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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM, DEFINITION OF TERMS AMD ORGANIZATION OF STOUT

The accusation that Assemblies of God youth do not knee the 

doctrines of their church has been often repeated. Yet, seugr ministers 

and educational leaders of the fellowship have maintained that the 

youth are knowledgeable of the doetrinea o f their ohureh. The majority 

o f the claims made by the proponents of both sides have been based on 

limited observation, end experimental evidence has not been presented 

to  support the contentions of either side. This study proposes to  

provide evidence that can be called in to  support the contentions of 

the proponents of one o f these two views.

I .  THE PROBLEM

Statement o f the problem. The Scriptures entreat, "Let no man 

despise thy youth; but be them an example o f the believers, . . . give 

attendance to  reading, to  exhortation, to  doctrine."*  The Scriptures 

regard knowledge o f doctrine as important for youth to  avoid being 

"tosaed to  and fro , and carried about by every wind o f doctrine, by 

the sleight of men and the cunning craftiness, whereby they H e in 

wait to  deceive,"2 and to  "be ready always to  give an answer to  every

h  Timothy Ut12-13 

2 Ephesians lit lit
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man that asketh you a reason o f the hope that is  in you with meekness 

and fea r .*3

I t  was the purpose) o f th is  project to  determine how well 

Assemblies o f God young people knew the doctrine* of their church.

Importance o f the study. Since the Assemblies o f God are 

engaged in  preaching and teaching relig ious knowledge) doctrine can not 

be avoided. The Assertblies of God maintain their identity from other 

relig ious bodies because o f doctrinal issues, Therefore, questions 

about how well the young people know these doctrines should be asked 

and deserve an adequate answer. This study nay answer these questions.

The results o f th is study nay have ram ifications that w ill  

d irectly  bear upon the work o f those who prepare the curriculum for the 

Sunday School materials and the C. A. study courses^ as well es upon 

the preaching o f the ministers and the work o f the leaders and teachers 

in a l l  educational endeavors in  the lo ca l churches. The conclusions of 

th is research may serve to  provide some answers to  the questions about 

the church drop out.

Limitations o f study. This study was limited to  Assemblies of 

God teen-agers (ages 15-16-17) who attend Sunday School in selected

churches in the states of Pennsylvania, Georgia, Wisconsin, Kentuoky,

hPeter 3*15

% or defin ition  see Section I I .  Definition o f Term* Used.
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North Dakota, Kansas, Dragon, and Arizona.

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

To assure that thara w ill be no dsunderstanding about the 

meaning o f tanas, the following teres are defined thus*

General Council o f the Assemblies o f God. This tare referred to  

that association o f self-governing pentecostal churches, whose head

quarters are at lU±5 Boonville Avenue, Springfield, Missouri. This 

international organization through i t s  biennial General Council and/or 

through i t s  elected o ff ice r s , sets general p o lic ie s  and performs the 

national and world wide ministries fo r  the church.

Doctrines. This ter® referred to  that stated body o f b e lie f  

known as the "General Council o f  the Assemblies o f God Statement o f 

Fundamental Truths" as i t  now appears in A rticle  V o f the Constitution 

o f the General Council as revised at the 1961 General Couzusil.

C, A, study courses. This ter® referred to  the educational 

material o f the Christ*s Ambassadors, the denomination's youth 

fellowship.

III. ASSUMPTIONS

This study was begun with the assumption that i t  was possible 

to devise s to o l that would measure how w ell Assemblies o f God young 

people know the doctrines o f their church. I t  was further assumed
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that this to o l of measurement could be administered to  a su fficien t 

number o f young persons to  result in a valid study.

IV. QHQANIZAflOS OF THE STOUT

The remainder o f th is  study i s  to  be organised as follows} 

Chapter I I  w ill give a review o f literature* This w ill  Include a 

review o f research on related areas of study. I t  w in  include a review 

o f texts, periodical literature, pamphlets and booklets related to  th is 

study. Chapter I I I  w il l  give the basis of the criter ia  and procedure 

for evaluation* Chapter IV w in  report the results o f the study and 

interpret the resu lts. Chapter V w ill report the conclusions drawn 

from the study acid summarize the study. In short, It  w ill  attempt to 

determine the knowledge o f Assemblies of Cod youth of the doctrines of 

their church.
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a m  SWOF LITERATURE

The body of literature dealing with Christian b e lie f  and 

practise is  voluminous. Since the time of Christ, every generation 

has contributed to  the body of Christian writing. These materials 

appear in period icals, theses and dissertations, and in books. From 

these sources materials wera sought that would assist in  determining 

how w ell Assent*lies o f God young people know the doctrines of their 

ohuroh.

I .  HISTORICAL REVIEW OF RELIGIOUS TEACHING

The history o f teaching relig ious b e lie f  i s  smbeded in early 

Jewish practice. The Old Testament bears witness that those who served 

the Lord obeyed Hie command to  teach Hi* law. Moses said, "I  have 

taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord ay God commanded

In early Jewish l i f e  the home was the center of re lig ious train

ing. Moses recordedt

And these words, which I  command thee th is  day, shall be in 
thine heart* and thou shalt teach them d iligen tly  unto thy children, 
end shalt talk of them when thou s itte s t  in thine house, and when 
thou walksst by the way, and when thou lie s t  down, end when thou 
r isest up. And thou shell bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as fron tlets  between thine eyes. And thou shalt

^Deuteronosy ht5
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writ* tbe« upon the posts of thy house and thy gates.2

Through out Jewish history teaching m s emphasized, although i t  

varied under the judges, prophets and kings. Teaching was very prom

inent at times like that of Samuel end the school of the prophets.

King Jehoshaphet and his trained teachers went into the o it ie s  of Judah 

to  teach the "book o f the law of the Lord." Following the captivity 

Bora and Nehesdah emphasized teaching with their out-of-doors school in 

Jerusalem. Isaiah declared that the youth of Israel should be taught 

"precept upon precept, line upon line . . . here a l i t t l e  and there a 

l i t t l e , "3 Benson's observation was, "So successful were these in stitu 

tions that from the time o f Samuel to  Kalaohi there seems never to  have 

been wanting a supply of men to  keep up the line of o f f i c ia l  teacher s."^ 

During the Babylonian captivity the synagogue arose, basica lly  for tha 

purpose of teaching relig ious b e lie f  and practice to  the younger 

generation.

In tha p o st-e x ilic  period the elementary schools end academies 

grew up in connection with the synagogue. The subject of th is 

instruction was the lav and tha text of the Scriptures. Hurst 

suggested*

I t  seems evident that Jesus attended on* of these elementary

2Deuteronosgr 6*6-9

Isa ia h  28*10

^Clarence H. Benson, History of Christian Education (Chicago* 
Moody Press, 19i*3)> p. 22.
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schools at Hazarath. In one o f the more advanced o f these schools 
He Is  pictured as amazing the teachers by his understanding and 
answers (Luke 2*U). And so even up to  the time o f Christ the place 
of the teaching ministry in Jewish society and re lig ion  was firmly 
established, with the highest and most honored profession being that 
of rabbi, or teacher.5

Jesus has often been acclaimed as the master teacher or the 

greatest o f e l l  teachers. The Gospels indicate that he was an 

instructor of re lig iou s b e l ie f . His followers as w ell as his enemies 

considered him a teacher and thus so addressed him. He i s  called rabbi, 

master and teacher. A ll of these words seem to  refer to  the same 

function. I t  can further be noted that Jesus considered himself to  be 

a teacher.^

Jesus commissioned his d iscip les  to  "go and teach a l l  nations,

• . . teaching them to  observe a l l  things whatsoever I  have commanded

you.

The apostles and the early church understood the commission of 

Jesus and they f i l le d  Jerusalem with their doctrine. Peter and John 

ware arrested for  teaching their b e lie fs  about Christ. Paul was a 

teacher and wrote that a bishop should be "apt to  teach." S herrill 

reported that*

There was a lso  a d istin ct form of ministry in the primitive 
cburoh, called "teacher" (didaakalos). We f i r s t  hear of teachers

5d, V, Hurst and others, Operation Sunday School (Springfield* 
The Gospel Publishing House, 195 7)7p. 'X

6John 13*13

^Matthew 20*19-20
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in the church, in  th is  sense, at Antioch) . . .  In the f ir s t  
generation of the church the teacher was considered divinely 
appointed) he tod received an especial sp iritual g i f t ,  or ctorisraa. 
of sp iritual knowledge. He tod a defin ite  plage assigned io  him in 
the public meeting where he gave his teaching.®

Curing the second century, as the church developed, the teaching 

of re lig ious b e l ie f  was emphasised in  the formulation o f the Dldaoha, 

which waa a manual giving instruction to  converts in preparation for 

in itia tion  into the fellowship o f the Christian community.

The church continued to  be a teaching church throughout the 

periods of persecution. After Constantine's "Edict o f Milan," the 

church was granted lega l equality with other re lig ion s . This marked 

the end of persecution o f Christians. The church was granted more 

freedom to  perpetuate i t s  teachings) however, the teaching ministry 

declined. Hurst wrote that, "the dark ages which eventually over* 

shadowed a l l  of Europe for  centuries were a d irect resu lt.*^

The Renaissance and Reformation brought with them a new 

emphasis on teaching. Martin Luther, the father of the Reformation, 

stands above the other reformers in his oonoem for  education,

Luther a r g u e d t

We must have persons qualified  to  dispense the Word o f God and 
the sacraments and to  be pastors of the people. But where w il l  we 
obtain them, i f  schools are not established on a more Christian 
b a s is .10

®Lewis J. S h errill, The Rise of Christlan Education (Hew Torkt 
The MacMillan Company, 1 $hk), p.' 11*3.

% orst, eg. c i t . , p. 6.
R o b e r t  Olioh (e d .) , Three Thousand Years of Educational Wisdom, 

(Caabridgei Harvard University i^ress/ I^ V y , pp. 2T&-2J8» e i i  ing Luther 
on Education,
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Lather maintained that i t  was the responsib ility  of the parents and the 

government to  educate the youth.

The next major advance in relig ious instruction seems to  be that 

e ffort o f Robert Raikes which has become known as the Sunday School.

