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CHURCH HISTORY

THE PREPARATION FOR CHRISTIANITY.

One of the things that make the study of church history
inspiring is that by it we are made to realize that God

is actually at work for the salvation of mankind in the

world where we live, Nowhere do we see this working of

God more clearly than in the strange and wonderful way in
which the world was made ready for the caming of Jesuse

He came at "the fulness of the time," when all things had
been so molded by the hand of God as to cause his coming

to have the greatest possible effect. We can best under=-
stand this preparation of the world for Christianity by look-
ing first at the parts played in it; under God, by three
great peoples, and then at the condition of the society in
whioch Christianity first appeared and made its first conquesis.

I. THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THT PEOPLES,

A,

The Romans,

When Christianity came, and during all its carly life, the
Romans were rulersof the world, This we may truly call
them, in spite of the fact that therc was much outside of
their posscssions, for it was in what thoy ruled that the
civilization of the world was then making its great advanccse
The inhabitants of this Roman domain rcgarded it as the world,
and ignored what lay boyond, Morcover, the Roman world in=
cluded all the lands with which Christianity had to do during
the first thrac centurics of the Christian cra. By A. D,50
the Roman Empirc included Europe south of the Rhinc and the
Danubc, most of England, Egypt and the whole northern coast
of Africa, and most of Asia from the Meditcerrancan to
Mcsopotamia, All this thc Romans did not mercly hold by
forcc, Thoy governed it inteclligently and cffcctively.
Whorover Roman rulc sprcad it brought a higher civilization
than had bcefore cxistced. The cmpirc's powcr was greatest
and its administration most efficient in the lands about the
Mediterranean, where Christianity was first planted.

By this world rule the Romans were most useful instruments of
God to prepare the way for Christianity, Their empire, in-
cluding so much of mankind, was an object lesson giving men
sone idea of the oneness of humenity, For ages separate
governments md nade groups of men feel themselves separate
and different from all other men, But now all men were one
in the sense that all separate governments had been broken
down and one power ruled everywhere, Christianity is a uni-
versal religion, knowing no distinctions of race, appealing
to men simply as men, making all one in Christe. For such
a religion there was a most valuable preparation in the fact
that when it came men were already one under Rome,
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Furthermore, the Roman rule brought world-wide pceace, pax
Romana, Wars between nations were for the most part in=-
possible under the sway of the mighty cmpire. This pcace
among ‘the pcoples was very favorable to tihc gprcad from one
land to another of the religion which claimed universal do=
ninion.

Finally the Roman administration, strong and watchful and
wise, made travel end communication between diffcrent parts
of ths world safg and casy. The sca was clecarcd of the
pirates who by their terrors had hindcrcd navigation. On
land the splendid Roman roads ran to all parts of the cmpire,
doing for distant regions whatpailways do in ocur times; and
these roads were so policed that the highway robber's life
was unprofitable. Thus travel, for business and other
purposes, was encourage and greatly increased. It is pro=-
bable that during the early vears of Christianity people
moved about from city to city and from country to country
more largely than they did at any later time until after

the Middle Ages. Those who know how much modern facilities
of travel have furthered missionary work will at once see
what this state of affairs meant to Christianity when 1t was
being first planted. Such & missionary caregras that of
Paul would have beesn impossible without the freedom of travel
due to the Roman rule, Christianity was greatly helped in
its early yocars by this opening of doors throughout the
civilized world, making it casy for the Christian missionaries
to move about, and encouraging that frec intercourse among
countrices by which new ideas are circulated.

The Grccks.
1, The wide influencce of the Grecks.

When Christianity came, thae people living in the rcgions
about the Mediterrancan had been much affected by the
spirit of the Greek people, Colonies of Creeks, some of
them hundreds of years old, were widely scattered along

the coasts of this sea,. With their trade the Grseks went
everywhere, Thus their influence was extensive, and it
was strongest in those cities and countries which were

the most important centers of the life of mankind. S0
strong was it that we often call this ancient world "Greco=
Roman", for as it was ruled politically by Rome, the think-
ing of its people was largely meolded by the Greeks.

2., The Greek philosophers stimulated thought among their
people.

During several centuries preceding the Christian era the
Greek people had the nost vigorous intellectual life in
the world. Thought about the great questions over whiech
men have always pondered, about the origin and the mcaning
of the world, about God and man, and right and wrong,
flourished among tham as nowherc ¢lsCe mne Hebrews had
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indced rcceived a rcevelation of God and his will not
possessed by the Greeks, but they were not given to
discussing these grecat questions as were the GREEKS.

From the sixth to the third ccntury before Chris?t

a great movanent of thought on matters of philosophy

and theology took placc among the Greeks, in the course

of which some of the world's very greatest thinkers
appeared, and much that 1s permanently valuable was

given to the world. The result of this was a wonderful
development of the mind of the Greek people. To a

large extent they learned how to think about the guestions
which their philosophers debated, Their wits were sharp-
ened and their curiosity was roused, Socrates, going
about in the public places of Athens and asking men gquest-
ions which made them stop and consider things which had
never before occurred to them, is a type of this influence.
So it came about that the typ{cal Greek was a keen, inquisi-
tive, disputatious man, eager to talk of the deepest things
in heaven and earth,

Honce ths Grock influcned sct other 2coples to thinking.

We can see now what would be the effect of the contact of
the Greeks with other peoples, Their influence worked
far and wide to rouse ingquiry concerning the great questions
of lifc, and to tcach men how to think about them, This
temper of intellectual curiosity and this readiness of
thought were prevalent in the great centers of the Greco-
Roman world, the places where Christianity was preached

by its early missionaries, Thus the people of these
places were morc hospitable to a new religion and better
preparced to receive it than thoy would have been if they

: had not com¢ under the Greek influcnccs

4,

The Greeks provided a universal languagCe

The Greeks made another important contribution to the pre-
paration for Christianity by supplying the language in
which it was first to speak to mankind, A sign of the
extent and strength of the Greek influence is seen in the
lansuage most used in the countries around the Méditerran~
ean was a Greek dialect, that known as the Koine? the
"common" dialect, This was the universal language

of the Greco-Roman world, used for all purposes of popular
interceurse, One who spoke it could nake himself un=
derstood everywhere, especially in those great centers where
Christianity was first planted, The earliest Christian
missionaries, for example Paul, did most of their preaching
in this language. In it the earliest Christian bdoks,
those that make up our New Testament, were writien. Thus
the universal religion found ready for it a universal
language in which it could at once speak to all men; and
this inestimable help had been provided, under God, by

the Greek people,

*
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¢. The Jews:
1. The mission of the Jewish people.

The Hebrew, or Jewish, people had been divinely appointed
to be the stewards for the world of true religion. It
was their mission to receive from God special revelation
concerning himself and his will, to master this divine
teaching as it was progressively given to them, and to
preserve it in purity, so that in "the fulness of the time"
they might be a blessing to all peopless We cannot fully
see the grandeur of their national life unless we view their
history as a part of God's preparation of the world for the
coming of the religion by which he purposed to save the
worlde.

2, Tn Jewish religious life the first Christians were trained.

The Jews, it has been truly said, supplied *the cradle of
Christianity," the surroundings for its birth and early
growth, They provided the religious life in which

were trained our Lord Jesus Himself, and all the earliest
Christians, including all the first apostles and missionaries,
Nowhere else in the world at the coming of Christianity was
there a religious life so pure and strong as that which

exis ted among the best representatives of Jewish religion.
Its central features were twe, the highest conception of

God known to men, that which is taught in the ¢ld Testament;
and the highest known ideal of moral life, and ideal spring=-
ing from this lofty conception of God. ‘Speeking as mel
must, we cannot see how such a life and such teachings as
those of Jesus could have come out of the religious life of
any existing people other than the Jews, Nor can we see
how men fit to receive at its beginning the religion whieh
he brought and to spread it abroad could have been found
among any other people. Men trained in that older re= -
ligion which was so closely akin to Christianity were needed
te understand and preach the new religion. The better one
knows the life of the Greeks and the Remans, the more one
feels the impossibility of gathering among them men whe
would have beén to Christianity what the first disciples

and Paul were,

3 The Jews were expecting a Saviour.

Second 1y, the Jews prepared the way for Christianity by
being a race expecting what Christianity offered, a divine
Saviour. The hope of a Messiah was cherished by all Jews
as their dearest possession, To be sure it was held by
many of them in gross and worldly forms, But in all its
forms %here was the essential thing, the ardént expecta=
tion of one sent of God to redeem his people, Among
other peoples there was nowhere an outloek on the future
comparable to the Jewish Messianic hope. Indeed in the
Greco~Reman world therc was a good deal of despailr and
wearinesse Christianity found all of its first adherents
ariong the Jews, and one thing that qualified them %o
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receive it was the Jewish hope of a divine SaviqurJ
4, The Jews gave to Christianity the 0ld Testament.

