
NORTP'^'EST BIBLE IRSTLrUTS, Seattle, ̂ "ashington Page 1 ^

HOIIILETICS III (SENIORS)

I,--Arrangement of the sermon»-
l.-Iia-poftance of arrangeraent.-As important as interest and force.

It is a task wiiich calls for training and practice. In this
respect the preacher is a "builder. Out of materials gathered
he builds a structure according to a specified design, kater-
ials as brick, stone, v;ood and steel can be made into a house,
Church, fort, bridge or ship, but the architectural design is
different, and it is important to build according to architect
ural design. In like manner material can be v/rought into a
story, address or sermon* It is order v/tich constitutes a
sermon. Good thoughts abound, but organization of thoughts is
not so common. The power of a message is in proportion to
order, for a message without order is feeble.
(1),-To the speaker himself.-One has not studied a subject

when it is thought over in a careless manner. "^'.liile
arranging thoughts other thoughts are suggested. Arrange
ment helps in v/orking out details* If the preacher's
method is to speak without notes orderly arrangement will
help him to remember his message* The reason for diffi
culty in emtenporaneous speaking is that the message has
not been \vell arranged. The speaker who does not arrange
his message well, will lose, rather than improve his
power of constructing a message, '"'ithout order he v/ill
repeat, or vfander av/ay from his subject.

(2).-To make a good effect upon the audience.-It is necessary
to make the message intelligible, t'e must present clear
thoughts in a logical order or much of what is said will
not be understood by the hearers. People forget much of
what they hear, and carry away a various assortment of
remarks, statements and appeals. Often the remark is
made, "I do not remember what he preached about," The
message will not be understood, but, v/hat is worse, it
will be misunderstood. One has said, "Render the message
to be understood, and impossible to be misunderstood."

(5).-To make the message pleasing.-"Order is Keaven's first
law." Even things in Nature, which appear to be irregu
lar, have a subtle order. "Houlting among birds is such
that it is scarcely noticed, yet it is orderly. Two
feathers, and tvro only, are shed at one time, and v/ith
perfect symmetry* The middle feathers of each wing are
the first to go. '."hen the replacement feathers are half
grovm another pair of feathers is shed, with perfect
precision, and this continues until the process of moult
ing is finished. At no time is more than a single pair
of feathers missing, or the bird's flight would be mechan
ically unbalanced." (Allah Cevoe). Chaos is neither
beautiful nor attractive. The messa'-e v/nich pleases is
the one v/hich has a plan. An ill-arranged sermon may
have statements which please, but even they would be more
pleasing as parts of an orderlj^ message, A well-arranged
message v/ill more surely keep the attention of an audi
ence.

(4).-To make the message persuasive.-Order is import^int v;hen
appealing to the emotions. If a man v/ants to break rock

"  with a sledge hammer he does not hit it first one place
and then another, but multiplies blov/s at a certain point
or along a certain line. A house-mover lifts a building
by applying the lifting pov/er systematically* So when
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working on the emotions or will of the hearers, the
message vdll be more persuasive when applied with some
natural order,

(5),- To make the, message to be remembered,-Principal elements
of arrangementj
a,"Unity,-It is necessary, yet often neglected,
"b.-OrderT-All that is said may be upon one subject v/hile

the thoughts do not follow one another according to
natural relation.

c,-Proportion,-Involves tv/o things;
(a)«-Natural symmetry.-The several parts of a message

may be treated so as to make a symmetrical whole.
Not all parts are discussed at the same length,
but at a length proportionate to the relation to
each other and to the message as a v/hole.

(b).-Specific design.-Particular points vary greatly
in length, "The lack of method is the most common
fault in preachers, and it is due to insufficient
and careless preparation,

2,-The several parts of a sermon.-
'(l)'.-The introduction.-

a.-Necessity of an introduction.-People have a natural
aversion to abruptness, and delight in a gradual
approach, A house is not pleasant v/ithout a porch or
something corresponding to it. "The light shineth more
and more unto the perfect day" (Prov,4:18), and this
gradual approach teaches us a lesson. A message with
out an introduction is incomplete. Elaborate pieces
of music have a prelude or some introductory notes.
Books have an introduction, even books of the Bible as
the Pauline epistles. An introduction has two objec
tives:
(a).-To interest the hearers in the subject.-The

preacher can depend on a certain amount of vdlling-
ness on the part of the audience to listen. Not
many come who are opposed to the truth, but many
are careless concerning it. Attention is secured
by an interesting introduction. As in the ordinary
affairs of life much depends upon the first impres
sion, so the success of the sermon depends upon
the first impression v/hich the preacher makes on
his hearers. If this impression is favorable the
audience v«rill listen to the rest of the message
with attention, pleasure and profit. Attention was^
requested by Hoses-(Duet,4tl). by Isaiah (Isa,28:14l
by Jesus (Hat.15;3.18 15;i'6)', by Peter (Acts 2;14),
by Stenhen (Aot3'7';'2) and by Paul (Acts 17;22 21:40
22:1 23:1).

(bjUA^ prepare the audience for understanding the
subject.-He must'guard against anticipating some-
tHing' V/hich belongs to the body of the message. The
method of some preachers is to give the introduc
tion before announcing the text. This may be good
occasionally, but is not good as a steady practice.
If the sermon is to be long the introduction must
be short. There should be a good introduction or
none at all, "Hell begun is half finished," A bad
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beginning is apt to spoil everything.
b.-Souroes from which to drav/ the introduction.-They
"'are many and'varied'.'
(a).-The text.-W'Then the meaning of the text re

quires an explanation, and v;hen the context
requires explanation, that explanation may
form the introduction.

(b)«-The subject tip be discussed.-This may form
the introdu'ction, It's' "relation to some other
subject similar or opposite, "".'.Tien the sub
ject is to be explanatory or practical it is
appropriated to have the introduction concern
ing the importance of the subject. If the
sermon is to establish the truth of a proposi
tion the introduction will explain the
of the subject. As to the question of the
existence of evil, or of God*8 sovereignty,
the introduction would state that these are
greet problems, and have called forth the
strength of the best preachers, and that no
problem is more difficult or more deserving
of attention,

(c).-The occasion.-If the sermon has reference to
•  some particular season of the year, or conn-

x^ection v/ith the ordinances, the introduction
^ would contain remarks on the occasion.

Allusion to the character of the times in

1  which we live, to recent events, or something
similar, would call forth the explanation as

''' ' ̂ text or subject was chosen. There
introduction allusion to the -

^  spiritual condition of the Chxirch in general,
or the local congregation, or to some other
Church* The hymn just sung, or the passage
of Scripture just readj provides an interest
ing introduction*

Cd) ,-IIiscellaneous sources.-There are a great
number Vi;h'ich' do not 'need to be mentioned in
detail. Seek for each sermon the most appro
priate introduction*

c»-Qualities of a ^good introduction.-Things to avoid:
(a)*-Avoid irrelated subjects .^resent something

closely related, and not something distinct
from the discussion. Its design is to prepare
the audience for the message, "'e must lead
the audience along a certain line of thought
in order to arrive at a definite conclusion,

.-Avoid more than one thought.-"'e do not want
a porch to a porch of a house*

(c),-Avoid generalities.-Lack of interest will be
the result,

(d),-Avoid vehemence in the introduction.-The
creation of interest and av/akening expectancy
is met in the body of the sermon, '''e should
not be impassioned at the beginning. f'Start
slow, talk lov/, rise higher, take fire.'9Even
though the preacher is excited at the
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beginning the audience is not#
(e)«"Avoid a lengthy introduction^-^-It is liable to keep

the audience so long on the porch that they hard
ly get into the house at all. Or we vdll be so
long setting the table that they vdll lose all
appetite for the meal.

