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Introduction
I. Statement of the problem,

It is the purpose of this thesis to present the
analysis of the mystical relationship which exists between
Christ and the believer. Since there is some misunder~-
standing and misinterpretation in reference to the Christ-
ian conversion and relationship with God, this thesis at-
tempts to clerify the nature of the relationship between
Christ and the belisver and thus distinguish it from hea-~
then practices, However, since this subject is too exten-
sive to be dealt with at this moment, this theslis will
treat Paul's teaching found in his epistle to the Ephesians
only;

The thesis consists of three main divisions: (1)
Poundation of the relationship; (2) Nature of the relation-
ship; (3) Results of the relationship.

I1. The Acknowledgement of the work formerly done.

There are numerous books written on the Church as
a part of Systematic Theology, but most of them give more
space for the discussion of the Church organization and
function than its organism, Very few based their discus-
sion on Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, W¥hen it comes
to the matter of the union of Christ with the believer, :



there is hardly any materisl available. Therefore, the
main sources of this thesis are P, B, Fitzwater's Christisn
Theology and Augustus H, Strong's Systematic Theology with

several commentaries on Ephesians,
III, Thes method and procedure.

The method which will be used in this study will be
of the descriptive type. At first, all the terms and il
lustrations which deal with the subject of this thesis
will be collected out of the contents of the epistle.
Then, they will be classified and fully discussed under
each item. At the conclusion, the final summary will be
made upon this discussion,

The Greek text used in this thesis is Nestle's

Novum Testamentum (Graece,
IV. Expeocted findings of thesis.

A, The union of Christ with the believer is not some
sensational entity which is attained by men's effort.

B. It is a union made in the spiritual sphere and
is to be realized by faith,

C. This 18 the closest relationship man can enter
into with God, and brings glorious bleszings and priviledges.



Chapter I, Historical and Critical Background

I. Introductory matter about the writing of the epistle.
A, Authorship.

The external cvidnx;m that the Apostle Paul wrote
this epistle is abundant. Many early church fathers, ine
cluding Polycarp who was a disciple of John who ministered
at Ephesus towards the end of the first century, makes
reference to some phrases in this epistle., Clement of
Rome (95 A.D.) uses language resembling 1:18 and Lil-6,
Ignatius (115 A.D.,) both in his Epistle to the Epheaians
and Epistle to Polycarp refers to 3:3,4,9 and 5:25, Poly-
carp who was contemporaneous with Ignatius also refered
to 44:26 and 2:5,8,9, and Clement of Alexandria quotes from
5:21-25 end L3:13«15, It was Tertullian who discussed
the critical problem, saying "We have it on the true tra-
dition of the Church, that the epistle was sent to the
Ephesians, not to the Laodictnns,”aand he also mentioned
thet "it was Marcion that called it the 'Epistle to the

C. Thisssen,

Henry atroduction §ns#t
(Grand Rapide: Wm, B, Eerdmans Pubilish o the fov

p. 2395 and T. K. Abbott, A Critle Exegetical QF-
B e
2

lark, 1956), pp. ix-x,

Ibid.



Laodicieans',” This evidence 1s to show that the epistle
was in existence by 95 A.D, and extensively accepted from
the early days.

The internal evidence is as strong as the external.
It is written after Paul's usual pattern, and no radically
different doctrine was presented. In fact it has been
eriticized as being similar to the Eplistle to the Colossians.
However,"the passages in Ephesians are &s bold, free and
natural as they are in colouim."3

The epistle itself claims to be written by Paul,
saying, "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will
of God to the saints that are at Ephesus” (1:l).

The author refers to two things which are well known
in Paulfs 1ife: (1) his imprisonment, "For this cause I
Paul, the priseoner of Christ . . ." (311, 431, 6:20);
(2) his apostleship to the Gentiles (317, Acts 9:15, 22121,
16:17,18).

Moreover, as in 1 Cor. 15:9 and Gal, 1:1,12 so in
Eph. 3:3,8,9, he speaks humbly, yet with cenfidence of his
calling and 1llumination, which no other can imitats.

However, the genuiness has been douhted,

1. Relationship to the Colossians., De Wette sald

3
sians (Gg% g:?:;; c% %%% %3%.

P. xxxvi,
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thet it 1s a "verbose amplification” of the Epistle to the
Colossians and the style is much inferior to that of Paul.
John Eadie as formerly quoted, denies this for they show
the vividness of 1ts originality. The fact that the
epistle has L2 peculiar words to it is a strong argument
to this objection,

2. Lengusge, Just as stated, the epistle contains
42 hapax legomens, Many Pauline words sre used with dif-
ferent cannotation, Howsver, soms of his other epistles
have more hapsx legomena: Romans 100, 1 Corinthians 108,
2 Corinthiens 95, Galatians 33, and Colaus.m 38.5 There
is no set rule that the same person cannot use different
words and put new ideas in them, A man s¢o full of the
ideas and ccncerned with thes collateral thoughts suggested
by them in this occasion has a definite right to use the
styles and words at his will,

3. Subject. Some say that the discussion is somee
what frimsy. However, if the subject matter is different
and difficult as in this epistle, the style and langusge
will naturally be different. 'Thenrom ; these objections
may not be regarded as distructive enough to jeopadize the

L
Millm; szt m.' P. 2“'0

5
Mr, D.B, Pecota's lecture in the Advanced Greek
Course at Northwest Bible College, January 1960



genuiness of Peul's authorship.

B. Beckground and destination.

Ephesus was the capital of proconsular in Asis
since B.C, 129. Apostle Paul visited this city for the
first time during his second missionary journey. Due to
his obligation to & religious vow, he had to leave the
eity after a short stay. However, he left Priscilla and
Aquilla in his place, When Paul visited the city for the
second time during his third missionary jJjourney, he stayed
there for three years, and preached the gospel day and night.
8ince it was the hub of Roman transportation, the gospel
was spread not only within the city but throughout Asia,
Wonderful mirascles sccompanied his ministry, and many magi-
cisns were convicted and turned sway from their old way.
Their decision was so definite that they gathered all of
their books and burnt them before all men. However, the
tunult caused by Demeterius forced Paul to leavs the city.

Ephesus was known for its magnificent temple of
Diana which made great influencs throughout the land by
its magic and prostitution. "So universal was the grip
of this ideea of magic that even the Christians banked on
its powers after they were converted (Aets 19:13-20; 1 John

6
Actes 19:10.



5:21)“7Gnonticim was also in practice in this city. It
is the philosophy that the intellect was supreme and
faith and conduct are secondapy. This was chiefly treated
by John in his epistles., Some of the same words that were
used by those religious teachers are found in this epistle

to present the Christian doctrine. They are ML TIRI0Y
(mystery); Yo (knowledge); cop/a (wisdom); Tyiz/os
(mature); and Tveuua (spirit). "Paul may have used some
of those termes in a deliberate attempt to interest
Greek readers in the Gospel of God's salvation. "9

Doubts have been inserted as to itssz dutimtéon,
for the most important manuscripts, Aleph, B, and 67 do
not contain the word "in Ephesus” in 1:1:}0 "Lightfoot
observes that & reading in 8t, Paul's Epistles supported "
by I\ B 672 almest always represents the original toxt."n
Another strange thing is that there is no personal greestings
found in the epistle to the church which Paul was so inti-
mately associated, On the other hand so many other manu-
scripts contain the phrase "in Ephesus" and the patristic

7
Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Bibli ?olgu of
New Testament ( Chicago: mody’m:a. .l p-'}l%!