I t  was begun in Glouchestar, England, in July, 1760, The idea spread 

quickly and was later adopted by the churches. The Sunday School idea 

advanced rapidly in America and extended i t s  influence so such that 

Hurst wrote, "The Sunday School stands today as the greatest single 

Bible teaching agency the world has ever seen.1,11

I I .  REVIEW OF ASSEMBLIES OF GOD TEACHING OF DOCTRINE

There have been four ways that the Assemblies of God have sought 

to  teach their b e lie fs  and doctrines to  their youth. These ar®» (1) in 

the hoaej (2) by preaching) (3) by the Sunday School) and (U) through 

their youth work, the C hrist's  Ambassadors. This study did not propose 

to  review the teaching dome in  the home or by preaching.

In the Sunday School. The Assemblies o f Ood came in to  being as 

a result of a small convention in Hot Springs, Arkansas, April 2-12, 

191b. In that same year, so Hurst writes, "Mrs. J . R. Flower prepared 

lesson comments on the International Sunday School lessons fo r  

publication in the Evangel. In 1919 the f ir s t  Sunday School

V. Hurst, And He Gave Teachers (Springfield* The Gospel 
Publishing House, 1955). "p. 1.

1?Hurst, Operation Sunday School, eg. e l t . ,  p. 15.
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quarterlies appeared frost the Assert l ie  a o f God printing plant that had 

been purchased the year before In Springfield, Missouri, In 1933»

Ralph M, Riggs published the book A Successful Sunday School which was 

the result of a study In an attempt to  advance the e ffic ien cy  o f 

Assemblies of God Sunday Schools.

The Rational Sunday School Department was formally organised in 

January, 1935. In 1939 the General Council recommended that each 

d is tr ic t  appoint a Sunday School d irector. That same year the f ir s t  

issue of Our Sunday School Counsellor was published. la  19kG eight 

regional Sunday School conferences were conducted across the nation. 

Later a series o f national conventions were held.1  ̂ The work grew 

un til in 1961*, a to ta l of 1,008,92? were enrolled in 8,929 Sunday

S ch ools .^

The literature has continually attempted to  stress the teachings 

of the fellowship, but periodically special e ffo r ts  have been made to  

emphasise the doctrines. One such e ffo rt  was the production o f ^jrer 

Pearlman1* Doctrines of the B ib le, a three volume work which was 

published in  1937. In 19W the revised edition of P. C, Kelson*s 

Bible Doctrines appeared. In 1951* Ralph M. Riggs wrote a memory 

course We Believe. This course is  a series of questions with Bible 

verses to  answer each question. The questions cover facts about the

^ I b id . ,  pp. 15-18.

^H arris Jansen (e d .) , "A Quick Look At 1961* S ta tis t ic s ,”
Sunday School Counselor, IX? (A pril, 1965), p. 10.
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Bible and Bibla history, doctrine and Christian liv in g . I t  i s  in  two 

sections. The f ir s t  i s  designed U «  children, while the second is  for 

adults. In 1963 the Church School Literature Department published an 

undated quarterly entitled  Fundamentals o f the Faith. This volume 

appears in  both teaohers and pupils manuals and can be used for almost 

any age group from about junior through adult.

Through the Christ*s Ambassadors. Glad Tidings Assembly in Oak

land, C alifornia , on May 30, 1925, was the scene o f a young peoples 

convention for the Assemblies of Cod youth of northern and central 

C alifornia. This convention is  considered the beginning o f the 

Assemblies o f God youth ministry. At th is  convention an organization 

known as the wPentecostal Ambassadors for Christ" was farmed with head

quarters at the Oakland church. In October o f the sam year a second 

convention was held electing Wesley R. Steelberg as president. Soon 

other similar works were started across the nation. The name Christ »s 

Anfoassadora became the generally accepted name o f th is  youth ministry 

in  1926, O ff ic ia l recognition was given to  the Chriet*e Ambassadors 

at the 192? General Council convening in  Springfield, Missouri. On 

April U, 1926 the f ir s t  issue of the Christ*s Ambassadors Monthly made 

i t s  appearance.

la  1937 the C. A, Herald, e monthly period ical which is  s t i l l  

being published, was o f f ic ia l ly  published from the headquarters of the 

denomination, and in  19U6 was put under the d irect supervision o f the 

national C. A. Department,
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In 1956 GOAL was o f f ic ia l ly  launched. GOAL is  a twelve step 

plan for helping the C. A. groups become mare e ffe ctiv e  and attain 

prescribed ob jectives. Step 6 of th is program is  Bible training and 

requires at least one course each year for a C. A. group to  receive 

credit for th is  step on their annual GOAL checkup.^

I I I .  PERIODICAL LITERATURE

The following periodical indexes were examined in an attempt to

find material that would help determine how w ell Assemblies o f God youth

know the doctrines of their church.

Periodical and Theological Abstracts, published by Theological 
PublicationM yerstow n, Pennsylvania. Tears 1959-19*63.

Christian Periodical Index, published by Christian Librarians* 
Fellowship?”  f ’e a V r i5 ^ -l9 5 o :

Index to  Religious Periodical Literature, edited by Helen B. 
Uhrieh anSTSalvin'' Schmitt, published by the American Theological
Library Association, Chicago. Tears 1919-1963.

Education Index, published by the H. W. Milam Co., Hew lark . 
TearS" 1 ^ -1 9 5 ^ * “

Readers Guide to  Periodical Literature, published by the H. W.
Wll FoJ

International Index, edited by J. Davis Dout, published by the 
H. C T & IsS n J e :,“ S«nrork . Tears 1955-1965.

One of the findings was an a r t ic le  that appeared in .Religious

Education and was a summary of a study done by two professors from

X*C. A. Leader Handbook ( Springfieldt The Gospel Publishing 
House, 1953T T ppT77I3&:
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Michigan State University. Toch and Anderson did their study to  explore 

the validity o f the assumption that i f  you know a parson's denomina

tional a f f i l ia t io n , you can t e l l  what his relig ious b e lie fs  are. After 

a series of complicated examinations, which the report explained, they 

concludedt "Our results confirm the observation that patterns of 

religious b e l ie f  can not be very accurately defined in  terms of 

denominational a f f i l ia t io n ." 1^

Two years later the same journal, Religious Education, reported 

the results of a study done by another Michigan State University 

professor who took exception with the conclusions of the f ir s t  study. 

Poit arguedt

The feet that denominations are able to  retain their independ
ence from each other seems to  indioate that their relig ious b e lie fs  
can be d ifferentiated  or are d ifferen t, and that Anderson end 
Toch's approach to  th is  problem may have fa iled  to  get at the 
fundamental d ifferentiating b e lie fs .

After considerable testing end research Poit concluded that i t  

is  possible with some degree of accuracy to  determine an individuals 

denominational a f f i l ia t io n  by his answers to  a test on doctrinal 

b e l ie fs .17

These two studies did not sign ificantly  contribute to  th is  study 

because (1) these studies were psychological in  nature and thus not

^Hana Toch and Robert Anderson, "Religious B elie f and Denomina
tional A ffilia t io n ,"  Religious Education, IN (May-June, I960), p. 199.

17Carl H. P oit, "A Study Concerning Religious B elie f end 
Denominational A ffilia t io n ,"  Religious Education, L¥II (May-June,
1962), pp. 21U-216.
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adaptable to  th is studyj (2) they were administered only to  those 

students who were studying re lig ion  at Michigan State University, thus 

they were not adaptable to  a study of teen-agers In Assemblies o f God 

churches} (3) the content of doctrine was not related to  that o f the 

Assemblies of God.

Another a r t ic le  related to  th is study was a paper read at the 

Graduates' Fellowship Conference at the Hayes, Swanlek, England, on 

January 2, I960. In th is  paper, Porter considered the problem of 

whether nr not Christian doctrine should be taught at a l l .  The con

clusion i s  affirm ative. Porter's paper then considered "who is  to  

teach it ? "  The conclusion ie  a trained person. The paper next deals 

with the body o f material to  be taught. I t  suggests the following 

topics as a basis o f contents (1) fin a l authority in  matters o f fa ith } 

(2) the Godhead) (3) man and sin) (It) the person and work o f Christ) 

(5) the person and work of the Holy Spirit) (6) the component l i f e  o f 

the Christian) and (7) the last things. Porter then deals with the 

methods o f teaching Christian doctrine to  teen-agers where he suggests 

that Christian doctrine should be taught in the secondary schools. 

F inally, the paper deals with the aim of such instruction. The paper 

stetedt "Our aim la  evangelistic . . . our children when they are 

converted w ill surely develop these same qu a lities , and become men o f 

God, thoroughly furnished unto every good work.*1®

Laurence 2. Porter, "Tenents For Teenagers," Evangelical 
Quarterly, XXXI-XXXII (1959-60), pp. 13fe-l50.
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This paper did not contribute sign ificantly  to  th is study 

because the body o f Christian b e lie f  taught to  Asseafelies of Cod young 

people has already been defined in the "Statement o f Fundamental 

Truths’* in  the constitution o f the fellowship and because th is  study 

was not involved with methods or aims of teaching Christian doctrine.

Another such study i »  described in The National Observer. This 

study attempted to  investigate the assumption o f "many relig ious 

socio log ists  that when i t  corses to  re lig ion  American Christians believe 

pretty much the same th in gs."1  ̂ The two research analysts, at the 

University o f California in Berkeley, surveyed a random sample o f 

church members in four metropolitan counties in northern California. 

Clock and Stark, when reporting and analysing the results of their 

survey, wrote "Our extensive survey shows that there are s t i l l  a great 

many differences o f b e l ie f  among Protestant denominations in 

America.*20

Clock and Stark included the Assemblies o f Cod in tbs section of 

their study that they c a l l  sects. In th is section they a lso  include 

Church o f Cod, Church o f Christ, Church of the Nazarene, Foursquare 

Gospel Church and, one independent Tabernacle. I t  waa, therefore, not 

possible to  compare the Assemblies of Cod with other denominations.

X% barles X. Clock and Rodney Stark, "The Splintered 
Protestants," The Rational Observer, IV (November 15, 1965).