(il .-Avoid carelessness in preparation.-A faulty pre-
face is like' the helmsman who' lets the ship strike
the rocks v/hile going out of the harbor. The
introduction should be composed before the body of
the message, and, if it is good, it vdll help in
the composition of the rest of the message,

(2),-The discussion.-Or the body of the message.
at>-The body of the message should have a plan.-^e •

preacher v/ho trusts to the extemporaneous method, and
follows no definite plan, vdll stray everywhere, and
accomplish little. The body of the message is*called
by various names, as "development", "argument", or
"treatment", but the best name is "discussion". This
must have a plan. Sometimes the plan comes vdth
little or no trouble. Sometimes it has a variety of
separate thoughts. The arrangement will suggest new
thoughts which otherwise would not have come to mindh
TJe must not only seek a plan, but the best plan.
Strive for the best^ and do not be content vdth the
first plan which presents itself. It should be
simple, and free from straining after effect,

b»-The plan includes the statement of the sub.ject,called
the proposition,-This requires care. The proposition
must be logical, as a result of consecutive thinking,
and this results in unity, 'Alien the subject is to be
discussed both negatively and positively the interrog
ative form of proposition is good. The proposition,
or statement of the subject, should be complete,
simple, clear and brief. The proposition should be
studied, started and finished,

c,-The divisions of the plan,-
'  ("a)4^-Progress of the' d'i'yisTons,-The movement, or pro*-

gress, must not be' irregular like undisciplined
soldiers. The divisions should not have eq.ual prom
inence, nor attract too much separate attention,
but be a symmetrical whole, Follov; a definite plan,
and advance in an orderly manner. We need simplic
ity and naturalness. Instruction and conviction
are the best means of leading people to action.
Several detached sermons put together cannot make
one sermon, nor a group of observations make an
organized unit. The divisions are not to be in
dependent and disconnected, but be advancing and
cumulative,

(b).Number of divisions.-"fe must consider simplicity
vvith variety. It is simpler to have but few divi*-
sions. The divisions must follov; in natural order
if the average hearer is to retain them in mind.
Generally three divisions is sufficient. We are
not to form the habit of blind follov/ing of a
custom v/hen nothing calls for that number. Three
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will give variety without distracting the attention
or burdening the memory. Three divisions are "^Ifhat",
"VJhy", and "Result". There cannot be a climax with
out at least three divisions. Three gives the idea
of completeness, the beginning, the middle, and the
end. In a foot race there are three signals, "on your
marks", "get set" "go". Scripture often has the three
fold mention of something, "Koly, Eoly, Holy" (Isa.6:5
Rev.4;8). "The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the
Lord, the Temple of the Lord" (Jer,7;4),"Earth. Earth,
Earth" (Jer.22;£9). "Overturn, Overturn.•Overturn"
(Ezek.21;87), "v.'oe, "Joe, "Joe" (Rev.8;15). "jiSk, Seek,
Knock" (Mat.7;7.8 Lu.ll;9,10). "The Resurrection of
the Body" is"Possible, Probable and Certain. "Being
a Christian in Daily Life" is Possible, Desirable and
Obligatory, "Piety in Youth" is a thing to be desired,
A thing to be sought, and A thing to be respected. It
is not accidental or strange that a sermon should have
three divisions,

(c).-Character of the divisions.-
a*.-Relation of the divisions to the entire subject.-

No dhe^ivislon can be equal to the whole subject.
No one division can, or should, exhaust the subject,
yet each should be a complete statement.

b* .-Relation of the divisions to each other.-D1 sti,1 hnfc.
One division should not include another. Each
should be kept distinct. Distinct ideas merge into
each other more clearly v/hen there is a line of
separation. Symmetrical. Not to be one extreme,
like a mermaid, with the body of a woman and tail
of a fish, nor like a centaur, which is half man
and half horse. Neither is there to be the other
extreme. The divisions must all have the same re
lation to the subject. Some divisions will be
like the branches of a fruit tree, and others will
be like the fruit. It is a mistake to think that
each division must have the same number of sub
divisions. Matter must not be inserted simply for
the sake of symmetry. Neither should the divisions
and subdivisions be discussed at the same length.

(d).-Order of the divisions,-This is controlled by logical
and practical considerations. Instruction is to be^
subordinate to the arousing of the emotions, and stirr
ing of the will to action.
a^.-As to instruction.-Those divisions should precede

which vdll'help "to" understand succeeding ones, _ and
negative considerations should precede the positive,

b*.-As to practical effect.-Endeavor to keep the ob-
0  view, and then consider what order and

divisions will be most likely
^  to stir the hearers to action. Abstract ideas

must precede the concrete, the general precede the
specific, and instruction precede appeal. Interest
must grow as the sermon advances,

(e).-Statement of the divisions.-Should be brief, and only
tliat the hearers' attention will be av/akened. The_
divisions may be announced when the announcement v^ill
help in follovdng the train of thought, v/hen the
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successive steps are to be remerabered, and v.iien we see
that the announcement av/akens interest and attention.
Unless one of the three conditions exists no previous
announcement need be made. Some use recapitulation ■
rather than previous announcement. Sometimes it is
good to use both previous announcement and recapitula-""
tion.

d.~Transition from one division to the next.-It is best when
least noticed. The parts should fit together like well cut
stones, or each part should grow out of the preceding one by-
natural development. ■Tha.Jir.ansit.ion v/llL~Jae--jea^--iJi-prQpar~
tlQn.,as tJie_aub4 entL,-haa. baeu„.atu^la^.--A-hQrQUgiily:, and
tboughtajiell arranged. No good transition can be effected
betv/een divisions thet do not have a real and natural re
lation. Transition is difficult v;hen the arrangement of
ideas is defective. It is trying to work in ideas which
have no place in the train of thought. A sermon is not a
mixture of various ideas.

Transition is effected by a single brief sentence v/hich
causes the listeners to observe that v;e are passing to an
other related thought. Sometimes it is done by numbering
the divisions, and introducing each division by mentioning
the number. Vie may use any number of expressions which in
dicate progress from one division to another, as "again",
"in addition", "besides", "furthermore", "still further",
"moreover", "another fact", "in the next place", "on the
other hand" or "finally".

(3).-The conclusion.-Some prepare the introduction, and neglect the
conclusion. They begin well, but, toward the conclusion, they
v/ander bewildered. Others proceed until, at the close, they
are exhausted in mind and body.
pn-rtflnt. t.bwTi t.he introduaLLoiu. Ift^onclude well it is because
of careful preparation. "It is the final struggle which de
cides the conflict." "Gather up all of your powers for one
supreme effort." One who extemporizes is apt to have an abrupt
ending to his message. The conclusion should be as the river
grov\ring in volume and power.
a.-Recapi-tulation.-If the sermon needs careful explanation; and

it is important that the divisions should be remembered,
then the divisions should be carefully and distinctly re
stated. If the sermon is to be persuasive, and the purpose
is to lead to a decision, there is no need of recapitulation*

b.-A-p-plication.-This is concentrated in the conclusion. It
^ requires of the preacher intense earnestness, but he should

^  not use pathos or an emotional manner unless he genuinely:
'  feels- It. If the preacher's ov/n feelings, and those of his

audience, have subsided he had better omit an emotional ap
peal. An effort to work up feeling v/ill fail. Few things
are so painful or injurious as the reaction produced by an
impassioned appeal when it is not felt by either the preach
er or the audience. The concluding exhortation should be
in keeping v/ith the subject treated. It should carry the
subject farther in the same direction. If the sermon has
been one of solemn warning the concluding words should be
of encouragement in view of God's promises.

c.-Length of the conclusion.-There is no rule, as it depends
on circumstances. There is great danger of making it too
long. If the message is long the conclusion should be brief.
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If the preacher is overcome hy emotion silence is
better than speech. The conclusion is not something
fastened on to the sermon. If the preacher feels

^  that he has failed in the sermon, and attempts to
awaken interest by a long conclusion, he v/ill be
farther from his object than he v/as before. It is
unwise to announce a conclusion, and then continue
for a long time.

d.-Final v;ords of the conclusion,-These strengthen the
leading ideas of the sermon. The great leading truths
appear once more at the end, or the text,may be re-
^e^tjd as the last words. Repeat what will sum up
all that has been said. Consider only the minister*s
responsibility and the hearer's salvation.