8 9
Ibid., p. 157. Ibid., pp. 157-8.
10 11

Thiessen, op. eit., p. 242. Abbott, op. cit.,p.1.



opinion is also in favor of this, The sclution perhaps can
be found by regarding this to be a circular letter. Perhaps
Paul left a blank after the word "the faithful"” to be filled
in with the name of the church to which the letter was
delivered, Or there was no blank, but later copyist in-
serted the phrase "in Ephesus” to the manuscript from
Ephesus. The testimony of Marcion to acknowledge this
opistle to be the Epistle to Laodicia was perhaps becauss
he saw one of the copies at Laodlicia or obtained it from
there. This theory would explein away the lack of person-
al greetings as well,

C. Occasion and date,

Being imprisoned at Rome, his heart was with the
churches in Asis which were born under his ministry. He
was espescially informed about the rising foe of Gnosticism
and the danger of it to the young Gentile churches., Perhaps
he felt the need of establishing them in Christ and make
their union with Christ as firm as possible. Thus he
decided to send this epistle by Tychicus, Since Tychiocus
is also the deliverer of the Epistles to the Colossians
and to Philemon, the date of writing of the Epheslans is
about the same time. Since there ies no mention of his
coming trial as found in Philippians, these three were
earlier in dates. It was perhaps betwesn 60 to 62 A,D,
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1I. Introductory matter about the theology of the opintio.

A, The use of the word "mystery."

The word "mystery"” means something unexplained,
unknown, or kept secret. This interpretation naturally
infers two ideas: one is something absolutely uncomprehense
ible, and the other something revealed to the initiated
one, but not to the others, Mystic iz one who claims to see
or know what is hidden from other mn.m

Often it is applied to the Spiritual things, for
spiritual things are usually unexplainable.

All religion must have a mystical element in them,
for they have to do with spiritual side of man, They
depend on revelation of some kind, for if it depends only
on historical facts and tradition, it becomes legalistic
and lifeless, There must be the third element which ties
up the religion and the man., This third element which ie
the personal inward experience, is the one which makes the
men religious. This is essentiel to mysticism, and withhnt
which religion can scercely exist. This forms the bond
between mysticism and religion.

In other words the mystice are those who are under

12
Cherles Hodge, Sys ic Tho%lm (New York:
. Charles Scribner's 3@:3:, s Yol, I, .61,
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the immediate guidance of the spirit of God. Hodge quotes,
e belisf Shat Ged may be Fnewn fave Vo face; vitheut
anything intermediate. It is a yielding to the senti-
B & o7t Taietoier'cs S &y e lon s
lation and love of Him, ' 13

This would include all the philosophical teachings,
not excluding pantheism, which would teach the identity
of union of God and the human soul, or sven the one which
teaches the direct intuition of the infinite being, Brah-
mins, Buddhlism, and many other Gresk philosophies are thus
placed in the category of mystiecism, For the basis of
above teaching, there must be a realization of the pressence
of the living God in the soul and in nature,

To obtain this faith three convietions are to be
held. The first is that the essence of 1life and of the
world is an underlying spirituality. The second is that
the religion is not mere mental assent, or institutional
affiliation, but life itself. The third is that the spirite
ual union may be attained by any man in this life.

In Christian teaching, there is a mystical phase
also. Since it is not a mere ethical tsaching, and its
canon, the Bible is not a mere history book, many personal

experiences are expected., Philip Schaff says, "It is the

13
Ibid., p. 62.
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conscicus effort of the soul to apprehend and possess God

and Christ, and expresses itself in the ut:crda. 'I live,

and yet not I but Christ liveth in me'" Therefore, every

true believer is & Mystic, "The Christian ideas of {llumine

ation, revelation, incarnation, regeneration, the sacra- P
1

ments and resurrection are essentially Mystical elements."

Often mention has been made to some Christian groups

in the history of Christianity as Christian mystics, mak-
ing e distinction from other orthodox Christisn bellevers.
In regard to this Hodge says,

It is the theory, variously modified, that the know-
ledge, purity, and blessedness to be derived from come-
munion with God, are not to be attained from the Seript-
ures and the use of the ordinary means of grace, but
by & supernaturel and immediaste divine influence (or
communication of God to the soul) is to be secured
by pessivity, & simple ylelding the soul without thought
or effort to the divine influx., 16

These people would assume that the feelings theme

selves are the sources of the knowledge, and try to pursue
them in their religious 1life, while the other think that
the feelings are the channels through which God makes the

truth known to the soul, These were often called fanatics,

. :

Philip Schaff, Histc f the Christian Church
‘(re{angxnapxd%?blm. B. ’Kiﬁi%ng %\'ibﬂ" ompany, 1910 o.)
(<] o » p- .

15 16
Hodge, op. git., p. 64. 1d.
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or spiritualists, They might be classified as a Mysterious
group rather than the Mystical group,

However, in any case human reason 1s not considered
a8 the great organ of tranamitting the truth, For anything
thet human reason can comprehend is not titled as Mystery.

Where Paul used the word "mystery" in connection
to his teaching of the Church, many theologians think that
he did not refer to the sbove stated first meaning that
is something unknown, or incomprehensible., Walvoord uyu,
"It is rather that the truth relating to the church was
once hidden, 1.e., in mlgld Testament, but is now reveal-
ed in the New Testament."” Concerning what was unknown
in the Old Testament, these theologians difer in their
opinions, OSome say, that it is the relationship of the
Church as the Bride of Christ,another that is the unity
of the Jews and Gentiles in Christ, and the other the live
ing organic nature of Church,

However, the first opinion, the relation of man to
God in the figure of marriage is not a new revelation
which belongs to the New Tesztament only. "In the 0ld
Testament Isrsel is declared to be the wife ofJehoveh, and
the entire Book of Hosea is devoted to a historical allegory

17
John F. Walvoord, "Premillennislism and the Church
as & Mystery," Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol, 111, No. L4l (Jan-
uary, 95&): P.e,
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18
of this relationship.” The second idea of the union of

the Jews and the Gentliles is not entirely new either. For
time and time again God showed H'mself as God of whole
universe and also His interests in the salvation of Gentiles
But the truth is, as Walvoord points out, the situation
as "Christ in 70u."1?3h11¢ the coming of Messiah both in
suffering and in gléry was mentioned, this relation has
never been mentioned.

However, the phrase "as it hath now been revealed"
(Eph. 3:5) should be noted, here, Because it shows that
the difference was the matter of extensiveness and not the
sub ject itself. The rolatianship between God and man was
known to a certain extent in the 0ld Testament times, but
not in the unique, close relationship in love., Therefore,
the word "mystery"™ in reference to the Church means both
in the sense that it 1s something unexplainable for being
a spiritual state, and in the sense that it was hidden in
& time and to the people.

B. Words which infer the relationship batween Christ
and the besliever.

18 ‘
Walvoord, op. oit., Vol. 111, Ne. 442 (April, 1954),
Pp. 102«3,

19
Walveord, op. git., p. 8.
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1. The use of the word =V in connection with the

name of Christ.
20

iv Xﬁ"’""‘,"\' )/1003 is used 8 times, v rw;‘

Xntorw 7/7 0o is found only onece in 3:11. £ l—rﬂ“
A 2 ~N el ,

’Igoou is in }221, £V _&erw ia used twice. .