^ b i d .
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I t  Mis observable, however, that the general category of sects held 

quite close to  views that are traditionally  considered orthodox*

The findings of their research indicates the need for a study 

(such as th is  ate) to  be done in the Assemblies o f God,

Religious Education published s study by Raymond Payne which 

attempted to  measure knowledge o f the Bible among Protestant and Jewish 

University students, A questionnaire of f i f t y  questions each on the 

Old Testament and Mew Testament was given to two hundred sixty students 

in regular sociology and education classes at the University o f  Georgia 

during the winter quarter o f 1956, The sample group included one 

hundred fiv e  males and one hundred f i f t y - f iv e  females ranging in  age 

from seventeen through f i f t y - f iv e  with about four wit o f each five  

being typ ica l college age (16-26 years). The sample group represented 

a l l  major groups present in  the southeast.

The results of Pqyne's study showed that mere attendance at 

Sunday School, regardless o f how regular and sustained, was not related 

to  high test per far ranee. The resu lts, further, shewed that three past 

experiences emerged as clues to  higher levels  o f Bible knowledge!

(1) having taught Sunday School classes} (2) having carried on 

sustained programs o f planned daily meditations, regardless o f length 

o f time} and (3) having participated in Bible use contests, such as the 

Baptists' * sword d r i l l s ."  The practice of bolding family a lta r , or an 

equivalent, was sign ificantly  related to high scoring.

The findings of Payne*s study seem interesting even though they
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are net d irectly  related to  th is  study since th is project la  concerned 

with knowledge of doctrine rather than Bible content.

Another similar study is  described in The English Journal.

Warshaw reported in  th is  a r t ic le  how he, as a high school English 

teacher, administered an unannounced Bible test to  f ire  classes o f 

college-bound eleventh and twelfth graders at Hewtoa, Massachusetts, 

High School. They bad been studying the Bible as a source book for the 

humanities, not as a relig ious book or as literature. Kershaw’ s report 

stated* NA knowledge o f the Bible i s  essential to  the p u p il's  under

standing o f allusions in literatu re , in m ale , and in  the fine arts} in 

news media, in entertainment, and in cultured conversation,"21 The 

results of that test were of particular in terest. The resu lts show 

that the average teen-ager i s  inept when i t  cones to a knowledge o f 

Bible content. This points out a crucial concern for  a l l  who work with 

Christian youth. Since church doctrine is  based on the B ible, one 

wonders what the relationship between knowledge of Bible content and 

knowledge o f church doctrine might be.

Eternity reported a study that attempted to  discover why young 

people dreg) out o f church, £uck reported the following reasons that 

teen-agers gave for leaving church* (1) Hot enough a c t iv it ie s  at 

church, (2) Adults in church are hypocrites. (3) Church i s  boring,

(It) Too many con flictin g  a c t iv it ie s , ($) Mo enoourageneat from parents.

21fhayer S. Wershaw, "Studying the Bible in Public School," The 
SngHsfa Journal, LIV (February, 1961*), pp. 91-100. -----
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(6) Didn't care about relig ious things. (? ) Too much school work and 

school a c t iv it ie s . (8) Friends not at church.*2

The findings of th is  study were interesting in  that among the 

eight most often lis ted  reasons for leaving the church, no mention o f 

knowledge or teaching o f content o f doctrine was made. This may cause 

one to wonder i f  young people even know enough doctrine to  give any 

serious thought to  i t ,  or I f  knowledge o f doctrine was not considered 

a factor causing thorn to  "drop-out" of church.

Over the period of the past several years several a rt ic le s  have 

appeared that report findings that show what American teen-agers in 

general are lik e .

One of these studies, which was compiled by the Gallup P o ll 's  

s c ie n t ific  fa c i l i t ie s ,  was reported in the Saturday Evening Poet.

Gallup and H ill interviewed more than three thousand young persons 

between the ages of fourteen and twenty-two years. The authors con

sidered their study to  be a "revealing gallery o f the youthful 

Americans o f our time, a cross section o f our future as i t  is  being farm

ed today.*2^

They argued*

In e f fe c t ,  we have created the typ ical or composite American 
youth, and while the facets o f his character may fog or gleais

2P
Bey B, Zuok, "Why Young People Drop Out o f Church," Eternity, 

XI? (Hay, 1963), Pp. 12-13, -----------

2-3Dr. George Gallup and Stan H ill, "Youth the Cool Generation," 
The Saturday Evening Post, CCXXXIV (December 23, 1961), p, 63.
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depending on, the individual, we now know fa ir ly  w ell what he la  
as a group.*“

fh e ir  portraiture o f the American youth proved most Interesting. I t  

showed that eighty-four per cent of them are ohuroh and that

sere than half attend ohuroh regularly. I t  shows them as strong In 

their relig ious b e l ie fs . The report showedi

Seventy-four percent o f our youth believe in God "very firm ly"j 
seventy-six percent think of God as an omnipresent judge who 
observes a l l  Individual human actions and rewards or punishes them} 
seventy-eight percent believe in  a hereafter} almost two thirds of 
the high school and working youth believe the Bible is  "completely 
tru e", and twenty-two percent o f our college youth believe every 
word o f the Testaments. Mina percent of the college boys and five  
percent o f the college g ir ls  say they don't believe in  God, buic 
nearly two thirds o f our collegians are "very firm" b e lie v e rs .^

This study was helpful in  providing a general knowledge o f what teen

agers are lik e . Since the attitudes of teens change so rapidly th is 

report my not represent youth o f today as w ell as i t  did the youth 

when the survey was made, some five  years ago.

Another such stu^jr i s  reported in  Look. la  the report o f th is 

study Grafton analyzed youth as "searching for something, perhaps
nit

i t s e l f . "  He viewed youth as wanting to  be "Where the action i s " ,  

pleasure seeking aid irresponsible. He quoted young persons as saying 

that sex i s  conquest} while love is  surrender. Who wants to  surrender? 

"In the Twisted age, love means unwelcome responsib ility , while sex i s

2t*Ib ld ., p. 6k 2% b id ., p. 70.

^Samuel Grafton, "The Twisted Age," Look, XXVIII (December 25, 
196L), p. 37. -------
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emotional candy, freely  avail**)!®."2? This report revealed nothing o f 

religious attitudes o f youth except by im plication. toe is  impelled to  

ask i f  th is study fa ir ly  represents American youth or a segment o f 

American youth.

The most recent o f such studies is  reported in Heweweek. The 

sta ff o f Louis Harris and Associates, la c . ,  interviewed aevea hundred 

seventy-five teen-agers, o f both sexes, between the ages of thirteen 

and seventeen years. The report showed* "The nation 's o f f i c ia l  median 

age is  27,9 and is  declining. There are some 17,9 m illion Americans 

between 13 and 17, the high school years."28 I t  showed that young 

people think "that the world is  fast-moving, modern competitive and 

warlike with 'lo t s  to  do' and not .much time to  do i t  in «"2  ̂ I t  further 

shews that 96 per cent o f American young people believe in God; yet, 

because of their actions one asks himself whet do they believe about 

God and what do they know about Him. Interestingly enough, the study 

showed that o f the thirteen most adrtlred famous persons, not one 

minister or relig ious leader was lis te d j while p o lit ica l figures, 

contemporary and h istor ica l, rated high. I t  should be noted, however, 

that "teenagers prefer heros to  p o lit ica l issuos".^0

This exciting and enlightening report seems to  picture

27Ib ld . ,  p. 36.

26»Tha Teen-Agers," Newsweek, LXVII (March 21, 1966), p. 57.

29Ib id . 3°Ib id . ,  p. 61.
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contemporary African teen-agers and may veil indicate the need of 

this study among young people of the Assemblies of Cod,

17. THESES AMD DISSERTATIONS

The following theses and dissertations lis tin g s  were examined in 

an attempt to  find materials that would assist in  determining how well 

Assemblies of God young people know the doctrines of their churchi

Abstracts o f Doctrinal Dissertations in Religious Education 
19b&4$$S'" puEIishec* Iby the 1 eSrtmsnF*o7~Sducation" Program and 
Research o f the International Council o f Religious Education, 
Chicago, and the Bureau o f Research and Surrey o f the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., New York.

A B ibliiyrapty o f Post-Graduate Master*a Theses in Religion, 
editeS'1'Iby' Niels H.^ouna",’ published^Vy the Ar«rioa;i Theological 
Library, Association. Year 1961.

Blb3JLoK raptor o f A^erloan Doctoral Dissertations Religious 
aducatlon, C o^iledlay Lawrence d'VXi¥tie, publtsh^Tlsy^nivarsity 
oFH ttiSurgh Press. Year 1962.

Dissertation Abstracts, published by University Micro-yiliaa,
Inc. ,' Arm M o r  ,“l i^ lg a n .  Years 1955-1961*.

Religious Sducati mi, published by the Religious Education 
Association,' MewToffeT New York. Years 1955-1963. (This publi
cation regularly publishes abstracts o f doctoral dissertations 
related to  Religious Education).

The theses and dissertations in the lib raries  of the following 

institutions were a lso examined in an attempt to  find materials to  

assist in  determining how w ell Assemblies o f God young people know the 

doctrines of their churcht

Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary, Denver, Colorado
I l i f f  School o f Theology, Denver, Colorado
University o f Denver, Denver, Colorado
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One study that was related to  th is project was a thesis that 

sought to determine hoe v e i l  Denver area Baptists knew ami understood 

basic Baptist distinctive® . O'Brien limited his study to  adult members 

of representative Conservative and General Conference Baptist churches 

in  the Denver, Colorado area. A questionnaire covering what is  

generally considered to  be Baptist d istln ctives was administered.

After a series of tabulations O'Brien draws the following conclusionst 

(1) those Baptists tested have a workable knowledge and understanding o f 

the six d istln ctives under consideration) (2) those Baptists surveyed 

are particularly strong in  the areas o f b e liev er 's  baptism and the 

priesthood o f the believerj (3) the greatest area of weakness is  that 

o f separation o f church and state; and (U) the only background 

characteristic which affected the fin a l score was the participant's 

leve l of educational attainment.'

The O'Brien study did not contribute sign ificantly  to  th is  study 

because i t  was designed to  test Baptist adults about Baptist d istln c

tives  not Assemblies o f God youth about the "Statement o f Fundamental 

Truths" o f the Assemblies o f God.

Another such study was a thesis that proposed "to  paint a p ro file  

of the youth o f the Baptist General Conference by studying (1) their 

so c ia l l i f e ,  (2) their sp iritua l l i f e ,  and (3) their personal l i f e  as

B ern a rd  O'Brien, "A Surrey of Selected Denver Area Baptists 
As To Their Knowledge and Understanding o f Basic Baptist D istlnctives" 
(unpublished Master's thesis, Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Denver, 1965), pp. 3U-35,
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revealed by a questionnaire study.