5,-Different kinds of sermons.-The various kinds overlap. _If
sermons are classed as Doctrinal and Practical it is_evident
that a Doctrinal serraon should have a practical application,
and a Practical sermon should have a doctrinal basis. If they
are classes as Explanatory. Illustrative. Argumentative or
Hortatory (exhortation), these, also, intermingle. There are
tv;o distinct principles on which classification is made, one
relating to the subject matter of the sermon, and the other has
to do with the homiletical structure. The distinction between
subject sermons and textual sermons has to do with the plan.
Only in this respect are they different kinds.
(1).-Subject (Topical) sermons.-Drawn from the Scripture, as

the subject usually is stated in the form of a proposition,
and the subject is divided and treated according to its
own nature. This insures unity, and trains the mind to

^  logical analysis, and makes it more convincing and pleas
ing to the audience. The preacher will want to present
some doctrine or topic, and it is better that it be
specific rather than general. This promotes variety, and
makes each subject more fruitful. The specific is illust-

A  J rated by Robert Hall (1764-1831) in his series of three
(K sermons on "The Judgment";

X ̂  "Reasons for the Judgment to come" (Acts 84:£5)
"Character of the Judgment to come" (Heb,678)
"Remember in youth the Judgment to come" (Eccl.ll;9)

He confined himself to one aspect of the subject, and
divided the subject according to its ovm nature.

(2).-Textual sermons.-Take a text, and get the sermon from that.
There are two distinct varieties:
a.-Discussion of-a single subject.-The divisions are drawn

from the text, and they must be so related to the sub
ject, and to each other, that the sermon forms a
symmetrical unit,

b«-Discussion of several subjects.-They do not admit of
being combined into one, yet they have a mutual rela
tion, giving unity to the sermon. Some verses of
Scripture suggest several distinct subjects, or topics,
and sermons on such texts v/ould be a series of sermons,
(a).-Diverse topics.-Topics unlike as avarice, in

gratitude, remorse and suicide, might all be
treated in one sermon on "Judas" because they
apply not only to one person, but, in his case,
they have an intimate connection.
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(I Tim.mil.

(3).-

fb) .-Successive v/ords in the text.-(Lu.24;43)
wpni^av tbou Shalt be with Me in Paradise"
"Today thou shalt be v;ith He in Paradise"
"Today thou shalt be with Me in Paradise"

(c).-Progress to the end.-
a *. -"Tfels Salvat ipflj* (Acts 15:36)«

"Its Author"
"Disposition it produces"
"Obedience it demands"
"Blessing it incurs"

b*.-"ThR Oosnel is all and in aB
"Our guide through life"
"Our support in death"
"Our portion forever"

•Expository sermons.-This is mainly an exposition &
passage of Scripture, and it may be a chapter, parable or
miracle. Ministers labor to have proficiency in topical
and textual sermons, and should labor more so to have
proficiency in expository sermons, also. The expository
method requires an entirely different method of study of
Scripture in order to prepare the message,
a.-Advantages and disadvantages of expository preaching.-
(a}.-Advant age s.-

a'.-Method of the Apostles.-It v/as the primitive
and ancient method of preaching.

b'.-It corresponds better with the idea of preach-
Ing^'-Preaching is expounding the scripture.

c'.-Gives a better knowledge of the Scripture.- ̂  ^
This is true of both preacher and people in his
audience. It causes the message to have more
Scripture truth in it. It gives occasion to
remark on many passages of Scripture which
otherwise might never enter^into sermons.

d*.-Lessens the temptation to misinterpret
Scripture.-By excessive allegory or by accomo-
dation.

(b).-Pisadvantages.-These appear more serious than they
are. . . ,
at ,.pre.iudice against expository preaching.-This is

because of misunderstanding. Some preachers
feel that expository messages are to^be re
served for rainy Sundays, week day nights, when
the preacher has no sermon prepared, v/hen he
wishes to save the elaborate sermon for a
better audience, or some other similar occasion.
Then-the preacher will read some Scripture por
tion, and iiiake some scattering remarks, for if
he is persecuted in one verse he can flee to
another".

b*.-People In the audience do not have their Bibles.
Consequently they find it hard to remember the
connection of some long passage of Scripture.

c^.-Lack of interest on the part of the hearers.-
They care so little about the Bible that they
are not interested in the explanation.^

d*.-Ob.iect on the ground that it lacks variety.-
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e*.-0b.1ect on the ground that it does not present a
connected arguraent^-

f.-Oblect on the ground that there is no call for
expository preaching,-They say that we have
Sunday Schools and Bible classes for the purpose.
The fact is that the Sunday School and Bible
classes actually prepare people to receive ex
pository preaching with appreciation and profit.

b.-Suggestions as to expository preaching.-This deals
Liainly v/ith exposition of Scripture, but it does not
exclude argument or exhortation. Te may be dealing
v/ith a long or short passage of Scripture. It nay be
one of a series or stand by itself. There is no
broad line of separation between expository sermons
and other hinds, and one may pass easily from a textual
to expository. Preachers often preach expository
sermons which they v/ould not call by that name. A
large part of the Bible is narrative, which is some
thing v/hich interests both old and 3'-oung, educated and
ignorant, converted and unconverted. Requirements for
effective expository preaching:
(a)«-Unity.-This is necessary to instruction, convic-

.  , : tion^and persuasion, ''fithout it the hearers are
impressed. Often unity is not the aim, and

\  the result is a series of disjointed remarks on
successive verses, or little sermons fastened to-
gether. Unity is something that is to be desired,

\ ^ (b).-Structure.-The human mind delights in orderly
structure. There is both unity and order in
structure. Strive for unity, distinct connection
and orderly progress. If a series of sermons is
intended make a careful study of a book or other
portion of Scripture. View each book as a imit,
and trace in detail its outline. Expository
preaching compels one to studj'- the Bible by this
•method.

(c).-Proper handling of details.-Bringsout. not only
the leading ideas, but details, and as these are
explained it gives good material for the message.

ij Vie need to studj^ and master details, and then
select and group them. It is not necessarjr for

'  the preacher to give all of the results of his

^  Study on difficult passages, or of the different
viev/s held as to those ".assages, as that V70uld be
wearisome to any audience. Long study is his
affair, and not theirs. To state at length
differences as to viev/s on some passage, v/ithout
shov/ing why one should be accepted as preferable,
is unsatisfactory. Expository preaching requires
much close study of the Bible in general, and
much special study of the passages to be treated.

^ II«-Style.-
1 .-General observations on style.-
""nil .-Nature_and importance of style.-The "stylus" v/as a pointed

iron v/ith which the Romans wrote upon their tablets which
were covered with v/ax,
a.-Denotes manner of writin^.-Each person has his ovm
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peculiar handwriting, his own individual style of v/rit-
ing, and it cannot he imitated perfectly.

h«•"Denotes manner of expressing thought.-A man*s style is
his characteristic manner of expressing his thoughts,

ly whether in v/riting or speaking. It is said, "He v/ields
a ihaustic pep.." Some are distinguished for
"character and choice of v/ords or expressions. A man's
style cannot he separated from his mode of thought, "".''e
know the thoughts of others only as those thoughts are
revealed in words. Excellency of style has given_last
ing popularity to some hooks which had little merit
otherwise. Books written in attractive and beautiful
style will live forever. E. Renan (1823-189B) wrote his
"life of Jesus" which v/as accepted because of the great
beauty of style, and not what it said about Jesus. The
vnritings of R. &. Ingersoll (1833-1899) have been
studied in universities for style, and not for what he
taught. Neither of these mentioned could be recommend
ed for the Christian to read. Louis Agassiz (1807-1873)
and T. H. Huxley (1825-1895) made scientific boo^^
acceptable because of their pleasing style of writing*
It shows that style is not an unimportant thing. It
_renders^mediocrity^acceptable, and the able more

(570-632) errors seduc-^
tivsj while truth is unnoticed because of the lack of it.

The Christian should not neglect so. powerful a means
of usefulness. Yet it is much neglected. One cause of
neglect is the failure to understand the inseparable
connection with the thought conveyed. Some put matter
above manner*. The best style attracts th.e leaslL,.Q-pt®P"'
tion to itself, thus making neonle give credit to the

without loiowing ho5 rauch manner has contributed
to the impression. Style is as important as thought.
Every writer and speaker should give attention to the
improvement of his style.

(2).-Means of imnroving style.-
a.Study of language.-Particularly of English, though the
study of other languages is beneficial. V/hether or not
v/e are acquainted with other languages we should study
our own. In High Schools, Colleges and Universities
much attention is given to the study of English
language. Some think that there is no need to study our
language at'all, but it is a great mistake.

b-Study of Literature.-This contributes still more to the
improvement of style.
(a) .-Positive benefit.- ,

a'.-I<nov/ledge of Language.-Rrom reading the best
works v/e gain a richness of vocabulary and ful
ness of expression.

b'.-Eorm our literary taste.-Learn to discern be
tween the good and the bad in literature.