T® _XpiwTwis found in 1:10, 12, and 20. &y _Kwiw

22,
is used comparatively more. 3$v 7w )Ty gz/vw is in

116 while 75 Xp(o7& 1s used in 2:5. The combination
of the two is found in 3:11.23

With pronoun 4U7i  the word is used in l:k and 2:15
and with & 1n 1:7,11,13, 2121, 3112,

Besides these there are :._ I.{L. m«gﬂx; 20700

‘ 2 3 </ ~ N
16 211, and 2v TW qud7! T Xpir700 4in v,13,

Thess expressions rever to the close relationship
which existed between Christ and the bellisver.

2, The use of the word _é_gé_ shows a similar relation-
ship.

They are J/a ’/gmo’(} _zgg/m‘af; of 1118, J> avzov
of 2118, and Jja 73U o7agged of 2116,

20

1:1, 216,7,10,13, 316,21 and 1:15.
21 22
1:3, Lhi32. 2:21,22, 421,17, 518, 6:1,10,21,

33 2 “\ ~ly A ~ > < ~
SV T 50"’”75" |no0s Tw Kupiw Jawv_,
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3. The use of the word _‘é_,_.

In 2:14 he made both one, 2:15 into one new man,
23116 in one body, 2:18 in one spirit, and one body, one
spirit, one hope of calling, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism and one God and Father., These show the oneness
which now exists between Jew and Gentiles in Christ, as
well as the unity between man and God.

4, The use of the prefix ocvv ,
cuvs {womrd n7zyv ,(he quickensd together); o-uvib:;,e-

:tv , (raised together); ocuvse xc: f.civ, (seated together).

_Q:%M;rro)\?le R (follow-citiszxsu); auva&p/ﬂokoxolyéy? %
(being fitly framed together). _oguvo.xodousicl: ,
(built together); wmg;gwf&m , (fellow~heirs); eru'cronuug
(fellowemembers of the bedy); og,u;/xérox_a?g (fellow-sharers),
U As Llirvor » (being knit together)

Some of these words show the experience that the
Gentiles had with the Jews, but others show human experi-
ences together with Christ in the great dispensation of
God. "Together" refers to the closest relationship.

2l
L:3~5.

a5
235,6,19,21.

26



5. Parables which teach the relationship.

There are three parables Paul used. The church is
illustrated as a bullding or a temple. It is fitly framed
together on the foundation which corner-stone is Christ,
and it has the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Another is the illustration of the Body., Every
member is knitted together under one head and grows up into
Christ, It shows the organic¢ union,

The other is of Bride. This is the closest human
relationship in love., This is what God instituted in the
beginning and no man is supposed to separate them, The
headship in the union which is Christ the Saviour is clearly
shown.

C. About the word £>Kk/\7a‘1/q.

1. Etimology.

The word has been translated as "church" in most
cases in the New Testament. The simplest connotation of
the word is "en assembly of body of called out ones."
However, in the New Testament, 1t is almost certain that
it is a translation of the Hebrew word Gashal which means
the congregation of Israel, which wers gathered together

27
‘before the Lord. The English word "church" is derived

27
Daniel Jenkins, The g8 of the Church
(Gurcsl;nseit;, New York: m empany, imc., 1955),
PP, -
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from another Greek word Av@/a golg that means "the Lord's
house. “28

Aceording to Fitzwater there are four different
usages of the word.zg

&) An assembly which means just a simple crowd
called together. (Acts 193:32,37).

b) A local assembly of believers which is the
same as the local churches in present day. (At. 15:41).

¢) The body of professing believers. This means
the visible church as & whole inclusive of all who made
a confession in regard to Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

d) The Body of Christ. This is so-cealled "ine
visible church” Soms 114 uses of the word, 1ll are used
in this regard, i

The third idea listed here refers to the body of
individusls who are called out of the sinful world, belie~
ved on Jesus Christ and regenerated through His blood
and have become the sons of God., Those people can be found
all over the world without any difference of denominational
affilistion, However, the fourth idea is more extensive

28
H. Orton Wiley, Christian %5 ology (Kansas City
Mo: Bacon Hill Press, i#SE!, Vol. s P. 203, :
29
P. B, PFitzwater, Christien Theol (Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Rerdmins Publiskisg USRSEie. TWIBT 5. heT.

30
Ibid.
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than the third., Because this church is composed of all

the saints who ere both living and dead. It has no time
limitetion either. For this is the ideal end invisible
eternal church which God purposed in Himself from the
sternity. Saints in the past, present and future belong
to this as long as they are united with Christ.

This 1s a great difference from other human socleties even
if they are of s religious nature. It is aleso distinctive
from the sense of local assembly, for in local groups thnrg
can be and actually are these who have no real experience
with God regarding to the salvation of their souls, They
might claim that they are members of a certain local church,
but never be able to claim that they are members of the
true living Churech of Christ.

/It is rather hard, sometimes, to distinguish the
usage between the third and the fourth; for they are used
almost interchangesbly. The church represented in the
third usasge is included in the fourth. The only difference
is whether 1t is present day's church or ineclusive church,
which point the Scripture does not distinguish in most

2. The origin of the church,
Originally the church was begun in the mind of God
even before the foundation of the world. It is connected

with God's eternsl election of the saints unto salvation,
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as well as with the plan of redemption. As the redemption
was planned on the basis of God's holy love for lost man-
kind, the church was planned for the glory of His grnco.31
The actual baginpins of the Church was on the Day
of Pentecost. Some say that the church was actually begun
when Peter made the confession at Cassarea Phillippi.
It is obvious that the foundation of the church is the
death of Christ, because the church is composed of only
those who are regenerated through the blood of Christ,
The redemption was completed when Christ was resurrected
from the grave. Therefore, "There positively cannot be
found & church, in the New Testament sense, where the death
of Christ on Calvary is not preached and believed, Because
Christ poured out His blood on Calvary, much fruit has been
brought forth."BzThiu is part of the reason why the word
"echurch" 1s not found in the 0ld Testament: the church
had not existed, and it was a uyltory.BBEvnn in the Gospels,
the word"church" was mentioned only twicc; and one of them
was the prophecy concerning it. This is & God's dispen-
sation peculiar to the New Testament., It is significant
that the church was born at the outpouring of the Holy
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Spirit, because the church had to exist in the dispensat-
ion of the Holy Spirit, There is & close relationship be-
twsen the Church and the Spirit of God.

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, the word "church”
is used 9 times, and six of them appear in the same context
which discussed the relationship of Chriat and the Church
in reference to a husband and wu‘o.3 The church is present-
ed as the fulness of God, the instrument to let God's
wisdom known and God be glorified, the temple of God, the
Body of Christ, and the Bride of Christ., It is also said
that Christ loved it so much that He éavo Himself up in
order that He might present it as & holy church without
gpot or wrinkle., With this purpose in view, Paul gives
practical exhortations concerning the walk, in the latter
part of the Epistle. In fact the Epistle itself composed
of the discussion on this special relationship of Christ
and the believer, both in past, present and future, It
is & real revelation of the hidden truth,
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Chapter II. The Foundation of the Relationship

The church consists of those who are sanctified
and cslled "saints". Many assoclations and institutions
of this world are founded on the baais of natural comple-
ments such as taste, ggalth. culture, nationality, the
social class, or sex. However, in the church these have
no part in the foundation. The foundation of the church
is threefold: (1) God's saerificial love manifested in
the redemption; (2) Believer's faith in Christ; (3) Defi-

nite experience of regeneration,

I, God's saerificial love manifested in the redemption,
It is God who first planned this new relationship.