In th is  study Barnhill reported that "eighty percent o f the 

youth (91 percent of the boys) indicated that they did not read the 

B ib le ,"33 and that "U2 percent of the youth do not regularly pray."3** 

The Barnhill study showed, however, that in  spite o f the fa ilure to  

road and study the B ible, the youth surveyed were B ib lica lly  lite ra te . 

He concluded that*

The only answer to  th is  i s  that in the church worship services, 
Sunday School, C. T. F. and other agencies, the youths are taught 
and retain a fa ir  amount of Bible knowledge. The high percentage 
( 9 5 percent) o f Sunday School attendance and worship service 
attendance (90 percent) i s  the key.-*'*

Barnhill insisted that*

The assumption must be made that Sunday School and C. T, F. are 
the basic teachers o f Bible knowledge to  Conference youth. I f  th is 
is  so, then greet responsib ility  rests upon the Sunday School and 
C. T. F, to  better their methods and strengthen their position as 
the teacher o f B ib lica l truth in  the cburoh.3®

Barnhill found that the youth o f the Baptist General Conference, 

for the most part, reflected  the doctrinal statement of the Conference, 

and that the concepts of tbs Trin ity, atonement, salvation, and the 

l i f e  to  come were fa ir ly  well defined.

This study was helpful in that i t  showed what the youth of 

another evangelical denomination were lik e . Such a study o f the youth

^Donald Barnhill, "A P rofile  o f the Toung People of the Baptist 
General Conference" (unpublished Master's thesis, Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Denver, 1965), p. 3.

33I b id , , p. 69. ^ I b id . ,  p. 70. 35Ib id ., p. 70 
3 % b id „  p, 71.



o f the Assemblies of God sight prove most helpful to  understand them 

and thus be better able to  m inister to  them.

Another study that proved helpfu l was a doctoral d issertation^ ' 

that surveyed some araaa o f re lig iou s knowledge o f selected co llege  

freshman in  the states o f Louisiana, Oklahoma, and lew Mexico, to  

arrive at some under standing o f the knowledge o f the re lig iou s habits 

o f these students, and to  determine some o f the correlation  between 

these habits and re lig iou s knowledge.

The resu lts o f the study showed that these students rated high 

in  theology. The resu lts showed that they knew more o f theology and 

Baptist history and doctrine than o f the B ib le.

This study was profitab le  In that i t  showed something o f the 

knowledge of Southern Baptist young people about doctrine, It*s  use 

was lim ited , however, because Southern Baptist college freshman in  the 

states o f Louisiana, Oklahom, and Hew Mexico may w ell d iffe r  greatly 

from Assemblies o f God teenagers In the selected sta tes.

V. BOOKS

The follow ing book H ats were examined in an attempt to  find the 

needed assistance*

Cumulative Book Index, edited by Hina ft. Thompson, published by
w y w 'M w y y i i m i  ■■ n w in wm mm  n — i w i w u i  * i e w e w n n — ^  ^  W  9H. W. Wilson Co. Tears 1957-65.

3?S. Autry Brown, "A Survey o f Some Areas of R eligious Knowledge 
o f Selected College Freshman” (unpublished Doctoral d issertation , Hew 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, Mew Orleans, 1965).
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A Theological Book L is t , produced by the Theological Education 
Fun3 of ttie iaierxSiTtm FM issionary Council, Naperville, I l l in o is .  
Year I960.

Several books have been published to  show the American relig ious 

character. One such book is  W ill Harberg’ s Frotestant-Sathollo-Jew,

In th is essay m  American relig ious sociology , Herbert; viewed American 

relig ion  as highly secular, perplexing and paradoxical. He wrotet

I t  is  the thesis o f the present west; that both the religiousness 
and the secularism o f the American people derive from very much the 
same source, a;id that both become in te llig ib le  when seen 
against the background o f certain deep-going socio log ica l processes 
that have transforoedftthe face o f American l i f e  in the course of 
the past generation.-*®

le  further stated that "American relig ion  and American society would 

seem to  be so closely  interrelated as to  make i t  v irtually  impossible 

to understand either without reference to the other.»3^

This book and i t s  bibliography could not be considered as con

tributing sign ificantly  to  th is  study because i t  i s  dated in  that i t  

was originally  published over ten years ago and the revised edition 

was published six years ago.

Another such book is  Tangled World, by Roger L. Shim . Shinn 

views the world as in  a state of change and on the move. He argues 

that "our changing world demands decisions both o f persons and o f our 

entire society ."^0 He then examines several areas in  which change i s

3%?i l l  Herberg, Frotestant-Gatholic-Jew (Garden City, Mew Yorks 
Boubleday & Company, Inc'., 1^55)', p'7 J."""

39Ib id .

k°Roger L. Shim, Tangled World (New York* Charles Scribner^ 
Sons, 1965), p. 3.
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taking place and how these require decisions* He sees the church as 

in a state of “retreat into inner life.*^1

Shian's description prosed interesting and helpful in that it 

gives one view of the conte sip or ary scene into which the church is 

thrust.

God's Revolution and Han*a Responsibility^2 argues that an 

abundance of evidence shows that organised Christianity is failing to 

fulfill its responsibilities in bringing about the changes most 

desperately needed In this world. Cox thinks that the great events of 

our day are occurring apart from the church. This fact indicates to 

Cox that the secular world is the prlndpel arena of God’s work today. 

Questions about the organized church, the clergy, and the lay neaber 

as they witness in modern society become topics for discussion in this 

book. To Cox the mission of the church in a secular age isust assume a 

secular style.

This b o d  also was helpful In that it gives another viewpoint of 

the condition of the contemporary world and religious character of it. 

For the purpose of this study, the volume was limited in that it deals 

with the whole American religious scene.

Another helpful book was The Hext Generation. This work is an 

attempt to project what the world of the next twenty years will be like.

laIbid., p. 153

k%arvey Cox, God's Revolution and Man's Responsibility 
(Valley Forge, P e i m s y l C T a T W T O T o r ^ r e s s r i W ^ ----
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This book, orig in a lly  written as a specia l report to  the federal 

government, suggests the probable tendencies that today's technological 

and socia l environment w ill force  upon the youth o f tomorrow. Michael 

suggests that "the number o f churchgoers probably w ill increase more or 

less  as the population d a e s ."^  He sees re lig ion  as not able to  rela te  

to  the changing scene. His work proved interesting and points out the 

need for sp iritu a l guidance to  the youth o f the Assemblies o f God,

The Adolescenti His Search For Understanding, edited by W illia® 

C. B ier, i s  the resu lts o f the Fordham In stitu te  of Pastoral Psychology 

in  1961. This study views a l l  faoets o f the l i f e  o f the adolescent, 

bringing to  bear a l l  the resources o f psychology, psychiatry, sociology 

re lig ion , so cia l work, vocational guidance, law enforcement, and the 

sympathy and understanding o f wise adults. The resu lts o f the study 

shows that the adolescent is  seeking for  understanding. Teen-agers 

are trying to understand both themselves and adults.

This book proved most helpful for gaining insight in to  the 

various problems that youth face .

One o f the standard works an the re lig iou s b e lie fs  o f youth is  

R eligious B o lie fs  o f louth by Murray Ross. This book deals with the 

re lig iou s b e lie fs  o f youth in  general and la  not a study o f Christian 

youth and therefore was o f lim ited value for th is study. I t 's  value 

was lim ited s t i l l  further in  that i t  i s  dated, being sixteen years old .

^Donald N. Michaal, The Meat Generation (Hew Torkf Vintage 
Books, 1965)» p . 171.



26

P rofiles  o f Church lo a th , a four-year study o f three thousand 

Lutheran Church Youth, ra tes  as one o f the fin est a l l  around works on 

the sub ject, I t  i s  a study of Lutheran Church Youth rather than a 

p ro file  o f a l l  ohureh youth, but area from th is viewpoint it s  value 

for th is study oust be acknowledged.

I t  was with the contributions o f these various sources in  view, 

that th is study was done.



CHAPTER III

CRITERIA AMD PROCEDURE 

X. CRITERIA

The cr ite r ia  o f evaluation used in  th is  study was the "General 

Council o f the Assemblies o f God Statement o f Fundamental Truths'* as i t  

was revised at the 1961 General Counoil and now appears in  A rticle  V o f 

the Constitution o f the General Council, I t  appears in  sixteen sta te - 

merits as fo llow s*1

The Bible is  our a ll-s u ffic ie n t  rule fo r  fa ith  and practice*
This Statement o f Fundamental Truths is  intended simply as a basis 
o f fellow ship among us ( i . e .  that we a l l  speak the same thing,
I  Corinthians 1*10* Acts 2*1*2). The phraseology employed in  th is 
statement is  not inspired or contended fo r , but the truth set forth  
is  held to  be essen tia l to  a fu ll-g osp el m inistry. Mo claim is  
made that i t  contains a l l  B ib lica l truth, only that i t  covers our 
need as to  them  fundamental doctrines,

1, The Scriptures Inspired

The Scriptures, both the Old and Mew Testaments, are verbally 
Inspired o f God and are the revelation o f God to  man, the in fa l
l ib le , authoritative rule o f fa ith  and conduct (2 Timothy 3*15-17j 
1 Thessaloolans 2*13} 2 Peter 1 *21) .

2. The One True God

The tme true God has revealed Himself as the eternally s e lf -  
ex ist ant "I  AM,” the Creator o f heaven and earth and the Redeemer 
o f mankind. He has further revealed Himself as embodying the 
prin cip les of relationship and association aa Father, Son end 
Holy Ghost (Deuteronomy 6*1** Isaiah 1*3*10, 11 j Matthew 28*19*
Luke 3*22).

*"Thia We B elieve,* The Pentecostal Evangel, (January 7, 1962), 
pp* 15-18.
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The Adorable Godhead

(a) Terms Defined

The terms "T rin ity" and "persons,0 as related to  the Godhead, 
while not found 1a  the Scriptures, are words In harmony with 
Scripture, whereby we may convey to  others our immediate under
standing o f the doctrine o f Christ respecting the Being o f God, 
as distinguished from "gods many and lords many*" We therefore 
may speak with propriety o f the Lord our God, who is  One Lord, as 
a tr i.d ty  or as one Being o f three persons, and s t i l l  be absolutely 
scrip tural (examples, Matthew 26i19j 2 Corinthians 13 jlb j John lltt 
16, 17).