(b) .-^Counteract certain evil effects.-
a'.-Vicious style.-Eew people speak correct English.

A large part of what people read in general is
found in the newspaper or in v/hat is called
light literature. Much of what is heard in
conversation is in vicious style. Both of
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these have an ill effect,
h*«-Errors in usage of words,-Such errors are often

found "among educated people,
(c),-There are many good authors,-Our religious■litera

ture, both of sermons and devotional works, presents
good specimens of style which v/ill feed the in
tellect and warm the heart. J.asociate with..goo.d

(d).-Secular orators.-The preacher can learn much from
reading the v/ritings of the great orators,

c.-Careful practice in writing and speaking.-This is the
chief means of improvement of style, Practice with care,

fa),-Careful concerning details,-ww a"«T-SpeITing.-This is neglected. If a preacher's
spelling is faulty he should apply himself
diligently to correct the fault, which requires
nothing but care and perseverance. Accuracy
as to details will react profitably in all
mental habits,

b'.-Grarimiar.-One preacher asked another, "Do you
Consider it beneficial, as a v/riter on re
ligious subjects, to attend to such small matt
ers as grammatical correctness"? The other
ansviered, "Better write so as to make a critic
turn Christian than to make a Christian turn
critic," Grammatical correctness is an ob
jective ivorthy of our earnest effort. One
writer spent two hours over a single sentence,
determined to get it right. Dr. J, W, Eolsom,
of the University of Illinois, spent one entire
evening on one paragraph, H, W, Longfellow
(1807-1862) spent nine years on "Evangeline",
James Feiiimore Cooper (1781-1851) wrote "Last
of the llohicans" twice. At the first vn?iting
he was di'iatisfied, and destroyed the book.
The present: hook la the second writing, A,L,
Tennyson (1800-1892) wrote one poem fifty times
before it suited him. He wrote one poem in two

days, and spent six v;eeks correcting it, T,B,
Macaulay (1800-1859) spent thirteen years on
*The French Revolution". George Eliot (1819-
1880) rev/rote everything carefully before hav-
ing it printed,

(b) J-Careful concerning speaking.-In order to improve speak
ing jrllpealdng ^yle'^d TTri'ting style are different.
Speaking on something that has been prep_ared oareiiilly

'^'welting., something prepared caj:g.fiillV-T-- but-.-waa-^nat written,
and speaking on the teiase_jifL_tJie.J^ are different,

2,-Clearness of style»-Clearness is a most important element. Style is
excellent v/hen it shows the thought, but the style itself is unseen.
Obscurity is often mistaken for great learning. Among the lamas of
Tibet the more obscure and unintelligible are their sayings the Eiore
sublime they are considered to be, A preacher of the Gospel, more
than any other, is under obligation to make'his statements clear.
He is proclaiming the vrards of eternal life. The preacher has great
er difficulty than any other class of speaker in making his state
ments clear to his hearers, for he is spea.king to such a mixture in
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his audience, including people of all ages, and of eveiy grade of
intellect and" culture* This should stir hiri to diligence in pains-

^  taking effort* There is no use in preaching unless it is to do
good, and no good is done unless the people understand. Only the
truth that is understood is of any Benefit to the'hearers. Unless
the'statements are clear some people are repelled, and others mis
led, and what was intended for health becomes poison. Clearness
depends on:
fl).-Choice of terms,-

a.-Use words InTe'lligible to the audience .-The preacher should
Tmnvj the language of comraon life. He may think with the
learned, but he must speak to the common people. If he
speaks in language unsuited to the common mind he might as
well speak in a foreign language.

b.-Use words that exnress the thou,'^ht exactly,-
r^,~-Us"e"bf arSiguous expressions,-imen' speaking on "The

Love of God" is it our love Ifo Him, or His love to
ward us?

(b)-,-Use of indefinite expressions,-Terras used should ex
press tlie real liieaning iiitended. Our thoughts have
definite form in proportion as we use definite terms
to express them. He v/ho says exactljr what he thinks
v/ill be understood,

(2).-Brevity.-Yet brief statements are not always clear, A pro
longed style is seldom successful-. People are bev/ildered by
tedious expansion-, and are unable to maintain steady attention
and have forgotten part of v/hat they have heard boforo all is

^  completed. Poebleness is produced by excessive dilution, and
is not good to the tasto. Avoid either extreme of expansion
or too groat conciseness,

5,Energy .(fp_rco) of styl^-
nr.-Wioico of terms.- . .

"a.-Concrete and specific terms-.-Concrete rather than abstract,
"and specl-fic~nather'Than general.
(a).-Savings of lIoses.,-"They sank as lead in the mighty
'~^Taters'''nEx. '15:10), "Fell as metal" v/ould have a

different effect. That v/ould be changing from spe-
"  cific to general,

(b),-Sayings of Je_s_us5.-Consider the lilies" (Hat, 6:28-30).
'Substitute" geiieral terms, "Consider t'ne flowers, how
they gradually increase in size, and no King in his
splendid clothing is dressed up like them", Ve form
images of specific objects,

b,-Epithet",-An adjective added to a noun, which does not add
anyThing to the sense conveyed by the noun, but brings the
noun into prominence. Sometimes it adds to force, as "a
fire-breathing warrior". It brings to notice v/hat would
otherwise escape attention.

(2).-Construction of sentences.-
a.-PTrToXic sTrucTTre.-Going around or circ\imscribing, A
"T^nTenTTlT" called "periodic" when it returns at the close

to the matter v/itli which it began. Any sentence is call-
ed "periodic" when the senso is so suspended as to bo in
complete until it reaches the end. An unexpected construc
tion of a sentence v/hich the reader or listener supposes
to bo concluded is like a person ascending or descending
stairs, and meeting v/ith one more stop than expected. The
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periodic style is not as necessary in speaking as in writing.
In speaking long periodic sentences are to be avoided. The
hearer cannot retain all in mind, and cannot understand any part

"  till the end is reached.
. b♦ -Emphatic arrangement. -In v/riting emphasis is determined from the

connection or from italics. In speelcing emphasis is indicated
the manner of utterance,

(a) .-Beginning of the sentence is most prorainent posit ion.-Nextto that is"l;he'~end.''" Comp'are "Gi^t is Diana of the Ephe-
sians" with "Diana of the Ephesians is great". Contrast
"Silver and gold have I none" with "I have no silver or
gold". "In each illustration the latter statement_is weak.
"Not everyone that saith unto Me 'Lord; Lord'". "Now is the
accepted time". -Compare "Your fathers. v/here are they?

the prophets, do they live forever" (Zech.l;5) with
"VtTaere are youf"*fathers? And do the prophets live forever?

(b).-Close the sentence with the emphatic v/ord.-Compare "I will
give my earnest*" attention to the matter" with "I will give
the matter ray earnest attention". '

0.-Antithesis adds to energy.-An opposition, or contrast of ideas,
emphhsized'""'W' "the "position of the contrasting words, "The
Sabbath v/as riiade for man, and not man for the Sabbath" (Mk.2;27)
"The memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the wicked
shall rot" (Prov. 10:7). Such abound in the Proverbs of Solomon
"I do not live to oat, but eat to live". Each contrasting state
ment throws light upon the other. Force is added by brevity.
The contrast makes the statements striking. There can be an ex
cessive use of antithesis, or it can bo used to express exagger
ation.

d.-Breaking away suddenly.-(Aposiopcsis). As'if unwilling to ex
press what is in mind. "Nis conduct--v;ell, I had bettor^not
speak of that". "If even thou hadst loiown the things v/hich be
long to thy peace—but now they are hidden from thine eyes"
(Lu.l9:42). Silence suggests what Israel's destiny night have
been. "Father if Thou bo willing remove this cup from Me"
{Lu.22:4:2), Kc does not ask that the cup be removed, but, aftei
a pause, adds, "Novortholess■not w will, but Thine, bo done".
"7/e find no evil in this man, but if a spirit or an angel hath
spoken to him let us not fight against God" (Acts 25;9). The
silence is eXpressivo as spoken by a Pharisee in the presence
of Sadducees.