Thirdly, the Jews provided for Christianity an inestimable
help in their sacred books, our 0ld Testament, treasured

by them as the record of God's revelation of Himself.in

their national life, By this means the new religion was
supplied at the outset with a religious literature far
surpassing anything of the kind in existence, which confirmed
Christian books, it found ready to its hand writings which
were of the greatest help to it, Jesus had constantly used
the 01d Testament to sustain his own life and to suppert his
tcachings. In keoping with his example the Jewish Scriptures
werc regularly read in the meetings of the early Christians
for worshipe. All Christiang, Jewish and of other pcoples,
drew from them imcalculable inspiration and instruction. It
should be noted, too, that the 0ld Testament was known te

the numerous Gentilcs who had becon attracted to Jewish
roligion as the purcst thoy could find, and that thus it
proved a way by which many of thesc mon camc to Jesus.

5, Tho influcncc of the Jews of the Dispersion.

Somcthing must be said about the important part played in
the preparation for Christianity by the Jews of the bispcr=
sion, This mecans the nany Jews vhe, bocausc of the
gscattcring resulting frem the captivitios, werc to be found
in glmost cvery town of the Greco=Roman worlde Everywhere
they kopt their religion and maintainod theldr synagogucse
In many pnlaces thoy carried on active missionary wok . By
this they won from among the Gentiles numcrous proselytes,
and made the teachings of their religion known 1o meny
others who did not fully accept it. This Jewish missien
was a most useful forerunner of the Christian mission, for
it spread extensively among the Gentiles certain elements
of religion which are essential to Christianity as well as
to Judaismi; One of these was the belief that God is one.
Another was a lofty moral law, which Judaism, like Christian=-
1ty, taught was an integral part of religiom, In this
both of them differed from pagan religioms, which had
nothing to say about how men ought to live., A third was
the expectation of a Saviou®, Many Gen tiles had been in=
spired with this hope by contact with Jews, and thus were
prepared to accept Jesus as him who was to come.

II., THE WORID AT THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY.

A, Religious Conditions ’
@”éﬁ v ~;4~f;7’ﬂﬁixx/£Lﬁ'<;$44~44~/ 7/
The old #eligior/of the gods and goddesses of Greece and Rome,
known to us through the stories of classical mythology, had
lost almost all of its life by the time of the birth of
Christianity. The foms of its worship were somewhat kept up,
but its power was gone. Educated men generally did not
pretend to believe in it, nor had it much influence over the



NORTHWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, Wash. Page 6
CHU ROH._HISTORY T,

common people, The emperor Augustus, who was reigning when
Jesus was born, was greatly troubled by the decay of the cold
religion, and made great efforts to revive it, but most in
vain,

l. The Roman statc religion,

Augustus also introduced the Roman state religion.s As it
was later more fully developed this was the worship of the
statues of the reigning emperor and of past emperors, as
symbols of the empire, But this worship was a political
act, an expression of loyalty to the government, rather
than what we should think an act of religion.

2. New religions.

Nevertheless the age was not, as it is sometimes thought,
irreligious., TFor out of the East strange new religions
rose and swept in successive waves over the civilized
world, each winning converts, From Asia Minor came the
worship of "the great mother" Cybele. From Egypt came
the cult of Serapis and Isis, From Persia came the most
popular and nowerful of all these Oriental religions, that
of Mithra, which had some striking superficial likenesses
to Christianity, especially in recognizing the need of
cleansing from sin and in having a teaching of a future
life., (Mithraism won an especially large following in the
Roman army, and thus was carried far and widec. DBesides
these, forms of religion modeled after the @ld Greek mys=—
terics attracted many people. The mysteries were cla-
borate ceremonies expressing in dramatic form the desire
for purification from sin, the hope of immortality, and
the joy of a fellowship resting on relicion.

3s The age in which Christianity won its first conquests
was therefore a religious age, in the sense that there
was nuch interest in learning about various forms of re~
ligion and rmuch eager seeking after better religionse
It was not relizious in the sense of there being general
satisfaction with any one religion. The Greco-Roman
world was full of restless, discontented spiritual yearn=
ing. In view of what Christianity brought, it should be
noticed that three things were prominent in the prevailing
religious terper;/a growing beliefl in one universal God,
a widespreadssense of sin and desire for purification from
ity and a jpreat interest in the question of what comes
after death,

4, Judaisn could not be the world religion.

The best religion existing before Christianity came, we
have sald, was thc Jewish, But in spite of its supocrior-
ity and its wide teaching through the Dispersion, Judaism
could not meet the world's needs While Jesus was living,
it showed that it was not ablec to be a universal roligion,
that it had done its great work. This clearly appcars
in the charactcer of its leaders, They were the priests,
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. the Sadducees, and the teachers, the Pharisees. The
Sadducees were worldly and skeptical, and therefore with-

out power to strengthen religious lifee Among the

Pharisees there was growing steadily a narrow racial

spirit, desirous of confining the Jewish religion to the peopls

" and opposed to the missionary work among the Gentiles which

B.

had been going one
Intellectual Conditionse.

The great Greek philesonhical movement came to an end, so far
as concerned progress in the quest for truth, long before the
Christian era, When Christianity appeared, Greek thought was
making no advance, Two Greek philesophies, Epicureanism and
Stoicism, had considerable vogue in the Roman Empire during
the early years of Christianity, But neither of them satis=~
fied men's minds as to the great questions of sin and of the
future life which were burdening them, Both of them had
great faulis as teachings to live by, Epicureanism/being o0
superficial and selfish, and Stoicism too lacking in human g;_
thinking, and much desire for more certainty than they had> .
as to the great questions of life, At the death of hlS ;;‘“$_&¢%
daughter, the younger Pliny writes thus to a friend: "Give ™™
me some fresh comfort, great and strong, such as I have never
yet heard or recad. Everything that I have read or heard comes
back now to my mcmory, but my sorrow is too deep to be reached
by 1%."

Moral Conditionse

It has been customary to paint the moral state of the civilized
world during the carly days of Christianity in the blackest
colors, as though no goodness worth mentioning cxisted. Such
an ideca of the age is not justificd by the facts known to use

It has becen producecd chicfly by too large usc of the writings
of thec satirists of thc time, who lashed the vices of "socicty",
and of the scandals recounted by the biographers of the
aristocracy. The upper classes were no doubt horribly corrupte.
Among the middle and lower ranks, however, many meh and women
were leading virtuous and kindly lives.

But when we have collected all the favorable evidence, as well
as the unfavorable, the resulting picture is dark enoughe The
age was decadent, MNen's minds were uncertain, restless, dis-
satisfied, The existing religions and philosophies had no
control over life, The result was a prevailing low moral tone.
There were uncleanness, falsehood, cruelty, selfishness, be-
yond anything we know in Christendom. No force making for
better things existed, until Christianity gained power, THE
tendency of society was steadily downward to even greater
wickednesse

In keeping with all this, a temper of weariness and emptiness
ruled many men, and especially some of the best and most
thoughtful. It was a world of much gloom and hopelessness,
as well as corruption, into which the first Christian mission=-
aries brought their good news of salvation,

I e C———
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Chapter II

THE FIRST CENTURY,

I. JESUS AND HIS CHURCH

s
.A..
B.

Jesus and His Disciplese.