(b) D istinction and Relationship in  tbs Godhead

Christ taught a d istin ction  of Persons in  the Godhead which He 
expressed in  sp e c ific  terras o f relation sh ip , as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, but that th is d istin ction  and relationship as to  it s  
mode is  inscrutable and inconprehsasible, because unexplained.
(Luke lt35| I  Corinthians lt2it) Matthew l i t 25-27? 28*19?
2 Corinthians 13tXUj 1 John I t3 ,It).

(e ) Unity o f the One Being o f Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Accordingly, therefore, there is  that in  the Son which con sti
tutes him the Holy Ghost and not cith er the Father or the Son. 
Wherefore the Father is  the Begetter, the Son is  tho Begotten? and 
the Holy Ghost is  the one proceeding from the Father and the Son. 
Therefore, because these three persons in  the Godhead era in  a 
state o f unity, there is  but one Lord God Almighty and His name one. 
(John lilS ?  15*26? 17*11, 21* Zechariah lit*9).

(d ) Identity and Co-operation in  the Godhead

The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are never id en tica l as to  
Parson? nor confused as to  relation? nor divided in respect to  the 
Godhead? nor opposed as to  co-operation . The Son Is  In the Father 
and the Father is  in  the San as to  relationsh ip . The Son is  with 
the Fattier and the Father is  with the Sen, as to  fellow ship. The 
Father is  not from the Son, but the Son is  from the Father, as to  
authority. The Holy Ghost is  from the Father and the Son proceed
ing as to  nature, relation sh ip , co-operation and authority. Hence, 
neither Person in  the Godhead either ex ists  or works separately or 
independently o f the others. (John 5*17-30, 32, 37? 8*17, 18.)
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(e ) The T it le , Lo rdJesu s Christ

The appellation , "Lord Jesus C hrist,*1 Is  e proper name. I t  le  
never applied, In the Mew Testament, either to  the Father or to  the 
Holy Oh oat. I t  therefore belongs exclusively to  the Son o f God.
( Rowans 1*1-3, ?| 2 John 3 .)

( f )  The Lord Jesus C hrist, God with 0s

The Lord Jesus C hrist, es to  His divine end eternal nature, is  
the proper end only Begotten of the Father, but as to  His human 
nature, He is  the proper Son o f Han, He i s  therefore, acknowledged 
to  be both God and man; who because Be Is  God, and man, is  “Imman
u el,'1 God with us. (Matthew 1*23; 1 John 10, Hi;
Revelation 1*13, 17.)

(g) The T it le , Son o f God

Since the name, "Immanuel* embraces both God and man in one 
Person, our Lord Jew s C hrist, i t  follow s that the t i t le ,  Son o f 
God, describes His proper d e ity , and the t i t le  Son of Man, Hie 
proper humanity. Therefore, the t i t le ,  San o f God, belongs to  the 
order o f etern ity , and the t i t le ,  Son of Kan, to  the order o f tim e. 
(Matthew 1*21-23; 2 John 3; 1 John 3*6j Hebrews 7*3| 1*1-13.)

(h) Transgression o f the Doctrine o f Christ

Wherefore, i t  le  a transgression o f the doctrine o f Christ to  
say that Jesus Christ derived the t i t l e ,  Son of God, sole ly  from 
the feet o f the incarnation, or because o f His relation  to  the 
eoonoay o f redemption. Therefore, to  deity that the Father is  e 
rea l and eternal Son, is  a denial o f the d istin ction  and rela tion 
ship in  the Being o f God; a denial o f the Father end the Son; and 
e displacement o f the truth that Jesus Christ is  come in the fle sh . 
(2 John 9} John 1*1, 2 , lit, 18, 29, U9j 1 John 2*22, 23; U tl-5 ; 
Hebrews 12*2.)

( i )  Exaltation o f Jesus Christ as Lord

The Son o f God, our Lord Jesus C hrist, having by Himself purged 
our sin s, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; angels 
and p rin cip a lities  and powers having been made subject unto Him.
And having been made both Lord and C hrist, He sent the Holy Ghost 
that we, in the name o f Jesus, might bow our knees and confess that 
Jesus Christ is  Lord to  the glory o f God the Father u n til the end, 
when the Seen sh ell become subject to  the Father that God may be e l l  
in  a l l .  (Hebrews 1*3* 1 Pater 3t22; Aets 2*32-36; Romans H u ll;
1 Corinthians l5*2l*-2o.)
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( j )  Equal Honor to  the Father and to  the Sen

Wherefore, since the Father has delivered a l l  judgsent unto the 
Son, i t  le  not only the express duty o f a ll  in  heaven and on earth 
to  beer the knee, but i t  is  an unspeakable joy in  toe Holy Ghost to  
ascribe unto the Son a l l  the attributes of D eity, and to  give Him 
a l l  the honor and the glory coatainod in  e l l  the names and t it le s  
o f the Godhead (except those which express relation sh ip . See para
graphs b , c , and d ), and thus honor the Son even as we honor the 
Father. (John 5*22, 23f 1 Peter 1*8} Revelation 5*6-11*)
Pbilipoians 2s8» 9) Revelation 7*9, 10j It*8-11.)

3* the Deity o f the Lord Jesus Christ

The Lord Jesus Christ is  the eternal Son o f God. The Scriptures 
declare*

(a) His v irg in  birth  (Matthew lt2 3 j Luke 1*31, 35 ).
(b) His sin less l i f e  (Hebrews 7*26} 1 Peter 2*22).
(c ) His m iracles (Acts 2*22) 10*38).
(d) His substitutionary work cm the cross (1 Corinthians 15*3}

2 Corinthians 5*21;.
(e ) His bod ily  resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28*6} Luke 

2h*39; 1 Corinthians 15*1*).
( f )  His exaltation  to  tbs right hand o f God (Acts 1*9, 11} 

2*33} Philippians 2*9-11} Habrews 1 -3 ).

It. The F all o f Man

Han was created good and upright) for God said, "Let us main* man 
in  our laaga, a fter  our liken ess," However, man by voluntary 
transgression f e l l  and thereby incurred not only physical death but 
a lso  sp iritu a l death, which is  separation from God (Genesis 1*26, 
27) 2*17) 3*6) Romans 5*12-19),

5 . The Salvation o f Man

Man*a only hope o f redemption is  through the shed blood o f Jesus 
Christ the Sen o f God*

(a) Conditions to  Salvation

Salvation is  received through repentance toward God and 
fa ith  toward the Lord Jesus C hrist. By the wishing o f 
regeneration and renewing o f the Holy Ghost, being ju st
if ie d  by grace through fa ith , man becomes an heir of God 
according to  the hope o f eternal l i f e  (Luke 21* *1*7) John 
3*3) Romans 10*13-15) Ephesians 2*8} Titus 2*11} 3*5-7).
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(b) The Evidences o f Salvation

The inward evidence o f salvation la  the d irect witness o f 
the S p irit (Romaa 8i l 6) . The outward evidence to  a l l  men 
ie  a l i f e  o f righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 
Ut2Uj Titus 2s12),

6. The Ordinance® of the Church

(a) Baptism in Water

The ordinance o f baptiam by immersion is  commanded in the 
Scriptures. I l l  who repent and believe on Christ as 
Saviour and Lord are to  be baptized. Thus they declare to  
the world that they have died with Christ and that they 
a lso  have been raised with Him to  walk in  newness o f l i f e .  
(Matthew 28:19} Mark I6t l6j Acts 10tU?, 1*8: Romans 6th ),

(b) Holy Communion

The Lord's Supper, consisting o f the elements—bread and 
the fru it of the vine—is  the symbol expressing our shar
ing the divine nature o f our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 
1 th )* a memorial o f Hie suffering and death (1 Corinthians 
11:26)j and a prophecy o f His second coming (1 Corinthians 
11:26)j and is  enjoined on a l l  believers " t i l l  He oom*t”

? , The Baptism in  the Holy Ghost

A ll believers are en titled  to  and should ardently expect and 
earnestly seek the proraise o f the Father, the baptism in  the Holy 
Ghost and f ir e , according to  the a Demand o f our Lord Jesus C hrist. 
This was the normal experience o f a l l  in  the early Christian 
Church. With i t  comes the enduement o f power for l i f e  and serv ice , 
the bestewmaut o f the g if t s  and th eir uses in  the work o f the 
ministry (Luke 2U:1*9| Acts 1:U-8| 1 Corinthians 12 :1-31). This 
experience is  d istin ct from and subsequent to  the experience o f the 
new birth  (Acts 6:12-17} 10:Wi4 i6 j l l iU i- l6j 1 5 :7 -9 ). With the 
baptism in  the Holy Ghost come such experiences as an overflowing 
fu lln ess o f the S p irit (John 7:37-39} Acts 1*:6), a deepened 
reverence for God (Acts 2:li3j Hebrews 12 :28), an in ten sified  
consecration to  God and dedication to  His work (Acts 2:1*2), and a 
more active  love fo r  C hrist, for His Ward, and for the lo s t 
(Mark 16:20).



8. The Evidence o f the Baptism In the Holy Ghost

The Baptism of believers in  the Holy Ghost is  witnessed by the 
in it ia l physical sign o f speaking with other tongues as the S p irit 
o f God gives them utterance (Acta . The speaking in  tongues in  
th is instance is  the same in essence as the g if t  o f tongues 
(1  Corinthians 12:1a- 10, 28)» but d ifferen t in purpose and use.

9. S anctification

S anctification  ia  an act o f separation from that which is  e v il , 
and o f dedication unto God (Romans 12*1, 2? 1 Thessalonians 5*23? 
Hebrews 13*12). The Scriptures teach a U fa  o f "holiness without 
which no man sh a ll see the Lord" (Hebrews 12*11}). By the power o f 
the Holy Ghost we are able to  obey the command? "Be ye holy, for 
I  am holy" (1  Peter It IS, 16).

S anctification  is  realised  in the believer by recognising hie 
id en tifica tion  with Christ in  His death and resurrection , and by 
fa ith  reckoning da ily  upon the fa ct of that union, and by offerin g  
every facu lty  continually to  the dominion o f the Holy S p irit 
(Romans 6*1-13? 8*1, 2 , 13| Galatians 2*20? Philipoians 2*12, 13)
1 Petsr 1*5).

