NORTHWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, WASIINGTON Page 1
WATER BAPTISM

It has always been Satan's business to mislead people from the way of °
truth to the way of error, and %o change God's plan to some other plan,
e find a great many people who have been nisled in regard to the truth
concerning water baptism as taught in the Biblei They have been made
to believe that new born babes are of the devil, and that unless they
are sprinkled with a few drops of water, they will be cast into hell,
to be lost forever and forevere. 'That a horrible doctrine., How dare
anyone charge our loving righteous heavenly Father with such unmerci-
ful acts? How can anyone swallow such an unscriptural, unjust and
merciless doctrine? Vho would have the heart to perform suech a deed?
The unreasonableness of it all. '

A new born babe is certainly most innocent, guiltless and mentally

- {rresponsible for whatever state it may be in. Furthermore, the Bible
has in no uncertain words declared God's great mercy and loving kind-
ness in behalf of these little ones, through the words of‘Jesus Christ
When He said, "Suffer the little children to come unto lie, and forbid
them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven" Mamke 30UI5{ Notel He
did not say that they will become of the Kingdom'of Heaven, after they
are sprinkled with a few drops of water, in fact, there is no mention
of baptism of any kind in this connection, On the contrary he said
they were already of the Kingdom of Heaven, Surely justice could not
condemn these little oncs for things they heve never done nor are ree-
sponsible for.

Every man stands guilty and accountable to God, not for the sins of
Adam, but for the sins that he himself has committed, and no rcligious -
ceremony, however grecat, performed in the days of our infancy, will g
suffice for our sinful acts of later ycars. There arc many good,
honest and sinccrc people who were sprinklcd as infants, accepting it
as true water baptism, and have boon taught that through this infant
sprinkling they became a child of Gods Such teaching is absolutely
false, and has positively no scriptureal foundation. Such teaching is
nothing but a cunning trick of Satan, to ensnare nultitudes into a
false hope of salvation.

There are two very important facts that we wish to bring to your at=-
tention in regard to water Baptism. First, before anyone can become
& _cendidate fg‘a.ﬂm..tgx,‘.Bmmm.%m%;s,,g.»,g_omit 1on that iiust he
This conditfon 1s that he must ,:Q%p.?:;;ﬁ of his sins.and become a firm

s1liev fihwthevLord.JeﬁusWQhriSw?“'~Ote Carefully the instruetions
; en by the liaster: "Go ye therefore, and teach) all nations, Baptiz-

ing them in the nane of the Fother, ond of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost" Matt, 28,19, and "Go ye into cll the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature, He that believeth end is BoptiZéd shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be dammed"™ lMark 16.,15s/¢L
want you to note that teaching, preaching and believing always pre-
cedes Baptism, When the multitude on the day of Pentecost inquired of
Peter what they should do, Peter replied by saying, #REpeént and be
Baptized every one of you, in the Neme of Jesus Christ, and ye she’

38 Here Peter lays -

i

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" Agts 8:38 ,
repentance as a condition before water Baptism. Likewise als”
Apostle Paul, After he had believed on the Lord Jesus Chrir

- was sent down to Baptize him, Acts 9,10
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When the Philipian Ja¢ler cried, "That must I do to be saved?® the

Apostle Paul replied, "3Selieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house,"™ Then Paul preached unto thém the Word

if the Lérad, and after that they we re all baptized in water. Acts
8430-34,

There is another case, namely that of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch.
This man had just 1nnu:red of Philip the meaning of the prophecy of
Isaieh; Phlllp explalned tkat the prophecy wes in regard to Jesus
Christ, His etonement on Celvary and Eis-wonderful salvation for mans
Presently they came nesr a wertain water, possibly-a river or a lake,
when suddenly the Eunuch tuxmed to Philip and said, "See here is water,
what -shall hinder me from teing Baptized?" Note the answer Philip
gave, "If thou believest with s8ll thine heart, thou mayest,"

