28,29, This chwch was evidently beset wiih
Judaizing legalists, but Smyrna repudiated their Galatianism.
"The synagogue of Saten" suggests a‘pagan temple and marks the
beginning of paganized Christianity, culminating in Roman
Catholicism,

Vse 10, "Fear none « o o" == "Lo, I am with you always." Behind
their earthly enemies was their adversary, the devil., "Ten days"
- it i1s interesting to note that this per{od of the churcht (1CO-
312 A. D.) was characterized by ten distinet persecutions, be=
ginning with that of Nero at the close of apostolic times and
ending with that of Diecletian,

The enhortation to faithfulness unto death ~nd the promise te
the overcomer (vs. 1ll) are again approprinte to a martyr churshe

Dispensationally Smyrna represents the period of ehurch history
from the decath of John 100 A. D. to the emperor Constantine 312
A.D. A persecubed church,

PERGAMOS. Pergamos founded 1,000 years before the Christiem
era, Home of wealth and fashion, seat of culture and learning.
Had r great-librarye. Site of a great medical school, Here
Aesculapius, god of medicine, wns worshiped under form of a
living serpent.s Now in ruins,

The etymology of the word is difficult, "Pergamos" meons tower,
The syllable "gamos" in Greek meons o marriage. Both character-
ized this church as to its worldly greatness - tower, and the
union of the church and the world - marriage,

Vse 12, Christ confronts this church with unsheathed sword as
did the angel to Balaam'of old, The necessity of sewering this
unholy union is evident,

Vs. 13, "Satan'!s seat" « Chaldean priests fleeing before’ the
Persians established their pogan mystie rites in Pergemos, The
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worship consisted in the‘deification of the emperor, A%tQ;us IIT.
pricst-king of this cult, lef$ his mantle to Rome and Julius Caesar
firsd assumed the title of Pontifex Maximus, later assumed by the
popes. "Satan's séat" {throne) means that Pergamos was the center
of heathen religion,

Commended for existing orthodoxy. Antipas {"one against call") &
faithful pastor, put to death during & tumul?® led by priests of
Aesculapius, Burned iIn a brazen bull,

Vse 14, Balaam =- "destroyer of the people” of, Num, 31:15, 163
chs, 23 and 24, The mention of Balaam, the hireling prophet, and
Balak indicate that this church had lest its separated, pllgrim
charaoter and was settling down amid the éorruptions of the world
in both literal and spiritual fornication.

Satan changeéed his vactics after the smyrnean peried of terrible

. persecution, In 313 A.D., Constantine became emperor of Rome,
Edicts against the church repealed, Liberty of religion granted,
Constantine interested in Christianity. A.D.324 issued an édict
against paganismy declared Christianity the state religion, Pagan
temples became Christian churchese Statues of heathem gods nemed
for saints and apostlés, Baptism forced on unwilling subjects at
the edge of the sworde Whole legions of his soldiers marched into
baptismal waters,  Priestly robes and vestments consecrated (2) to
Christian worshipe, Church and state uwnited=married, Compromise
was made with heathen rites and imagés, Satan ts throne was
established in the professiug Churehe

Vse 15, Nicolaitanism, repudiated by Ephesus (2:8) now became an
estaeblished oreed.

Vse 16, Warning to repent, Word slays. cfo Hebo 4:12; Rev,19:105,

Vs 19, "Menna" - Ex, 16:14, 31, Heavenly in origin, white, round
sweety It was wildeiness food; gave sustenance during deserd pii-
grimage, "Hidden," of, Psa. 25:14, Hidden law of life for eterne
ity "White stone" - the token dropped by voter into the urn with
the name of the approved candidate thereons’ Precious‘as gift from
Him, "White®'= purity; "stone" - stability, endurance, approved
steadfastnesss ;

"New ndme”™ -« a new one Befitting our character; the Lord‘’s estimate
of us, c¢f, change of name from Jacob == vsupplanter,” to Israel -

"prince of God."

Dispensationally Pergamos  represents the peried from Constant ine,
312 A.'De to Pope Gregory, Ls 590 A. D. A licentious, unholy
church,

THYATIRA. At one time a great commercial city. Indgstries -
dyeing, weaving and pottery, Modern city, Ak Hissar, occupies
the site,’ No account of the founding of fhe church, Possibly
Lydia (ofe.Aacts 16:14,15) may have been & witnesse
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Vss 18, Condition at Thyatira so serious that it called for the
assumption by Christ of His supreme title, Son of God, whose all=-
searching eye beheld it and whose feet of brass would tread in judg-
ment upon the iniquity. :

Vse 19, Commendation, but works, rather than essential virtues,
predominated,

Vse 284 "Thou sufferest" = indicates permission, a confirmed con-
dition, Here was & church in which man's leadership was usurped
by a woman, possibly a real seduotive prophetess, "that woman
Jezebeles"  Whether her nome was Jezebel or not; the symbolie re-
fercnce is to the ancient Jezobel, wife of Ahad, born in Tyre

(I Kings 16:31; 21:25), ‘Perverted Israel with heathen religion.
Beal prlesthood. She 1s, therefore, "the symbolic priestess of
idolatry introduced among the peoplc of God,"

Herc the beginning of what John seces in Rev., che 17, Romanism
which is idolatry. Romanism, turned her devotces from Chrls% to
Mory; substituted sacrifice of mass for the finished work of Christ;
bound the Word of God to ecclesinstical interprétation ond substi-
tued the tradition of men. This is Jezebelism,

Vsse 21=23, Judgment. Time of repéntance almost past. cfe
Judgment of the great whore (Reve 17 .

l, Jdezebel herself « the falsg system,
2, Those who trgffic with here

de Her children, Offspring, Protestant in name, but Romish at
heart,

Vss 24. Faithful remnant in Thyatira. cf. 7,000 who bowed not to
Banle Within Roman Catholie communion are truo believers.
Madome Guyon, Fenelon, Savonarola, ctce

Vs. 25, Exhortation to the faithful remnant "te hold fast till
I come,” This shows that the Thyatira or Roman Catholie condition
of the professing church will be existent when Christ comes.

Vs, 26, 27, 28, Promise to "overcomer.," I Cor, 4:8; 6:1=3,
Rulership and authority with Christ in the admlnlstratlon of the
Millennial kingdom, "Morning Star" (cf. Reve 22:16) ~ harblnger
of the day. Symbolically this revresents Christ in His coming for
His saints prior to His revelation in the fullorbed day as Sun of
Righteousnesse

Dispensationally Thyatira represtnts the period of the rise and
filourishing of Roman Catholicism from Pope Gregory I, 590 A.D.,
t0 the reformation, 1517 A. D. under Maitin Luther. The papacy
in its vileness, An idolatrous churche

SARDIS, Sardis once a great and important city, aituated at the
foot of a mountain and on the Factolus river, rich in its sands,
full of gold, ' Residence of the wealthy king Croesus of Lydia.
_Today in ruinse
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Nothing known as to the planting of the church, Sardis, from a
Hebrew derivation, means "those csocaping® and indicates possibly an
exodus from Thyatira, A new development began under Luther,’the
Protestant system, which is prophetically significd by Sardis.

Vse 1, "Seven Spirits" -~ the Holy Spirit emphasized, because vital
spirituality has gone out —= "A name that thou-livest and
ary dead," Sardis indicated mere outward profession,

It seems a reproach upon the great Reformation %o apply these words
to it, bu? they are true, Luther, Zwingli, Melamcthcn and others were’
great men and recoverced valumble truth from the debris of the Dark Ages,
but the second sentury of the Reformation was a deteriocration from the
first ocentury,

Vss, 2 and 3. Exhortation to watch, strengthen what remained =e
dying. Light has been given and received, but not walked
ine Possibllity of not being ready for His coming, "Thou
shalt not know what hour I will arrive over thee." GCreek.

The Reformetion drifted into formal, ritualistic churches sube
sidized by the state -« witness the Stadte churches of Germmany,; Scandinae
via, and England, déad, formal, unspiritusl, Creeds were substituted
for the Word of-God, ‘of, baptismal regeneration, confimation, cele-
bration of days, Lent, eto,

V?4. Faithful remnant agaiz,

VoS Overcomer "white raiment" of Christ®s righteousness, Warning
against the possibility of a presumption, which might eventu~
ate in eternal loss, :

Vo6 Exhortation to the individual,

Dispensationally Sardis vepreoesends the period from 1514 A.D. to-
about 175Q@ A.D, A dead, formal chureh,

PHILADELPHIA . Philadelphia was built by a Greek king, Attalus
Philadelphia, Conquered‘dby the Romans 133 B.C, Now éalled "Allah
Shehi," The City of Gof, with about 10,000 population. "One ‘solitary
pillar of great age, standing dlone, reminds one of the words, 'a
pillar in the %emple of my God,¥ as she promise to the overcomer puts
18,."

Philadélphia means "“brotherly love.”  Implies fhe presence of the-
Holy Spirit. % This is not the modern conception of the brotherhood-of
men and the fatherhood of God, : = I

but the brotherhood 6f true Christlans having its
source in the new birth into one family.

Philadelphia is a favored church which is worthy of complete
vindication (3:9) and commendation, Philadelphia dispensat onallxIDS
"represends the movemend of the Spirif to-reecover-<the-trve ehurch, t
amid the confusion of Sardis,—uniting the members in one, outside the
mere professlione™ ; )

S
(
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Vse 7. %®He that is holy.® Indicates rcvival of true holiness.
"Many shall be made whitec and tried" == separated from the defilement
of Thyetire and Sardises (I Cor. 6:7-20; II Car, 6:14-18)s "He that is
true® -~ {(e¢fs. Jno. 14:6). He alone unifies, brings love. %Key of
David® ~- He hes the true authority, not an infallible church or pope.
The mention of Christ's kingly authority (Davidg suggests the approach
of the kingdom (II Sam, 7:13, 16; Luke 1:32, 33), He is the porter as
well as the door. Mall power is given unto lle." ®Head over all things
to the church.® "God hath highly exalted Him,®

Vs. 8, "Open doéor®* =-=- possibly an open door of service (efe I Cors
16:9; II Cor. 2:12)e This had ite application to Philadelphia of John's
day; yet dispensationally viewed, modern Philadelphie has an unprecadent~
ed opportunity for missionary service. Long~closed countries are now
accessible to the Gospel message. Open doors tbound, The "open door®
here may refer to the one in heaven (4:1), which John representatively
entered; in other words, to the assurance to Philadelphia of participa-
tion in the rapture. (cf. also 3:10).

®A little strength.®™ Wherein? "EKept Iy Wordi:® In Thyatira it
was Jezebel®s word; Serdis had separated from that, but had substituted
creed (man®s word)e.

®My Word.® The significency of this commendation of Philadelphia
is seen in that in the present time, the dispensational period of
Philadelphia, that the tide is all egainst the true word of Christ."
It is repudiated entirely, or adulterated or meliciously misinterpreted.

*Not denied My name®. The name of a person stands for what that
person is, Men today think they are conceding a point, when they make-
complimentary statements about Christ es the perfeect man, the weyshower,
the ideal of humanity, etcs His deity, His unigque birth, His redempt~
ive work are all denied, but Philaedelphia bows the knee and heart to
Him as "The Christ, the Son of the Living God.® She gives Him true
worshipe

Vse 9¢ cf. 2:9; Rome. 2:28, 29; I Cor. 14:25; Isa, 60:14, "I have
loved theee® Vvs. 10, ®Word of My patience,® ~-- "Henceforth expecting
» ¢ « "Hebs 10:12,13; Psa. 110:1. He is rejected, His name is blasph~-
emed and reproached, but He waits in mercy: He is without the campe
He who keeps the word of Christ®s patiencse bears the reproach of His
name and waits with Him for the hour of exaltation and rewerds

"The hour of temptation® (testing, proving)s We know of no other
adequate explanation of this other than that it refers to the great
tribulation, whichk will be universal in its scopee ¢fe Matt. 24:1;
Dan. 12:1; Joel Chs, 2 and 3; Reve chs, 6=18, - The promise to
Philadelphia is that she will escape that hour, For the following
reasons, we believe that the church (the true church) will mot go
through the tribulation,
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l. Iuke 21:36. Vhat shall we escape?

A.
B.

"That ye may be accounted worthy." AHH-Sweer
a. Gr. May preveil; Heve strength. -So Dr. Geo. R. Bliss.
"To Escape.”

a. Faults, shortcomings, etc. of verses 34 and 35,
be Particularly the tribulation spoken of Christ. ~Bliss.