God chose men even before the foundation of the world
'rer Bianolf.37xo, not only chose, but as the next verse
shows, predestined men unto sonship or adoption according
to Hie good will., This was done when even a single soul
was not yet crested. This was done in love. As the word
Yadoption"clearly shows, it is not by nature, but through
8 spesciel privilege. This means that bringing in some
one who is not a member of the family and unworthy for it
into the fellowship of the family. There is no other
intention doing this but by love. God does this Jjust from

36 37
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His own good pleasure. Th-ggtoro, the word "chose" is

in the dynemic middle form. That is the choosing for Him-
self, In other passage (2:4) Paul says "God being rich
in mercy, on account of His great love with which he loved
us . . ." and caused to alive together with Christ, It is
clear that there is no merit of human effort, It is all
God's,

The original planning was found in God's deep eter-
nal counssling, but its medis is Jesus Christ and his
redemptive work. Regeneration has to do with the impart-
ation of life to those dcadﬁn trespasses and sin, It
takes the blood of Christ. Only through His blood the
forgiveness of sins is attained, and thus qualified for
the new relstionship with Christ. Hunter says,

The true Church could not have existed until Christ

died; for she must be redeemed by His blood (Eph. 5:25-
27). The true Church could not have existed until HIls
resurrection; for she partakes of His resurrection
life, and she is the harvest of which He, in resurrect-
ion, is the "Firstfruits" in the New Creation. Thes
true Church could not have existed until His ascension;
for He must first become "head over all things to the
church, ™ Likewise, the true Church could not exist
until the advent of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost;
for she can be formed only by the present ministry of
the Spirit in baptizing all members into one b and

causing them to drink into one body and causing t
to drink into the Spirit (1 Cor, 12:14)." 4O

38 ‘ 39
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Thus God through Christ quickened those whom He
chose, and raised them from the dead and finally ssated
them in heavenly places with K&n.ul‘rbo purpose of all
God's work and effort was just to present the church holy
and blameless, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

The third person in the Trinity, the Holy Spirit
appears to be the executor of this program, and He seals
those who are regenerated and become God's special inheri
tance., "The seal of the Spirit is not something mysterious,
but the personal indwelling of the Spirit in the soul of
the redecmed." Apostle Psul in most clear and concise
way, speaks of the situation "for by grace ye were saved
through faith," ‘

II. Believer's feith in Christ.

Peul declares "in whom we have the freedom of speech
(holdz;ua) and access in confidence through faith in Him,"
and also "Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,"

Faith brings God's eternal program into reality.
Meyer says, "for the faith in the atonement made by Christ

N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1950, 2nd ed,), p. 205.
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(Rom, 111.25,30,a.1.) i, as the causa apprehendens of the
Messianic salvation, the necessary mediate instrument on
the part of man, "hSEven though God has predestined the
saints from eternity, it does not mean that the saints

are saved without their desire to be saved, Sinee God cre-
ated man as a free moral agency he would never intend to
violate it. Therefore, "no man is saved against his will;
and his duiro to bs saved is proved by hiz belief of the
Divine testimony." "

Faith is a living trust in Christ and all His re-
demptive work, It is an act of assent to and of accepting
what has been told. Lenski says "it is a trustful recep-
tion, "lﬂﬂhrlst is the sole object of this faith, that is
to say that the atoning death and resurrection of Christ
are the central object on which the faith is fixed.

Therefore, every sinner, in order to be saved, must hear
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the Gospel first, accept it and completely trust in the
Saviour.hq ;

However, the faith does not spring out of itself
on the soil of the human heart., It iz not a result of human
effort, Natural man cannot produce faith in regard to
his salvation, "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God."sernith is always non-self-causative
thing. In human relstions faith and confidence are pro-
duced always by others, by what they are and what they do.
Even decievers try to build the confidence in others to
fulfill their cunning purpose. Saving faith 1s wrought
only by the saving grace of God through the hearing of
the Word of 'rmth.Sleeo and the sternal counsel of God
is the source of salvation, and the faith is the instru-
ment, without which it is impossible to receive anything
from God. 2

III., Definite experience of regeneration.

Confession of faith iq Jesug Christ and the repen-
tance of former sins bring a salvation experience to the
person. All what has been done in the counsel of God becomes
his, He is sanctified, admitted to the common life in
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the unity with Christ, and receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit, Whether he 1s a Jew or Gentile, he is made near
to God, and even the household of God. He ls an heir,
member of the body, and partaker of the promise of God
in Christ.

The love and grace which spring out of God's eternal
counsel, and faith that is caused to spring out of human
heart by the saving grsace bring a lost sinner into an ex-
perisnce of regeneration; thus into the new relationship
with God and Christ.

53
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Chapter III, HNature of the Relationship

I. Unity with the Godhead,

Examining the uses of the word éﬁ_ in connection
with the title and pronoun for Christ, the word £v_ and
the words with prefix ovv , with other allegorical teach-
ings found in the Eplstle, the teaching of Paul as to the
relationship of Christ and the believer can be classified

ag follows:

A. From the ussge of the words.
1, What Christ is to the Church,

Christ is the Lord (1:3,17), peace (2:14), and the
chief-corner stone (2:20). He is the heead of the church
(5:23), the saviour of the body (5:23), and the bridegroom
of the church (5:23ff). Concerning the first two, the word
"our" is used in the passage to indicate the definite re-
lationship.

2, What the Church is to Christ.

Church is His body (1:23), the fulness of God (1:23),
the temple of God in which He indwells (2:22, 3:17) and
the Bride of Christ (5:23ff).

3. What God and Christ did.
God blessed (1:3,6, 2:7), predestined or chose (1:
4,5), quickensd, raised, and seated (2:5) as well as forgave
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(423).

Christ came down and preached peace (2:7), led
captivity ceptive(l:8), gave different gifts and ministries
(4311), loved men and gave Himself (5:1,25,26,27), dest-
royed the enmity, and made two nations, which aro-ﬂontilo-
and Jews, one body (2:15ff), and shines upon ths slesping
(5:14).

ii, What the Believer does in connection with Christ.

He puts hope (1:12) aend faith (1:13,15), hnarttéonpol
in Him (1:13) and the word of truth (4:21), receives the
share (1:11), experiences the new creation (2:10,15),
framed together as the building (2:21, 4:16), and have ac~
cess to God (2:113,18, 3:12), The Gentiles find the same
experience as the Jews in Christ (3:6, 2:13) and the spirit-
ual growth is obtained in Him (2:21, 4:20, 5:8, 6:10).
Daily living is to be conducted in obedience to Christ
(53244, 6:4-6, 4:320).

What Paul shows in this Epiatle is the close re-
lationship betwsen Christ and the believer which namely
iz onensss. The nature of the union is not (a) a natural
union, like that of God with all human spirits, as held
by rationalists; (b) & moral union, or union of love and
sympathy, like that betweon teacher and student, friend
and friend; (c¢) & union of essence, which destroys the



distinet personality and subsistence of either Christ or
the human spirits, as held by many of the mysties; (d)

a union mediated and conditioned by participation of the
sacraments of the church, as held by Romanists, Lutherans,
‘and High«Church Episcopalians, It is rather, a personal,
organic, and spiritual union.