Jesus had "compassion on the nultitude," and strove to reach
with his ministry as many men and women as possible, But he
evidently felt that he could do more for the world by constant-
ly keeping with himself a few chosen men, and filling them with
his spirit, so that they might continue his work, than by
snendlnb all his time in general public teachlng. At the
very beginning of his ministry he began to call men to be his
personal companions., Later, from those who believed in him
he chose twelve to be his close associates, We are told also
of seventy disciples whom he appointed and instructed for a
special mlnlstry of preaching, Jesus! relations with his
disciples, especially with the Twelve, form one of the most
important and characteristic parts of his worke He gave

to them teaching which he did not give generally, - He trained
them so that after he was gone they could rive to men knowledge
of him, and of the revelation of God and the salvation which
he brought, and of the way of life to which he called every-
one, Toward the end of his ministry he confined himself

more and nmore to this kind of work for his discipless After
his resurrection his appearances were to them only, Hislast
word to them was a command to carry their preaching of his
gospel among "all the nations," and a promise to be with them
in fullness of power through all time while they were doing
this world-wide work,

JESUS FOUNDING THE CHURCH

Plainly Jesus designed that there should be a society of his
followers to give to nankind his gospel and minister to man=-
kind in his spirit, to labor as he did for the increase of
the kingdom of God. He fashioned no organization or plan
of government for this society, He appointed no officers
to have authority in it over other nmembers. He prescribed
for it no creed, He imposed on it no code of rules. He
cemnanded no foxrms or orders for worship, and gave to his
followers only the simplest religious rites. These were
baptism, the use of water to signify spiritual cleansing and
consecration to his discipleship, and the Lord's Supper, the
use of portions of the two most common articles of food as

a commemoration of himself, especially of his death for the
redemntion of men, Therefore what Jesus did would not be
truly described by saying that he organized the Church, He
did a greater thing than give organlzatlon, he gave life.

He founded the Church, or created it.

Jesus formed the society of his followers by calling them te-
gether about himself. He communicated to it so far as he
could while he was on earth his own life, his spirit and purpos:
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He promised to continue to the end of the world to impart his
life to this society, his Church, His great gift to his
Church, we may say, was himself, In him the Church was to
find its principles, its aims, its power, He left it free
to make for itself forms of organization and of worship, and
statements of belief, and methods of work. His purpose
evidently was that the life of his Church, that is, his life
abiding in his followers, should express itself inany out-
ward ways that might seem to them best for the great end in
ViEWe

II. THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH (TO A. D. 100)

A,

B.

The Beginninge.

In one sense, the Christian Church came into being when
Jesus first made disciples. But it is commonly said that
the history of the Church begins on the day of Pentecost
following the resurrection; for then began the active life
of the Church, After our Lord!'s withdrawal of his bodily
presence from his disciples, though they had laid upon thenm
his cormand %o preach his gospel to the world, they re-
mained quiet, They wére waiting, according to his word,
for power from on high,

1. The effeet of Pentecost on the disciples

Ten days later, at Pentécost, the Holy Spirit promised
by Jesus came upon thém, It came as a great endowaent
of energy for service, At once they became outspoken
witnesses for their Tord, full of gallant activity. The
change showed itself in Peter's speech at Pentecost,
What we see in him that day expresses the spirit of all’
thesé first Christians from that day forward. That day,
then, there came into being the Christian Church, as a
company of disciples of Jesus bearing witness of him,
proclaiming his gospel, building the kingdom of God on
earth.

Church Extension, :

1, The first mission was to Jews only.

The first preaching of the gospel, at Pentecost, was addressed
to Jews only. For some time, perhaps two or three years,
Christian missions were confined to the Jews, beginning in
Jerusalem and thence extending into Palestine. The earliest
Christians did not at once see the full breadth of Jesus!
purpose of saving the world. Being themselves Jews, and
knowing that he was the Messiah expected of their people,
they at first considered him the Saviour solely or chiefly

of Jews, in spite of much in his life and words which should
have taught them better,

2. Through persecution the Church was le¢/to widen its

mission, 7

< 74
Persecution was the way by which thé infant Church came
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to a truer understanding of the gospel which Jesus had
given it to preach, and a broader vision of the work

which Jesus purposed for it. The Jewish religious
authorities, who had from the first hindered Christian
preaching, were aroused by the bold deflance of Stephen's
speech to make a systematic, savage campaign against
Christianity. By this attack the Christian comaunity

in Jerusalem, numbering now some thousands, was broken

Up. Its members sought safety here and there in Palestine.
Though flecein: for their lives becausé of their faith, they
carried the gospel wherever they went, Scmme of then
went to the great city of Antioch in Syria, Here the
followers of Jesus were first called "Christians" (This
name seems t0 have been applied to the disciples by other
people, not chosen by themselves. It nmay have been a
derisive nickname.) And here, living in the midst of a
Greek population, these exiles made Jesus known to Greeks
as well as to Jews,

3. Christianity preached as a universal relision.

Thus certain obsacure and unknown believers took the
first great sten in causing Christianity to be a
universal religlon. A little later this church at
Antioch sent out Barnabas and Paul, the first mcn

to go under express appointment to preach Christ to

the Gentiles, Paul it was who, under God, finished
the work of tearing Christianity loose from Jewish
fetters, He made it actually what it always had

been in God's purpose, a religion for all nen. Hence~
forth it was preached to all men on equal terms.

4, Growth of Christianity in the first Century.

Thus launehed on its great missionary career, Christ-
ianity spread so that by A. D, 100 there were churches
in many cities of Asia Minor, in a number of places

in Palestine, Syria, Macedonia and Greece, in Rome and
Puteoli in Italy, in Alexandria and »robably in Spain.
The greatest worker in bringing this about was, of
course, Paul, :

5« Missionaries who caused this growth.

The names of somc other missionaries, for example Prisca
and Acquila, arec recorded in the New Testament, The
traditions about the preaching of the original apostles
lead us to think that all of thenm werc fearless
witnesses, carrying the gospel far, though we Know
certainly about their work only in the cascs of Peter

and John, But much of the hcroic services that
sprecad Christianity so widely was given by nameless
disciplcs, Many a Christian was a missionary, cager

to give the joy which he had in Christ to the pooplc
he met in his daily work and in othor assoclationse

By thoir zeal in speoaking of him, and yct morc by lives
faithful to him and showing his powcr to save, thesc
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unknown Christians werc most cffcctive missionaries of
their rcligion.

C, The Life of the Church,.

A Christian church in these times was usually a small
company of believers living in a large heathen town. Almost
all of then were poor people, some of them slaves, although
there were some Christians of higher social rank, especially
in the Roman Church.

1, Characteristics of the Christians:

(1) Everywhere certain things distinguished the Christians
from their pagan néighbors, They called each other
brethren in Christ, and really acted as brethren, The
poor, the sick, the widows and orphans, were lovingly
cared fore The collsction and administrasion of
charitable funds formed one of the rost important parts
of the life of these early churches. Within the
Church social distinctions were abolished, Master

(8) Moral and slave stood on one level, Women held a much
sarnest- more honorable and influential position than they
noss and did in the world outside, The Christians were marked
purity. also by a moral earnestness and a purity unknown

elsewhere, Paul's Epistles to the Corinthians tell
us of a people far from perfect, as would be cxpccected
of thosc latcly convertcd from heathenism and living
in thc nmidst of its tcmptations. Nevertheless, the
lives of Christians generally showed the power of the
gospel to give nen and wonen a new rightecousncsses

(3) Confident Gladncss,
Again, the ruling temper of the Christians was glad-
ncss and confidcnce, They rejoicced in the love of
God their Father, in the followship of the living
Iord Josys, in the forgiveness of sins, in tho
cortainty of immortality; and so they stood out
against thc sadncss that opprosscd nany around thome
These characteristics of the primitive Christians
were powerful to commend Christianity to others and
thus further its sopread,

2, Hope of the Lord's Cominge

All these characteristics drew some of their strength from
the fact that these believers lived in constant expectation
of the speedy return of their Lord in visible glorious
presence, and his triumphant reign on the earthe The
dominance of this howe in the apostolic Church should’
never be forgotten in thinking of this period. True,
these earliest Christians werec mistaken in some of their
idecas on this subject, but their hope 4id much to purify
and strengthen their lives,