(3).Conciseness.-(Brachylogy) Helps energy or force. A maxim that ad
mits of no exception is, "The fev/er the v;Ords used, consistent witi
clearness, the more vivid the expression". The briefer the ex
pression the greater the energy. As when the sun's ro.ys arc focus£
od through a lens the smaller the spot compared to the surface of
the lens the greater the heat. So in speech the narrower the com
pass of words to express the thought the greater the energy. 'An
example is in the saying of Caesar, "Veni, vidi, vie" (I came, I
saw, I conquered). The studied brevity of the Lacodaomonian
orators gave rise to the word "laconic" (sparing of words),_ The^
orators among the North American Indicns wore noted for their brief
pointed sayings.
a.-Opposed to conciseness.-

(a) .-NeedTess repetitio'n«-(Tautology). Needless repetition of
the same meaning in other v/ords, as "audible to the ear",
"visible to the eye".
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(b)."Saving raore than enougxi«- (Pieonasm)« Superfluous
words. UsingTl^ore 7/ords than necessary to express the
meaning. Leaving out some words would leave the^state
ment still clearer. Use of v/ords which add nothing
to the sense detract from energy.

(c) .-Multiplying, words.-(Verbosity). Excessive v/ordiness,
multiplyu^S words' which add nothing to the meaning.
High sounding words are admired hy the ignorant or
half educated. Such is spoken of as "having a very

.  fine command of language". The truth is "lihP .laK"
suase, lias tke-anaakar". Ke
has the same command of language that a rider has
when his horse runs av/ay with him.

.  b.-In seeking?: conciseness do not sacrifice clearness.-In
—'^hrisF's -teaching (Ivlat.igTsO TOTlS 22:14 25:12) and Jaraos

(Jas.2:13,26 4:17). A brief statement that'is of such a
nature as to suggest more than is expressed, and the imag
ination is stimulated to supply the rost._ The great major
ity of writings and speeches should be thinned out as a
fruit tree of excess fruit.

(4)-Use of figures of speech.-Passionate feelings, whether anger,
fear or love, expTess themselves by moans of imagery,
a,-Metaphor,-Use of word or phrase denoting one kind of object
■~~or idea' 'in the place of another by way of suggestion or

analogy. "A ship plows the sea". "A voUay of oaths". ^
Illustrations of comparison - "His eyes as a
and liis vordi as tlie sound o'f many waters" (Rev.l:14. 15)^
"As the lir^htning coraetlT out of the East" (Mat24; 27J,"The
ungodly-^^^areTmke the chaff which the wind driveth away" ^
(Ps.l:4). The metaphor implies resemblance or analogy^with-
out stating it as a comparison. To say of an orator "He is
like the soaring eagle" is a comparison. To say, "He is a
soaring eagle" is metaphor. This helps energy of express
ion. ^ ^ ^

•  b.-Synecdoche,-A figure of speech by v/hich'a part is put for
—T}hewhole7"( fifty sail for fifty shl^s), the whole-for a

part, (year v/hen referring to one of four se_asoji_s); the
specific" for the generali (cutthroat for assassin), the
■general for the specific, (creature a^jaan). It m^es
the expression more suggestive. "They shall beat^their
sv/ords into plov/shares and their spears into pruninghooks
(Isa.2:4). is of more force than saying in general that
they v>rill convert the weapons of v/ar into agricultural

y  implements, „4- •
fc .-Hyperbole.-Extravagant exaggeration of statement for effect.

Saying more than is meant, and to exaggerate its importance.
This is allowable if it is knovm that the exaggerated
language will not be misunderstood. Christ. "tJhosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek" (Mat.5:59). 7/hen
at the trial He was smitten there'is no record'that He
turned the other cheek (Iiat. 26 :_67,68 Ino .18:22,25). It
V70S a fivure of speech moaning not to striivo bacx. "Let
not thy right hand" (Mat,6i^)_, "If any come to Me, and hate
not father and mother" (Lu»14t 26). As a teacher Jesus
used a great variety of methods of stimulating attention,
thus compelling the hearers to think and remember. UohSL*
"Many other things Jesus did" (Jno,21:25). Such statements
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are natural v/ith the'Oriental nind, and they have power
v/ith the mass of liien# Paul» "I could wish myself ac
cursed" (Rom.£^). Some have said, "I would give liiy right
arm if I could live in the Uest".

d.-Personification,-Representation of inanimate objects or
abstract ideas as having personal attributes. Addressing
inanimate objects as if they had life. Examples of this'
aboimd in Scripture, personification of v^^isdom (Prov, 8),
and the personification of the Church.

(5) -Use of Apostrophe.-A feigned turning from the audience to
address aTrhIng7"an abstract idea or an inanisiate object."It '
cannot be that a prophet perish .out of Jerusalem--0 Jerusalem,
Jerusalem" (Mat.^23:36.57 Lu. 15;33.34). Apostrophe^belongs
properly to impassToned language, as* even as such is not to
be used too frequently or continued too long.

(6)-Use of Exclamation.-Impassioned preachers are apt to use this
to"o~ofren7 '""0h ,"Alas". It loses its power when used
too frequently,

(7)-Use of Interrogation.-Tfith all speakers a frequent means of '
giving force to llie""message, "Amen" in rising tone of voice,
and expecting a response from the audience. "Isn't it so?
Do you believe it?"

4,-Elegance (beauty) of style.-The product of the imagination alone,
or in "combination wi'tif passion, but operating under the control
of good taste. Elegance is of less importance than clearness or
energy. It is Diodified by the subject'and the occasion. For^the
poet elegance is the important element, but for the preacher it
is subordinate to clearness and energy. The difference between
the'poet and the preacher is as great as between lunning and walk
ing, or betv/oon speaking and singing. In speaking the preacher
must attend to the expressing of v/liat he lias to say. If the poet
instructs it is subordinate to its main purpose of-giving pleasure.
The preacher's purpose is to convince and persuade, but not to
nlease.

Some preachers care too much for beauty and ornament^of the_
message. It is a Virrong motive to aim to entertain the audience,
and such a person does not realize the seriousness of his csEling,
If the minister's'desire to do good is superior to the desire to
please the people, and if the sense of his responsibility to God
is superior to his concern for the criticism of people, then he
v/ill care little for'ornamenting the message. The desire to
please men will fail, for the minister v/ill fail with the very
ones that he is seeking to please.

Some preachers unwisely talce pains to avoid beauty and orna
ment of the message.- There are thoughts v/hich naturally lead to
beauty of expression, and should not be repressed. Attention
needs to be dra-vm to the truth, but not to the clothing it wears.
Those who are afraid of eloganco of style forget that a natural
beauty is favorable to clearness. True energy of style is often
elegant, ' ' .

Elegance of style depends on terras, arrangement, iraagery
and simplicity.
(1) .-Terras.-The most energetic terms are often the most elegant.

Some"highly forceful terms, as slang, are to be avoided as
improper, and, also, the use of v/ords too grand for the sub
ject. Uords v/hich v/oakon the expression, or do not add any
thing to it, are not to be used.
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(S),-Arrangement of words^«-Tfe must not, through desire for
variety,'l3"acrifici'"any-thin.s important to give sense, '
a,-Repetition of v;ords.-In Rom,4 "reckon"'occurs often,

Being the leading term in the'argument, but three words
are used, "counted"'(2 times), "reckoned" (3 times) and
"imputed" (6 times). Nothing is gained except variety,
I/hen the connection does not require the repetition of
the same words then it can be varied,

b,-Antithesis,-Uill contribute to elegance if used sparing-

c,-Alliteration,-Repetition of the same'sound at the beginn-
Tng o"f two 'or "more consecutive vrords, or of v/ords near
one another. Rarely any occasion to be used in a sermon,

(5),-Imagery,-Eigures of speech v/hich make for clearness are
valuable. Those v/hich do not add to clearness are not to
be introduced,