B. From allegories,

Paul says in 1:1 that the saints are in Christ and
also points out that Christ is to indwell in their hearts.
In every one of the allegorical teachings, Paul stresses
this unity with Christ.

1. Allegory of a bulilding.

The building is to be framed together for the habi~
tation of God. Each believer ss a part of the bullding is
joined to the other and to Chriast the chief corner-stons,
This plecture implies to that of the Holy place of the temple
where God's presence was manifested. Faul says that the
church "is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all
in all® (1323).
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2. Allegory of a body.

The body is the body of Christ and the saints are
the members or parts of the body. All make up one body
and togethar they exist. They are united to the head which
is Christ. They can not exist without Christ, Where Christ
is, there is the church, Where is the church, Christ
meats and deals with the people. "One could sven say,
Christ is incarnate in the church.,” 6Body and its members
are inseparable, It is possible to exist only on the basis
of union,

3. Allegory of marriasge relationship.

The relationship betwesn a husband and wife more
vividly shows the unity of Christisn and Christ. This
relationship was first instituted by God Himself. When
God creasted woman He created from the flesh of the first
man, Adam., Therefors, when Adam first saw Eve, he uttered
"This is now bone of my bones, and flesk of my flesh"(Gen,
2:23). Christ taught that "For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall cldnvo-to his wife;
and the two shall become one rloah.'57wh;n they left their
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parents and married, they were no longer two persons,

They were legally and socially considered as one, By their
social relations, the two bodies actually becoms one f{lesh,
They belong to each other, and to ngeono else, Therefore,
they are not able to play harlotry. However, even this
union is not perfect, for the physical and material are but
ephemeral.

The Israellites were as wife to God, God loved the
nation, and separated them from all other nations of the
world, He dwelt among them day and night, His glory
would never depart from Isrsel. When lsrael was defiled
Hies name was defiled. When Israel was attacked, the Lord
salid that this is my battls. 9J'Mnh was their God ex~
clusively, and the Isrsaelites were God's people exclusively.
It was somewhat a mystical union, for it was closed to
the people from outside,

While was yet called Saul, he was persecuting the
churches. One day, he saw the light and heard the voice
from heaven on the way to Demuscus, The voice he heard
was not "Why persecutest thou the Chureh?" but "Why per-
secutest thou me?” He said that "I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest.” Thet means that when Paul persecuted the

59
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Church he was persecuting Jesus. The Church and Jesus
were the seme thing. "That was to say that when Paul had
stood, holding the zoats of the men who were stoning Ste~
phen, he 63“ witnessed the persscution of the Body of
Christ.:

The sufferings of the Church are nothing less than
the sufferings of Christ Himself. At the same time the
attributes of Christ become the possession of the Church
through this union, Therefore, it iz the fulness of him
that filleth all in all,

Peaul, himself experienced this union with Christ.
He said "I have been crupified with Christ; and it is no
longer I that live, but Christ liveth in m“.él‘mu passage
"God made us alive together with Christ . . . end raised
us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the hsaven-

ly places, in Christ Jesus" was spoken in the same way,.
II. Personal and mutusl unity with Christ.

The word "personsl"relationship means that (a) it
is the individuasl thing, that no other person can enter in
1t; (b) 1t is a person to person relationship; (¢) the
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intimate affairs which is the closest relationship, having
to do with the character,

A. Individual experience,
The relationship between Christ and the believer

is the personal or individual matter, As discussed pre-
viously in ths chapter for the foundation of ths relation-
ship, 1t is based on God's grace and man's faith, It is
not an institutional, or mechanical union, The persen
must hear the word of truth by himself, and believe it
for himsslf, He must accept Christ as his own Saviour,
Ho one else can do it for him, Buying indulgences,or
saving merits for other poraonnlis erroneous teaching of
salvation. Faith is the only means that brings God's
provigion into actual experience, and it must bs on the
individual basis, Therefore, ths unity which faith brings
is also an individual unity.

B. Person to person relationship,

It was God who chose the people; the people res-
ponded to it. There must be two personalities in this
relationship, There iz one on the acting part who is
Christ, and the other who is believing, the receiving party.
Therefore, it is distinctive from pantheism, Christ loved
and gave Himself, and men received Him., Christ preached
peace and both Jews and Gentiles bellieved 1t. Grace was
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given, and the faith received it.

There iz a will enfolded in this relationship, there~
fore it is not a mechanicel union, nor constrained union
by force,

There are three distinctive persons in the Trinity,
yet they compose one eternal Godhead. "They are other-
conscious inter-personalities. They are inseparably and
infinitely social as well as eternally sacrificial in re-
lation to each ethor.“szThn similar relationship is expect~
ed betwesn Christ and the believer. |

As the bullding, the bellievers are framed together
and grow into the Lord. Christ himself is the chief corner-
stone, The foundations and the the buildings on them have
mutual relationship, Either ons of them can not exist
without the other. The foundation needs the upper super-
structure, and vise versa, "The purpose of the cornerstone
is to hold two walls together and to support the super~
structure, Without Christ, therefore, the whole bullding
of the Church would collapco.“SBEach believer is streng~
thened by uniting each other and to Christ the head.

Almost the same thing can be said of the Body of
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Christ. The head alone cannot be the body and the members
alone cannot be called the body. They are complementing
each other and compose the perfect body. Nygren says:
s oS i e LR L 22 1,
a body in itself, viewed apart from the head, but it
é;rgg:th:::.ggé, :ﬁ Christ., The bedy of Christ is

Even after the Day of Pentecost, the Church could
not claim herself to be the Way, truth, and life. If she
ever did, she would be independent. She would be exalting
herself, There would have been no mutual relationship with
Christ, Actually without the foundations or Head, the
church could not have existed, The church must constantly
look back and ses the rock from which she is hewn out,

The marrisge relationship is based on the agreement
of the wills of two parties. There iz not only the physical
union, but the union of heart and purpose, Fhysically
they might be different: man is larger, stronger, bolder,
He is more qualified to be a leader than his wife because
of his mentel and moral abilities. The wife has her own
characteristics that the husband does not possess. There-
fore, he has his own part to ococupy and the wife has her

own, They cooperate and do their parts, then there is a

Anders Nygren, tr., by Alanx Csarlsten, Christ and
g___!_._u_qchumh (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1956 ¢.)
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perfect personal union, If Christ is going one way while
the Ghnrc%sia going in the opposite direction, there 1s

no unity.

C. The closest relationship.

Christ and the believer have the same life. Thay are
connected each other as if the same blood is going through
in their veins. They are no longer twe iipurato persons,
but one, "On the part of the betrothed there is entire
devotion and unflinching ridility.'66A; a man loves his
wife as his own body, Christ loved the Church and gave

Himselfl up for her with the self-sacrificing love, the
| Church shdéuld respond with the self-surrender of obedience.
The sphere of Christ®s activity 1s among the saints in the
church, and their world of activity i1s in Christ. They

67

are one., They live together, act together, suffer toge-
ther and rejoice together. "There is no union without

its rooiproeg% indwelling, and no indwelling without its
possession." They belong to each other, This 1s not done
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by mere conformity, but willing bestowal. Both parties
give themselves to each other, The husband lives within
the wife and the wife living in the husband, Just as the
tree is extending into the branches and the branches are
rooted into the tree. It is definitely not the pantheistic
but personal union,

They cannot be separated. "There is no hint that
that divorce is possible in this relationship (Eph. 5:22-
32)“69Thora is a declaration of love eternal, infinite,
unchangeable, incomprehensible, stated through Hosea; "I
will betroth thee unto me forever; yea, I will betroth thee
unto me in righteousness, ;.gd in judgment, and in loving-
kindness, and in mercies;”

Wherever He goes, she will follow. 713110 will keep
her eyes on Him, she will become like Hin.721'hnro is a
sweet union and communion for ever and ever.