3. Persccutione
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The Christians nceded special help, for thoy were constantly
cxposed to suffering for their faith. Sometimes they were
harassed by Jewish cnemics of Christianitye Sometimes un=
organized popular enger vented itself on them. The Christians
were hated by many because their lives were standing conderna=
tions of prevalent religious customs and noral conducte From
the time of the enperor Nero (A.D.54~68) the Roman Goveranment
was hostile to Christianity, and tried to suppress i%, with
vigor and cruelty which varied with different rulers, The
reagons for this official persecution we shall consider in our
next chapter; but it should be noted here that during nost of
the latter half of the first century Christianity had the power
that ruled the world for an enemy, Many Christians, famous
leaders like Paul and also unknown heroes, won the martyr's
CITOwWll,

THE Worship of the Church.
l. The mecting for social worshipe

Persecution and poverty made church buildings impossivle in
the first century, so that the Christians met for worship in
private houses, From Paults Epistles, cspeccially those to
the Corinthians, we learn that therc wore two sorts of mect-
ings for worship, One was of the naturc of a praycr ncet-
ing. It was carricd on by the pcople, who took part as the
Spirit moved them, Prayers were offered, and testimony

and instruction given. ~ There was singing ol the Psalms, and
also of Christian hymns, which began to be written in the
first century. The 01d Testament Seriptures were read and
expounded, and there was reading or recitation from memory
of accounts of the deeds and words of Jesus, When apostles
sent to churches letters, such as we have in the Epistles of
the New Testament, these also were read, In this meeting
the enthusiasm of primitive Christienity found free utter=
ance, Sometimes there was such eagerness to take part

that disorder resulted, To this meeting non=Christians
were admitted. Sometimes one of them would be moved te
confess his sins and give his allegiance to Jesus.

The love feast and the Lord's Supper.

The other meeting was the love feast, This was a joyful

and and sacred cormon meal, the symbol of Christian brotherly
love, Only Christiens were allowed to be present, Everyone
brought provisions for the meal, and these were %o be shared
by all alike, Paul rebukes the selfishness of those who

ate what they themselves brought, refusing to share with
those who could not bring things as good. During the neal
prayers of thanksgiving were offcred by the presiding
brother, At its closc the Lord's Supper was celebrated,’
some of the food of the meal being used for the sacrament,
This mceting was held on the Ilord's Day, thc first day of

the weck, which the Christians kept as the weckly festival

of thceir Lordt's resurrcction. Although therc is a good deal
of uncertainty about the mattsr, it is probablc that at first
the love feast was held in the cvening, the ordinary
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evening meal taking this form among Christians, Later in
the first century, it seems, the Lord's Supper was separated
from the love feast and ohserved at a morning meetinge. We
know that in the second century the Lord's Supper, or :
Eucharist, was celebrated on the merning of the Lord's Daye.

The Belief of the Church.

No creeds or other formal statements of its belief were com=-
posed by the Church in the first century. The Apostles!
Creed was not used before the second century. For knowledge
of the belief of the early Christians we must go to the New
Testament,

le Belief of the first Christians,

They believed in God the Father, in Jesus as Son of God

and Saviour, in the Holy Spirit of whosc presence they were
conscious, They believed in the forgiveness of sinse.

They accepted Jesus'! teaching of love to all men as their
moral ideal, They looked for his specdy return, for final
judgment exercised by him, and for eternal 1life as the
destiny of those who belicved in him. Their doctrinal
ideas, if such they may be called, were very simple. All
their thoughts about religious truth were dominated by
Jesus, in whom their religion was wholly wrapped up.

2. Influence causing errors.
(1) Two influences caused some of the first century Christ-

Judaizers ians to have mistaken religious ideas, and somewhat

threatened the purity of the gospel. The "Judaizers"
taught that Christians ought to perform all the
cerenonies required by the Jewish law, Against them
Paul gontended sharply; for he saw that if their teach-
ings prevailed, Christianity could not be the religion
of people of all races,

Gnosticism(2) In the New Testament there are also warnings against

F.

the errors of what is called Gnosticism. This took

its rise in the first century, and later becane very
powerful. It was a strange mixture of Christian, Jewish
and heathen ideas, enough like Christianity to confuse
the minds of some Christians,

The Government of thie Church.
l. Independence of the Churches,

All these earliest churches were independent and sclf-
governing. The Christians held that they all bélonged to
one universal Church, for all were one in Christs But
there was no general organization having control over the
scattered churchese. The original apostles were regarded
with great deference because of their relation to Jesus,
and exercised a certain authority, as is shown by their
decision concerning Gentile Christians and the Jewish law,
reported in Acts, che 15. Paul was revered for his’
great work, and therefore had a position of authority.
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But the authority of these men was not formal or official,
such as comes from a definite organization. In this first
century there was no organizel government of the whole
church,” Each congregation managed its own affairs in
freedom,

(2) Church Officers.

The New Testament tells of two kinds of office=bearers be-
longing to the local churches. First, there were elders,
or Presbyters,(presbyter is the Greek word for elder) to
whom was given also the title "bishop", meaning one who

has oversight, Secondly, there were deacons, The elders
or bishops of a church had the oversight of it, in pastoral
care, discipline and financial affairse The éeacons gave
subordinate service of the same kinds,. The highest work
that fzll to the elders was that of presiding at the Lordts
Supper, which was the central and most sacred feature of
the life of the Church. These office~bearers were chosen
by the people. Their authority came to them from God,
through the Christian people, in whom the Spirit of God
livede It is to be noted that in the first century there
was ho one officer doing for a church what a modermn pastor
does,

(3) The prophetic ministry.

Beside the ministry cexercised by these local officc=bearcrs,
there was another sort of ministry, borne by the men called
in the Now Testament apostles and prophcts and tcachorse

The namc "apostle" was not confincd to the original com-
panions of Jesus, but was given to others who did the
apostolic work of preaching the gospel in new fields, These
apostles and prophets and teachers were men who had gifts

of the Spirit to preach and teach, This, not any appoint-
ment or election, was their title to the ministry, Their
ministry was to the whole Church, not to one local community
of Christians, and they, espccially the apostles and pro=-
phets, traveled about to do Their work, In the first
century the oreaching and teaching of the word in the
churches was done largely by these men who had gifts for
such service, rather than by the local office-bearers,

CHAPTER III.
THE ANCIENT CHURCH'(A,D.lOO-SQO)
I. The World in which the Church lived.
l. Extent of the Roman Empire,

During the period covered by this chapter and the next, the
Roman Empire reached its greatest extent, and then declined
until, so far as Western Eurgpe was conccerned, it passed
away. At its height it included considerable territory
north of the Rhine and the Danube, and Stretched sastward
to the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea.
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) Be Causes of its decline:

(1) The decline of the empire was brought about by many
causes, internal and external. It fell partly by its

own weight, having too great a territory and too varied
g_%gpglaiian*to be held permanently under one central
authority, Many of the emperors were weak, or bad, or
both, Government in the provinces became so corrupt and
oppressive that some of them were brought to financial
ruin and great misery. Slavery worked out, both in Italy
and elsewhere, the disastrous results which it has always
produced, weakening character in all ranks of society and
wasting resources., The strength of the Romans and of some
of the provincial peoples was eaten out by moral deca%; in=-
fecting not only the aristoeracy, but all cla e
population, This showed itsell especially in dishonesty
in privatec business and government, in sensuality and dis=
regard of marriage, and in degrading popular amusements.