Here Philip put Believing ac being absolutely essential before this
man could be baptized. The Bunu ch bhen roplled "T believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God." Wien they wont down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. Acts ..26-39, Previous to th*», Pallklp had

been down to the c¢ity of Sa aria, where God had given him & most won-
derful ‘revival, a great numisr heconing believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and after thby had Tenome belisve ors, thoy werc baptized, quote:
"But when they-believed Phill] preaching tho'things concerning tho
Kingdom of God, and thc nanec ca Jesus Chrlst txoy were baptized, both
men and Womoa." Acls 8412, Lilouwisce we rcad of tie revivel at Ephesus'
#When they heard this, they wite oawtivcd in the nane of the Lord Jesus
Acts 19.,5. You may also be i oninded of tho words of John tho Baptist,:
when the multitude came to be beoptized oy Iim: "But when he saw many -
of the Pharisccs and Sadducccs monc to his baptism, he said unto them,
0 generation of vipers, who hatli warned you to floc from the wrath to
come? Bring forth thereforc fruits neet for repentancc." John the
Baptist demanded sonie rcal cvidg¢nco of their sinccrencss beforc he
would consent to baptize them, DNatte 347,

There are many scriptureﬂ to preve that before a person can be eligible
for Water Baptism, it is requ":ed 01 him to be converted and a firm
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. e must agree that an infant has
no mental capacity to believe nar to dishelieve, and as faor as reli-
gion is concerned, its mind is @, blank and void of understandlng.
Hence not a single person who has sone through the ordeal of being s
sprinkled as an 1nfant has ever been able £0 recolléct this incident,
but it remains forever a blank engode in their life, Yhen Christ bid
the little children come unto Eisi, He:did it not to Baptize them, but
that He might lay His hands upon them, and bless them, as also He did,

8e360 The mode of Baoptiswme. Nowhere in the scriptures are we cormande
ed %o 'sprinkle a few drops of woter upon someone's head and cell that
Baptisme. The word- Bapulue used throughout thé Bible comes from the
Greek word Baptizo, meaning to D:g or Iumerse., Un fortunutuly in oy
English version of the Bible, thc Greek word Daptizo has been made to
read Baptize, when it should be typenslated into its proper correspond-
ing word Dlp or Imuerse, Hare l“q~ the very root of much misundor=
standing, In othor ngwuages the Greck word beptizo has been transe
lated into its proper word: For 1thuace in the Norwcglan Bible it
has been translated "Dope®, which .neans to dip or immerse, Tater bap—
tism was Anstituted to signify ths dcath and burlﬂl of our Lord omd

e
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Savior Jesus Christ, Thls is what Paul hes reference to in his epistle
1o the Romans™where he says:

"Therefore we are 'Buriedl! (not spriniled) with Him by 'Baptism' unto
death, that as Christ wagxraiééﬁ”?f%m%¥he dead by the Glory of the Father
even so we also should walk in the newness of life." And to the Colos-
ians he wrote: 'Buriedt (not sprinkled) with Eim by baptism, wherein we
also are risen with Him through feith of the operation of God." The
Word of God is very definite that to "Baptize™ means to "Dip" or "Im~

‘merse" completely under water, It is the very meaning of the word,

Where did people get this idea of sprinkling infants and calling it bap-
tism? There is one positive and sure thing, and that is that they Never
Got it From the 'lord of God. All through the early church, we are told

in the book of Acts, the disciples went everywhere baptizing (immersing)
everyone who Believed on Christ and Repented of their sins,

Farly Chruch history tells us that they continued for seweral centuries
until the Catholic church beceuc a dominating power, and began to change
God's ordinances to suit themscslves,

From the teaching of the twelve "Apostles" or Didache (teaching) whiéh
is commonly acknowledged to e the oldest churech Menuel in existence,

On the subject of baptism the seventh chapter proves that the apostolic
practiée was not to baptize by sprinkling but by immersion,
l. "Now concerning baptism, baptize thus: Heving first-taught all
these things baptize ye into the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Foly Chost, in living or rumning water,"
: 2o "And if thou hast not living water, baptize into other water;
and if thou canmot in cold, then warn watcer."

It is instruetive to compare this with the next oldest deserintion of the
baptism of Justin lartyr, Apol. I. 61: "Repent and then be Immersed".