2. Lift up your heads. Luke 21:28,

Ao

The verse literally means~-

a, The.Christians have been bowed down with the celamities
of the latter days.

b. "Things begin to come to pass®, signifies that the time
will not be long, but short.

c. Literal rendering: "Straighten yourselves up." Behold!
"the happy change is upon you. The Lord is at hand.

3., Heb. 9:28, "Unto them that look for Him."

A

B,

I am sure that He will have pity and mercy on those that de-
sire to go through the Tribulation and give them the desire
of their heart.

They are not looking for His coming, but tribulation in
spite of all their arguments.

a. They say, "Tribulation first, then the Coming."

4. I TheSSo 4:14"‘17.

Ko

That comfort would it be to look for the Tribulation?
Pitus 2313,

Hs FTL Thess, 218=12.

6. Matt, 24:48-51.

7. Matt. 24:44. He will come when we least expect Him,

I. Parousia. par-oo-see'-ah
I Cor, 16:17: of Titus apd of Paul 2 Cor, 7:8;7 6Ff Paul, 3%
‘means & personal presence.
It is used of the coming of the Lord in that relation to the
blessing of His saints. 1 Cor, 15:23; I Thess, 4:14,17, and
to the destruction of the man of sin 2 Thess, 2:8.

II. Apokalupsis ap-ok-al'oop-sis

B

Means an "unveiling, revelation."

This word is used to express the visibility of the Lord's
returns II Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1317, 13; 4:313; and of the man of
sin in 2 Thess. 2:3,6,8 and always means, or implies (visi-
bility."

a. How can you contrast this with Yatt. 24:44, "as a thief,"

IITI. Epiphancia ep-if-an'-i-ah

A
B.

Mcans "appearing, brightness, manifestation etc. 2 Tiess,
2:8: 2 Tim. 1:103 1 Tim, H3:14; 2 Tim. 4:1,8; Titus S:110s
It is used of both advents.
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The RAPTURE or secret coming
for His saints

l. Secretly, "As a thief in the

night." Rev. 16:15;
Luke 17:34-37.

2. Coming for His saints
2 Thess. 2:1; 1 Thess.,
4:15-17. '

3, Coming "in the Air." The
world will not see Him.
1 Thess. 4:17.

4. Coming "before"” the Great
Tribulation. Rev. 3:14;
Luke 21:36.

5. ‘Coming in the "rapture" as
Saviour. Phil. 3:20, 21.

6. Coming in the "rapture" as
"The Blessed Hope." -
Titus 2:13.

Revelation, or Public Coming
' with His saints

Publicly, "Every eye shall see
Him." Rev. 1l:7.

Coming with His saints.

Col, 3:4; Jude 14, 15; Rev, 19:

8"’14; ZeCho 14:4, 5.

Coming "down to earth." His
feet shall stand on mount of
Olives. Zech. 14:4.

Coming "After"™ the Great Trib-
ulation. lMatt. 24:29,30; Rev.
19:11-16.

Coming in the Revelation as
*Judge." Matt. 25:31,32.

Coming in the Revelation
with terrible "Wrath,"
2 Thess, 1:7-9.

The second coming of Christ is to be considered as one event.
One "coming" divided into two stages. Between these two stages there
is an intervening period of about seven years. A careful study of
Daniel, the ninth chapter, together with certain passages in the
book of Revelation will estaplish this prophetic fact.

The first stage of His coming is for His people that are redeem-
ed, The second stage i3 His public appearance, to all the earth,
WITE His people previously caught away or Raptured. Rev. 19:11-16;
Cf. Matt. 24:43,44; Luke 21:36.
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(e) There is no mention enywhere in the Sceriptures of the Churech
in connection with the tribulation.

(b) In the book of Revelatiom there is no mention of‘the word
"church enywhere after Chapter 4. In Chapter 4, we believe
the twenty~four elders encircling the throne, themselves upon
thrones, aere representative of the raptured church.

(c) Cf. the promise to Thyatira (Rev. 2:25), "morning star." ecf.
Rev, 22:16., The morning star precedes the rising of the "Son
of righteous" (Male 4:1,2), which is a distinct promise to
Isreel. This latter doubtless refers to Christ-coming ih the
full-orted day of His glory breaking upon Israel, the former
to His coming in the dark hour before drawn for His true
church.

(d)Cf. the promise to Philadelphia (Rev. 3:10).

(e) Cf. the character of the tribulation " judgments" the most awful
of which are the "vials"™ (Revelation 16),"wine of the fierce~-
ness of the wrath of God" (Rev. 15:1; Rev, 16:1,19)s The pro-
mise of the believer is that he shall come into Judgment (John
5:24). Are we to believe that a second time God will visit
wreth on those for whom Jesus has borne wrath? (I Thess. 5:8,9;
Rome 5:9; I Thesss, 1:9,10,

(f) The tribuletion, while effecting the whole earth, especially
P concerns Israsel (Jer., 30:7; Den. 12:1).

(g) The promise to the Church concerning her gathering unto the
Lord is signless and timeless. (c¢f, I Thess, 1:10; Phil.3:20;21

Vs. 11l. "I come quickly" -- nearness, imminence of the Lord's return
therefore "hold fast" -- "lay hold," take notiaing for granted and "let
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.®

Vse 12, "Pillar," cf, Eph, 2:19-22, also II Chrone 3:17 =- "He
establishes,™ in Him is strength." A piller stands for endurance,
stability, upholding power, beauty, adornment, The overcomer is to
have e place of enduring stabilit;", of responsibility in the econeny
of God.

"Go no more out" -- eternal life, ebiding with Him forever.

"Neme of My God™ -- Identification with the Almighty, the Ancient of
days.

"Name of the'city" -- New Jeruselem. Rev. 21:2,10. "Here we have no
continuing city, but we seek one to come.®™ "Qur conversation (citizen~
ship) is in heaven from whence o , o Phil, 3:20,2}.

"My new Name" == perheps some fresh revelation of the eslready glori-
~ous and glorified Christ.(cfs 2:17).

Vse 13+« Exhortation to attention and obedience,
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Dispensationally Philadelphia represents the period from about
1750 AJD. to the coming of the Lord.

LAODICEA, Laodicea was once a city of some size and importance,
but is now an utter ruims One of the church councils was held there
between 343 and 381 A.De. - Nothi is known of the founding of this
church, It is mentioned in Cole3:1l, 13, 15, 16. The etymology of
the word "Laodice&," as well as the Spirit's picture thereof, reveals
its true charactero

The word comes from the root "laos®” meaning people; and "dike,"
meaning manner, custom, right, requirement. It represents then, "the
custom of the people, popular right, popular judgment. °* We are now °
living in the time when the will of the magses, anarchy, lawlessness,
communism prevails Everything must be subgervient to the pépular will.
It is even so in ecclesiastical circles - popular pastors; large sal-
aries; popular, sensational sermons; political activity in the church
cfe II Time 4:1~4,

Vse. 14, Indicates a finel state. %"Amen® ~-- the church has failed
as a witness, now the ®faithful and true witness"™ appears, and, as
author of creatlon, begins his work of reconstruction.

Vs, 15,16 Neither cold-refreshment; not hot - boiling actlvity,
fervores. A.lukewarm, tepid condition. Implies & coolness of ardor and
love. Only nauseating to the Lord,

Vse 17. This represents & condition of pride and self—satisfaction.
Plenty of material wealth =-- witness the modern church with its magni-
‘ficent church buildings, with beautiful interior appointment, alters,
etcs

But:- actually spiritual poVerty and deathe Witness the formality
and ritualism of the modern church, with its "form of godliness" but
"denylng the power thereof."

Vs, 1l8s *"Gold® ~= the true-beauty and glory of God that which is
of real value in place of the tinsel of self«rlghteousness and self=-
deceptione

"White rainment® -~ Christ *s righteousness, in place of the abound=-
ing self-righteousnsss.

"Eye salve®™ -- the eanointing of the Holy Spirit the remedy for
spiritual blindness.

Vse 19, "Love®™@ -~ true love chastens and disciplines, divine love
cguses a faithful indictment to be givens -~ Cfy Hebe 12:3-11, Call
to repentance. ;

Vs. 20, This verse pictures Christ outside of His professed body
and representatives on earth, where He really belongs, but from which
He has been objected. He is now seen seeking entrance into the ine
dividual heart, yet responsive, in the midst of the apostasys
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Vs. 21. The evercomer is promised the place of dignity and rule
with his Lord. :

Dispensationally Laodicea represents the apostate church of the
end of this age - backslidden, indifferent, cold and formal. The
breaking of the Romen yoke and tyranny brought the authority of God's
word., - But if the will of God, as revealed in His Word, is not re~
ceived, spiritual anarchy results. Popular opinion takes the place
of the Word, every man differs from every otherj "every man®s heand is
against his brother,®

CHAPTER FOUR
(Read the chapter)}

tAfter this® -« - literally "efter these things.™ "After all this®
- Syriac and Emphatic Diaglott Versions. What happens here shows clear-
ly a change of viewpoint; John is transported from the earthly to the
heavenly spheres The heavenlies is now the center of activity in con-
trast with the former displey of the church on earth with Christ
*in the midst.® Chronologically John sees what follows the church
period. If the vision of chapters 2 and 3 have a dispensational
agpect (and we thoroughly believe that they do} and the Thyatiran
Sardian, Philadelphian, and Leodicean conditions endure until the
Lord‘*s coming (cf. 2:23; 3:3; B:1l; 3:21), then these chapters close
the church period. As G.W.Davis says: "We search in vaim in the
prophetic perspective to find an officislly recognized church on the
earth hereafter, True there will be manifested the apostate church,
as the vision advances . « » but the church at this stage, has com~
pleted her ministry to give way to a new witness ~ - Israel,.”

. The scenes depicted symbolically in chapters four anf five are
the exact parallel of Dan, 7:13, 14 and both reveal the inauguration
of the "Son of man" into His judical and kingly prerogastives along
with His glorified saints, The "door opened in heaven" and the
summons "come up hither,”® the sound of the "™trumpet® along with John's
catching up imply the removal of the true body from the earth to
heaven, there to view and participate in the vengeanece of the Lord up~
on His and her enemies. What is left of profession and unbslief goes
through "the great tribulation.® Johm now views events which must be
"hereafter® - literally "after these things,® 1.e., events now de- -
scribed in the book are subsequent to the church period.

Vs.2¢ ¥4 throne was set®™ « stood or had been placed. Throne of
the Great King, God the Father, Anoient of Days {Dan, 7:13)., Not
Jesue (cf. 5:6,7), but the glory, msjesty, brilliance, splendor of
the divine Person and Presence. :

fEmerald rainbow? - - compiete cirele, green in'color. Symbol of
thg %gvine promise of grace, refreshing, restorstion, preservation,
an Ve

Vs, 3. Four and twenty encircling thrones (same word as in vs.2)
occupied by "elders®. The fect that they eare designated “glders®
signifies that they are human beings, not angels. The fact that
they are human beings implies that they must be "redeemed,¥

% e g i s
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Redeemed beings, exulted to a nlace in the Divine rresence, signifles
tkat they have been glorified. The fact that ther are seated on
thrones signifies thet they are enjoying a nlacc of reward with the
accompanyine dignity of autiority. To sum ur these deductions, ws
believe that thev are a rerresentative number, symbolizing the hizsh-
est rank of the redeemed in their »nlace of co-rulers with Deity, as
prromised to the overcomer.

The first resurrection company (Rev. z0:8) in its totality
veuld seem to be made up of a number of groups - "Ivery man in his
ovn order."” I Cor. 15:23. (the word "ordzr™ ncans band, a military
term). There are some who eéscape the trihulation; somec who suffer
it and are only taken to heaven out of it (Rev. 7:9-14). A more ro-
w.ote bringing in sscms to be implied in thosc wio had not worshipped
tr.e beast (15:2,3). However, these elders arc tose of senior ranX.

Vs. 4. "Crowns"™ -- their exalted position, reigning (cf. 1:6;
3:£1; Rom. 8:17, 18; I Cor. 6:2,3). "MMite reimcnt™-+-purity,
Tightcousness of the saints (19:8).

Vs. 5. "Lightnings, thundorings, voices'™ -- The first rumblingzs
of the coming storm of divine wrath and judsment about to break on
tte apostatc church and wicked world. "Soven spirits" -- cf. ca.l:i4.
Tte vresence of the Foly Spirit appears (3:8) with the Father and
the Son in the exccution of the divine decrcus.