(IL ,-Simplicity,-No quality of style is more to be de^red,
a,' UinTe clear,-An idea may be made clear by repetition,

variety of staitement, or illustration. Simplicity of
style makes it plain at once. Simplicity demands clear
ness, is understood more easily, and it expresses more
exactly the idea intended,

b,-Vfill be free from, artificiality,-In T:-iPinnR-r simplicity is
oppos"ed to artificiafity", and in pnt.-iirp opposed to conceit

c,-Uill be free from exces_sive^ prnaraent ,-_"I.Iy preaching was
riot v/ith enticfHrFwofdi*^"TT'Clir",2iTTr' It was Paul's way
of dealing v/ith sacred things, "Ee who believes will be
saved" (L'li:,16;16 Acts 16; 31), Tlie preaching'of the
apostles was successfu]rbec"ause it v/as plain, natural,
and suited to the capacity of their hearers. They aimed
at directness and to roach men's hearts. The worst of
all affectations of style is to affect simplicity,

5,-Imagination in preaching,-This is among the loading character
istics of good preaching,
(1),-Use of imagination,-It is possessed by all true orators, A

preacher witliSut this quality may be respected, but he v/ill
never move people to act. It is a matter to which some give
little attention, yet few things are more important. It is
fancy,
a,-Used by speakors in the construction of the mossago,-'To

""give" farailTar things a now interest, ""Piles of bricks,
sand and lumber make up as much of a house as piling up
thoughts constructs a message, A builder v/orks by con
structing something v/hicli he has soon in imagination,
and the sorao is true in building a message. Imagination
organizes thought into definite form. The Constructive
functions of the imagination arc used in the formation of
a poem or a story, and much more so in the sermon. This
is true, not only of the message as a whole, but of every
part of the message. Each part is complete in itself as
a part of the whole message,

»" Used by speakers in the production of word pictures,-
Imagination give"s"to thought k definite f"orm. This creat
es imagination in others also, Uord pictures more clearly
resemble objects of sense than mere ideas do. Instead of
dwelling on the idea of benevolence give illustrations of
a benevolent person or of a benevolent act. The idea must

U.
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become a picture by illustration. People remember what
they see more than v/hat they hear,

{8.),-Means of cultivating the Imaginatipn• -
a.-Imagination awalcenTd by'bhe'sliM of Nature,-The systematic

study of N^ure revVeds Co^uT'VorldeiTful things, and teaches
us the handiwork of God. Geology acquaints us v;ith the
structure of the earth,'and Astronomy with the v/onders of
God's universe (Ps, 8;5.4 19;l). God asked Job eighty-
four questions concerning things in Nature (Job 38;41).
Some have little or no appreciation of things in Nature,

b.-Imagination awakened by the study of Literature and Art.-
(a) .-Sculpture."^Forest Xawii''lie'morlar Park",
(b1.-Painting,-Some will sit by the hour and study the great

paintings, v;hile others have no appreciation of such
things. Huntington Art Gallery,

(0),-Architecture.-Some see, yet do not see, the great
buildings throughout the country. Congressional
Library.

(d).-Poetry.-'.Jilliam Shakespeare (1564-1615) has in his'
writings over five thousand direct quotations from,,
or allusions to, Scripture; and he quoted from fifty
of the sixty-six books. A. L. Tennyson (1800-1898)
and K. N. Longfellov^r (1807-1888) used Scripture quo
tations or illustrations continually. These writers
help us to see things v;hich v;e would not otherwise see.
From the great poets v/e learn how to observe and in
terpret,

(e).-Prose.-Much of it has value as has poetry. Ve can
read it profitably if we select v/isely. Read the best
works of the best writers.

c.-Imap:ination awakened by exercise.-This is the greatest of
"all means of "cultivating the imagination. It is the same
as the exercise of all of our facilities.

III.-Delivery of sermons,-
1.-Methods of delivery.-

Tl).-Recitation.-Repetition from memory what has been written and
learned. This is common.
a,-Advantap;es and disadvantages of this method.-
(a).-AdvantagesT-Mor'e complete preparation, practice in

v/ritiiig, and it can be filed away for future use. It
cultivates the memory. Any improvement of the memory
is of great value,

(b).-Disadvantages•-
a'.-Lg^ons "opportunity for correcting errors.-Such as

are obs^ved during" the process of delivery,
b',-Trying to recall v/hat comes next on the page.-
c'.-Time consum^ in prep(^^ion.-V/hoever uses this

plan spends "hot only time in preparing the mater
ial, but gives hours to memorizing*

d'.-Dread of failure.-This brings distress. The fear
that he"" wil"T'"~se^ or hear something v/hich will make

hii ■ him forget,
'■SS b,-Free speaking of a v/ritten sermon is not recitation,-When
llf the speaker makes ncThffort to remember words it is not

recitation. Free speaking from a written sermon is a
■ ^ variety of extemporaneous speaJcing. There is no difference
4- between free speaking from a vra-itten sermon and speaking
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from an unwritten sermon. If there is effort to remember
exact words then it is recitation,

(S),-Extemporaneous or free speaking,-Speaking without any
special preparation except"'the promptings of the moment.
This is applied to (1) preparation of the thought, but the
language is left to be suggested at the moment of delivery;
(e) notes made as help in preparation, but the'language is
left to be suggested at the moment of delivery, and (3)
after the message has been written in full there is no ef
fort to remember the words of the manuscript,

extemporaneousa,-Advantages and disadvantages ot spearning.

(a) »-Advantages of extenpofarTeous speaking,-
a',-Accustoms one to" think more rapidly,-Also v/ith

less dependence on external helps than if the
message is v/ritten in full,

b*,- Gives ease in delivery,-The oratory of George
tfliitefield (1714-1770) v/a's not that of a pre
pared sermon, but a burst of impassioned utter
ance like a geyser in eruption. He often spoke
with no more preparation than that v;hich came
while ho was speaking. Ho was full of his sub
ject, and impressed with its importance,.

c*,-Change the forms of expression at moment of
delivery ,~A.'oc"o'"rding' to tho feelings' of the
preacher and of the audience. If foolings run
high thon use impassioned language. Language,
v/hothor impassioned or not, should be in har
mony v/ith the foolings of tho audience. Every
preacher has had tho experience'of repeating
a sormon to different audiences, and found
different response,

d',-Method the majority of hearers prefer,_-Instead
of educating tlie "pe'ople to a method"wiiich they
do not like the preacher is to educate himself
into preaching in such a way as to hold the
people,-

(b) ,-t)isadvantages of extemporaneous speaking.-
a* ,-Ten(rency"to neglect prep.^mtionT^fter having

gainad ease in sp'eaking. This "tendency is to
be overcome through continued careful prepara
tion,

b',-Tendency to neglect v/riting,-As fluency in
speaking increases the contrast between fluency
and toilsome v/riting becomes too great. Both
the beginner and the experienced ready speaker
should ViTrite much and write carefully, Vfvite
not only sermons but articles of various kinds,
Vi'riting promotes accuracy of thought as well as
exactness of statement,

c* ,-Extemporaneous sermons are less condensed,■-
There is danger of wearisome repetition, con
cluding with no conclusion, or v\rith several
"lastly" remarks,

-Danger of making blunders in statements,-Say
things v/hich are inapplicable, improper or un
true, All speakers are liable to do this.
Preparation is a safeguard.
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e*.-Success of the exteriporaneous sernon depends, on
tir^lpVe "aT^tine of 'de 11 v e:r/ * -
The ciraiice of TaiTiiFe i^eeps sbrae'""fhon the ex
temporaneous method. The greatest of preachers
suffer from nervousness before, or at the be
ginning, of a message. ^),v.

b General advices concerning extemporaheous spealcing.-
"  (a) .-'(5are concerning he^th.-X speaSer^nieds 'great pov/er

of endurance," l!ental"v/ork is as taxing as any phy
sical labor,

(b),-Cultivate accuracy and rapidity of thinking,-T7e
need to discipline ourselves to follow a' train of
thought without interruption and without outside
help, 'Get all of the laiowledge of Scripture that
v/e can, and all other knov/ledge on general subjects,
and draw on that supply as needed. Think deeply
along many lines so as to have definite views, and
be able to state them,

to)»"'G-ive attention to the use of 7/ords in vnriting and
in conversatTon.^iorfn. tlTo habit" of "iTsifig exact terms
There is no marked difference betv7oen public address
and conversation on this point. In order to speak
v/ell for certain occasions v;o must speak well al
ways,

(d).-Arrange the sormon carefully,-If care is used in
arranging the" thoughts we v/ould have no difficulty
in remembering, but advance steadily from one point
to another, TTliat v;ill help the preacher v/ill help
the hearer also.