III. Christ is preeminent in this relationship,

There ere three passages where the "head" is mentione
ed:s (1) 1:22, "and he put all things in subjection under
his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the
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church.” (2) 4:15, "but speaking truth in love, may grow
up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ."
(3) 5:23,"For the husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the church, being himself the
saviour of the body."

In Chapter 1, the preceding context shows that the
Christ was exalted above all things in the world, and the
following context, he is said to the head of the church,
"He, the exalted Saviour, the incarnate Son of God, c;atad
as head of the universe, is made head of his church,"

In the passage found in 4:15, the conformity of the
believers to Christ is spoken of. GSaints are expected
to grow and be conformed to him, for He is the head of the
body.

In the fifth chapter, the headship of Christ is
discussed in the marriage relationship. As the head of
the femily, the husband is expected to love his wife and
protect her from every danger, and the wife is expected
to obey and help the husband, It is noteworthy that here,
Christ is presented not oxﬁ.y as the head of the Church,
but also the Saviour of the same. Christ is the head in
the building, the body, and in the home.
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A, Federal head.

God made Adam as the head of the human race; that is
all mankind belengs to him and receives his ianfluence.
"Therefore his first sin affected the whole human ran."n
Under the headship of Adam all mankind, man and woman,
old and young, became sinnere., They have within them the
 inherited Adamic nature., As long as they are human, they
are under the headship of Adam. They cannet escape from
it.

God raised the second Adam, who is Christ. The first
Adar fsiled to keep God's commandment and to preserve the
peeace and life for his progeniture, while the second Adam
accomplished what the first falled. By his perfect obedi-
ence even to go all the way to the Cross, he purchased
the salvation. Then He arose from the death as the first
fruit of the new humanity of the new creation, This is
what Paul relates in 1 Cor. 15123, He is the first fruit
to the rest of mankind, And "that which happened to the
head, happens also to the whole bodv."n

B. Organic head.
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Paul often tells that Christ is the head of the
church and the church is His body. Their relationship is
the one of the head and the body. 4:16 explains thus: "From
whom all the body fitly framed and knit together through
that which every Jjoint supplieth, according to the working
in due measure of each several part, maketh the increase
of the body unto the building up of itself in love." The
chureh was not only originated by Christ, but alse in Christ
and it can not exist for a moment without Christ, for there
is a vital relationship as an organism,

Their relationship is reciprocal; they depend each
other, yet the priority is always in the Head., When the
member of the body is cut off, the Head may still live on,
but when the Head is cut off the body dies immediately.
This is i{llustrated even in the parasble of the Vine and
the branches. The tree is the source of 1life in the branches.
They are dependent on the tree for their existence, Church
is solely dependent on the Head, Christ. Without which
the Church cannot be the Body of Christ.

| Christ is the head of the Church in the sense that
the head directs all the movement and activities of the
members. The members can not move by thailr own will and
desire, beceuse they do not possess the mental faculty.
They are directed by the order which comes from the head.
Members do not tell the head what to do, for in the head



41

there is the control of the whole body. By what Christ is,
the church can be what it is today. R

Head is also the center of the rnunx m paln&;
disorder of the smallest nerve or fiber vlbrqtn to the: hoid
and there it is felt, Thus the sufferings of ﬁnp mombers |
are at the seme time the sufferings of the head, and also
of the whole body.

C. Ruling head.
Christ is shown as the ruling head of tho ehureh

in the passage of the discussion concerning tho hnabnnd
and wife, He holds the authority and gcurnupt in the
home. This is God's order from the beginning. 'i'ho man was
created first and the women was crested afterwards’ Lor
the man, Man is appointed as the csnter of ﬂu hm.ha).d.
What ever he decides in connection with the family affairs
that is absolute. He is the strength of the hmu. alsi?.
Wife receives her help from him, His 1nr1ucne:i‘o’l is tnlﬁ :
by every member in thefamily. The housshold h mmuﬁﬁ-
ed by the man, He 1s the protector of the rn;uy.,u wol\l ;
as the blesser of the housshold, He 1s the one who decides
the walks of the femily., Therefore, Paul says that he is .‘
also the "Redesmer of the body. "Umt is "not only its
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Redeemer by an act of atonement, but its continued Deliverer,
Preserver, and Benefactor, and so is deservedly its nnd."7

He is the one who bestowed the grace, and gave the
gifts to each members accordingly. "He gave some to be
apostles; some prophets; and some, evangelists; and soms,
pastors and tuahorn"?sm dispersement was according te
His will. The members have no right to murmur or complain
ag to the gift they received. This is given by the head,
for the perfection of the body.

Christ is slso the head over all things. Everything
was placed under his feet. He is the Lord of lords and
the King of kings. He himself declared that "A;{% authority
hath been given untc me in heaven and on earth! To be
united with the Head is to be united with the King of the
world., By uniting with this head, the Church will reign
with Him for ever,

IV, Orgeanic and vital unity.

- From the foregoling it is obvious that the union is
organic, The body is a living organism, The limbs cxist
for the heart, and the heart for the limbs. Each member
of Christ's body lives for him who is the head; and Christ

1
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the head equally lives for his members. Organism is some~
thing living. Therefore, in this relationship between
Christ and the believer, thers must be the stream of life
flowing throughout,

The members are interdependent. Five parts of the
body are fitly built together. Each organs are clossly
related together. Eviry mustle and nerve 1s connescted to
each other. Every joint is united to sach other. No part
is independent. They work togethsr. They are most
vitally united to their head. The members may hot be
connected each other in a direct way, but they are all
connected with the head, Through their one commun head,
they are united to sach other, Without their relationship
with Christ, there 1s no true fellowship among Christians.
They are united only through their unity with Christ
by faith,

it is a vital union, There are many members in the
body, but they are all "bound together by the vital influence
derived from the hnad."77As the flow of life goes through -
every part of the body and vitalizes its systems, divine
inflluence clows from Christ the head into every member of
the body, and distributes the life eternal.

77
Hodge, op. eit., p. 2ik.
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Christ said, "Iam the Life," "I came that they may
have life, and may have it abundently,” and "I give unto
them eternal 11:0."78’"&0 body derives its vitality end
power of development from the hud."nhthon a man unites
with Christ, he is connected with the Life. And the etermal
life flows into his whole being and quickens him, A4s the
result, rivers of the living water will gush out of his
inner being. Therefore, on the other hand, once they m
disconnected from the head, immediate \dut.h comes upon
them., They are in an inseparable rolntiggship.

"Por we are members of his body." "This form of
expression,” Meyer says, "is & reminiscence of Gen, i1i, 23.
Adam expresses the origin of Eve out of his bones and out
of his flesh. "Blchrictim receive their life from Christ
as Eve did hers from Adam, Christians partake of the 1life
of Christ as Eve was the partaker of Adam's liro.eaEvo
was made out of Adem's flesh. In allegorical parallel,
Christ gave his flesh to eet and the blood to drink in
order that they may partake of His life.