10. The Church

The Church la  the Body o f C hrist, the habitation o f God through 
the S p ir it, with divine appointments for the fu lfillm ent o f her 
great commission. Each believer, born of the S p ir it, is  an in tegral 
part o f the General Assembly and Church of the firs t-b o rn , which are 
w ritten in heaven (Ephesians 1*22, 23? 2*22? Hebrews 12*23).

11. The M inistry

A divinely ca lled  and scrip tu ra lly  ordained ministry has bean 
provided by our Lord for a twofold purposes (1) The evangelisation 
o f the world, and (2) The edifying o f the Body o f Christ (Mark 16* 
15- 20? Ephesians 1**11-13).

12. Divine Healing

Divine healing is  an in tegral part o f the gospel. Deliverance 
from sickness Is  provided for in  the atonement, and is  the priv
ileg e  o f a l l  believers (Isaiah 53*U, 5? Matthew 8*16, 17? 
dames 5*L ;-16).
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13. The Blessed Hope

The resurrection o f those who have fa llen  asleep In Christ and 
their translation together with those who are a live and remain unto 
the coming o f the Lord is  the ims&nent and blessed hope o f the 
Church (1  Theaealonlans Uj16» IT} Romeas 3*23} Titus 2*13}
1 Corinthians 15*51, 52).

1U. The Millennial Reign o f Christ

The second cos&ng of Christ includes the rapture of the saints, 
which is  our blessed hope, followed by the v is ib le  return o f Christ 
with His saints to reign on the earth for one thousand years 
(Zeebariah li**5j Matthew 2U*27» 30} Revelation 1*7} 19*11*H*| 
20*1*6). This millennial sign w il l  bring the salvation of 
national Israel (Saeklel 37*21, 22} Zephaaiah 3*19*20} Romano 11*
26 , 27) and the establishnseat o f universal peace {Isaiah 11*6*9} 
Psalm 72*3-3} Mioah j**3, U).

15. The Final Judgment

There w ill  be e fin a l judgment in  which the wicked dead w il l  be 
raised and judged according to  their works. Whosoever is  not found 
written in the Book of l i f e ,  together with the devil and his angels, 
the beast and the fa lse  prophet, w ill  be consigned to  everlasting 
punishment in the lake which burneth with f ire  and brimstone, which 
is  the second death (Matthew 25*U6} Mark 9*1*3-63} Revelation 19*20} 
20*11- 15} 21*3) .

16. The Hew Heavens and the Mew garth

"We, according to  his promise, lock for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwellsth righteousness” (2 Peter 3*13} Revelation 
21*22).

H . PROCEDURE

Validation o f research t o o l . Since i t  was the purpose o f th is 

study to  determine how well Assemblies o f God young people know the 

doctrines o f their church, i t  was necessary to devise some kind o f 

research to o l that would measure th is  information. Since th is study 

was by nature a survey, only survey type too ls  were considered. The
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instrument chosen wee a questionnaire. Mouly indicated that* "The 

choice o f the questionnaire in  preference to  other surrey techniques 

is  generally a matter o f weighing it s  strengths and weaknesses against 

those o f the interview ."2
Since th is study involved young people from selected churches 

in the states o f Pennsylvania> Georgia, W isconsin, Kentucky, North 

Dakota, Kansas, Oregon, and Arizona, the interview was not selected 

because o f the distances involved.

The questionnaire is  an old method o f research "yet i t  con

tinues to  be the most used . . . instrument o f educational research as 

graduate students and professional agencies continue to  re ly  m  i t .*3 
On the other hand, the questionnaire has become the subject o f much 

seemingly valid  critic ism . The questionnaire, Mouly says, "has 

d efin ite  advantages which must be weighed against i t s  disadvantages, 

and it s  v a lid ity  mist be considered in  the sp e c ific  case."**

Mouly suggests the follow ing advantages and disadvantages o f the

questionnaires5

Advantages

1 , I t  permits wide ocverage fo r  a minimum expense both in  money 
and e ffo r t .

2. I t  does not c a ll fo r  a signature or other means o f iden ti
fica tion  and thus may e l i c i t  more ob jective rep lies ,

G eorge J« Mouly, The Science o f &hioatioaal Research,
(Mew larks American Book (SeSpiSy, I% 3T, p. """"

3Ib id . ,  p. 234 W d . % b id ., pp. 239- 2U*
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3* I t  permits more considered answers.

U. I t  is  more adequate in situations in  which the respondent 
has to  check his inform ation.

$ . I t  allows graater uniformity in  the manner in  which the 
questions are posed and thus ensures greater comparability in  the 
answers.

Disadvantages

1, The inajor weakness la  undoubtedly the problem of non-returns.

2. The v a lid ity  o f questionnaire data a lso  depends in  a cru cia l 
way on the a b ility  and w illingness o f the respondent to  provide the 
information requested.

3* The p o ss ib ility  o f the m isinterpretation of the questions 
say resu lt in  some incorrect answers to  the questions asked.

For the purposes o f th is  study i t  was considered that the 

advantages outweighed the disadvantages.

Mature o f research to o l. The f ir s t  part o f the to o l asked a 

series of questions to  provide sot?® personal background information 

about the person answering the questions in  an a t t e s t  to  determine 

certain  factors which wight e ffe c t  the resu lts .

The second part was a series o f sixteen sn ltlp to-ch oice  ques

tion s with three alternatives to each question. One o f these nsaltlple- 

choice questions dealt with each o f the aixteen statements of the 

"Statement o f Fundamental Truths*.

Instructions for marking the m ultiple-choice questions were 

e x p lic it ly  stated because Thomas wrote that "the test should be organ

ised so that the student may see readily what he should do and how
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to do it. " 6

Multiple-choice questions were used because Thomas lists this 

type of quastioil with the group that he called "usually most appro

priate for testing mastary of facts.”? Sine® this study was testing a 

fixed statement of material, this type of question was considered valid.

On each of the multiple-cboiee questions the correct answer was 

taken directly from the "Statement of Fundamental Truths" or from the 

abridged version of the "Statement" as it regularly appears in The 

Pentecostal Evangel which is the weekly periodical of the Assemblies of 

God. This abridged version of the "Statement" appears in this study as 

Appendix A,

The next part of the questionnaire was a series of true-false 

questions. These were designed to be a check an the results of the 

multiple-choice questions and to help determine if the participants 

understood the meaning of the "Statement" as well as knew what it said. 

On this section, as on the other, instructions for marking the choice 

of answers were explicitly stated.

Thomas also listed true-falae type questions with the group that 

he called "usually most appropriate for testing mastery of facts."**

This questionnaire was not constructed with any intentional 

tricky wording. It was the purpose of this questionnaire to measure

jS. Murray Thomas, Judging Student Progress (New York? Longmans, 
Green & G o., 195b) , P- 39,

7Ibid,t p. US. 6Ibld.
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accurately the participants knowledge o f the "Statement*. Thomas 

pointed oati

I t  is  unfair to  use tricky wording or clumsy item -construction 
to  catch the student. The test should measure the in d iv idu a l's  
a b ility  to meet the class goa ls, not hi® a b ility  to  guess what 
trick s  the teacher is  attempting with words."

I t  should be pointed out that i t  would be possible fo r  the 

participant to  guess and get the correct answer for the type of 

questions used in  th is  questionnaire. The chances for guessing and 

getting the right answer on the m ultiple-choice questions are one out 

o f three since there is  one correct answer and three p o s s ib ilit ie s  for 

each question. On the tru e-fa lse  questions the choices are one out o f 

two since there are two alternatives and only one correct answer. Since 

th is questionnaire covered the same material in both types o f questions 

asked, the chances o f guessing e ffectin g  the and resu lt is  thus 

reduced. I t  would a lso seem reasonable to  admit that some questions 

were answered correctly  by the participants guessing, and that some 

were answered in correctly  by the participants guessing. So guessing 

was not considered to  have any sign ifican t e ffe ct on the end resu lts o f 

th is questionnaire.

The fourth part o f the questionnaire was designed to  determine 

something about the participants consideration o f the importance o f 

doctrine, th eir attitudes about the amount o f doctrinal instruction  

that they have been given in  tbe Asser-blios o f God Church.

% b id ., p. 50
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The la st question asked the participants to  state b r ie fly  why 

they attend an Assonblies o f God Church. This question was designed to  

help determine the participants attitude about the importance o f 

doctrine.

I t  should be acknowledged that a fter  the student had completed 

the questionnaire dealing with doctrine, a doctrinal answer could be 

suggested by in ference. However, i t  does appear that in  most oases an 

honest answer was attempted.

The questionnaire is  exhibited in  th is  study as Appendix B»

Administration of research to o l. The f ir s t  step taken in  the 

administration of the research to o l was to  w rite a le tte r  to  pastors o f 

selected churches in  the states to  be surveyed. This le t te r , which 

appears in  th is  study as Appendix C, explained the nature o f th is  study 

and asked for the cooperation o f the pasters*

Enclosed with th is  la tte r  was a self-addressed post card on 

which the pastors could indicate th eir w illingness or lack of w lllin g - 

ness to  participate in  the survey. I f  they agreed to  cooperate they 

could indicate the nunber o f questionnaires they would need. This 

post card is  exhibited in  the study as Appendix D.

A fter these poet cards were returned, tbs number o f  question

naires requested were sent with a le tte r  o f Instructions and appre

ciation  (See Appendix E) and a postage-paid, self-addressed envelope 

for use in  returning the questionnaires.

The states o f Pennsylvania, Georgia, W isconsin, Kentucky,
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worth Dakota, Kansas, Oregon and Arizona were ohoaen because these 

states represent geographical regions o f the nation as w ell as so cio - 

economic and re lig iou s areas o f the nation. The states were chosen on 

a representative b a sis.

The churches within these states were chosen for  various 

reasons. I t  was intended that th is study should be tru ly  represent

a tive , therefore, some churches were chosen because they were known to  

be large* Others ware ohoaen because they were known to  be in email 

towns. Others were chosen because they were known to  be atsall churches 

in  large towns.



CHAPTER IT

RESULTS AND INTERPRETATIOR

Of the two hundred f i f t y  churches asked to  participate in  th is  

survey, eighty-two indicated that they were w illin g  to  participate and 

that they needed fourteen hundred seventy-eight questionnaires. A 

to ta l o f four hundred f i f t y  questionnaires were returned froa f i f t y -  

seven churches. The number o f questionnaires returned from the stetee 

is  indicated in  Table 1.