External:(2) While the ampire was thus breaking dovm inwardly, it
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received from without tremendous blows at the hands of the
“"barbarians." These were chiefly the Germen tribes, whose
homes, when we first hear of them, were about the lower
courses of the great rivers falling into the Baltic and
North seas. Thence they made, tribe by tribe, their great
migrations. In these they were not making mere raids, but
seeking new homes,. Their movements, which lasted altogethe:
not less than five centuries, changed the face of Europe,
bringing to many regions entirely new populations, The

‘//ViSigothﬁ ended their lon; wanderings by conquering Spain,

the Burgundians took possession of southeastern France, the
Franks of northern France and western Germany, the Angles

W
§ early as the second century the Germans pressed on the

frontier of the empire hard enough to strain the Roman
power to the utmost, From this time the emperors had to
stand them off by receiving some tribes as allies, giving
them” lands and taking their fighting men into the Roman

/ Army, In A, Pé 378 there was fought at Adrianople one of

P

the decisive battles of the world, in which the Visigoths,

- Ja German tribe then dwelling near the lower Danube, defeated
" the Remans under Valens and killed this emperor. By this

victory the frontier was broken beyond repair, so that
isigoths and other barbarians poured in., After this,

“events moved rapidly to the sack of Rome by the Visigoths

under Alaric in 410, Even after this the Romen imperial :
line continued, but the emperors were wretchedly incompetent,
After the middle of this century, the real rulers were the
German soldiers of the Roman Army, who set up and pulled
down as they would the occupants of the throne. Finally,

in 476, theydethronéd Romulus Augustulus, the last Roman
emperor of the West,

While the empire was still strong the emperor Diocletian
(284-305) had seen that its territory was too great to be
ruled from one center, Accordingly he had arranged a
division of authority among four rulers, with two capitals,
Rome and Nicomedia, in Asia Minor, A few years later the
strong hands of Constantine the Great seized all the power,
Already ruling in the West, he became sole emperor in 323,
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He removed the capital to his splendid new city Constantinople,
but still called himself Roman emperor. After several rulers
had succeeded him in this power, division of authority again pre-
vailed until Theodosius, already ruling in the East, obtained sole
rule and held it for three years (392=395), He was the last to
reign over the whole Roman world, After him there were two
lines of emperors, those of East and Wwe%, with capitals at
" Constantinople and Rome, :

5.Break-up of the empire in the West,

The power of the Western emperors dwindled, as we have seen, and
when the last of them was dethroned it was only the passing of a
shadow. Before the end most of the Western provinces had been
broken away from the empire by the barbarians, For a long time
their tribes incessantly fought one another, No strong govern~
ment arose anywhere to rule as Rome once had, and in the fifth
and sixth centuries western Europc was in anarchy and dreadfully
afflicted by constant warfare.

6¢ Eastcrh Empcrors.

In the East the empeiors werc.far more worthy of the name than in
later Western Empire, Many of them were strong men, effectively
ruling their great territory in eastern Burope and western Asia,
One of them during this period was Justinian (527-565), among

the very greatest of Roman rulers,

It is important to note that, though for many years there were
two emperors, the empire was not thought of as divided. Its
government was divided, but men still regarded the Roman Empire
as one, and both emperors as Raman emperors, After the end came
in the West, the monarchs of Constantinople claimed to be sole
rulers of the Roman world.

II. The Church
A, Church Extension,.

We have now to see what progress Christianity made in these
troubled times, Two divisions should be made of this subject, for
about midway in our period, under Constantine, came a great change
in the position of Christianity in the world, that is the end of
Roman persecution,

1, Before Constantine,
Growth of Christianity in the second and third centuries.

In the two centuries between A. D. 100 and Constantine'’s
reign the religion of Jesus made wonderful strides. At
the end of thésc centuries it was the prevailing religion
in Asia Minor, then a very important part of the world, and
in Armenia, In Macedonia and Greéece, Italy from Rome
southwards, southern France, Spain, northern Africa, Egypt
and Syria, it was very strong. In the farthest regions

of the cmpire it had its outposts.
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be Christianity had spread into all classes of society, as
well as over a wide territory. No longer were its
people found chiefly among the poorest and most unlearned.
The churches contained not a few men and women of high
rank and wealth,. Christians were numerous in the imperial
court, the government and the arm¥,. Many men of high
culture had become followers of Jesum, and used their
powers to further the growth of his religion. Christian-
ity had its strongest hold, however, among the freedmen,
These men, emancipated slaves, formed a distinct social
classe. Anong them were almost all of the skilled work-
ingmen of the time, and many merchants. The freedmen
were industrious, intelligent and thrifty, and were gain-
ing position and power, Thé spread of Christianity was
partly due to the fact that it was so strong in this
rising class,

c. How this growth was gained:
(1) Missionaries,

At once we ask, What men brought about this great
advance of Christianity? At the beginning of the period
therc were, as in the apostolic age, traveling missionaries:
pioncers of Cnristianity; but by A, D. 200 few of them
remained,

é) Apologists,
The apologists, or llturary defenders of Christianity,
Justin gave valuablc missionary service. One of these was
Justin Martyr (about 100~165), He was a Greek, boran in
Palestine, and showed his Greek blood by spending his
youth in going from one school of philosophy to another,
in search of truth. Somewhere he met a venerable man,
a Christian, who led him to see that the truth which he
had found came to its climax in Christ, The rest of his
life, until his martyrdom, Justin spent in traveling about
as philosophical teachers did, teaching Christianity as
the perfect philosophy. He also wrote many books intended
to explain Christian truth to the inquiring heathen, An-
Tertullian other apologist was Tertullian (about 160~230), a Car~-
thaginian lawyer, converted to Christianity in middle
life, He had remarkable gifts of keen thought and
forcible language, terse, lively, and satirical. These,
with his fiery zeal for Christ and his stern moral sense,
made him ene of the greatest men of the early Church, In
many writings he refuted false charges against the Christ=
ians and Christianity, and powerfully set forth the truth.
Bl Teachers.
* The men who did the work of teachers in the churches were
also very useful in spreading knowledge of Chrlstlunity.
Origen Hore belongs Origen of Aléxandria (185-253), He was
born of Christian parents, and received the best cducat=-
ion then to be had. In lcarning and power of thought
hec had no superior in his daye. He and Tertullian were
the two greatest men in the Church of the second and
third centuries. When only eightecn years old Origen
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became head of the catechetical school of the church of Ale xand=
rias . There he was a teacher of remarkable influence, doing
much to meke Christianity known to non~Christians as well as

to Christians, He wrote an amazing number of books expound=
ing Christian truth, ineluding a number of commentaries on books
of the Bible, which are still valued by Biblical students. In
the persecution under thée emperor Decius he suffered cruelties
which hastened his death,

d. The Christians generally.

But most of the work that so greatly forwarded the cause of
the cross was done by the Christian people generally, By
their lives, especially by their brotherly love to each other
and also to non-Christians, and their fidelity and courage
~under persecution, and by constantly telling the gospel story,
these nameless servants of Christ won most of those who were
won to him in these times,

Perse- We do not rightly appreciate the conquests made by the Church
cution in these centuries unless we remember that all this was achiev=-
ed in a time of persecution. The Roman Government was toler-
ant of all religions so long as those who held them honored
the state religion by paying worship to the statues of the
emperors,

Its This true Christians could not and would not do, Their

Cause refusal made them seem unpatriotie, treasonable, and thus
their religion becali® offensive to the government. From the
time of Nero, to be a Christian was to be outside the law,
for it was to share in something which was held to nean dis=
loyalty, Here we see another reason why the people of ten
hated the Christians, They were regarded by the people some=
what as are men who will not honor the American fla@, Some=
times govermment officers saved the Christians from mob fury,

Special Three things werc special reasons of the Roman Govern-
reasons ment?!s hostility toward Christianity. One was its

of rapid growth, in spite of rcpression. Then the most
persecut- important mcetings of the Christians, those for the

ion. celebration of the Lord's Supper, were held bcehind clos ed

doors. Thercfore to some empcrors the Church looked like
a widespread and growing secret society of disloyal prin-
ciples. Furthermore, Christianity, as we have said, was
particularly strong in one social class, that of thc
freedmen, This class was gaining power, and hence was
fearcd and hated by the aristocracy. But the aristocracy
controlled the govermment. Thus the strength of Christ-
ianity among thc¢ frcedmen made the jovernment more

opposcd to it,

The For all thesce reasons, Christians werc objcets of protty
Government's constant suspicion and frequent attacks, Their cone=
action dition was not unlikc that of revolutionists in Russia,

At any timc they might be arrcsted by the police and
accuscd before magistrates, the charge usually bcipg
trcason. They werce then required to worship the im=
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perial statues. Refusal meant cruel torture and of ten, for
tie obstinate, death,

e, Perieds of perseoufion.