(e),-Do not take 'notes into the pulpit,-This is the best
and most d'oslrablo practice,

8.-Delivery as regards voice,-
(l)»"Ubnoral remarks on doliver^/'.-

a.-Reasons for failui-o,-
'  (^nrr-^rrovfi'nf" thoughts v/hlch have not boon /la

into our OTni thinking^
(bJ_,_-Bliying v/hat we d'b" ndP'^roally feel.-In that case we"

become cST actor , Say nothing but what you fool. .
An actor is an imitator. Try to be real rather
than to bo a copy,

b.-Requisites for effective deliver:'/,- ,
(a),~-^avo somothinrr to "say v/hich you are confident is

vjorth

(b),-Bo yourself.-
(8).-Tho voico,-

a,-Defcctg of the voice,-
(a),-Drav/1 ing,-Speaking in a slov/, lengthened tone,
(b' )'♦ -Imperfe ct arti culation ♦ -Words spoken that are not

understood, Demosthenes (383-388 B.C.) corrected
imperfect articulation by determination and prac
tice,

(c).-Harshness,-Unpleasant to the oar of the listeners,
and ia understood'imperfectly,

(d) ,-V'oak,-Somo voices, v/hich are v/eak by nature, can bo
corrected to some extent,

b«-ImprOvomont of the voice,-
TaTt'-'^ompassT-Or rang6""ovor v/hich the voice extends. The
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difference Tbetv/een voices is seen in both speakers
and singers. The desire is to project the voice,
and Bake it reach farther, without elevating the
voice and v/ithout straining it,
tion on snBa-xina„..far back in'the audience, and
trying to nake that one hear, will help; To reach
distance, especially in large audiences, on must
speak slowly and articiilate clearly. It is the
same v/hen speaking over the radio,

(b),-Agreeablenoss."The voices of some speakers are
attractive. Chrysostom (345-407) was called "The
golden mouthed",. '.T, J, Bryan (1860-1925) v/as
called "The silver-tongued orator", R, E, Speer
(1867- ) has a voice of such attractiveness that
it is spoken of by nearly all who ever heard him,

c,-Management of the voice.-T/hen actually preaching, '
(a)«"Be'gi'n"lov/,-"Begin low. talk slow; rise higher, take

fire". Some are apt to begin too high in the open
air, in large and unfilled building, or vhien ex
cited* Then it is difficult to lower the voice.
It is easier to raise the voice than to lower'it.
Repeat-efforts to correct the error will fail, and
v/hen impassioned utterance'is necessary, and when
the voice 'should be raised, the speaker v/ill
scream. Rarely should the voice be used at full
volume. There should always bo something held in
reserve,

^  ̂ )»"Maintain the volume to the last v/ord in the sen
tence,-It is a serious fault in some speakers to
lOTGr.ihe vpico tov/ard the"*close of some sentences,
and the words are not understood by the hearers,

5,-I)oliyory as-regards action,-Proodom and-variety are exhibited
in chiidreii, vdien talking to each othor, showing that the action
is natural. Adults lose tho pov/or which they possessed as
children, Thej?- become solf-^conscious, and can no longer forgot
themselves in their message, and the manner becomes unnatural.
Action is true only when it is snontaneous and done amconsciaus-
ly. Even a child becomes reserved as soo^n as he is aware of
being observed, Kov/ shall the preacher "become as a little
child" (Mat, 18;3) in this respect? He must care more for his
subject than for himself, and must remember that he is called oi
God to preach the Gospel;
(1),-Gesture,-Expression.-apart from'language, is seen in the

deaf and dumb people, and, also, in pantominei Thoughts
can be expressed by signs as well as by words. In some
instances gestures are more expressive than words. Beckon
ing is more forceful than saying "Come here". The shrug'
of the shoulders by the Erench people is very expressive.
When tiie speaker combines v/ords and sign language it rend
ers the message more effective. Not only the mouth but the
eyes and the expression on the face carry ideas.

Some men naturally have more gestures than others. The
more excitable peoples, as the Spanish, Erench and Italian,
gesticulate almost constantly. The English people are of

^  a different type,- C, H, Spurgeon (1834-1892) had an ex-
- traordinary voice, but almost no gestures, John Balcom

Shav/ (1860- ) considered one of the greatest preachers
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Of the Baptist denomination, made no gestures. Martin
Luther (1483-1546) vms almost violent in gesture while
preaching, Paul "Beckoned v/ith the hand" (Acts 13:16 21:40
26:1). Others (Lu, 1:22 5:7 Jno. 13:24 Acts 12:17 19:33"'
24:10). In ordinary speaking there is "little occasion to

k  gesticulate,
(2) .-Expression on the countenance.-Suunlication^ rebuke,

'  threatening, and the expression of sadness of joy. Often
it is superior to words. -To say "Leave the room" is not
as expressive as a glance, and then point to the door . To
say "Do not speak" is not as expressive as to put the fing
er to the^lips. The expression in the eye is so grea't that
it detemines the expression of the whole countenance. It
is almost impossible to disguise what v/e mean, A gambler
studies the eye of his opponent. Even animals are suscep
tible to its'pov/er, A Dog watches the ey-Q of his master,
and discerns, before a word is spoken, \'/hat to expect,
whether a pat of approval or a whipping. All of the pas
sions and emotions of the heart, in all degrees and inten
sity, oxpress themselves in the eye. "Jesus looked upon
Peter" (Lu.22:61)« Besides the direct power which the
speaker's eyes havo over the audience, it is by looking
that he catches the expression on the countenances of the
people in his audience, and he knows v/hether his message
is being accepted or rejected. The speaker is helped by
this look of approval, and misses it'v^hen it is lacking in
the audience. 'The look of attention, or the look of dis
interestedness, also is seen,

(5)♦-Posture.-
a.-Of the body.-In walking, standing or sitting, we should

take j^ins to acquire the habit of uprightness and ease.
Then in public speech there is little danger of assum
ing anything except an appropriate posture. The body
should be erect, A slight inclination of the head or
body is a natural expression, but there comes a change
as one gets into the message,

b.-Of the arms.-Eolded. up and down like a pump handle, or
flopping 'i'l'k'e a penguin,

c.-Of the "hands.-On the hips, with fingers fomvard indi
cates defiance, with fingers backv/ard indicates pain in
the back; clasped hands, over the abdomen; clasped
hands behind the back; clapping the hands; slapping the
thigii; banging the BibTe, or" fluttering; of the hands;
clenched fist; liahds in pocketsT either coat or trousers
or haniis' on "lapel of the coat. Gesture by the hands
can be very expressive, as arms extended, and palms up.
indicates pleading; palBis forv/ard, indicates desire for
the audience to bo quiet'."'

d.-Of the Feet.-Ear apart, or one for^'/ard. or restless,
fidgety movements,

(4).-Remarks "re'garding action of any kind,-
a.-Acts suggestive rathei?' than imitative,-To say "He struck

him on the back", and then try t'o^'lTct it out would be '
ridiculous, A Minister preaching in a University said,

V  "You shut your eyes to the beauty of piety; you stop
:  your oars to the call of God; you turn your back—",

and ho acted it by putting hands over eyes:, fingers in
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ears, and turning his hack to the audience. The message
V  v/as not attractive.

h.-Acts are not to he ez:ce5sive in frequency or vehemence»•••
'  "^00 frequent gesture, in'speakiiifT is like too frequent

italics in writing. The excess of anything has the
opposite effect from what the speaker intends,

lY.-Conduct-of nuhlic worship.-There is a neglect of thought concerning

and reading of the Scripture are not preliminaries, hut very impor
tant parts of the service of worship. The spirit of worship should
he manifest in all parts of the service,
1.-Reading the Scripture.-

(1).-Choose such passages as are devotional%-Eor instruction and
encouragement. The Scripture passage and the sermon should

■  harmonize. There should he variety, hut not novelty. The
passages selected need not necessarily hegin or end with the
chapter. The chapter divisions v/ere made 1250 A.D, hy Car
dinal Hugo de Sancto Cano, Some feel'that they must read an
entire chapter, however long or short, and only one chapter^
The chapter divisions sometimes interrupt the thought,