TABLE I

NUMBER OF QUESTIONNAIRES RETURNED 

FROM THE STATES SUHTSTED

STATES CHURCHES QUESTION
NAIRES

Pennsylvania 3 3U
Georgia 3 IS
Wisconsin 11 112
Kentucky 5 30
North Dakota 11 50
Kansas 6 96
Oregon 3 73
Arisons 5 37

The information from the questionnaires was tabulated end

appears in Table 11



TABLE II

BATA GATHERED IN THIS STUD!

AGS 13 lit IS 16 17 16 19

H "  &  h2  102  10d 102 h 6  35

Males 200 Feteales 21*8 Hot Stated 2 

Christians* Tes UPS Ho 35 Hot Stated 10 

Persons haring received Baptism of Holy S p irit i Tes 262 Mo 1U9

Mot Stated 36 Question obviously not understood 3

Parents Christians t mother and father 278 mother but not

father 102 father but not mother 6 neither father 

nor mother 60 not stated

Regular family worships Tea 168 Mo 2iih Mot Stated 18 

Number o f ohurehes participating by sizes Below 39 5

1*0-69 10 70-99 9 1Q0-Ui9 6 ISO-199

200-299 S 300-1*99 h500 up 2 

Humber o f years participants hare attended Sunday Schools 

Less than 1 y r . 13 1-3 yrs 19 3-6 yrs 27

6-9 yrs 3U 9-12 yrs 33 12-15 yrs 3b

A ll o f U fa  286 Mot Stated U
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As the questionnaires returned they were graded. A ll questions 

not correctly  answered were considered wrong. This naans answers that 

were narked wrong and questions le f t  unanswered were considered 

in correct. The m ultiple-choice questions and the tru e-fa lse  questions 

were graded separately. Each paper had a mrk indicating the number 

missed on the m ultiple-choice end another indicating the nutdher missed 

on the tru e-fa lse  section s. The resu lts o f the grading is  shown in  the 

follow ing tablet

TABLE i n

A COMPARISON OP CORRECT 

AND INCORRECT QUESTIONNAIRES

NUMBER qU j

Perfeot on M ultiple-Choice and True-False 11 6.5#

Perfect on M ultiple-Choice with 
errors on True-False 80 17.8*

Perfect on True-False with errors 
on M ultiple-Choice 16 3.5*

Errors on M ultiple-Choice and True-False 323 71.8*

The next tabulation was to  determine what per oent o f the to ta l 

missed on each question. The result o f th is tabulation is  shown on 

Tables I?  and 7 .

The next tabulation was a comparison of the m ultiple-choice 

questions with the tru e-fa lse  questions that dealt with the same
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TABLE I f

A COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER AND 
PER CENT THAT MISSED EACH QUESTION 

IN THE *®LTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION

QUESTION NUMBER PER CENT 
KISSED

1 5U 12.0*

2 51 11.3*

3 19 k .H

k 1*7 10.lt*

5 22 It.9*

6 h9 10.9*

7 79 17.6*

8 86 19.1*

9 120 26.7%

10 58 12.9*

11 67 lit .8*

12 39 8.7*

13 177 39.3*

Hi lUi 25.3*

I IS h7 10.lt*

16 73 16.2*
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TABLE V

A COMPARISON OF TEE 30MB© AMD 
PER CENT THAT HISSED EACH QUESTION 

IN THE TRUE-FALSE SECTION

QUESTION m m m PER CENT 
HISSED

1 90 20.0*
2 8 9 io . n
3 102 22.7%
8 72 16.0%
5 97 21.6%
6 SO 17.8%
7 88 9*6%
8 122 27.1%
9 31 6.9%

10 38 8.8%
11 93 20.7%
12 30 6.7%
13 38 7.6%
lit 76 17.3%
15 23 5.1%
16 58 1 2 .®
17 78 17.3%
18 56 12.8%
19 62 13.6%
20 115 25.6%
21 52 11.6%
22 82 9.3%
23 85 18.9%
28 86 10.2%
25 102 22. n
26 106 23.6%
27 23a 52.9%
28 33 7.3%
29 67 1 8 .®
30 50 11.1%
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doctrine. The rmjltiple-choice questions were numbered on the question

naire to  correspond with the numbering o f the "Statement.* The results 

o f th is  tabulation are reported in  Table VI.

This tabulation showed that in the siultiple-choice section the 

participants scored highest on the statements about Jesus Christ, 

salvation, and divine healing. I t  further showed that they scored 

lowest on the statement about the blessed hope o f the ohuroh.

This tabulation showed that o f the true-fa lse questions the 

persons surveyed s&saed questions 15 and 12 (salvation and divine 

healing) lea st. This tabulation further showed that question 27 

(virgin  birth  of Jesus) o f the true-fa lse section was missed a to ta l 

o f 52.9&. The results of th is  tabulation may indicate that question 27 

of the true-fa lse section was not understood by the participants.

The next tabulation was a comparison of those who had attended 

Sunday School for less  than three years with those who indicated that 

they had attended Sunday School a l l  of their l i f e .  The results of th is 

comparison are shown in Tables VII and VIII.

This tabulation was done in an attempt to  determine whether 

extended Sunday School attendance resulted in  better scores on the test 

or attendance o f Sunday School for a shorter period o f time. This 

comparison shewed that those persons who indicated that they had attend

ed Sunday School a l l  o f their l i f e  scored sign ificantly  higher than 

those who indicated that they bad attended Sunday School less  than 

three years.
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A COMPARISON OP THE QUESTIONS MISSED 
ON THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION HEM 

THE QUESTIONS MISSED ON THE THUE-FALSE SECTION

QUESTION ON 
MULTI PLE-CHOICEe

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TUBE-FALSE

PER CENT
MISSED

1 12.0% 2 10.9%
6 17.8%

a 11.3% ID 8.1$
23 18.9%
29 21.9%

3 l u & 20 25.6%
27 52.9%
28 7.3%

h 1D.U% 13 7.6%
2ii 10.2%

5 I t . 955 15 5.1%
18 12.1$

6 10.9% 8 27.1%
25 22.7%

7 17.6% 16 12.0%
22 9 .3%
26 23.6%

8 19.1% 7 9.8%
9 26.7% 11 20.7%

21 11,6%
10 12.9% ii 16.0%

lh 17.3%
n lU.8% 1 20.0%

9 6.9%
12 8.7% 5 21.6%

19 13.8%
13 39.3% 3 22.7%

12 6.7%
Hi 25.3% 17 17.3%
15 lo.U% X) 11.1%
16 16.2%

«  Mussbers correspond to  auidbers In Statement o f Fundamental Truths
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A COMPARISON OF QUESTIOHS HISSED OS 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AMDTHOE-FALSE SECTION 

OF THOSE WHO ATTENDED SUNDAY SCHOOL ALL OF THEIR LIFE*

"  qggggrar.
MULTIPLE-CHOICE KISSED TRUE-FALSE MISSED

1 10.8$ 2 9.8$
6 l£.h%

2 12.6$ 10 7.7$
23 19.6$
29 12.2$

3 3.5$ 20 21.3$
27 50.U$
26 lt.2$

It 9.1$ 13 7.0$
7k 9.8$

5 3.5$ 15 U.2$
18 9 M

6 9»U$ a 25.9$
25 10.5$

7 13.3$ 16 10.5$
22 6.7$
26 22.0$

8 lit .3$ 7 7.0$
9 23.1$ 11 20.1$

21 10.5$
ID 11.2$ It 12.6$

lit 15.0$
11 11.9$ 1 17.6$

9 U.9$
12 7.3$ 5 18.9$

19 13.3$
13 36.0$ 3 23.1$

12 5.2$
lit 2U.5* 17 m .7$
15 9.1$ 30 9.8$
16 13.3$

*  This group included 286 participants
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TABLE VIII

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED 08 THE 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE AMD TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS OF 

THOSE WHO ATTENDED 8UMBAX SCHOOL LESS THAN THREE TEARS*

QUESTION 01 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

I 20.0$ 2 6.6$
6 30.0$

2 13.3$ 10 13.3$
23 10.0$
29 30.0$

3 10.0$ 20 Uo.o$
2? 70.0$
28 6.6$

U 20.0$ 13 6.6$
2ti 6.6$

5 6.7$ 15 6.6$
18 23.3$

6 20.0$ e 26.7$
*5 26.7$

7 h0»0$ 16 16.7$
22 13.3$

a 26 13.3$
23.3$ 7 20.0$

9 36.7$ a 6.6$
21 16.7$

10 20.0$ k 26.7$
1h 33.3$

n 30.0$ 1 23.3$
9 10.0$

12 20.0$ 5 bO*Q$
19 13.3$

13 56.7$ 3 16.7$

Hi
12 16.7$

36.7$ 17 16.7$
15 16.7$ 30 16.7$
16 23.3$

*  This group included 30 participants,
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The next tabulation compared boys with g ir l* . Tha resu lts o f 

th is  tabulation are exhibited in  Tables IX and X, This comparison 

showed that the g ir ls  scored higher than the boys.

The next tabulation cospared those who attend Sunday Schools 

with over three hundred average attendance with those who attend 

Sunday Schools with seventy or less in  average attendance. The resu lts 

o f th is  tabulation are exhibited in  Tables XI and X II. The resu lts of 

th is  comparison showed that those who attended Sunday Schools o f over 

three hundred scored higher than those who attended Sunday Schools o f 

seventy or le s s .

The next tabulation compared those participants who came from 

hoses where both parents were Christians with those who came from 

hows where neither parent was a Christian. The resu lts o f th is 

comparison are shown in Tables XIII and XI?. The resu lts o f th is  

comparison showed e sign ifican t d ifference between the two groups.

Those who came froaj hoses where both parents were Christ lasts scored 

sign ifica n tly  higher than those from homes where neither parent was 

a Christian.