Kind of

Persecution varied greatly in different times and places,
according to the disposition of reigning emperors oxr of

local officials. Early in the third century, after the
sufferings under Septimius Severus, there were more than
thirty years of peace, Then came the most terrible per-
secution yet experienced, under Decius and his two successors.
They used all their power in a systematic and ruthless attempt
to stamp out Christianity all over the empire. Thousands

of Christians were martyred, and thousands also fell away
frem the fai th,. But from this fire the Church came out
purified and stronger than ever, and it made great advances

in the long peace from 268 to 303, Then came, under Dioclet-
ian, %he last persecution, This was savage but in most :
places short-lived, and did not seriously weaken the churche

In 311 an edict of toleration for Christianity, containing

Persecut- something like a confession that the persecution had been a

ion.

2

His
Motives

1

His
actions

mistake and a failure, was issued by Galerius, ruling in
the East, In 313 edict, by Constantine and Licinius,
emperors in East and West, allowed entire religisus libertye.

After Constantine

(Constantine was not strictly the first to give toleration te
Christianity, for Galerius did this two years before him., But
his name is usually associated with the great change in Christ-
ianity's position, for reasons which will be clear as we goO on. )

a. Cénstantine and Christianity,

Before Constantine the Church was in conflict with the
world; after him it was on the throne of the world. What
his motives for his action toward Christianity were is some=
what a mystery. No doubt he saw that it could not be con=-
quered, but was surely going to be a greater power in the
empife, and therefore wished to have the Christians on his
side, At the time when, as he said, he saw the blazing
cross in the sky with the words "Hoc vince" he was at war
with rivals for the throne, and needed all the suppor?d
he could get. Ne doubt, also, he had some real personal be-
ief in Christianity, or at least sympathy with it.

At all events, it was Constantine, emperor in the West
after 312 and sole emperor after 323, who did far more
than anyone else to cause the vast and sudden change that
came, First he gave general religious liberty, chiefly
for the benefit of Christians. Then he showed great
faver to Christianity, making grants from his treasury for
the building of churches and the support of the clergy,
relieving them of taxation, and replacing the eaglés on
his standards with the labarum, the sign of Christ,
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mistake and a failure, was issued by Galerius, ruling in
the East. In 313 edict, by Constantine and Licinius,
emperors in East and West, allowed entire religieus liberty.

After Constantine

(Constantine was not strictly the first to give toleration te
Christianity, for Galerius did this two years before him, But
his name is usually associated with the great change in Christ-
ianity's position, for reasons which will be clear as we go on,)

a. Constantine and Christianity.

Before Constantine the Church was in conflict with the
world; after him it was on the throne of the world. What
his motives for his action toward Christianity were is some=
what a mystery. No doubt he saw that it could not be con=-
quered, but was surely going to be a greater power in the
empife, and therefore wished to have the Christians on his
side, At the time when, as he said, he saw the blazing
cross in the sky with the words "Hoc vince" he was at war
with rivals for the throne, and needed all the support
he could get. Ne doubt, also, he had some real personal be-
ief in Christianity, or at least sympathy with it,

At all events, it was Constantine, emperor in the West
after 312 and sole emperor after 323, who did far more
than anyone else to cause the vast and sudden change that
came. First he gave general religious liberty, chiefly
for the benefit of Christians. Then he showed great
faver to Christianity, making grants from his treasury for
the building of churches and the support of the clgrgy,
relieving them of taxation, and replacing the eaglés on
his standards with the labarum, the sign of Christ,
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Finally he entered actively into the affairs of the
Church, endeavoring to settle doctrinal g@isputes, and
in general exercising authority among the Christians,
All this time he was not openly a Christian, for he -
would not receive baptism till just before his death,
But his interest and favor gave to Christianity great
prestige, :

<

b, Effect on the Church of Constantine's favor.

The new position of Christianity at once brought rapid growth,
some of which was for its good and some not. Freed of peéer-
secution, and also disciplined and purified by its trials,

the Church could and did push forward its work with great
power, in both old and new fields. On the other hand, be-
cause the religion patronized by the emperor became fashion=-
able, thousands crowded inio the churches who were not
Christians at heart, and therefore did harm to the cause

of Christ,

C. Missions:

(1) Sweeping rapidly forward into new fields, Christian missiens
Martin made great gains. In central France in the fourth centuy ,
8- Martin, Bishop of Tours, a man of great activity and power-
Tours ful natural eloguence, of constant charity and courageous

zeal, carried on a wide and fruitful work through his own
tireless labors and through disciples trained in monaster-

(2) jes which he established, At the same time Ulfilas had

Ulfilas a long and herolec career as the apostle to the Goths about
the lower Danube. He translated a large part of the Bible
into their tongue, having previously devised an alphabet
for it, and thus made it for the first time a written lan=-
guage. This was the first translation of the Bible into
any of the Germanic family of languages, to which English
belongse. Tt was also the beginning of Germanic literature,
Because of Ulfilas! work, the Goths, when they captured Rome
in 410, were Christians. :

(3) In the next century Christianity was carried to the western=-

Patrick most limit of the known world, by Patrick, In the mist of
legends which surrounds him, we can clearly see a man who
had the true spirit of Christ and who laid enduring founda=
tions of Christianity among a wild people. Patrick was
born somewhere in Britain, eof Christian parents, There
was Christianity in Britain as early as the third century,
probably planted by Christians in the Roman army. In By
boyhood he was captured by Irish pirates, and held a while
in slavery among them. Alone and in bondage, he became
much more deeply Christian than he had been before. He
escaped to France, lived for a time in a monastery, and then
returned to Britain., But he was constantly haunted by the
thought of the need of the Irish for Christ: "I fanciled I
heard the voice of the folk who were near the wood of Fochlad,
nigh to the western sea." At length, after some years of
study in France, he went to Ireland in 433, There for
thirty years he was a missionary of singular fidelity,
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ceurage and suCCEesSe

From Ireland in the sixth century the famous Columba led a
company of monks to a little island off the west coast of
Scotland, Iona, From the monastery established there °
Columba and his followers went out to their missions, Their
work spread widely in Scotland and in England, and stauck
deep into the continent, in France, southern Germany and
Switzerland, No part of early Christian history shines
more brightly than the story of these Scottish monks, No=
thing could daunt er discourage their zeal to preach Christ.
Their Christian teaching had an apostolic simplicity not
found elsewhere, and their lives a rare purity and Christ-
Jikeness,

Along with all this true missionary work, we find in the
fifth century one of the most striking cases of the super-

of Clovis ficial Christianizing of a people, Clovis, king of the

and his
Franks

Christ-
ianity
made
compulso-

ry

Franks, had a Christian wife who had long tried to make him
a Christian, Hard pressed in battle, he vowed to become a
Christian if Christ would help him to win, He won, de~
clared himself a Chiristian, and compelled his people te
accept Christianity. On Christmas Day, 496, he and three
thousand of his warriors, says the chronicler Geaegory of
Tours, were baptized, So the strongest of the Germanic
tribes became nominally Christian, But the history of
Clovis and of the Franks for yaar8 afterwards shows that
this Christianity was hardly skin-deep,

e. Growth of the Church through imperial favor,

Another kind of church extension which was a doubtful
benefit was that which was accomplished through the power
of the empire, The emperors after Constantine followed
and bettered his example in regard to Christianity. They
showed it favor, and also asserted their authority in church
affairs, especially in the disputes about Christian belief
which were so frequent in the fourth century. Thus
Christianity was practically the established religion of
the empire, though it was not such officially. This, of
course, meant a constant rapid increase of professing
Christians, many people taking up with the religion just
because it was approved by the emperors, without any real
interest in it,

Imperial favor toward Christianity suffered a short check
under Julian (361-363), who madec an earnest but vain attempt
to revive paganism, The story is told that as he was dying
he realized that his opposition to Christianity had come

to nothing, and said, "Thou hast conquered, Galilacan.™

A few years later (380), Theedosius, emperor in the East,

a Christian, decrced that all subjects of the empire must
accept the Christian faith as stated in the crced of Nicea,
adopted by the Church in 325, Theodosius continued this
policy when he became ruler of the whole Roman world, in
392. Thus Christianity became part of the law of the
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empire, -All its inhabitants had to profess themselves
Christians, under penalty of outlawry for not g~ doing,.
This, of course, gave the death blow to paganism in the
empire. ‘Many temples and idols were destroyed, and by

A. P. 400, pagan worship was gones. It looks like a great
triumph for Christianity that the religion which had been un-
der persecution less than a century before should now be the
cnly lawful religion in the enpire. Really, it was not
such a great triumph, for the new state of things meant that
in the Church there were many people who were not Christians
at heart, The action of Theedosius was the beginning of
the use of governmental power to compel people to profess
Christianity, a thing which has done the religion of Jesus
much harm, ,

CHAPTER 1IV.