Vss. 6-8. "Sca of glass" {cf, II Chron. 4:3-6). In the tcemple
cf o0ld the "sea™ was for the ourification of the yriests. ™laters,
no longer ncedcd for cleansing, arc become a crystal sca." Puri-
fication for the rcdcemed forever accomplished.® Cttman. The
sea in Seripture signifies unrest. ef. I3a. 17:12,13; 57:20. All
unrest,turmoil, strife, caused by sin, is now forever past. The
crystal purc sea is here now a mcmorial. Porfect rest has come for
crecation. "four beasts" - litcrally "living ones™. The word
Fcre is distinet aac in contrast with that of cha, 13:1, where it
rcens a "wild boeast.® .

It is a difficult matter to settlc finally just who or what

these living creaturcs arc. Some say that thev are symboliecal of

the¢ church of ths firstborn, but this is 2ot casy to ocstablish.
Scric say that ther are not symbolic, but crcetures of a distinet

rérk, associated with thic throne of God in sovernmcntal activity.
Ve append thc view of Dr, Ottman: Not angels, but distinguishced
herefrom, c¢f. 5:11. Not svmbolic, but created becings of high

renk and intelligencc, scparatc. See Eze'zisl, chs. 1 and 10. In-
timate ecnncetion with thoe Almighty, espceizlly in His divine pre-
scnee and governmant. Cf. 6:1-8. %The chorubin arce not only re-
vrosentatives of creation, which is under the complete control of God,
but they are also associated with Him as 2xccutors of judgment upon
it. They are created intelligencoes, acting in porfect harmony with
the general character of God's govermment ané for the accomplishment
of Eis purposes. They arc living boings', ambassadors oxtra-
ordinary of God, and not mercly aymbolic of irmpcersonel form of goviri-
rert. They arce clothed with glory and honor and vndowed with the
highest order of intclligence; they have acccss to the immediate pre-
senice of CGod; they are attendants of the thronc and take part in the
cérinistration of the government; they are superhuman, but creatad,
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beings, holding a most important position and in possession of the
most exalted privileges.® Ottman.

Figures of the cherubim were embroidered on the veil before the
Holy of Holies, and were woven into the ten tricolored curtains of
the tabernacle.

Faces: ;
Lion - symbolizes power, omnipotence. King of beasts.
Ox - symbclizes strength for service, King of cattle.

Man - symbelizes intelligence, Head of all creation.
Eagle - symbolizes inscrutability. Loftiness of divine
- wisdom,. ; :

Wings - Rapidity of motion, activity, shelter., Swiftness of
execution of divine decrees,

Eyes - Omniscience, searching inquiry. "The eyes of the Lord
TUH O el TT0 & 5 & o ¥

Unceasing ascription to God of His holiness, preeminence, omni-
potence, eternity, unchangeableness,

Vse 9-11, adoration of the elders. They rule in His rignt, so
"cast their crowns before the throne.® He alone is worthy.

It might be objected that they are redecmed creatures because
they epparently Jjoin in the ascription of praise to the Lamb for His
redeening grace (cf. 5:8-10%, Eowever, the estsblished Greek texts
of verses 9 and 10 read: "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed (not
'us?!) to God by Thy blood (men) out of every . . . and hast made them
(not 'us') kings and priests and they shall reign on the earth."

CHAPTER FIVE
{Read the Chapter)

The Book of Redemption. The song of the redeemed and oi the
whole- creatione

Vs. 1. "Right hend" =-- Psa. 98:1; Isa, 59:16, Symbol of
Divine authority and power -- victory. Yet inactive, until the
book is opened,

"Seven-sealed" ~- Signifies completeness, highest authority
marked with God's stamp of exactness and legal confirmetion. Closed,
perhaps until this moment. c¢f. Dan. 12:7-10. God had been previously
moving in grace; now His hand is about to be outstretched in judgment
for the fulfillment of His covenant with Israsl and with all nations
through themn, (Note == the cherbim or living creatures are alweys
identified with God's purposes of redemption znd especially with
Israsel, to whom the promises were primerily mede and through whom
in Christ Jesus, and in the nation itself, the whole world will be
redcemed. )

The seven-sealed book clearly conteins the purposes and provis-
ions of redemption since, when the seals are opened, divine power is
displeyed to clear to earth and heavenlies of rebellion and the pre-
sence of evil, to bind and judge the usurper, Satan, and those who
follow him. : :
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The book of redemption. involving both judgment and grace to
consummate it. Fullness of redemption yet future. ZEph. 1:13,14;
Rom, 8:19-23; Phil, 3:20, 21; Isa., 65:17-25, The Kinsman Redeemer
(Goel)., Lev., 25:25; Num, 5:6-8; 35:19, The alieneted inheritance.
God cannot act without full legal right being established. The
usurper (Satan) must have been judged'(Johm 12:3); man (the alienator)
must have sought 2id; or rejecting it, proved his impotence to re-
cover himself. Church failed = Laodicea. World in the lap of the
wicked one (I John 5:19). :

Vs. 2. "Who is worthy?" - possessing excellence, merit, high
station. Who is the nearest of kin? 1Isa, 59:16.

Vss. 3,4 ™No man." Isa, 53:6; Rom. 3:1-12. A moment of great
intensity for John. He beheld only the book. Will the plen fail now?

Vss. 5-7. The Worthy One. Phil, 2:19; Col. 1:12~-21, ‘His titles
relative to Isresel now mentioned. -He as "Lamb, as-it were, slain®
(merks of slayer -- wounds in hands, feet and side), but now alive
forevermore; has fulfilled His ministry as a sin~-offering (John °
1:29); now about to be menifested as the Lion of Judah (Gen.49:9,10);
Root of David (Jer. 23:5,6). In His full power and authority
(seven horns) and omniscience (seven eyes), 1Isa, 11:1-3; 61:1=3,
etc. The Anointed One, Messiah,

Vss. 8-10, Song of the elders and of the living ones. (See
previous paragraph in Chi4 on text of verses 9 and 10). Harps -~
signifying melody, musicey There will surely be wondrous musical
harmonies in the glory land, Golden incense vials filled with the
prayers of the saints -=- all God's purposes are fulfilled in answer
to prayere. In some measure mysteriously He seems to have limited
Himself to the cooperation of His redeemed people. Co-laborers
with Hims

Vss. 11,12, Song of the angelss Oserve the contrast. Wor-
ship and sdoration of the Lamb and ascription to Him of His dignities
and power, but no note of redemption, for these angels never fell
and the sgng of redemption would be meaningless to them.

Vss. 13, 14, The chorus of all creation., Like the ripples
caused by a stone thrown into the watery this mighty pean of pralse -
begins nearest the throne and swells to the utmost bound of creation.
This praise of the divine excellencies is ratified by the living
creatures and the four and twenty elders,

CHAPTER SIX

The opening of the first six seels. Beginning of the cataclys-
mic events-ushering the end of the &ge,. Political, economic, social
terrestial, and celestial upheavals, The seven sgeels cover the
whole period from the rapture of the Movercomer®™ to the overthrow
and binding of Satan and the inception of Messiah's reign as King
of Kings. Likely a precursive or eanticipated fulfillment in the
events of the present dispensation, Always have been earthquakes,
hailstorms, volcanic eruptions, famine, meteoric showers, etc., but
the exhaustive fulfillment waits for the final period of divine
Judgment. Cf. Joel 2:28-32; Hage 2:6,7; Heb, 12:26,
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The seventh seal includes the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet
includes the seven vials, or last plagues, %It is the judicial -
proceeding of the Almighty God to rid the purchased possession® of
th e dynasties of wickedness, to cast out the rulers of darkness, to
restore this earth to its proper fertility and peace, and to bring
in the empire of righteousness and salvation.™ Seiss., Rapture has
taken place, probably not a large body of mankind or of the profess-
ing church. Worldly %overnments, apostate churches, etc., will con-
tinue, Wickedness will ripen to full fruition of daring and blas-
pheny (2 Thess., 2:7~12), The last seven years of God*s prophetic
plan for Israel’s chastening and cleansing. Daniel®s seventieth weeke
(Dam»g: 24:""27) ®

Vss. 1 and 2. First Seal, The Lamb opens the seals, He is
now Avenger and Judge. ;

%Come™ or "go" -~ addressed to vision, not to Johne Not neces~
sary to address him in thunder tones. The words "and see® are ques-
tioned by eminent scholars. Meaning of ®horses®. cf, Zech: 1:8-11;
6:1-8; 2Kings 6:15-18, "Mere power 1s an abstract quality, not a
subject of sight. It must be put into shape in order to be seenq
Mere effects would not do so well, or so clearly display its character
and movements. Not literal horsemen, but symbolic figures, in which
are shown the doings of the Goers put into action by the L{ving Ones.™

Seiss.

Some say that the rider on the white horse is the Antichrist
in the beginning of his reign, instituting a peaceful conquest of
the world. This interpretation would necessitate the discovery of a
fitting rider for each of the other horses, if we are to be consistent.
A white horse does not seem to be a fitting symbol for something
anti-Christian,

This whole vision may represent the judicial conquest of God's
Word bow (Hab., 3:8, 9). See Isa. 26:9; Psa, 64:7-9+ "We are author-
$zed to expect that when the great transactions of the coming judgment
begin, and the Lord lays bare the literal truthfulness of His Word,
by the marvelous demonstrations then to be made, there will be a con-
quering of the hearts of men to the sovereignty of Heaven, such-as
never has been.® Seiss. "White horse" signifies "rightousness, purity,
peaceful conquest.® ¥Crown® signifies authority and power.

Vss. 3 and 4. The second seal, Judgment upon the living,
efe 2 Tim. 4:1. "The action under one geal does not cease entirely
before the next one comes into play. They are consecutive in their
main stress and more marked circumstances, but all are in measure
contemporaneous,--3eciss. .

%Red horse®-~the hue of blood, The Great Dragon (Rev. 12:3) is
red--a murderer from the beginning. In this seal -we see war-bloody
times, national war, civil strife, class conflict, murder and violence.
Here the angry passions of men are aroused and "peace is taken" from

the earthe.

"There is bloodshed enough now, but this will exeel, for the
restraining hand of God will be withheld, the prayers of groups of
godly intercessors will have ceased, the devil will have his way,
and the world will learn to its cost what it has chosen, in taking
the devil's side against God and Christ."--Ritchie.
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Vss. 5 and 6., The third seal, "Black" is the color of dearth,
famine, mourning. Here is scen the eareful weighing of food-stuffs,
indicating a shortage -~ famine., The penny (denarius, Matt, 20:23)
represented in Bible times the dally wage-of the laborer, With a
whole day's wages only a measure (choenix, a pint-and a half) of
grain can be purehased, When pcace is taken away, searcity of food
results, then follows pestilence. The lusuries -~ oil and wine -- are
not touched,

Vss, 7 and 8. The fourth seal. "Pale" <- a death green, leprous
eolore This represents death in all its forms, the great enemy of man-
kind rempant through pecstilence, sword, and the wild beasts stirred up
to aggressive preying among men, like the man-eating tiger. Hades -~
- the reglon of death, where departed spirits of wieked men await the
Judgment, is seen as a voracious beast swallowing up the living,.

Ves, 9-11. The fifth seal, This vision pictures a compnay of
myrtyrs who had been slain Yfor the Word of Cod and for the testimony
which they held," They are seen symbolically "under the altar,” the
place of saerificial blood {lev, 4:7) c¢f, Heb, B8:1-5 '9:21-24, These
martyrs are not Christians of the present age of grace, they belong
to the time of "things which shall be after thsse,"” as shown in their
prayer for vengeanca, which is not in keeping with a tims of granse,
They belong to a time when Jjulgment comes openly from heaven upon an
incorrigible, apostage generation. No Christian can pray in the len-
guage of the imprecatory Psalms {of. Psg, 94:1-3; 109:20), but in the
tribulation time, when the ungodly malignantly blaspheme His name and
slay His faithful people, meny of them Jews, it is a time for justice
to be meted out. :

They are told that their number is yet incomplete, others will
yet be killed and that the consummation of their redemption is not
Just yet. They are given "the white robe" of God®s approval.