At the last supper, Jesus said to his disciples,

78 79
Jobn 11:25, 10:10,28, Esdie, op. ecit., p. 324.
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83
"take, eat; this i1s my body" The word"eat" is normally

used to describe ths action of animals moging grass.
This is no discreet swallowing of & wafer.: Therefore,
according to Jesus, it is the munching of His flesh. No
one has used such a forthright and intense expression to
describe the relationship that existed between Christ
and the believer, It is more realistic than spiritual.
Christians chew the flesh of Jesus, the son of God, and
the flesh becomes their flesh end his blood their blood,

In this regard, Kenrick says, that the temple of

God, and the bride and bride-groom may be the metaphor,
but "we must discard the use of the word 'ngg;phor' when
applied to the phrase 'the Body of Christ!"

For in the words of the distingulshed New Testament
scholar J, A, T. Robinson, to say that the Church is
the Body of Christ is no more of a mstaphor than to say
that the flesh of the incarnate Jesus is the body of
Christ?! Neither of them is "like" His Body (Pa
never says this): each of them is the Body of Christ,
in that each of them is the physical complement, and
extension of the one and the same Person and Life, 86

The Church is actually the Body of Christ. That

is the Spiritual body in which Christ was raised from the
death and lives forever, If so, the body in which the be-

lisver joins together is the body of a new creation,
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V. Unlimited spiritual unity.

A. Spiritual unity.
The spiritual unity means (1) Unity whose nature
and sphere are spiritual; (2) Unity which is wrought by
the Holy Spirit.

1, Unity whose nature and sphere are spiritual.

It is obvious that the unity of Christ and the belie-
ver 1s not the physicel unity., Because Christ is not
physically manifested on earth, it is impossible for a
man to unite with Christ in the flesh, Tho‘dnya that
disciples could see Him with their eyes and handle with
their hands are eternally gone. Therefore, it is of morsl
nature rather than the materialistic and physical unity.
~ Union after the spirit is superior to the one of the flesh,
Physical unity is temporary, but the union of the spirit
is eternal, Even in the marriasge relationship, youthful
passion from the natural desire last but a short peried.
Nevertheless as the couple live along and cultivate their
love in and through their 1life experience, they reach
the spiritual unity. They exist only as they are and
eh 4n any other way. This state might be called an
identical union,

The union is entirely in the spiritusl realm,

Since 1t is the union with God it can never be physical.
It is also the unity with the resurrected Christ. The
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process of unity is by quickening, raising and seating
with Christ in the Heavenlies. It is the unity with the
resurrected body of Christ. It is a spiritual ng;! that
iz a Spirit-quickened body, & Spirit-filled body, This
is a matter of spirituasl sphere. The death with Christ
does not put the believer actually on the cross. Being
raised with Christ does not mean that the bellever ceases
to live in this world physically. This is all in spiritual
realm, "Heavenly places" is a peculiar word in the Epistle.
It means the supra-mundane, sggra--on:unl. eternal order,
which is the spiritual world, This is not the distant
future but the present. This is to be perceived by faith
and not by sight. The characteristics of the unity is
gimilar to the one of the Trinity. Three persons in one
perfect unity is only comprehensible in the spiritual
realm, It is also true that this unity is possible due
to the fact that man is spiritual being as well as physi-
cal being. It is the unity between man's spiritusl part
and God who is the Spirit.

2., Unity which is wrought by the Holy Spirit,

"In whom ye also arcaguildod together for a habita-

tion of God in the Spirit." Hodge takes this as "Ye are
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builded by the Spirit into an habitation of God.‘gorhn
Holy Spirit is the bond of unity. As presented in 2:18
the Holy Spirit enables both Jews and Gentiles to have ac-
cess to God the Father, God bestowed his grace, Christ

by dying on the Cross completed the redemption, and it is
the Holy Spirit that brings this into the human heart.

As an executor of God!s soveriegn will and also the suc-
ceasor to Christ on earth, he constantly deals with the
human heart., He is the one who gives influence to man and
creates the desire to come to the Lord. He is the Spirit
that goes between God and man and intercedes for him, He
applies the salvation of God prepared by Christ to the
human heart. Both Gentiles and Jews have access to God
through His ministry. Thus he builds the temple of God on
earth, Then he seals the believer as God's special pos~
session, The believer is therefore assured of his salvat-
ion with the earnest of the Spirit in his heart. The pract~
ical application of the salvation is all done by the Holy
Spirit. The spirit is one. There 1s no other spirit.

One spirit unites the believer with Christ in one body.
There is a perfect unity. |

B. Unlimited unity.

0
Hodge, op. eit., p. 154.
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The church is permanent, eternal. Death can not
take the believer ocut of the church, Nothing can separate
the children of God from Him. As long as he is a Christ-
fan, he is in the Church. If the man has never been born
again, he has never been in the Church, never united with
Ghriont.

The Church is His Body, which is endowed with supere
natural power, and it is full of it. It is the fulness
of that filleth all in all. "In Him dwells all the fulness
of the Godhead bodilj, and in Him ye are rimd??;ehriat
ie the fulness of God, and the Church is the fulness of
Christ. It is the fulness of the fulness, Christian
experience in the union with Christ has no limitation,

It 18 eternal; It is infinite, Should the limlitation be,
that is the limitation of God Himself,

91
Col., 2:9,10,



Chapter IV, Results of the Relationship
I. Creation of new man,

"When ye were dead through your trespasses and sins,”
"when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ," "and raised us up with him, and made
us to sit with him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus;"
"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, "92

Men were dead in their sins and trespasses, Adam
was first created after the image of God and reflected His
righteousness, but he lost it afterwards by sin, The new
creation is to form a new image of God in m.”christ
came down from heaven and took a sinful human body, and
died on the Cross to pay the reansom. On the third day,
he rose again from the death victoriously. He conquered
over sin snd death. 014 Adamic body was corrupt, but He
came out in the new spiritual body. The sole purpose of
this was to quicken those who were dead in trespasses
together with him, to raise them up together and cause
them to 2it in the Heavenlies with Christ. It was nothing
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but the creation of & new human race. Paul uses the words
"old man" end "new man" to denote the difference of the
cx'catien.g The old man belonged to his head old Adam, '
His entire course of 111‘. was Adamic; that is earthly.
It was carnal. It was after the prince of the power of
the air. He followed the spiritual pattern that was evil,

The word _qi_ig_ (alr) meens air or darkness from which
the meaning derived to show the spiritual sphere where
evil spirits operate.

He was under the curse of the law and his destinat~
ion was death and eternal destruction,

However, God by His mercy and grace, united them
into the spiritual body of Christ Jesus. He is now a
new man., His whole being is changed. "If any man is in
Christ he is a new creature; the old things are passed away,
bshold, they are become nw."gsOld body is dead; Adamic
nature is crucified. His locality of life is in "heaven-
1y places with Christ.” He is following new principle of
life., His habit and character is completely new, As Christ
rose up from death, the believer is also resurrected.

This was done completely by God's grace., It is
the free gift. There is no room for any man to boast about
it. What he did was just to accept it through faith which

9, 95
“Bph, k122,23, 2 Gor, 5117.
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was bestowed by God within,

~ He that chose Jewish believers into the union with
Christ by His sovereign will now chooses Gentiles also
into the same state on the same basis., This was not done
by the media of Mosale rituals. Christ fulfilled the law
so perfectly that it had no more to auk?élaw both Gentiles
and Jews are standing on the same ground that is Grace.