THE ANCIZNT CHURCH (continued) (A.D.100-590)
I. EFFECT OF PERSECUTION ON THE CHARACTER OF THE - CHRISTTANS,

While the perseeution lasted, it largely shaped the Church's

moral character, Only earnest and faithful people would. profess
Christianity when to do so brought on one the hostility of the
govermment, In this way the life of the Christians was kept on a
high moral level. In the times of peace, however, mapy entered the
Church, and among thesec some¢ of light character, whose precscnce
lowered the average of Christian conduct. Then when persecution
began again, its terrors causcd thesc weaker ones to desert the
cause of Christ., Thus the Church was purged of its unreliable
members, and made more worthy of its Lord and stronger for his
work.

II, CHARACTZR OF THZE CHRISTIANS II7 3ECOND AND THIRD CENTURIES.

In the sccond and third ccnturies the gencral character of the
Christians continucd to be, as it was in the first, high cenough to
distinguish them from the world about them. Though there were
serious blcemishes, on the whole the Christians were acknowledged
to be of supcrior morality. Brotherliness, purity, honcsty, wcre
characteristic of them. Their brotherliness cspecially impressed
a world in which this was new., Cases of nced were frequent among
them. Many poor pcople were in their number, Persccution made
meny widows and orphans, and to many men brought confiscation of
goods, To meet thesc nccecds Christian love flowed forth frecly.
Nor was it confincd to helping those who held the faith. Often in
times of gencral distress, for cxamplce, in pestilence, the Christ-
ians cared for the needy without distinction, when no one else
‘would do so.

II1.THT FAVOR OF THEZ EMPIRE CAUSHZD SOME MORAL DICLINE.

Congtantinc's action put the Church in an entirely diffcerent sit-
ua?lon. ‘Its new position of freedom and impcrial favor, of the
friendship of the world, was not altogcether good for its life. So
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many pcoplc of all sorts crowdcd into the churches that it was
found impossible to keep up the careful examination and training
of candidates for membership which had previously bcen the rule.
Many found placcs in the churches who were rcally pagans, and whosc
lives were a reproach. This was truc both in the older scats of
Christianity and on its mission fields. Thus therc came¢ a deccline
of the general level of character in the Church,

IV.DISCIPLINZ USED TO REMZEDY TIIIS.

To meet this situation, the Church madc large usce of its discipline,

- that is its method of inquiring into and punishing offenscs against
morality. Instecad of instructing pcople in Christian living before
they came into membership, the Church schooled them after they were
in, Punishments were imposcd to repress immorality and train
church members. For minor offecnses these punishments were penances
such as public confessions, fastings and prayers, and for graver
offenses cxcommunication.

v/ V., MONASTICISM,

In this timc, when there was much worldliness and cevil in the
Church, many Christians becamec cagsr for a higher goodness than
they saw around them. Thus arose a form of life which was dcs-
tined to b: one of the grecatest forces in the history of Christ-
ianity, that is, monasticism. What made men bccomc monks was a
decsire for salvation. For two reasons the lifc of monks appearcd
a surcr way of salvation than the life of other mend

A, BY SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD,

It vas a life separated from the world, and thercfore frce
from thce hindrances to Christian living found in thc world.
In the carly Christian ccenturies Christians were living in a
heathen society, which constantly put great temptations in
their way. Iven after society became nominally Christian, it
'long remained practically heathen, as we shall see, Besides,
durope was for centuries in a state of constant warfare, most
.unfavorable to Christian living. Thus those who carnestly
desired to lead Christian lives camc to think that they could
do this far better by scparating themselves from the general
life of men.

B. BY ENTIRE SELF~DENIAL: ASCEZTICISM AND POVERTY.

Secondly, the monastic life gave opportunity for the pursuit
of holiness by entire sclf-dcnial, In the ideas then held
about self-denial a large place was taken by what is called
asceticism. This is a way of action which appcars in many
religions. Its fundamental principle is that cvil resides in
matter, Matter, of course, includes the human body. Therc-
fore, it was thought, holiness is attained by frceing the
spirit as far as possible from the body; and this frcedom can
be gaincd by denying satisfaction to the desires of thec body.
Another form of se¢lf-denial which was highly estcemed was
complete poverty, the lack of all possessions. So men came
to think that the most truly rcligious life was led by those
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who gave up all their goods, had poor lodgings, drcssed uncom=-
fortably, ate scanty food, slcpt 1little, scourged ‘themselves
savagely for pcnance, and were umaarricd. Only thus, 1t was
belioved, could men and women reach thoe highest kind of good-~
NGsSSe

VI.EASTZRN AND WESTIRN MONASTICISH.

In the sccond century there were in the East, cspccially in Tgypt,
many hermit monks, living in desert placces, in oxtremec sglf-dcnial,
and regarded by Christiens in gencral as spceeially holy men. From
the ®ast the monastic ideal spraad to the West in the fourth coen=-
tury. Thore it soon was very popular, and many mon and women bo-
came monks and nuns., In tho West, however, monastic lifc took a
differont form from that usucl in the Bast, The typical monk of
the Zast was a solitary, living in cxtravagant hardships. Jerome
tolls of his sojourn in thc descrt of Chaleis, of his skin becoming
"plack as an Zthiopian's," his boncs scarcely clinging togcther,
his slccpless nights, his companionship with beasts and scorpions,
But the typical monf of the West was a membor of o community. Mon
and women went apart from a socicty unfavorable to Christian liv-
ing, but they did not live alone, They entored socictics rulod by
Christianity, whore it would be casicr to lcad Christian lives,

In the western part of the Church monasticism was social, a life
of brotherhoods and sistérhoods, in which 2ll goods werc held in
common and 2lmost all things werc donc in common.

“*N. VII.THE BENEDICTINT RULE CAUSED : REFORM IN MOWASTIC LIFE.

Zarly in the sixth century the famous Benedictine monastic rule was
dravm up by Benedict of Nursia in Italy. It soon became practi-
cally the universal law of Testorn monasterics. Benocdict saw that
the lifc of monks nceded dircction and purifying, and sought to
bring this about by his rulsc. This made the monk's vow a vow for
life, so that he was dead to the world., It rcquircd him, on taking
his vow, to surrcnder all his proporty. It proscribed the virtues
which a monk must vow to have, abstinoncc, obedience to superiors,
silonce, hemility. It laid down his duties in grcat dotail,
dividing his time botween worship, manual labor in house and ficld,
and study. The reform caussd by the rule gave to monastic life
fresh popularity, rosulting in the foundation of many new monas-
terics, which filled as fast as they were built,

VIII.3TRVICIS OF THE MOIKS TO THXE VIORLD.