Vss., 12-17., Sixth Seal

"By Him all things consist and are a harmonious whole® (Wey,
Cole 2:17). When He withdrews His hand, mightyv convulsions result in
the order of nature--*a great earthquake” -- shaking (seismos) in both
celestial and terrestrial regions. Joel 2310, 30, 313 Hag, 2:6,
“Great convulslions--spoken of in Scripture in connection with special
menifestations of Deity, especially of a judicial character.%--Seiss.
Exe 19:18,--%inail, Death of Jesus.-~Matt. 27:50, 51,

l, ©Sun darkened. Cf, Crucifixion (Luke 23:44, 45); Judgment on
Egypt (Ex. 10:23; Matt. 24:29),

2, Moon red like blood, of. Matt, 24:29

3o ©Stars shaken. Probably shooting and falling stars. Probably
an extra-ordinaryand universal meteoris shower., Not a removal of the
Heavenly luminaries. Cf, 8:12, This phenomenon cannot here mean the
fall of the great heavenly star bodies, for some of them are so many
times larger than the earth, that should even one strike the earth,
it would be completely destroyed. On the night of
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November 13, 1833, there was a great meteoric shower, lasting for
three hours, Thousands of people were filled with consternation and -
with the belief that this very scene, here described, was transpirings
Fiery balls, of various sizes and brilliancy, flashing across the sky,
with trailing tails, fell upon the earthe Pecople were awakeéned 1n
terror ‘from their sieep. There 1s an old lady, ‘Nancy Price, 102 years
of agej still living (1928) in Springfield, ‘No., who remembers this.
Vs. 13, we believe, deplcts a similar scene, greatly intensified.

4, Heaven rolled up as a seroll, Probably our limediate sky of .
heaven., Heavens distinguished in Scripture. Cf, 2Cor, 12:2;
1 Kings 8:2%7.

5, Violent eruptions and changes in the topography of the land.
Effect upon men of all classes, Every men's poise is shaken, his nerve
fails, Calls on rocks instead of on the Lord Himself, Reallze whence
these judgements emanate. Spirlt of the present day sees no God, no
warning, no judgment, in theé catastrophes of these momentous daysj
€e Zeo, bhe Japanese earthquake in 1923 and others since almost as
severe, i

CHAPTER SEVEN

This chapter is one of a series of intercalary visions, inserted
as an enlarged poption of -a group photograph, to present certain
persons, fedatureg and events, which thé Ioly Spirit desired to em=
phasize and bringfout into bold relief, Note that the record of the
opening of the seals; the blowing of the trumpets, and the ‘pouring-
out of the vials, 1s broken into by the insertion of ch, 7, che. 10:
1-11,14; ch, 12; ch. 13; 14:1~15:5; chs, 17, 18, This does not
necessarily mean that they are inserted in the record where they
chronologically belongs The events represented by these chapters’
doubtless take place all during the time Of the great tribulation,
as the seals, trumpets, and vials proceed,

Vse l. "Four corners of the earth"--this expression has to do
primarily in Scripturé with the Jewish dispersion and is significant
here, as we shall seg, "Four angeds”--these may probably be four of
the trugpet angéls (eT. 8:2), They are special ministers of the
Almighty's judgments, but are here restrained until "servents of God
are sealed,®

Vs, 2, "EastM-=literally "rising of the sun.® In Mal, 4:2, the
prophe foretells the coming of the great [lessianic Deliverer, theé
Sun of Righteousness in the full-orbed day of His millenial glory.
Israel’s deliverance will come from "the rising of the sun® as
Ezekiel saw it (Ezek. 43:1-7), whither he viewed the glory of Jehoveh
departing (Ezek, 10:19; 11:23).

Vs. 3o A lull in the judgment proceedings {(cf. Ezekiel ch. 9}.
wSeal--a sign of ownership, protection, preservation. Ssee
2 Tim, 2:19; Eph, 1:13; 2 Cor, 1:23,

Vs. 4. Who is this company? Only ®rightly dividing the Word of

Truth® can fathom it., See Ezek. 14:22; Joel 2:32; Isa, 11:11, 16,
They are not the church or even symbolical at all, The language is

|



NORTHWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE Page 25
BOOK OF REVELATION

too clear and specific to6 be misunderstood, The literal sense is the
only safe interpretation.’ "Children of Israel®™ can be no other than
literal sons, descendants, of Jacobs Thé omission of the tribes of
Dan and Ephraim may be explained by Deut. 29:17-21; Gen, 49:17;

Hosea 4:17., These tribes were foremost in idolatryv. In every time of
Israel's national history there has always been a faithful remmant,
true to Jehovah, when the mass of the pecple were apostate, This
company of 144,000 are the remnant of Israel faithful during the
tribulation days, who form the nuclous of the renewed nation of the
millenial ago,

Another Company. Vsse 9=17.
Who are they not?

ls Not the highest rank of the redeemed. cf. 4:5,
2, Not sealed onés. These are largely Gentiles--"all nations,
kindreds, etc."

3s Not the church as officially recognized, who are redeened
and glorified before the tribulation and are reigning, These
do not reign.

Who are they?

They are ransomed human beings, who lived on the earth during the
great tribulation--Mcame out of the tribulation, the great one." (This
is the literal translation of the Greek, which is emphatic in its
designation) ef, Dan, 12:1; llatt. 24:21,

They are probably unprepared ones, having learned righteousness
through judgment and are found worthy to escape the remaining judge-
ments, They‘are seen in heaven-="before the throne®; clothed in
*white robes,™ signifying their acceptance thfough the blodd; they -
bear palm branches, symbolizing their victory; they rejoice before
God; they serve Him, He dwells with them, having freed them from °
all curse and sorrow; they are nourished and rcfreshed by the Lamb,

CHAPTER EIGIT

Vs. 1. Silence in heaven, This silence, as Dr., Seiss says, has
made a great deal of noise in the world, espeéially among commentators
The conflict of opinion 1s positively anmusing. ®Some treat it as a
prophetic symbol of scenes and experiences in the eartialy history
of men; some as‘the suspension of divine wrath in the destruction of
Jerusalem; some, as the freedom granted to the church under the reign
of Constantine; some as the interval of repose granted the Christians
between the persecutions by Diocletian and Galerius in Ay D. 311 and
the beginning of the civil wars toward the end of the same year,”
etc, ad infinitum,

: When we recognize that the seventh seal complcetes and fulfills
the judgments, because the trumpets and vials are introduced by it
and that what follows is the final consummation of the mystery of God
we can understand that this silence is one of wonder and interested
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awe, because the events about to happen are sé6 important and portentous,
All heaven is hushed in contemplation and awe.

Vs. 2« Seven presence angels. "Seven angels who are in the pre-
sence of‘God™ (Weymouth). These are the mightiest of Goé's minister-
ing host, of highest rank, Among them was Gabriel (Luke’l:19), In
the apocryphal book of Enoch there is reference to Uriel;, Rapheel, :
Raguel, Michael, Serakiel, Gabriel. The place that these angels occupy
in the presence of Ged mMy be illustrated by the seven peérsian princes
who "saw®™ the/monarch--the ranking princes {(Esther 1: lé?

"Seven trumpets.® They have definite significance in Seripture.
Specigl dircctions were given to Israel in regard to their use, Blow-
ing of trumpets signified a time of CTlSlSn-SOleuulty, a tine. for men
to stir themselves to action.

Trumpets:
1, Were connected with ware Num. 10:9

2., Were for the convocation of the people or the moving of the
camp, Num., 10:6, 7.

3. Proclaimed the great festivals, Num. 10:10; 2 Chron. 29:27.
4, Were related to the coronation of kings. 2 Kings 9:13.

5 Were associated with the manifestation- 6f the terrible majesty
and power of God, Ex. 19:16; Amos 3:6,

8, Were connected with the overthrow of the ungodly. Josh_6:15-l6

7. Proclaimed the laying of the foundation of God's termle,
Ezra 3:10.

We may look for all these manifestations as the angéls proceed
with their ministry and the record of Revelation unfolds.

Vss¢ 3 and 4, MAnother angel.” Associated with angels as to
ninistry, but ghe aétivities n re described inply some Being very dif-
ferent as to nature.

tCenser® connects with the Holy of Iiolics and the ministry of the
«,wiesto' This scems to be another of the many pictures of the Lord
Josus Cnrlst, our Great High Priest, "who has passed into the heaven-
lies.™" He offers the prayers of thu saints and rénders them acceptable
to Gode This minlstry is assigned to Jesus alone, c¢fe Eph., 2:18

Heb, 13:15; 1 Pet, 2:55 Thls 1nterprétation 18 sanctioned by ancient
interpreters——ALgustine Bede, etc. cf, che 5:8,

The accumulated Spirit-indicted prayers of all saints in zcll ages
¢ome before God as a sweet savor for remembrance and answer, They are -
rade meritorious,‘sanctified, perfumed, by the High Priest Jesus Christ.
Every true prayer, even for 1ndividua1 need finds its consummetion in
the Lord‘'s prayer. %Hollowed be Thy namec, Thy kingéom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven."
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This very inauguration of the kingdom is about to happen hcrce
The power of God is about to be displayed to banish the usurper and
all his followers and to scnd back the kinge. Tace prayers of "the
saints are answered for the setting up of the lMessianic rule,

Vg. 5. Fire-filled censer cast into’thc earth.

ae Fire is thc great consumer. Héb, 12:29. It speaks of the
divine wrath, judgment--punishment. e¢f, Sodom and Gomorrah, also
Ezck, 10:1-7; Mal. 4:1., The ungodly are about to be judged in prc=-
paration for the setting up of the kingdom.

be Fire is the great purifier, lll, 3:2, 3.,  Isracl 1s now
to bé purged of her dross and an end "made of sins,™ etcs ¢f, Dan,.
9:24, The havoc wroéought by the curse and blight of sin and Satan is
to be clcansed awaye

Note the rumblings of divinc wrathe, "voiccs, lightnings, thune
derings, earthquake." c¢fe. Ch 4:5 and 11:19., Observe the increase
in intensity.

Vs. 6. The activities of thé¢ angels begine On account of the
great moment of subsequent events, definite preparations are made.
There is orderly arrangement arrangement and prodedure, deliberate-
ness heres. MAngels are ministering spirits;® they are given the
divine instructions and exercise their own intelligencec,

Vs. 7. The first trumpet., A rencwal of the Egyptian miracles,.
efe Micah 7:15-17; Jer, 23:7, 8. A literal interprctation is the’
only safe one, otherwise all kinds of conjecture end vagary result,
See Ex. 9:25-28, "blood-rcd rains and bloodered snows are not une
know: to the world, On the 17th of August, 1819, Captaln Ross saw
the mountains at Baffin'!s Bay covered for cight miles with blood-red
snow, meny feet in depth. -Saussare found it on Mb. St. Bernard in
1778.% Seiss Vol. 2, page, 44

‘A nmodern instance of this occurred November 17, 1920 at Chch
Shae, Yunnan, S. China, The incident is well authenticated by !lis-
sionaries and Ghinese Christians., /¢ quote fron tHe Literary Digest
of September 3, 1921. ®ihen the villagers got up, they found what
appeared to be spots of blood, like raindrops, all over the court
yards, in the fields and on the stones, ctc, The following day was
Comrwmnion Sunday, but no onc said anything at 2ll, being fearful and
afraid of ridicule if they mentioned it, Almost a week later the
thing leaked out and eees.lTs. Cowman sent schoolboys and Evangelist
Yen Teng to investigate the matter. They brought back a number of
vegetable leaves on which the spots were still to be seen quite plain-
ly. They appeared dark red as if it had rained just a few drops.”

Evangelist Yang reported that "this rain of blood was also scen
at Ning Ch'ae village three miles away., Therc the rain covered the
ground completely. A Nosu tribesman, when he got up in the ‘morning
found his courtyard all red with what he supposed was blood, - Ie
thought, 'Robbers must have been there during the night and killed
one of my cows,.,! But upon counting the animals in the stalls, all
were in their usual places.™ Ax
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A group of Lisu Christians told that this "rain of blood" was
also seen in Several places over Szcchwan cbout forty miles away at
the same time,

Vss. 8 and 9. The second trumpcte ©™As it werc a great mountainde
this is an instance of figurative interpretation, but clear in the
text. Probably a burning fiery metcroric mass, the cffect of ‘'which
is to turn thé third part oFf the waters of thc sea into bloods cf»

Ex, 7:20; Psa., 105:29; Psa. 71:44, Déstruction of life in sea .cnd
ships. Hoseca 4:1-3; Zeph, 1:3; Isa, 2:16.