The Greek church historian Bryemncis explains the Didache in accordance
with his church in the baptisi: by "Irmersion." Another Greek scholar

end church historian, the Archinendrits Philarct Bapheidos, in his church
history deseribes the ancient node of bapbisnm by "Irmersion™ as Apostolic
origine

Dr, John llason Neale, the greatcst Auglican connoissecur of the Greek
Church states with abundant proof fron ancicnt Rituals, that the mode of
administration of baptisn was thet by "Daersion",

The Orthodox Church of Russia adopted tais from the beginning and de-
clared it "most essontial." Dr, Vashburn, Presidcent of the Robert
Collecge in Constantinople, informs us: "As to thre Baptism question the
Orthodox authorities herc deelarc thet no Opiental Chureh not under
Roman Catholic or Protestant influence kiows cny other baptism than by,
"mmersion®, The archaeologist end Listorians of the Roman Catholic
Church are likewise unanimous os to the practice of ancient times. The -
Jesuit P, Raffacle Garucci, who wrotc tho most claboratc and menifiecnt
work on Ancient Christian Art, says that "the most ancient solemn rite
was the baptism by "Immersion®, Tho oldest boptismal picturcs in the
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~~. TRomen Catacombs may be traced to the close of the second century. They
are rude and defaced and have no artistic merit but considerable archae—
ological value and furnish monumental evidence of the mode of baptism
which prevailed at that time, They are found on the walls of the Crypt
of Lueina, the oldest part of the Catacomb of Pope Callistus on the Via
Appia, and in two of the six so=-called "Chambers of the Sacraments" in
that cemetery. The oldest of these pictures represented the Baptized
as coming Up after "Irmersion" from the river being assisted to the shore
by another,

Déan Stanley, in his "Lectures on the History of the Eastern Church”

Pe 117, sives the seme view of the ancicnt mode., "There can be no ques-
tion," he says, "that the original form of Baptisn--the very rieaning of
the word--was corplete 'Immersion' in the deep baptismel waters, and that
for at least four centruies, any other form weas ‘'Unknown'.

Among the many ordinances that the Catholie Church took upon themselves
to change was watcr baptism which they frecely admit themselves in their
own literature, The following statement will be found in tlheir owm book
“called: "Explanations for Strangers Attending Catholiec Church." Pe 1l.
"hilc the Catholics sanction irmacrsion end while immersion-does rcpre=-
sent the 'Burial'! and 'Resurrcction?! of Jesus Christ better, we follow
that method (Sprinkling} of baptisn which is applicable to all people”.
We further read in another one of their books entitled: "The Falth of
Our Fathers" by Cardinel Gibbon, page 277, "For several centrules after

#  the establishment of Christianity beptism was usually conferred by
'Irnmersion', but since the 12th Century the practice of baptizing by in=-
fusion oR sprinkling has preveiled in the Catholic Church as this matter
is attained with less inconvenience than by 'Iimersion'f 'hat right has
any man or eny orgenization to change God's ordinance for their own
"convenience's" seke? God says in his own wordi: "If any men shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written
in this book, And if any man shall talke away from the words of this
proghecy, God shall take eway his part out of the book of life." Rev,
22~18,

Now you can plainly see how this "system for sprinkling infants" has been
brought into our nmidst. Sprinkling in any shape, form or manner is

fnot the Bible way," but sinply the "Catholic way." Sad to say some of
our chureh fathiers as they cmme out From the Catholic’Church carried this
form of sprinkline for "convenience's" sale with them, rathcr then look=
ing into the word of God for guillancc. Martin Luther as hc came out of
the Catholiec Church and beceme tic world's ;rcatest roformer also ad-
mitted that "Irmcrsion® was the Bible way of baptizing end gave deeided
preference to "Irmersion", as :ore cxpressive™, Sce his Scrmon Vom Sacr
der Toaufe, 1519, and his Taufbuchlein, 15204 “Tolnar cde. of Luthor's
Work, vol, 2, 727. Dr, liartin Luthor also malcs the following statonent
in his "Store Katckismus", IFrom Luthcrstiftelscns Boghandel, Page 138:
"At lest we must know what the baptisn ncons, and also just why God has
ordered such outward signs and accets to the saerament, by wiiich we at
first cre taken into Christianity.’ But tho aet or outward signs is this,
-~ thot they Dip us down in the watcr, so that it gocs over us, ana-then
1ift us out of it, Herc-:arc two ccts: to sink down in the’'water, end to
come up out of the water, signifying the death of old Adan, and the
resurrection of the new man®, The Bible tells us that the Disciples
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baptized in Aenon, "Because there wes much water thers." Now if sprinkle
ing had been their mode of baptism, why the need of nmuch water? "Juch
water was of course necessary in order to irmierse the candidates, John
3423 Someone may ask, "Is it scriptural to be baptized over agaln?"