No Gentiles were formerly allowed to go into the
inner court of the temple without the penalty of death.
They were separated by the wall of enmity, and the Gentiles
were far off from God having no part in God's grace and
blessing. However, Christ destroyed the partition, and
reconciled the two in one body. "To be in Christ, which
is the portion of all who are saved, is to partake of all
that Christ has done, all that He is, and all that He will
ever bc.“97

By one death, in one body, through one blood, both
have access to the Father who is one., There is one Body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one falth, one baptism, one God the

Father, and one new man,
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The newness K4/ o3 (and not _’_’_{_{2_‘) shows some-
thing different from the old. Church is now compoced of
believing Gentiles as well as believing Jews, There is no
Jewish fence of partition. Any believing man can come
into it without hesitation. The eternity will show that
among them are the people freom every tribe, tongue, psople
and nation. They are no longer Jew or Gresk: They are
Christfans,

II, Forming of Christian personality which constantly
grpwe towards perfection.

The new man in Christ Jesus is expected to grow.
He 1is & living creaturs. In the metaphor of the bullding,
the spiritual building was to grow in the Lord. As the
body of Christ, the believer was expected to grow as an
organic unity, alsc. The new born babe must grow, The
growth must be consistent until he becomes & fullegrown
man,

At the beginning of the Chapter ; where Paul dige
cusses the matter of growth, he exhorted the Ephesians
to "walk", This is the Hebraism., It means "to live a
life"«~constant daily trodding of life's pathway. Walk’
is consisted of sach step. Step at a time., It 1s similar
to a constant growth of a body.

"Full grown man" means not an old aged man, but a
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fully developed matured person. The full grown men is the
fulness of Christ. The Body of Christ is the fulness of
Christ. The full grown man is the Church itself, The Church
is exhorted to grow unto its full stature.

The perfection of each Christian is determined by
his true relation to Christ., For he is designed to be
conformed to His fulness in the eternal counclil of Geod.
This is to attain the perfection of Christ. Abbott says that
it is "the full possession of the gifts of Chriut."vg‘ﬂaro-
fore the exhortation was to walk according to the call
wherewith he was called. When he can reach perfection,
no one knows, Perhaps it is not until the marriage supper
for the Lamb of God., Even as it is, the perfection must
bs pursued.

His walks of life must be different., He 1s %o
put on the imege of Christ., "de get grown up in every
respect as our relation to him requires of uu.“mo

In order to fulfill this, Christ gave different
gifts and ministries in the Church, so that they may be
helped and not to be tossed to and fro like a ship in the
storm, by different teachings,
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As for moral perfection, Paul gives many practical
exhortations, That is not to walk as unregenerated Gen-
tiles, but te walk in love and 115!;%.101906 is both love
and light. He that belongs to the source of love and

light should walk accordingly.

III. Believer's victorious living in the world.

Paul based his discussion on the fact that the man
is a spiritual being as well es physical, He called in
one place "inner man." He admitted also that God is Spirit
and at the same time he accepted the existence of evil |
spirits or spirituasl power which is antagonistic to G!otrl.m2
The unregenerated man belonged to this prince of the power
of the air, But when he comes to Christ and is regenerated
he is delivered from it and becomes the partaker of God's
spiritual blessing. That evil spirit is characterized as
darkness and disobedience. Pasul thereupon admitts that
there 15 a constant warfars between God and the evil spirit
as well as between saints and the spiritual forces. The
new crestion meets diverse temptations. )

Thaet is why the apostle urges the saints to put en
the whole armour of God to be able to stand in the evil

103
days. Saints are not expected to fight with thelr own

101 102 103
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armour or by thelr own human power, If thay stand by their
own power they will utterly faile. Paul says, ;loaz strong
in the Lord, and in the strength of his might."

The armour which is provided by God is compossd of
righteousness against the evil nature of the enemies; of
peace against the discbedience; of faith and salvation
sgainst darkness; and of the Word of God and prayer against
the wiles of the devil,

No matter how strong the evil forces are, the belie-
ver does not need to be afraid., Becauss when Christ died
and was resurrected, God put all the principalities and
powers under His feet. It ia not only for time--past and
present--, but for eternity. Christ is above every possible
thing in the world and the world te come, He put everything
that cen be named under His subjection, v

By the unity with Christ the bellever iz placed
above all things. As Christ 1z victorious over death and
hell, the saints in Christ are also the victors. "We are
more than a match for m mightiest forces of hell; we walk

upon our high places,"

104 1085
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Chapter V., Findings

From the foregoing study the following can be

summarized as the conlusion.

I. The union is not some sensational entity which is
attained by men's effort., It is solely based on God's
mercy and grace, This was planned even before the foundate-
fion of the world in the depth of God's sternal council.
It was completed by the redemptive work of Christ on the
cross of Calvary through His blood., The Holy Spirit is
the executor of the program on sarth, Man'’s work or effort
is not counted as the basis for attaining this union,
He is a lost sinner snd has no standing ground before God.
It is only by the Grace of God and through faith.

Whether this union brings an ecstatic experience

or not iz undeterminable, because the epistle does not
deal the emotional aspect of the union., However, the silence
may infer that the union does not necessarily accompany
some sensational experiences., Nevertheless, the union brings
a radical change in the believer's life, It is likened,

therefore, to be a new creation,

II, Spiritual union which is to be realized by faith,

This 1s a matter of spiritusl world, and not of
physical world. Therefore, it is wrought by the Holy
Spirit into man's spiritual part in the aphere of the spirit.



The union is hence imvisible, but real. It can be felt
within the spirit.

Falth is the gcausa apprehendem, which brings the
union into fully personal realization, The faith 1s created
by thn hearing of the Word of Geod,

III. The closest relationship which brings great blessings.

The oneness is shown by several ways in the epistle,
It 1s a personal union based on the will, That is the
univ.fn of the characters. Also it is en individual thing;
no one else can enter into it, Each individual must exer~
ei-; his faith and experience it for himself,

It is an organiec union, The boli&nr is connected
with Christ and sustained by the life He gives. There is
an organic functions bctwoém the seints and Christ, Its
head is Christ and He demands the subjection of the members
of the body. But he at the same time is the Saviour,
Christ and the bellever are Jjust one as one complete body,
or a loving husband and wife who are brought together
through thelr marriasge vow, There is no separation expected.
Separation msans the death,

The new man in Christ must grow unto t'ho perfect
stature of Him, There is some expected temptations, but
through the union with Christ, the believer is victor of
all things like Christ was, As Christ is above all things
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the believer is also above all things in time and eternity.
All the blessings dwelt in Christ, the fulness of it, 1s
the inheritance of the believer, It is spiritual, but

it is more actual and realistic experience to be united
with Christ in faith., It is not only the matter of tempera-
mental state, but the Life itself.

Conclusion., Import to Theology as & Whole

The union of Christ with the believer is one of the
foundations of Christianity. Without clarifying this relate
ionship, all other theological arguments ere like building
an air-castls, Therefore, it was the little attempt of
this thesis to clarify the nature of this relationship
from the Biblical theology standpoint, especially of the
Ephesians,

In order to complete the work, further study on the
sub ject based on other books of the New Testement is sug-
gpstod;
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