Vsse 10 and 11, The third trumpet, Star‘or metcor named
Wormwood affects the waters of rivers, strcams, and springse. Dr.
Seiss relates that lar. 21, 1823, in‘onc of the Alcutian Islands
therc was o great volcanic explosion,‘and as one of the results, the
river watcr assumed thé color of beer, and was so extremely bitter
as to be unfit for use. cf. Jore 9:13-13, ’ :

« Vse. 124 The fourth trumpcte. The hcavenly luninaries are affect~
ed, so that unnatural and intense darimess results. cf, Luke 21:25
Motte 24:29, Isa. 13:9, 10; "Joel 2:10, 30; 3:15; ©Sve also the
plague of darkness upon Egypte.

Vs. 13. The following woe trumpets are given speclal gignifi-
cance by announcement of a flying: fangel®. The Alexandrian, Sinaitic
Vatican MSS. have "eagle“-octos. Here:agéingbhe language is clearly
symbolic of some divinely commisioncd messenger flying, like an angel
wthough the midst of heaven™ pronouncing woe upon the inhabitants
of the earth, 5

CHAPTER NINE

Vse 1. The fifth trumpct. °"A star fallen (Greek perfect tense)
from heaven., Not as in ch, 8:10, which was a material agency. This
is o spiritual intelligence as the context shows. ¢f. 12:4. "Key
was given to him"--divine permission to unloose infernal agencies on
an ungodly world. .c¢f, 2 Thess, 2:11; Rom. 1:28., "Bottomless pit®-
this is not an gcecurate translation of the original here and a bottome
less pit is a misnomer, gXcept as figuratively expressing the idea:
of a very, very deep dungeon holds "Well plt of the abyss® is a
better rendering and refers to a decp dungeon place of confinement
in the underworld, the rcgion of death, thec placé of departed spirits
where are confined fallen angels and demons. c¢fe Jude 6; Luke
8:27-31; 2 Pot. 2:4, |

Vse 2. A terrible exodus of these demon spirits from the pit
to torment mcn. They issuc in clouds until "the sun and the air
were dariened." Ilen choose Satan, so God pernits them to taste of
his power and awful malignity in releasing thesc usually confined
demons.

Vse 3. They have the form of locusts, but are not literal lo-
custs as seen by thc effects they produce zsce verse 4). Locusts
have no king (Prove. 30:27), but these infornal demon locusts haveo
(see vs. 11}, Those havé power to inflict torture as a scorpion
bite affceots its vietimse There secms to be some analogy between
this passage and Jocl 2:1=9
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Vs. 4, Their invasion does not affcct vegetation, but ™men who
have not the seal of God in their forchoads."™ So these arc not in- -
cursions of nations, false doetrincs, invasions of lohammedoans, Huns,
ctec., as somc would intérpret, for they arc active during the generae’
tion of men then livinge. The "sealed oncs™ (ck. 7) arc still prescnt.

Vss, 5 and 6. Thcy do not cause death, but awful torturc. len
desire death, but it is Impossible of realization at this time. The
length of the period of their activity "five months,”

Vss., 7-10., Description of these locust-spirits. A frightful
combination--hybrid, infernal cherubim, The details show that they
belong clearly to the Satamic order,

‘Vse 1lls ‘Their king is one of Satant's arcéhons or angels, The
name, Abaddon, as used in the Hebrew of the 0. T. refers to this very
region of the pit of ruin and destruction; Apollyon is the Greek
equivalent for destruction. The use of both terms to define this’'king
indicates that both Hew and Centile are affected by this judgment.

Vse 12, Announcement of the two following woes. The sixth
trumpet., We will anticipate verses 20 eand 21 to discover--

The Cogdition of Society at this Period.

1, Demon worships 1 Cor, 10:20, 21 (There is only one devil,
the word %devils™ in the N. T. is demons) Justin Nartyr considered
them giants born of the "sons of God" and *"the daughters of men®
(Gen, 6:1-5)s Orthodox Jewish opinion (Josephus)-‘that they are spirits
of the wicked dead. Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen, Augustine all con-
sidered them the souls of the unsanc¢tified dead, No one can answer
satisfactorily who or what they are, but Dr., Seiss's definition is
good: "they are invisible spirit-beings, unholy in character, and be=
longing to the kingdom of evil and havirga vicious penchant to intere
fere in affairs of mankind in the flesh," '"Communication with them is
possible, but forbidden in Seripture (Deut, 18:10-12), Modern spirite
ualism more properly spiritism, is explainable only in part as magic
end illusion, but seems to be, in many instances, the manifestation of
demon spirits impersonating the dead, wherever men's hearts and minds
are open to and invite them,

2 Idolatry., ‘Two thirds of the world's population today is
idolatrous, heathen, pagan, Return to idolatry on the part of those
who have apparently abandoned it, is not impossible, ‘*ihat is to
hinder men from becoming philosophic idol worshippers, especially if
their spirit guides so dictate and accompany such dictation with the
power of working wonders, if men accept Socratic’philosophy instead
of "the Bible?"--Seiss, Note vs, 20 does not say, "cannot speak.™
cf, Rev, 13:14-16, In these days in many homes and in some of our
great co~educational universities. Planchette is a houschold god,

In the University of Wisongin not long ago, nmany of the lady students
were failing in their work, were nervous, and irritable, ‘It was dis=
covered that groups of them were sitting up late at night, closeted
with Ouija boards. Back of these seemingly innocent little toys,
there is a Satanic influence. ’
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3s Terrible moral state, &2 Tim. 3:1-5, 13; Matt. 24:37, 38
Luke 17:28; 29, Revolting crimes are on the increase today. Iurders
are common, life is held cheaply, Justice turned eway backward,

"Sorcerics®-~the word in the original GreeXk-is "pharmakeia,®
also in Rev, 18:23; and Gal, 5:20, In Rev, 21:8, "sorserer® is
pharmekeus and in 22:15 "sorserer™ is pharmakos, These three words
are evidently of one origini=-

(1) pharmakeia--the administration or use of drugs, poisoning.
(2) pharmakos-=a preparer of drugs, generally that operate by
= p 3 O J
the use of magic charmse .

v

(3) pharmakeus--one who prepares or admninisters drugs,

It is seen that these words, with their English derivatives,
vharmacy and pharmacist, etc,, refer to the use of drugs in some
shape with or without an association with megic and superstitious
charms, This throws a flood of light on conditions that prevail to~
day, the evil préctices with poisonous drugs, tampering with one
another's health. Sensuality is promoted by the skilled manipulation
of unscrupulous and ungodly physicians in the use of pharmacopociai
(We would not disparge or discount the value of many honest, godly,
and skilled Christian physicians. The world would be badly situated
without them).

The traffic in dope in the world and especially in the United
States hag reached tremendocus proportiocns, There is an organized
dope ring, whose tentacles reach out into our schools to ontrap even
our little children into teking thelr first dose of the white powders
morphine, cocaine, heroin, ete. One in every hundred perscns in the
U. S. is a drug user, and many of the fiendish crimes are committed
by those under the influence of those drugs. This is what John the
Revelator saw as he looked through the years to the end tine.

Modern subversive ideas of the sacrcdness of the marriage
relation, the multiplied divoreces, free-love, loose ncrals, the false
psychology of behaviorism, self«expression, etc,, are fast ripening
the present generation for the outpoured judgments of God.

Vse 13, fVoice from the four horns of the gdlden altart--everyw
thing has a voice, even inanimate creation speakse c¢fs "voice of
‘Abel's blood,.™ "Woe to him that buildeth e town with blood and stabe
lisheth a c¢ity by iniquity.®" For the stone shall cry out of the wall
and the beam out of the timber shall answcr it." Hab. 2:12, 11, The
blood on the horns of the altar of o0ld spoke for mercy and pardon,
here it cries for judgment, signifying that God's way of atonement
and mediation by the bldood of Jesus and iils High~Priestly ministry is
ignored, Heb, 10:28=31,

Vss. 14 and 15, Command to the sixth angel who carries out the
diving commission, Four other angels, "who are bound (prisoner) in
(Greek-"epi,” at, upon, or near) the great river Zuphrates."™ These
must bé evil angels, for good oncs are not bound. cf. RPcts 2:4;
Jude 6, ‘They are released from their restraint in inflicting torment
upon men, to carry it out again.

Sy
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: The scene of their bondege is the river Euphrates, Mesopotamia,
the land of Shinar, where the first attempts of the powers of evil

against the human race were made, where oppressive world-powers arose,

where great apostasies originated (Rabylon). .

_The chronological reference in verse 15 may indicate either the
appointed time when they-are released to bring judgment or the duration
of the plague, 13 months, 1 day, 1 hour.

Vso 16~19. They seem to be the leaders of a horde of 200,000,000
infernals caV¥alry, supernatural horses, hybrid in character - combining
different destructive qualities. Those diabolical forces are let loose
on the earth to torment men. Lion heads ~ devouring and fierce;
breastplates - ficry, infernal protection; mouths issuing smoke and
sulphur; tails like serpents, biting and inflicting torture and death.

One third of mankind then living are killed by them. The rest
give not glory to God (20). c¢f. 27:22; Luke 16:31,

INTERCALARY TO 11:15
CHAPTER TEN

The Entry of Christ in Person ss Judgee.

Vs, 1. "Another mighty angel." This angel, we believe, may be
identified as Jesus Himself =-=- the 01d Testament "Angel of Jehovah,”
the Angel of the covenant, " "the angel of His presence" (literally,
"of His face"), The word angel, mecans messenger. Christ was the
pre-eminent messenger of Gode Meny symbols, figures, and representa-
ticrs are required to portray to man the mervelous personality and
character of Him, who is called "Wonderful.”

"Clothed with a cloud.™ cf. Ex, 19:16-18; Matt. 24:30; 26:64;
Acts 1:9., This representation indicates the presence of Peity. The
"rainbow" (cf, 4:3) identifies this angel with the throne, and his
glorious sun-lit countenance and blazing fcet suggest the description
of the transcendent Christ of che 1:15,186,

Vs. 2. "Set His right foot on the se¢a and His left foot on the
earth." This is the signal of occupancy, possession, rightful owner-
ship. - ‘The world has long becen under the dominion of His cncmies,
but now, He asserts His right to do ite.

Vse 38, His voicey Mighty-as a Lion, authoritative, striking
terror to His opposers, powerful, and vengeful, He is "the Lion of
the tribe of Judah.® of., 5:5; Jer. 235:29-31, Response of the seven
thunders. Seven, being the number of fullness and completeness, in-
dicates these as embracing in their uttcecrance judgment in its full and
complete manifestation,

Vs. 4. John heard what these thunders uttered, but was forbidden
to reecord it. cf. John 12:29,
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Vss., 2, 8~11. -The Little Book. cf. Ch. 5. This bvook is likely
the same as in che 5, or a miniaturc thercof and cmbodies the Word of
Gode ° We would takc it as embrecing God's plans and purposes of rcdem=
ption, the title deccds of the kingdom and, as Dr. Sciss says,"all the
prophetic, priestly and royal rights of Jesus as Goel (Kinsman-rcdcemer)
compassing the-kernel of sacred prophecy, all evangclistic preaching,
all true faith, all ebiding hope."

The ‘gospel is swect to & believing soul and’precious to a true
minister, but it causes pain, hardship, recproach, and traveil of soul
to the true servant of Gode ¢f. Ezek, 3:1~4, Ezeckiel "went in the
bitterness and in the heat of his spirit.®

Vss 11 is literally: "Thou must prophesy again upon (econcerning)
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings many."

Vss. 5-7. The notable proclamation.

The angel swears by the Eternal God that there shall be "time"™ mo
longer. "Time®™ is an unfortunate rendering here. "Delay® (R.V.) is
the secnse. There seem to have been 'many centuries of deley in the conw-
summation of God's great- dsy. Eve, Simcon, John the Baptist, the
early Christians, Luther, and many men since, have expected the immed~
iate fulfillment of God's promise; but in gracc He has delayed. But
"in the days" of the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the mystery of
God shall be finished. The moment has arrived,

"The mystery of God."® Does this mcan "the mystery of iniquity™?
Then antichrist, the embodiment of all Satanic powcr will be revealed
in his true character and his rule brought to a suddon and ignominious
end, Does it mean "the mystery of thé church"? Then the church
will be menifested in glory with her Kingly consort to the nations of
the earth. Does it mean the "Mystcry of Israel's blindness"? Then
the veil will be lifted from their eyes and the saints of Israel will
possess the kingdom &nd the nation will take her place as hcad of the
peoples of the earth, a blessing to all. The kingdom of heaven will
be a mystery no more. It will be fully revealed,

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Interpreters come into conflict only as they try to interpret
this and other chapters in Revclation as referring to the Christian
era and not to the "day of the Lord,"™ thc day of judgment.