Yes, most certainly. Paul cormanded everyone to be baptized over again
that had not been baptized in the proper way, Acts 19,

Below are other scriptuies from the word of God showing that baptism was

for bedievers wanly and that by "irmersion®
Mark 1,9-11 I Corgad, 16
Acts lO 47-48 Gals 3 a7
Acts 16, 14-30 Ephe 4, 5
Acts lQ 8 Gols Bely
Acts 22,'16 Luke 7, 29-30

Romens 65, 4
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Water Baptism is a symbolic ordlnance to.be entered into gubsequent
to Salyatiorn, Vlater Baptism to us is like circumecision to the Jew,
"An outward sign-of.an.inward work", Circumcision alone did not make
a descendant of Israel a true Israelite. Romans 2:28, Neither does
later Baptism make a person a Christian. Simon was baptised but not
saved, Acts 8:12-24,

Thie thief on the cross was saved without Water Baptism, Luke 23:33,
Cornelius was saved and filled with the Holy Spirit without Water
Baptism. Water Baptism is for believers only., lNatt, 28;19, llark 16:
15, Acts,.l6:30~--8:34 and is a symbolic ordinance signifying death,
burr;el and resurrection, Col. 2:11, Romans 6;1l=10, ,

Christianity is not & religion of forms but of spiritual realities.
Romans 14:17. Uhatever forms or ordinances we have they are only
symbols of spiritual realities, such as, 'Yfater Baptism, The Lord's
sSupper, The Annointing of the sigkgwwm,_w. SERRERSST A ISR R TG

TEE CERISTIAN BAPTISI! FORITULA

The Tormula for Christian Water Bdptism is found in latta R28:19, There
are two erroneous doctrines abroad which we shall consider, 'First,

the formula, “Baptising in the nane of the Father, of the Son and of

the Holy Ghosﬁ is the Lord Jesus Christ."” This doctrine is possitively .
inconsistant ¢

\J
_First we shall consider the question; Is "Lord” the name of the Father?
The word™Lord"™ in the Bible does not only refer to the Father but also
to the Son. The New Testament shows a distinction between "Lord' the
~Father" and "Lord the Son", In iActs 2:34~36 this distinction is made
very plain. In the following scriptures it is plainly revealed that
the word "Lord™ is used with reference to Jesus Christ: Romans 217
IT Cor. 13:14, Phil. 29-11, Aph. B:14, IT Thess. 234, 1 3% —2 13
and I Peter 1: 3~4, Eph.3:14, < il /;mwylj 3 yﬁﬂlagn =]
Y &
The next word to be considered is the word "Son®, .ejggree that "Jesus"
is the human name of the "Son of God"™ and that the "Son" refers to
"Tesus, "Jesus™ comes from thc Hebrew word "Joshua®™ whieh means
"Savior", Heb, 4:8, Matt, 1:21-25, "Jesus” is just a plain name such
as Peter, James and John, Col, 4:11, Acts 13:6. In Southern countries
such as Spain the nane "Jcsus" is very common. 4 Lo

Next we shall take up the name "Holy Ghost" in| conneetion with the
name "Christ™, Is "Christ™ the nanme of the IIoly Ghost? Answer:
Possitively no, The word Christ is “Christos in the Greek which
means the Manointed one" or the "smeared one” and refers to the or=
dination of the "Son" of God as the "Messiah®, The word "Christ" has
no reference whatsoever to the YHoly Ghost™ but to the "Son of God"
as we find in the following scriptures: latt, 2;4, John 1:41, John
7:41, latt., 16:16, John 4:24-25-26~29, "Chrisﬁ'refcrs possit{vely

to the "Son of God" z2nd not to the "Holy Ghost?, The question is
sometimes asked, "that is the nane of the Fathor the Son, and the
Holy Ghost"? That is a trcmendous question as it is asking thec names
of the three distinct persons in thce Godhead, cach of which has many
distinct names, If we should baptise in all thc names of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Ghost we would have a long list of names,
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