(2).-Strive to read well.-Daniel VJehster (1782-1852) once read Ps,
100 with marvelous effect on those listening, R. L, Cunmock

■  read I Cor.15, and R. I. Cooke read I Cor.13 in a very im

pressive manner. More care is used in striving to excel in
preaching than in reading the Scriptui-e. Good preachers are
numerous, hut good readers of Scripture are comparatively few
a-.-Requisites for good reading of Scripture.-

(a) ."Q-uickness of appreliension.-Get t"hT meaning at a
glance' out of a' whole sentence, keep in mind the en
tire connection, and read each sentence as part of
a great passage.' He need to he familiar v/ith v/hat
we. are to read,

(h).-Careful practice,-Perhaps only a few practice read-
ihg the Scripture in private before reading it in
public,

h♦"Element of expression.-
(a'}.-Emphasis,-It is false empihasis to'place it on the ^

v/rong v/ord (Lu,2:7 I Cor, 15;57), The difficulty
is due to the lack of comprehending the thought, He
rarely use false eraphasis in conversation. He may,
also, fail to distribute the emphasis, placing it on
one v;ord when it should ho on several words,

(b). -Interrogation.*• (liat, 25: 24-27 Acts 9_2_5),
(c),-Gesture.-Rarely used in reading except some natural

movement of the head or the expression on the coim-
tenance, .

c,-Importance of reading the Scripture well.-There v/ill he
some in the audience'who do not read the Scripture at all.
and some only rarely, and it is important that they hear
the Scripture. in ■ Church, Some read the Scripture i^vithout
comprehending it. Those who read the Scripture frequently
enjoy hearing it in the Church service. The reasons for
reading anything well apply more so to the Word of God.
Good reading will help to make the Hord of God clear.
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(3) .-Explanation in connection witli reading.-They are not to be
so niiSierous or eztensTve "a~s to take' attention from the pass
age. Explanation to awaken interest, and to indicate its
practical application, is profitable. Generally no comment
is best.

2.-Hymns,-
(1)« '-Little care in proper select ion.-Many do not realize the

power of sacred song. Some sele'ct at the first opening of
the book without care as to suitability to the message.
Hymns of different ages are in abundance, and suited to
every occasion. The minister needs to be familiar with the
hymn books in order to make a vd.der selection. Often Churcb
es get into a rut, and only a fev/ songs are ever used. There
is little variety. Quotations from hymns add more to preach
ing than quotations from any other source than the Bible,

(2)-Reading the words of hymns.-Y/hy read'v/hen about to sing?
It is to call attention to the words, and not to the tune
only. There is a message in the words, and man3'- of the
hymns have a definite history back of them,

(3)-Music of the hymns.-The superiority of congregational sing
ing is beyond question. In sorae Churches it is the custom
to have the choir do most of singing. There is danger of
crowding out the congregational singing. Singing is wor
ship, and it should be enjoyed by all.

3.-Public prayer.-This is an important part of the service of wor
ship^! He"who undertakes to express in prayer before God what
the congregation needs, must know the people and their needs.
He is also to give utterance to adoration, supplication, interces
sion and thanksgiving, and surely this is a great responsibility
It is a great privilege and responsibility to speak to people for
God, and much more so to speak to God for the people. Few ques
tion the propriety of preparing a sermon, but fev/ prepare their
hearts for the public prayer.
(1).-General preparations for leading in public prayer.-

a.-Fervent piety.-Habit of prayer in private in order to
pray in public. The onlj'' way to learn to pray is to praj
None will pray well in public who neglect prayer in the
private life,

b.-Familiarity with the Vrord of God.-For the fundamental
thought and language of prayer. The mind should be con
stantly stored v/ith manj'- devotional passages of the
Scripture, Ue need to use more the language of Scrip
ture in our prayers,

c.-Study the prayers of the Bible
(a).-WorshiTr aTnd adoration.-Pvsalms-and'Revelation.
(b) ♦ -Int erces ̂on » -Moses' ""(Ex. 3273X3"2"), ~ ̂ zra lEz'ra 9),

Nehemiah (Neh.Q), Daniel'(Dan.9) and Jesus {Jno,17).
■  {cK-Su-ppiication.-Solomon {IKi. 8), '

d«-Study devo'tional' bopks_;_-They are many, such as "Imitation
of "Christ""' "CS'A'Kem.pTs)'," "Still Hour" (Phelps), with
Christ in the School of Prayer" (A Murray), "Preacher
and Prayer"■ (Bounds) "Quiet Talks" (S.D.Gordon), and
many others.

(2).-Special preparations for leading in public prayer.-
a.-I'Iatter of prayer.-Simple, comprehensive prayer given by

Jesus, "After this manner" (Mat.6:9-13) ; ""'Mien ye pray"
(Lu.ll:2-4). Jesus did not give it as a form, or for
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words to say, but as a pattern. Some prayers are so
general that they include everything* Jesus was specific
(Jno.l?); Avoid giving instructions to God or to the
audience, exhorting the people or passing out compliments.

b.-Language of prayer.-
(a)«-Simple.-The natural language of emotion. It is the

poorest of compliments to say to a minister, "You
prayed an eloquent prayer". The earnest, fervent
prayer is to be desired.

(b).-Avoid pet expressions,-"Undertake", "Stop them in
their mad career, "Touch and tender hearts", "Save
us at last", "We v/ill be careful to give Thee the
praise".

(c).-Q.uote Scripture correctly.-There are many inaccurate
quotations. '"Thou cans"t 'not look on sin with any
degree of allowance" (Hab,l:13), "Where two or
three and there to bless" (Mat.18;20), "Ask large
ly" (Jno.l6; 24)« It shows how much we leam from
tradition,

4<-Length of the service.-
(D.-^Ttie service.-It depends on the locality or the circumstances.

The regular service of v/orship v/ill differ from a revival
service. In Eastern Europe the people will stand from five
to seven hours while the missionary will preach several ser
mons. In the revivals of a century ago tv/o-hour services
were common. Conditions were different then. The people in
the horse-and-buggy days v/ere not in such a hurry as people
in the automobile days. In places v/here the people walk or
ride long distances, and have a seinrice no oftener than once
a week, long services are acceptable. Only on special
occasions nov/ are long services acceptable. Custom is law
in some places.

(2).-The sermon.-
a.-Brief.'^an the subject be made interesting'and helpful in

a short time? Much depends on the subject, the personal
ity of the speaker and his delivery.

b.-Long.-There are subjects v/hich demand extended treatment,
and cannot be handled briefly.

5.-Pulpit decorum.-Much harm can be done by seemingly trifling acts
while in the pulpit,
(1).-Conduct during prayer.-Drinking water, looking at v/atch,

whispering, loo'king up hymns, and other elements of conduct
while prajrer is offered,

(2).-Talking during singing.-Better be omitted unless concerning
something absolutely necessary in the conduct of the service.
It would be wise to arrange everything before the service so"
as to prevent unnecessary conversation while on the platform.

(5).-Looking about carelessly.-Shows that the mind is not taken
up with the importance of the service.

(4),-:^eel after entering the pulpit.-Is it "to be seen of men",
(kat.eVs) because of lack of prayer beforehand, or for a
last moment preparation for the service? Many like the cus
tom, but, to others, it is of doubtful propriety. Better be
prayed up before entering the pulpit,

(5).-Avoid shov/ of irritability.-At inattention or misconduct in
the audience." ^VKen rebuke is felt to be necessary there had
better not be any shov/ of resentment. Public rebuke had
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better be omitted. The good that raight be done could be done
in some other v/ay. Private dealings work out better than pub
lic rebukes. No minister will have occasion to regret that
he remained silent when he felt moved to make a public rebuke,

'but will regret something said v/hen angry.
(6).Better "I" than the editorial or "royal "17e". May be more

egotism in the '^T/e" than the "I".
6.-Concluding remarks.-After all of the preparation, general and spe-

cific, for the conduct of public worship, we depend for success on
the Spirit of God. YThen the minister preaches the Gospel, relying
on God only, ho never preaches'in vain. Without the seeing of
manifest results at the moment, the service may be heard from later
or perhaps only in eternity. The service, seeming an utter fail
ure, will benefit the preacher himself and those who heard him.
"God's Word v;ill not return voic, but v/ill prosper in the thing
whereto He sends it" (Isa.55:10,11).