Vss., 1, 2.

Notc the connoction of vs. 1 with the preceding chapter. Johm
becomes an actor in the scene. He is a representative or type of the
prerogatives and activities of the saints, They shall judge the
world. I Cor, 6:2; Psa., 149:5-9,

Measuring is an act implying judgment, a sign of appropriation,
of entering upbn possession, "In the settlement of some new order, as
beheld by Ezekiel, a great deal of measuring is done." cf. Ezek.40-48
where Ezekiel views the new order of the millennial age as it concerns
restored Israel,
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What is measured? ®Temple, altar-worshippers.® cf. I Peter 4:17.
The church is not referred to here; she has been caught away. It is
not the heavenly temple; there are no such distinctions as Jew and
Gentile there; the heavenly temple has already been purified. The
languege here is distinctly Jewishe "Holy city® - c¢fs Neh, 11:1,18;
Isas 52:1; Matt. 4:5; 27:52,53, A return of the Jews and the re-
establishing of their temple worship is impliedes c¢f, chs, 7; contrast
the measuring here with ch, 21:15,

"Rod" - an instrument of chastisement, a symbol of authority and of
power. c¢fs Rom, 11:21-25, God begins to acknowledge the Jew, rejects
the Gentile. Luke 21:24., S

"Forty and two months® - (same period as 1260 days, verse 3) the
last half of Daniel's seventieth week of years (Dan.9:27)., The city
is trampled by the Gentiles, Antichrist set up "the abomination of
desolation,® Israel passes through the time of "Jacob's trouble.® But
the Gentiles also come into judgment (c¢f. Babylon, ch, 18}, This -
gzriod is comparatively short; God does a quick work now. c¢fe. Matt,

1220

The o Witnesses

This portion of the chapter is not a vision; but a clear descript-
ion by the angel (Jesus Himself) of final events, a special view or re-
velations The ministry of these witnesses extends over a definite
period of 3-1/ yearse. '

They are two in number, This is Divine order. cf, Moses and
Aaron, Caleb and Joshua, Zerubbabel and Joshua, Peter and John,

They are clearly seen to be persons. The interpretetion that
they represent the 0ld and New Testaments is disproved by the context
and involves many difficulties to establish it.

They are individuals, not bodies of Christians.

‘They are MEN, Their subsequent death and resurrection attests
thise

Who are they? Does Scripture give definite revelation cone
cerning their identity? We believe it dces. Since "it is
appointed unto men once to die®™ and since Scripturc reveals that only
one body of persons will never die (I Thess. 4), these must be some
preeminent saints of a nrevious dispensaticn who have never dieds Is
it incredible that they should return to earth, suffer, and die? Jesus,
in glory from eternity, came down from the Mount of Transfiguration,
suffered and died, ©Paul, after receiving his celestial revelation
(2 Core 12) did likewisz. What Seripture foundation have we for b=«
lieving that & man previously living on the earth should return, ful-
£ill a further ministry, and die? Mal. 4:5, 6. :

The Jews expected Elijah to return. This caused the discussion
of the scribes with John (John 1:19+21); and of the disciples with
Jesus’(,att. 17310-12) John in a sense was Elijah (Matt. 11:14; Luke
1:17), but not literally. Christ did not deny that Elijah would
come again,
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What other individual fills the scripture requirements? Enoch,
the seventh from Adam. Some say Moses, but Moses once experienced
death and it would seem ineredible that he should twice go through
this. ‘Enoch, like Elijah, was preeminently a judgment prophet., ‘cf.
Jude 14, 15. ‘In the New Testament apocryphal book of Nicodemus,
che 20, vse 2-4, a scene in the underworld is described as follows:
~ “And two very ancient men met them and were asked by the saints,
*Who are ye who have not yet been with us in Hedes and have had your -
bodies placed in Paradise?" One of them answering said, 'I am Enoch,
who was translated by the word of God and this men with me is Elijah
the Tishbite, who was translated in a fiery chariot.' 'Here we have
hitherto been and have not tasted death but are now about to return
at the coming of Antichrist, being armed with divine signs and mir-
acles to engage him in battle and to be slain at Jerusalem and to be
teken up alive again into the clouds after three days and a half."
This is to say the least, interesting. It shows what the belief
was in the early days of Christianity.

l. The time of these witnesses.

ae Not gospel times, They show a different spirit than a
minister of God's grace. c¢f,., the attitude-of Jesus -~
"Father, forgive them ~- "; James; Stephen, etec. These
men deal out vengeance immediately. vs. &

be Very evil times. The beast and the false prophet hold
sSway . The witnesses wear sackcloth, indicating evil days.
Ve 3 :

c. Times of the supernatural end miracle.  Satan is then
inspiring the beast and the false prophet. c¢f. image of
the beast (ch. 13) fire from heaven, etc. Men are given
over to strong delusiom (2 Thess. 2), The‘witnesses
have power to-‘shut heaven, destroy with fire, etc. cf.
Time of Moses, withstood by Jannes and Jambres.

2« The work of these witnesses,

as Prophetie¢. vs. 3, cf. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and their
ninistrye. ;

b. Witnesses for Jesus Christ, now personally manifested as
Judge. "My Witnesses" == their witness is not to Him as
the bleeding Lamb, but as the coming Avenger and King.
They expose Antichrist and call to repentance as did John
the Baptist. Vss. 3,7

Ce Given power to exercise judgment immediately. "Fire issued
out of their mouth" -+ not gunpowder, as some would inter-
pret. c¢fe. Elijah's former ministry. II Kings l:1-12.
See 014 Testament threat ageinst epostasy. Deut. 28:
23,24, In his former ministry Elijah was used to ful~
£ill this scriptures Again his ministry is one of swift
Judgment, ;

d. They are the "two olive trees®™ of their day. cf. Zeche
che, 4 vs. 4. The olive trees of Zech. 4. The olive
trees of Zech., 4 were "a material image of the mysterious
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organism through which the heavenly potencies were coming
forth to give success to the completion of the work in -
which Zerubbabel was engaged® -- Seiss, They represented
the operation of the Holy Spirit of God through Zerubba-
bel and Joshua as His earthly agents. That ancient time
was one of restoration of Jerusalem, of the templs, the
worship of Jehovah, and the ordinances of Gode.

Another such period onm a far grander scale is promised.
&cts 3:19-21s These witnesses are used to bring this about
for the context clearly shows that God is dealing-:directly
in behalf of end in judgment of His people Israel, with a
view to their reestablishment according to His covenant
with Abraham and David.

0o Elijah's former ministry ome of turning Isreel from Idola=
tI¥e See Mal. ‘35.6. Matte 17:11.

. Suggestion of a simjlar ministry of Enoch to the Antedilu~
vians JUDE 1é.

8¢ They are sent as a merciful provision from God. Some ere
saved. Matt, 24:21, 22, c¢f, Isaiah’s remnante.

3, What becomes ¢f thems

S

4,

aes Immortal till their work is finished. vsss 5, 6.
be. Killed when this 18 accomplisheds v.7

c. Deed bodies denied buriale A pioture of the awful Satenie
malignity of those times,

e, Resurrection and recalled to heaven. vss. 11, 12.

£, Immediate judgment falls from heaven. vs. 13, MNote the
marginal reference ~ ®names of men,” indicating that the
outstanding opposers, the ring-leaders possibly of the
rebellion against Goa are singled out for Judgment, The
giving glory to God herse is not likely godly sorrow. cf.
Pharaoh of Egypt and his magicians, the Philistines and
the ark. Second woe past., Vs, 14,

g8 Their rapture to heaven, Ve 11-12
Compare Ezek.- . &7:5-14,
F

The Great Earthquaké Effects Mainly Jerusalem, The geological
character of Palestinee ;

a. An earthquake will make possible the river of Ezek. 47;
Zeche 14:4.,9,10.

b. Remnant of Jews gave glory to Goda
The summing up of Coming eventse

a, Because Chapter 12 begins a view from a different perspect=-
ive. Verses 14-19.



NORTEWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, WASH, Poge 36
BOOK OF REVELATION.
CEAPTER TELVE

There is complete diversity of opinion emong Scripture interpre-
ters es to the import of Chapter 12, One interpretction is that the
women is symbolic of the Christiam church, out of which the men-child
(the ‘body of true overcomers) is born and raptured into heavenm {cfo
2:26, 27 and 12:5),° While a comparisom of 2:26, 27 with 12:5 might
lend weight to this, the whole interpretation is open to question, for
Sceripture recognizes only one true church of overcomers (I John- 5:4,5;
Rom. 8:14-17; Rev, 21:7). Only the true church, the overcomers, will
reign with Christe If this be true, the woman cannot represent the -
true church but only the nominal church, Christendom. A sun-enveloped,
star-crowned woman is hardly a fitting symbol of Christendom out of
which, according to this interpretation, the overcomers are born. Fure
thermore, it is the true church which has suffered through the cen=
turies; not the nominal body. Furthermore, the church is a "chaste
virgin," espoused to Christe. She is married to the Lamb (c¢h. 19),
and then comes forth with Him from the heavenlies to rule as His gueen~-
ly consort. This woman is already in the way of motherhcod.

Whilé the sign appears to John in heaven, the action takes place
on the earth. (cfo. 12:13),

The author of this course inclines to the view that the symbol is
of Israel and presents to us in one concrete, objective picture her
relation to Jehovah and the outstanding events in her history - -
Messiah's birth, her preservation during the tribulation period, the
judgment of her enemies, etc. We outline the following reasons for
this view:

1. Chapter 11, verse 19, by comuon consent belongs to the vision
of Chapter 12, The ark = symbol of Godé's rresence, especially
to Israel - is revealed here, evidencing thaet Israel is in the
foreground in the present chapters and that He is moving in
her behalf.

2, Tsrael is frequently spoken of in Isaiah and Jeremiah (6:2)
as "the daughter of Zion," whose unfaithfulmess Jehovah de=
plores, but whom‘He will betroth unto Him forever in faithful=-
ness. Hos, 2:19,20, Paul speaks of the spiritual Jerusalem
as "the mother of us all." : :

%, YXsaiah refers to Tsrael as bteing in travail and bringing
forth a "man-child® and "her children." (Isa. 66:7,8.) ™"Unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is given." Isa. 9:6

4, The reference to the sun, mocn, and stars points us in our
thinking to the progenitors of Israel. c¢cf, Gen. 37:9,10.
There mey be reference in this symbolism to the "Sun of

Rightecusness® (Mel. 4:2), in His power and glory wrapping
Himsei? arcund Isreel in the time of national restoration to
favor and biessing in the full-orbed millenniel day.

As suggested by Dr. Ottman, the moon, which reflects-the light
of the sun, may speak of the typical ordinances in Israel, which re-
flected the-glories of Christ, or it may indicate her victorious posi~-
tion - moon, ruler of the night, darkness being under her feet - show-
ing her final conquest of the powers of darkness so long arrayed
egainst her,
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The crown of twelve stars, speaking on the twelve tribal heads,
testify here to the restoration of Isreel.

5. There is no mention of the church after shapter 4. The
church is a "mystery;"™ there is no time set for the realiza-
tion of her destiny, no chronological data apply to her. We
are to "wult for His Son from heaven," In relation to '
Israel cf., 1260 days; time, times and helf & time of ch.12:6,
14, Chapter eleven is distinctly Jewish and connects with
cho 12, In che. 11 the testimony of the two witnesses is for
the same period of time.