The rule made the monasterics homes of industry and culturc as well
as of devotion and sclf-donicl. Planted mmong barbarinns, as many
of them werc, they were agencies of civilization. They gave objoct
lessons in agriculturc and hondicrofts and building. They prescrved
and multiplicd books ~nd cncouraged study and writing. In their
schools they provided most of the cducation that was to be had at
the time, Thoy were also the chicef charitable institutions of the
timo, caring for the sick and the poor, Above all, they werc
powerful instrumcnts of missionary work. From many of them strcooms
of missionarics poured out, nd for hundreds of ycors missions

vere carricd on chicefly through moncsterics. They did in their day
very much vhnt forcign mission stations do in ours,
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C. THE BELIEF OF THE CHURCH

I. GNOSTICISM LED TO CREED MAKING.
In this period the Church did much thinking about the chief mat-
ters of its belief, and expressed its conclusions in the great
creeds, This work began in the second century. Then Gnosticism
became widespread and powerful, particularly in the East. Its
Christian elements gave it something of a Christian appearance,
yvet it was really far from Christiaenity. Thus it was especially
dangerous. In order to defend Christianity against Gnostic er=-
rors, and also to give instruction t¢ catechumens, short state-
ments of what Christians believed were framed., Creeds much like
the Apostles' Creed appeared in several places during the second
century. Evidently something substantially the same as this was
generally accepted as the Church's c¢reed in this time, though no
such statement had yet been adopted by any body representing the
whole Church,

.~ II, THOUGHT AND DISPUTES ABQUT THZ NATURZ OF CHRIST.
In the contest with Gnosticism the Church was roused to desper
thought about its belief, especially about the nature of Christ,.
Many Christians tried to find an exploanation of his being. Dis-
cussion about him grew more and more active, particularly in the
East, wherc the Greek influence made men keenly intercsted in such
questions. Zarly in the fourth century thought on this subject
issued in the great Arian controversy. Arius, a presbyter of
Alexandria, taught that Christ was noither God nor man, but a
created being intermediate botween divinity and humanity, o kind
of demigod. Arianism spread rapidly in the Zast, and the dispute
over it ront the Church in twain, and evon caused serious dis-
turbances of public order. .

v III, NICENE COUNCIL AND CRZED.

To bring about poeace, Constantince called the first gencoral council
of thc church at Nicea in Asia Minor, in 325. Here Athanasius, a
decacon of Aloxandria, was thoe great opponent of Arius and his
party, and carried the couneil with him. By its decision the
Church affirmed the divinity of Christ, declaring that he was "of
the same substance™ with the Father, While therc was keen theo-
logieal dispute in the council, what really cnused the decision
was not argument It was Athanasius' appeal to a rcligious con-
vicetion in tho hoarts of its members, thc conviction which can be

cxpressed thus: "J I W
shan God." The council's doecision forms the greater part of the
cene

rcoed, the teaching of which has beon accepted over since
throughout the Ghristian Church,

IV. CREED OF CHALCEDON, [~ o oa
The question of the divinity of Christ having been settled, dis-
cussion moved to the subject of the reloation of the divine and
human naturcs in him. Differenccs of opinion were bitter, and
some divisions in the church resultcd, The fourth general council
at Chalcedon in 451, made the final utterancc of the Church on
this subject, deeclaring that in Christ tho two naturcs, dlvino and
human, uXiStud in full integrity.
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TMPHASIS ON ORTHODOXY.

Great truths that are vital to Christian faith, those of the in-
carnntion nnd the trinity, were scen and cxpressed by the Church
in this "age of the councils.™ Thesc cxpressions have evor since
reecived the asscnt of Christendon. With this gain there camc a
loss., All this discussion of statecments of doctrine inclined mon
to think that the most important thing in Christianity was to hold
corrcct definitions of Christian truth. The test of a man's
Christianity was not so much his loyalty to Christ in spirit and
conduct as his agrecement with what the Church had declared to bo
right doctrine, that is, his orthodoxy. On¢ who was not orthodox
was cast out as 2 heretic, however faithful to Christ his lifc,

Two great men who deeply affected the thought and all the lifc of
the church may be noticed here, Those are Jurome and Augustine.

Jeromc was born about 340, in Pannonin, the country about modern
Vienna. His fathor was well to do, and gave his son an excellent
education. He became a Christian when about twenty-five years

old, while he was a student at Rome. For several years he lived
in Aquileia with a company of friends, devoted to the study of the
Scriptures and to practices of self-denial. Leaving them because
of the remarkable faculty for quarreling which he displayed all his
life, he passed several years as a monk in the desert near Antioch.
Here he endured great hardships, but still continued his studies.
These he also kept up during a residence at Rome which followed.

By reason of his earnest Christianity and his intellectual power,
and also of his wit, of which his letters are full, he exerted
great influence in the Roman aristocracy, particularly on some
noblewomen. In 385 the enthusiasm for monastic life which he had
long felt drove him:'to téke up his abode in a monk's ccll in
Bethlchen. : "

JEROME'S TR WSLATION OF THE BIBLE.

Here he lived until his death in 420, constantly studying and
writing. Chief amoéng his works was his translation of the Biblec.
The 01d Testament was rendered far the first time into Latin, out
of thc Hebrew, and the existing Latin translation of thc New
Testament was carcefully rceviscd. Thus Jerome gave to the world
one of the most largely usced of all versions of the Scripturcsq
Later called tho Vulgate, it was the Biblc of the Middlc Ages.

It is still rogarded by the Roman Catholic Church as the author-
itative tcxt of the Bible., In addition to this work hc wrotc
commentarics on books of the Bible, thcological treatiscs, books
in praisc of monasticism, and countless lattors.

AUGUSTINE'S ZARLY LIFE. o

Augustine's carly lifc is doscribed in the wonderful book called
his Confcssions, He was born in 354 in northern Africa, nocar
Carthagc. His mothiur was an earncst Christian, but he did not
follow her cxample in his youth. At thirty hc was a brilliant
tcacher of rhotoric and oratory in Carthagc, posscssed of rcemark=-
able power of thought and cnjoying a high rcputation. Though ho
had thought much cbout recligious matters, hc was practically
without rcligion, and he was living immorally, indulging his
strong passions.
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S VIII. HIS CONVIRSION,
At this time he went to Rome to teach, and thence to Milam. Hoere
the preaching of Ambrose, the great bishop of the city, affected
him deeply. He began to study Christianity, and thus became al-
most persuaded. But he was not yet ready to give up the satis-
faction of his base desires. One day a Christian friend told
him about Antony, the famous Egvptian monk, and how two of his
friends had besn converted by rcading of Antony's career,
Strangely moved, Augustine rushed into the garden of his house,
and there he heard a child in a neighboring house calling out,
"Tolle, lege; tolls, lege" (take, read), He took up a volume of
Paul's Epnistlocs, and as he opened it his eyes fsll upon Rom. 13:
13,14, This caused him to decidc for Christ, and in the ycar
%87 he was rceceived into the Church., Shortly afterwards his
mother dicd, having scen the fruit of a lifc of prayer for her
son. His convorsion gave to Christianity its grcatest man be-
twesn Paul and Luths r, onc whoso influcncc is still working in
both the Protcestant and the Roman Catholic parts of Christendom,

IX, HIS WORK AND INFLUENCE.

Eight years efter his conversion Augustinc bocamc bishop of :
Hippo, one of thc most important towns of Africa, Hore he spent
thirty-five years in great devotion to the pcoplc under his
charge and in the writing of many books on various aspccts of
Christian truth. Ho had great difficultios with the Dona tists,
a veory largc body of Christians who werc scparatcd from the
Catholic Church and had a church of thceir own. The scparation
had occurred many yoars baforc, becausc the Donatists thought
that the Church was too lonient toward thosc who had betraycd tho
faith in timc of persccution, insomuch that it had coasced to be
the true Church. By argument and by the influencc whieh his
character gave him, Augustinc won back some of them. Unfortun-
ntely the unrcasonablcness and violsncc of some othors led him
to sanction thc use of the cmporor's power to compel them to ro-
turn to thce Church. His relations with the Donatists causcd him
to think much about the naturc of the Christian Church, and so
he came to work out his famous doctrinc of the Church. This
doctrine lay at the foundation of thc great structure of the
Roman Church of the Middl: Ages. Upon it the Romon Catholic
Church still builds,

Augustine's influcncce soon sprecad far beyond his African bishop-
ric, all over the wostern part of the Church. It was shown in
his grecat doctrinal controversy with Polagius, in which, after
long and widesprend discussion, his vicws prevailcd. Hore
Augustine maintainoed man's nbsolutc nccd of divine gracc for
rightcous charactcr. This cmphnsis on the grnce of God cuuscd
Luthor snd Calvin to ostoom him very highly. Protestant thouol-
ogy has followed thoir cxomple in buing influcnccd by an@ honop#
ing Augustinc,

De THZ WORSHIP OF THZ CHURCH.
At the end of this poriod, Christian worship was voery differcnt

from what it wos at the boginning. During this time it stoendily
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