6. Rev. 12:5 refers primarily to Messiah, the Men~child, and Eis
place of regal authority over-the netions (e¢fs ch, 19:15) and
His catching up, in ascension, to the throne of God, after
Saten's efforts to destroy Him., (vs, 4). Christ is not born
of the church,

7. Che 12:7 mentions Michael, who is "the great prince who
standeth for the children of thy (Daniel®s people,¥ who is
seen in fulfillment of Danlel®s prophecy (Dan. 12:1) active
in behalf of Israel in the time of tribulation,

8., Chapters 11, 12, 13 are clearly Jewish-in their setting. In
chapter eleven "the beast,"™ antichrist, is mentioned and again -
in chapter thirteen, the period of his continuance is 42 months,
the same period of time as in chapter 12:6,14,

Women in the way of motherhood,

®"The thought of Israel being in traveil is hard to realize, ex-
ceprt as we understend what the fulfillment of God's promise as to
Christ involved in the way of suffering on the part of the nation.
To them, while under the trial of law and with the issue (to man's
thouznt ) uncertaing Christ could not be born. The prosperows deays
of David must go by; the heirs of David must be allowed to show what
wes in their heart and be carried to Babylon. Fumilistion, sorrow,
faeil to’'produce result; while the voice of prophecy even lapses -with
Malachi, the long silence of death is broken by the-cry at last, 'To
us a child is born.? Here is at least one purpose, as it would seen,
of that triple division of the genealogy of the Lord in Matthew, the
goverrmental gospel. in which the first fourteen generations bring one
to the culmination of their national prosperity; the second is a :
period of decline to the captivity; the third a period of resurrection,
but which only comes at last, and as in a moment, after the failure of
every nationel hope. Thus in the government of Cod Isreel has her
travail-time." - Ottman.

It has been objected that this chepter could not represent Israel
and her nreservation in the tribulation time and still refer back in
12:3-5 to the birth, preservetion, and aescension of Messiah, because
of the long time gep between that time and the end time, It may be
answered that the symbolism of Dan, 2 in the imasge takes no sccount
of time gaps either, and in one passage, Micesh 53:1-3, we have the
birth of Messiah, the rejection of Israsel, her travall pain, and res-
toration in one continuous passage.
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Another Sign - Great Red Dragone
Vss. 3,4; Isa. 27:1; 34:13. Identified (vs. 9) as "that old
serpent ,® the devil, and Satan.

1. "?ail drew the third part of the stars of heaven.® Job. 38:4-7
pictures the "morning stars®™ as singing over contemplation
of God's creative handiwork, In Isa. 14:12 reference seemns
to be to Satan or "Lucifer®™ - "star of the morning.® The
Symbolism points to the angelic hosts. Jude 6 and Il Peter 5
4 indicate a calemitous rebellion in heaven and the subse~
quent -debasement of the angels, - - "cast them to the earth.”
Satan, the leader of rebellion, influenced with him apparent-
ly the third of the angelic dignitariese.

2. "Seven heads." These are crowned heads, indicating politicel
ruler-shipe. Seven, the earthly complete number of dispensa=-
tional fullness, implies here that Satam, "the god of this
world (age)® controls the earthly governments from beginning
to the end, perticularly during the times of the Gentilesy
The four beasts of Daniel 7, symbolic of the four imperial-
jsms that rule until the coming of Christ, have seven heads
in the aggregatee

%. "Ten horns."® The horn, the weapon of the animel for the in-
fliction of injury, indicates destructive power. cf. Zech.
1:18-31. Satan hes used his power with terrible destruct=-
jon, since the sovereignity becenc his.

4, "Red.” This color signifies blood, fire, death and symbolic-
glly describes Satan's character. John 8:44.,

We see in verse four his melignant purpose to destroy the man-
child (Christ) at His birthe This wes fulfilled in the sleaughter of
the innocent shildren by Herod at the birth of Jesus. Satan 1s
opposed-to God and a1l His purposes, heving special enemity against
Messiah, God's anointed. Satan's designs to destroy Christ were
continued a1l through His life. Witness Nazareth, Gethsamane,
Calvarye :

Verse five reveals the victory of Christ in the completion’
of His redemptive work at His ascension to the Father's right hand,
where He will soon be endowed with all His kingly prerogatives to
#pule the nations with a rod of iromn." cf. Psa. 2:9

War in-Heaven, Woe upon the Earth, Persscution of the Woman, Her
Escape, Her Sustenance, The Dragan's Pursuit, His Defeat, Wrath upon
the Remnent who are faithful. 12:7-17.

Literal war. Eph. 6:12; Dan. 10:12-14, 20, Cf. also partici-
pation of angel hosts in delivering God's people. II Kings 19:35;
6217

The final rejection of Satan from the heavenlies. Prophetic
foreview of Jesus (Luke 10:18), here accomplished.

Michael - not Jesus, but an archengel, one of the seven presence-
angels. A preeminent heavenly dignitary in God's service, especial.
ly as relates to His purposes for Israel. Dan. 1l2:1. He has his
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angels, - just as a general-in-chief has his aides; officers, soldiers,
and all, belong to the king.

The occasion of the conflict, Satan®s effort to thwart the bless~
ing of the whole earth, primarily in Messiah {man-child), then in
Israel (Woman).

Song of triumph at Satamts defeat. vs. 10

Saten's business in heaven, Accuser, adversary, slangerer. cfe
Job 1:6-12; Zech. che 3, I Kings 22:19-22; Luke 22:31, Verse 10,

The saint®s weapon of defense., vS. 1ll. "The blook of the Lamb®
- recognition of the victory of Calvary®s cross; ™the word of their
testimony" -~ unswervinmg witness in faith to their full confidence in
the sacrificial bloode.

Satan's great wraths A terrible day for the earthfs inhebit-
ants. Satan®s subsequent liberty short. verse 1l2.

Special enemity of Satan after being cast out of the heavenlles
js against the women (Israel) through whom the earth (his present
seat) is to be blessed in the coming restoration to God?s favor in
the millennial age, vs. 13. His persecution of the woman through
Antichrist is typified by the vile acts of Antiochus Epiphanes of
Syria (See notes on Daniel 8th ch)e

"Wings of a great eagle® = =« gymbolize the speciel help of Gods
See Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11,12. The flight of the Jewish Christiens
from Jerusalem in 70 A.D., when it was besieged by the Romen armies
under Titus and their escape to Pella, are an example of what is
symbolically depicted here of the godly Jews in the last days. The
time of their preservation is the same as the length of testimony of
the two witnesses (c¢he. 11) eand the duration of the rule of Antichrist
(che 13:5). c¢f., 1 Maccabees 1l:41=50, cf, Matt. 24:15~22,

eWilderness."® Hosea 2:14~-22; Hab, 3; I Mac, 2:26-31, There
seems to be real warrant, from Isa, 16:1~5 end 63:1-4 for believing
that the nation of Isresel is preserved by the flight of the remnant
to the wilderness of Edom and Moab -~ the rock-hewn ruins of Petra
(see Petra, Peraea and Phoenicia, by Archibald Forder, Marshall BrosS,,
London, for description of this region). Ise. 83:1-4 might indicate
that here appears first the sign of the Son of Men to the repentant
remnant. They follow His sign to Jerusalem, where His feet press
Olivet. He judges Antichrist and the confederate nations, and makes
the remnant the nucleus of the renewed nation. (Consult "What shall
be done in the dry;" by Dunbar). Koses fled from Pharaoh, Israel
from the Egyptians, Elijah from ahab, Meccabees from Antiochus.
"Nourished.® 1260 days~-time, times and 1/2 time, cf, 1l:3; Dan, 9:27.
Same as Israel's miraculous feeding in the wilderness, Elijah's sus-
tenance,

®*Flood.® ¢f., der. 46:7,8 where Pharaoh-Heeho’s armies ere likened
to & flood, of. 8lsc Jer. 4738,9. The symbolism here seems clearly
to mean soldiers, an army, VS. 15,

*Earth opened.,® c¢fe. the supernatural work of God in delivering
Israel in opening up the waters of the Red Sea, Ex, 15:11,12. cfe
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also Num. 16:31-35 where Korah, Dathan and Abiram were literally swallow=
. 8d up in the earth. The period of the tribulation in view in these
verses is a time of miracle, wonders, elementery convulsions, so the
earth may open up literally here and ‘swallow en masse the pursuing
enemies. vs. 16

“Remnant of her seed.® Satan's turning against the seed of the
woman is his final effort to stamp out all Christian testimony wherever
found, Since salvation is from Israel, through Christ, any believer
anywhere could be called of "her seed.”

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
The Antichrist. I John 2:18; II Thess. che 2, II John 7

Satan has had his opposite or counterfeit of every doctrine or
purpose of God. Compare Cein and Abel; James and Jambres who withstood
Moses before Pharaoh; the contrasting cities, Jerusalem, the city of
the great King, Babylon, the seat of the first organized rebellion
against God; John the Baptist end Herod; Christ came as Deity incarnate
in the name of the Father. Antichrist will come glorifying himself,
the full representative of what Satan is. '

The various prophets saw projected-upon the background of events
in their own-‘day this final world ruler, persecutor of their own people,
Israel, etc., and he is known in Scripture, therefore, under various
titles. A few of these follow:

Y, The Assyrian (Micah 5:5);

2. King of Babylon (Isa, 14:4);

%. The Litsle Horm {Dan. 7:8; 8:9);

4. Kine of Fierce Countenance (Dan, 8:23});
5, The Willful King {(Dan. 11:36);

6. The Price that shall come (Dan. 9:26);
7¢ The Desolator (Dan. 9:27)¢ =4 :
8. The Lawless One (II Thesse. 2:8 R.V.)

(1) His origine. "Out of the sea,* vs, 1. The Greek reads here,
"snd he (Saten) stood upon the send of the sea and I (John) saw a beast
rise up out of the sea." c¢f. 7:2,3, The sea in Scripture represents
nations, peoples in their restless surgings. The wind represents
strife, commotiom, turmoil, the influence of the prince of the power
of the air. e¢f. Rev, 17:15; Isa. 57:20,21. Satan is seen here pro-
ducing out of the political turmoil of the nations his masterpiece,
the incernation, so to speak, of himself. cf, The "seven heads and
ten horns® of vs. 1 with Rev, 12:3e

(2) A picture of world- power, imperial sovereignty. vss, 1, 7,
cf. the descriptive items; horns~power, crowns, regal domin-
jon, heads-sovereignty. See also ch. 17:9-17. "Kindreds,
tongues, nations" ~- world power in its final consunmation.

(3) A composite administretion. Vs, 2. The beast symbolism is
one of both imperialism and the king or head himself, cf,
Dan. 7:17, 23, In verse 2 we have the embodiment symbolical-
1y of all the elements of the four beasts of-Dan.7? - leopard,
lion, bear, the whole being the non-descript, lybrid creature
of Dan. 7:7. The seven heads likely represent the finel
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corbination in one beast {both the imperialism and the great king
himealf) of all the elements of the-seven great world powers of history-
Assyria, Egypt, Babylon Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, Rome revived. The
wounding of one of the heads (vs.3) may mean the fall of imperial govern-
ment with Rome, and its healing, the revival of imperialsim on the

ground of the old Roman dominion, which is one of‘the singular political
phenomena of our day in the embition-‘of Mussolini, premier of Italy. It
may also have reference to the death, possibly by gssessination of the
last hi?d and his restoration to life, Satanic sirulation of the re-~
surrection.

(4). An individusl administration embodied in one head, upheld by-
ten kings of confederate states. c¢f. ten horns, vs. 1 and Rev, 17:18,
13, His imege is worshipped (13:14,15) so the beast represents one
individual.

(5) A supernatural personage, ¢fe. 17:8 first clause. He comes
up from the underworld, "the son of perdition® (II Thess. 2:3). The
superman-cultured, refined, intellectual, militaristic, diplcmatic, re-
ligious in his own way, the Superman, Satan's consumate effort. cfs
Giants=~ nephilim of Gen. 6:1=5.

(6) A wonderful personage. VSS, 3:4,8, "all the world wondered
after the beast.® "He combines all the gualities of the early kings,
the golden majesty and splendor of Babylonm; the messive preponderance
of power of Medo-Persia; the culture, polish, intellect, philosophy,
art, physical grace of Greece; the strenght of law, martial discipline,
and idea of justice of Rome."™ =- Seiss,

(7) A Blasphemer, an antaegonist of God, usurper of everything di~-
vine. vss. 5,6. "Upon his heads the names of blasphemye.® vs. 1 c¢fe
17:3; Dan., 7:25; 8:25; 11:36-38; II Thess. 2:4.

"In all the great empires the deification of the monarch, and the
cleiming and giving of divine honors to him was a part of the common
piety of the state. Such was particularly the case with the Roman
emperors. Julius Caesar took divine titles, accepted divine honors
while he lived, and temples were erected for his worship after he was
dead. augustus Ceesar favored the erection of the temples for the
worship of his uncle Julius. At Angora the remains of one of these
may still be seen and on it the inscription, 'To the God Augustus.' In
the same locality there is an inscription, "To Marcus Aurelius, uncon=-
quered, pious, august, suceessful, by one most devoted to his godhead."
Nero was styled Ythe God'! while he lived. Lamps have been found de-
voted to Domitian as four God and Lord.'" - Seiss.

(8) A persecutor, vs. 7. ¢fe Dan, 7:21,25; Den. 8:24, The word
®gaints® has a much wider application than to the saints of the'church
dispensation alone. The word means, holy ones, sanctified ones, in
the root meaning of the word as separated unto God, Here it doubtless
refers to all the righteous, Jew and Gentile, of the tribulation dayse.

Admonition to hear and heed., Non-resistance for God's children
His thought and the way of final victory. Vese 9,100
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THE FALSE PROPHET. vss. 11-18.

The second beast is a Satanic personage abetting and co-operating
with the Beast of 13:1-8. He occupies a place in relation to the
first beast that Pharaoh's magicians did to him in upholding his mre-=-
stige and throne. Cf. Balek and the false prophet Balaem (Num.22,23,
24); the tribe of Den and their hiwed priest (Judges 18); Jeroboam and
the religious edministration which he set up at Bothel and Dan (I Kings
12). He is Antichrist's spirituel associste and prophet.

Note in Rev. 13 the Satanic Trinity:
l. The Dragon - Satan as GOD.

2. The Beast - the Sataniec incarnstion, Antichrist, the
counterfeit of Christ.

3, The Two-horned Beast = administrator, revealer, a
travesty on the Holy Spirite

Anti-God, Anti-Christ, anti-Holy Spirit.

Metthew 24:24 includes this personage who is the consummate false
prophet. He is an individuzl as is the Beast., This can be
proven by the end of Bothe Rev. 19:20; 20:10.

l. His origin. "Out of the earth,® This expression refers to
his origin in the underworld of deperted spirits. He is likely
a Satenically resurrected being. Satan, at least in a limited
degree has the power of death (Heb, 2:14) and may simulate a
resnimation from the dead.

2., His nature. ®“Two horns like e lamb, speke &s a dragon." These
horns do not speak so much of brute force cs of the pseuvdo=
lamblike nature = a lemb, besring the marks of gentleness, dom-
esticity. The imagery is cf & men, suave. . polite, cultured,
and refined but heving the nature of Satan. It has been
suggested that these horns represent Spiritism end Supere
naturalisn. It is stated that he will perform signs end
wonderse. :

3, His power and office., He works in perfect harmony and co=
operation with the first beast, being delegated with 211 his
power. He direets the attention of z2ll to the Beast Emperor
and causes all to worship him. VSe 126

It might be objected that there could never be such a return to
such pagen worship, but humanity has alweys vorshipped somethinge
During the French Revolution churches were closed, altars thrown down
end men seemed utterly irrelizious, but in a short time the people ‘were
hailing a shameless women borne through the strects on a pelanquin, &s
the Goddess of Reasone

He confirms his proposals and religion with supernatural works.
vs. 13e cfe II Thess 2:8-10, cfe. also the mecicians of Pharaoh and
Simon Magus <
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®The test of o mirecle is its supernaturalness; the test of its
gource is the doctrine, end, or interest for which it wrought; if-in
support of enything contrary to God and His revealed will and law, it
is no less a miracle, but in that ¢ase it is the work of the devilj
for God cannot contradict Himself.® Seiss. ef. I John 4:1-3,

4. Revival of idolatry. vsSe. 14, Here we see the deification
of man, It is ppobable that this image is set up first im
the capital city of the beast and that replicas are worshipped
in all the great centers of the world. We see how readily
the Israelites turned to worship of the golden calf when Moses
was absent. When such worship as is described here is
accompanied with pomp, splendor and musie as was the worship
of Nebuchadnezzar's image, the multitude will be beguiled by
the glamor of it all, cfe I1 Thess., 2335 II Tims 3:1~6;
II Tim. 4:3,4.

5., Martyrdom and persecution. vsSe. 15 4ll who refuse homage
to the Beast are killed, Thus did Nebuchadnezzar threaten
all who would not worship his imege in the plain Dura. Thus
did the Roman emperors with those who were not loyal to the
state religion, which embodied worship of the Emperore

6. Absolute despotisme No one can buy or sell unless branded

by the "mark of the beast.® There has been much speculation
as to the nature of this mark. Seventh Day Adventists brand
all who do not keep the seventh day with the mark of the beast.
The literal interpretation is the most simple and natural,

that all who do worship will receive some mark, such as a
tatoo, in forenead or hand. vs. 16, It may be the specific
number 666

7. Identification of the beast, 666. "Man's number is '6?, the
number of weakness and incompleteness, since it *comes short
of the perfect number.® .jgMan’s two mein characteristics are
stated in Rom. 3:23, 'sinned and come short,' Man was created
on the sixth dey and thus from the beginning is associated
with that number, His work, moreover, is to be done im six
days." = Mauro.

wSix is a bad number and when multiplied by tens and hundreds
denotes evil in its intensity and most d#sastrous manifestation.” =
Seiss.

"Thus, in the name of Democracy and popular rights, comes‘absolute
Dictatorship and Imperialism; in the name of the Better Reason which
tramples on religion and Rovelation, comes & great consolidatea system
of gross idolatry; in the name of a charitable liberalism, which dis=
dains allegiance to any creed, comes a bloody despotism which com=
pels man to worship the base image of a baser mam, Or d{e. Here 'is
one star in the crown of this world's boasted progress.® «=- Seisse
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Chepter Fourteen.

This chapter presents a bright spot through the clouds of awful
darkness during the reign of Antichrist. Chapters 12 and 13 have
given us the descent of Satan to earth as the scene of his activities,
the revelation of "the man of sin,” the persecution of Israsel, the
terrible manifestation of Satanic superneturalism, but here is a fore=
gleam of the coming blessedness.

Mount Zion is Jerusalem, not the heavenly but the literal earthly
city., (Psa, 132:13,14), It was the royal residence of Xing David,
which he conquered from the Jebusites. Diairing the millennium it will
be the royal seat of Messiah, David's greater Son. cf, Psa, 2:6; Psee
48; Psa. 76:1; Psa. 110; Isa. 2:l-4.

The question arises, "Is this compeny of 144,000 the same &s the
one in chapter seven?" A careful study will show that these two
accounts are complementary and are parallel in their teaching con=
cerning the elect remnant of Israel in the last days.

Reasons for believing that the two compenies eare identical:~
l. The number agrees and it is certainly unique.
2. They are sealed on their forehead in each record,

3, The sealed ones of Chapter 7 are left unaccounted for as to
thelr destiny without this record.

4, They are called first fruits unto God, If this-company.is
distinct from Chapter 7 and called first fruits, then what is
the relation to the harvest of the 144,000 of Chapter 7%

5. Their position on Mt. Zion. Trival nemes and Mt. Ziom are
clearly Jewish in their import.

It is God's judgment and refining time for Israel, These make
up the nucleus of redecemed Israelites around which the renewed nation
will cling and are pictured as entering upon their reward with the
Lamb on Mt., Zion (Jerusalem). :

John hears, in this vision, & voice from heaven, showing that
his position of vantage is earthly. He hears the heavenly harpers
leading the chorus, which is being sung in heaven before the elders
and the ®living ones." They know the song; the 144,000 evidently
learning it. They are spoken of as ®"redeemed from the earth," which
does not necessarily imply e translation from the earth, Weymouth
renders this-clause: "Who had been redeemed out of the world." cfe
I Peter 2:21,22.

"Briefly stated, the sense of the passage is, that Christ
separates unto Himself, by virtue of His sovereign grace an elect
Israel, who are chosen because redeemed and they are privileged to -
hear and learn a song while on earth, and no men can learn that song,
save this ransomed host. This song is not as exclusive as some think,
The tharpers' are not angels ... This heavenly choral company must be
the great multitude caught up in the closing days (15:2), An'elect
Israel still on earth takes up the heavenly melody+® =-- Davis,
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The objection of verse 5 where it is stated that they are "yithout
. fault before the throne," is only apparent. "Before the throne®™ is
an interpolations; The Revised Versiom, Weymouth, Moffatt all omit

Weymouth translate, "And mo lie has ever been found upon their

lips; they are faultless.™

Note again the charaéteristics of this company:-

1.

2o

Se

4.
Se

Sealed with the name of the Father (and follow the Lamb), How
in contrast with "the mark of the beast®™} In opposition to
the mass of unbelieving Jews who reject the Son of God and
accept Antichrist and the Beast, who denies both the Father and
the Sons .

"Redeemed from the earth.” vs. 3. Separated,during these’
awful days of impiety, from the whole Antichristian sysfem,

"Virgins" - pure, Vs. 5, Reference here-is not to celibacy, but
to complete separation from the harlotry, spiritual and literal,
df those times ~ chaste.

Truthful, blamelesse VSe Se

Associated with Christ in all His activities. VSe 4o

The whole scene is of the faithful Jewish remment entering upon
their reward during the millennial ages

THREE CELESTIAL VWARNINGS. 6-11

tione

God's special warnings in grace and mercy to a rebellious genera-

1.

2e

Se

He exhausts every means to bring men to repentance.

Amgel proclaiming "the everlasting gospeles® Literally "A .-
gospel everlasting;®™ the article is omitted in the Greek texts
The meaning doubtless is "everlasting in its conseguence of
acceptance or rejection.” This is clearly not "the gospel

of grace" of the present dispensation, for that is committed
into the hands of men. This embraces a message of judgment
and is a call to "fear God" and turn sway from Antichrist, the
imposter. vsss 6,7

Preannouncement of Babylon's fall. VSe 8o This doom of
Babylon is amplified in chs. 18 and 19. The angel announces
that all the magnificant structure, commercial and religious,
is about to be demolished.

Special warning against Antichrist. vss.9~1l. Hopelessness

of all who receive "the mark of the beast.® Wrath unmixed; un-
tempered with mercy awaits the impenitent. It is "forever and
ever" -- literally "™unto the ages of the ages.”
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Message to the Seer, John, vs. 12-13.

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth.® The
time pictured here is the great Tribulation, days of awful pressure,
persecution, distress, uncertainty,. To come out from the impious
system of those days and Bo stand aloof, will be a costly thing, as
much as one's life is worth. The cost of separation is great in any
age, but especially so here. "Here is (or herein lies) the patience
(endurance) of the saints (i.e., the holy ones of that day)." Death
seems preferable, but "rest" will be the portion of the faithful. Cf.
with this the "rest not® of vss. 10 and 1l.

THE HARVEST AND THE VINTAGE. 14-20.

This section belongs to and unfolds part of the activities of
Judgment introduced by the seventh trumpet. It pictures under the
two symbolisms of harvest and grape gathering the judgment of the
nations described in Matt. 25:81, This section constitutes a general
summary or foreshadowing of the final judgments that follow in the book,
consummated by the battle of Armageddon (che 19)e The whole final
period of the dispensation just preceding the millennium is @ time of
harvest and separation (tares and wheat), but here is set forth parti=-
cularly the reaping of the evil crop for destruction. Good grain had
been previously gathered in -~ elders, the 144,000, the great multitude
(ch. 7), but the tares seem to be especially considered in the vision,
"Babylon is fallen." c¢f. Jer, 51:33; Joel 3:9-17.

THE HARVEST.

Vse. 14. "White cloud«" ™Son of man.,® Sece Luke 21:27; Dan, 7:13,
l4, No difficulty to identify the actor in the scene here, "Sharp
sickle®™ - judgment symbol, an instrument of vengeance. "Crown®™ - his
regal authority, right to act.

Vse 154 "Another angel « « o out of the temple.” This angel 1is
probably stationed in the area of the earthly temple (see vs, 17 in con-
trast) to view the abominations of Antichrist, and when the time is
ripe he calls for speedy vengeance. The harvest of earth is ripe, the
cup of iniquity full. >

Vse 16. "The earth was reapede." The events of ch, 16 seem to re-
present the actual details of this reaping.

THE VINTAGE.

Vs. 17, "Another angel" - either some preesminent angelic agent of
judgment (this is one of the ministries of angels) or as Dr. Seiss
says, "Christ again manifest under another figure, for He is the tread-
er of the winepress (Isa, 63).

Vse 18, "another angel came out from the altar.®™ The activity
of this angel may be in answer to the cry for vengeance of the souls
symbolically pictured there in 6:8-10, He has authority over fire =--
Tour God is a consuming fire." "Vine of the earth"™ = Antichrist and
his minions are symbolized here in contrast with the vine of heaven,
Christ and the branches (John 15).