The fin a l tabulation was that o f the observable fa cts  o f those 

who had no errors in  either the m ultiple-choice or the tru e-fa lse  

section s. Table X? exhibits these fa cts . Whether or not these 

factors are d irectly  related to  the fact o f perfect scores was not 

able to  be determined on the basis of th is study.



tabu : ix

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS HISSED ON 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AMD TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THE GIRLS*

QUESTION ON 
HJLTIPLS-CHOICE

PER CENT 
HISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
HISSED

1 9.3% 2 6 .0 *
6 12.1*

2 8 .3 * 10 a .a *
23 15.3*
29 10.5*

3 3.2* 20 25 .0*
27 lt7.5*
28 5 .2 *

8 8.9* 13 a .s *
28 6.9*

5 3.2* 15 3 .6*
18 10.5*

6 10.1* 8 20 .6*
25 20.6*

7 12.5* 16 9.7*
22 7.7*
26 19 .8*

8 16.9* 7 5.6*
9 25 .8* 11 15.3*

21 6.9*
10 10 .9* a 12.3*

lit 15.3*
11 13.7* i 16.9*

9 5 .6*
12 7.7* 5 19.lt*

19 m .5*
13 36 .7* 3 19.8*

12 8 .0 *
m 23 .0* 17 11.3*
15 9.3* 30 8.1*
US 11.3*

* This group includes 288 participants
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TABLE X

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED ON 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THE BOTS*

QUESTION ON 
MULTIPLE-CHCtECa

PER GENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

1 Hi.o* 2 16.5*
6 2U.5*

2 10.5* 10 13.5*
23 23.0*
29 20.0%

3 5.6* 20 26.5*
27 59.5*
28 9.5*

h 12.0* 13 11.0*
2ii Hi.O*

5 7.0* 15 7.0*
18 Hi.O*

6 12.0* 8 35.5*
25 25.0*

7 23.5* 16 15.5*
22 12.0*
26 29.0*

8 21.0* 7 15.0*
9 25.5* 11 26.5*

21 18.0*
10 15.0* h 19.0*

Hi 20.0*
11 17.0* 1 22.5*

9 8.0*
12 10.5* 5 2li.Q*

19 18.5*
13 !i2.S* 3 27.5*

12 9.5*
Hi 21.0* 17 2ii.0*
15 12.0* 30 Hi.O*
16 22.5*

*  This group includes 200 participants



TABLE XI

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED ON 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THOSE WHO ATTEND SUNDAY SCHOOL OF 70 OR LESS IN ATTENDANCE*

QUESTION ON 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

1 15.5$ 2 16.7$
6 21.1$

2 16.7$ 10 5.6$
23 16.7$
29 15.5$

3 L.2$ 20 29.6$
27 57.7$
28 1,U$

h 11.3$ 13 i».2$
2L 7.0$

5 5.6$ 15 2.8$
18 8.1i$

6 11.3$ 8 3U.8$
25 5.6$

7 21.1$ 16 19.7$
22 5.6$

8 18.3$ 7 11.3$
9 25.3$ 11 ii*.i$

21 9.9$
10 1L.1$ k 8.U$

1h 18.3$
11 18.3$ 1 31.0$

9 8.1i$
12 8.i*$ 5 12.7$

19 7.0$
13 U5.2$ 3 25.3$

12 2.8$
lit 26.8$ 17 25.3$
15 8.U$ 30 7.0$
16 11.3$

* This group included 71 participants.



TABLE XII

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED ON 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AID TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THOSE WHO ATTEND SUNDAY SCHOOL OF OVER 300 IN ATTENDANCE*

QUESTION ON 
MULTI PLE-CHOICS

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

1 5.8* 2 8.7*
6 16.7*

2 6.7* 10 7.2*
23 12.3*
29 13.8*

3 2.9% 20 18.8*
27 37.7*
28 8.3*

8 8.0* 13 6.5*
2k 9.8*

5 .7% 35 5.1*
18 7.2$

6 5.3* 8 20.3*
25 19.6*

7 12.3* 16 8.0*
22 12.3*

8 17.8* 7 8.7*
9 18.8* 11 15.9*

21 12.3*
10 11.6* 8 18.3*

Hi 8.0*
11 10.1* 1 18.8*

9 3.6*
12 9.8* 5 17.8*

19 8.7*
13 28.2$ 3 18.5*

12 2.9*
1 8 28.6* 17 18.5*
15 10.1* 30 10.1*
16 20.3*

*  This group Included 138 participants
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TABLE XIII

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED ON 
THE MJLTIPLS-CHGIOE AND TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THOSE WHO COME m m  HOMES WHERE BOTH PARENTS ARE CHRISTIANS*

QUESTION ON 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

1 9.0$ 2 10.8$
6 16.2$

2 11.5$ 10 7.2$
23 16.3$
29 6.5$

3 3.2$ 20 22.3$
27 51.8$
28 it.7$

It 6.8$ 13 it.7$
2it 7.9$

5 2.9% 15 3.6$
18 7.9$

6 9.0$ 8 23.6$
25 19.1$

7 12.6$ 16 8.6$
22 7.2$

8 15.8$ 7 9.0$
9 23.7$ 11 19.8$

21 10.6$
10 10.lt$ it 16.0$

Ut 16.0$
11 11.5$ 1 19.6$

9 5.8$
12 8.3$ 5 17.3$

19 8.6$
13 35.3$ 3 23.3$

12 6.7$
lit 25.2$ 17 13.7$
15 9.7$ 30 9.3$
16 lit .8$

*  This group included 278 participants.
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TABLE XIV

A COMPARISON OF QUESTIONS MISSED ON 
THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND TRUE-FALSE SECTIONS 

OF THOSE WHO COME FROM HOMES WHERE BOTH PARENTS ARE NOT CHRISTIANS*

QUESTION ON 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE

PER CENT 
MISSED

QUESTION ON 
TRUE-FALSE

PER CENT 
MISSED

1 21*7% 2 8.3*
6 16.7*

2 15.0* 20 6.7*
23 16.7*
29 16.7*

3 8,3* 20 31.7*
27 itl. 7*
28 13.3*

it 13.3* 13 10.0*
2it 6.7*

5 6.7* 15 6.7*
18 18.3*

6 15.0* 8 31.7*
25 28.3*

7 23.3* 16 13.3*
22 10.0*

8 23.3* 7 15.0*
9 31.7* 11 18.3*

21 13.3*
10 23.3* it 18.3*

1U 13.3*
11 21.7* 1 16.7*

9 10.0*
12 8.3* 5 26,7%

33.it*
19 15.0*

13 3 20.0*

lit
12 6.7*

25.0* 17 23.3*
15 13.3* 30 15.0*
16 20.0*

*  This group included 60 participants.
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TABLE X?

FACTS CBSEK7ABLE HON 
QUESTIONNAIRES WITH HO ERRORS

AGS 13 U* IS 16 17 18

NUMBER OF
PERSONS A ' 9 1* 7 3

Hale 5 Female 25 Not Stated 1

Christians* Tee 29 No 1 Not Stated1 1

Baptism o f Holy Spirit* Tes _ 19 No 8 Not Stated 1*

Parents Christians* Mothers Tes _ 26 No l

Fathers Tes 20 NO 10 Not Stated 1

Family Worship* Tes 7 Mo 23 Not Stated 1

Size o f Sunday School* Below 39 1 1*0-69 2 70-99 5

100-121* 1 125-11*9 3 150-199 2 200-299 2

3004*99 3 500 up 11 Not In

1

Attended Sunday School* Less than 1 yr 1 3-6 yrs 1

6-9 yrs 2 9-12 yrs _ J 12-15 yrs _ U A ll of l i f e  1



CHAPTER V

SUMAST A W  GONCUJSIOIiS

The problem. I t  has bean said that A ss® *lies o f God young 

people are not knowledgeable o f the doctrines of their church. l e t ,  

others hare denied th is  accusation. This study proposed to  determine 

which argument reflected  the facts*

The purpose of th is study was to  determine how w ell Assemblies 

o f God teen-agers (ages 15-16-1?) knew the doctrines o f their church as 

defined in  the "Statement o f Fundamental Truths." The study surveyed 

teen-agers (ages 15-16-17) who attend Sunday School la  selected churches 

in the states of Pennsylvania, Georgia, Wisconsin, Kentucky, North 

Dakota, Kansas, Origan and Arizona. The cr ite r ia  for evaluation was 

the "General Council o f the Assemblies o f God Statement o f Fund mental 

Truths."

The questionnaire was selected as the research to o l for th is 

study. The questionnaire o f sixteen m ultiple-choice and th irty true- 

fa lse questions was devised to test the participants knowledge o f the 

doctrines. I t  a lso  attempted to  determine factors that may have 

caused one group to do particularly w ell or particularly poor.

The resu lts . With the data gathered and displayed in 

Chapter IF o f th is study, many conclusions could be formulated. I t  

would seem, however, that four conclusions can be w ell supported from 

th is study.
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F irst, the accusation that AsseGblies o f God young people are 

not knowledgeable o f the doctrines o f their church, has at least to  

some degree been supported. This observation is  supported by the fact 

that of the persons surveyed only 6*9% scored perfect papers.

Second, the doctrines about the Lord Jesus Christ and salvation 

were best known. This conclusion i s  supported by the fact that over 

95% o f the persona surveyed were able to identify these doctrines.

Third, the doctrine o f the Blessed Hope was known least. This 

conclusion is  supported by the fact that over o f the persons 

surveyed were not able to identify  th is  doctrine.

Fourth, the factors that effected the scores most were regular 

Sunday School attendance, the Influence o f Christian hoses, and 

participation in larger Sunday Schools.

Heopiiaaendatlong. On the basis o f the findings of th is study the 

following recommendations are offered :

1. Sunday School lessons should emphasize doctrine more.

2. Regular Sunday School attendance from early childhood 

should be encouraged.

3. The influence o f Christian homes should be strengthened.

in Since most o f the teen-agers indicated their willingness to  

do further doctrinal studies and to  memorise the "Statement of Funda

mental Truths" with supporting Scripture verses, study courses should be 

designed and made available to the churches that would stress the 

teaching o f doctrinal content.
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Hoooasaendations for further study* fhe following recommendations 

for further study are offered as a result o f the findings of th is study*

1. Detailed study should be given to the staffing and program

ing o f larger churches to  determine what factors caused higher secures 

from larger churches.

2* Since the doctrines about the baptism in the Holy Spirit 

and the evidence o f the baptism in the Holy Spirit constitute a large 

part o f  what distinguishes the Assemblies o f God fro® other evangelical 

churches, study should be given to  determine why the participants did 

not score higher on questions related to these doctrines.
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APPEHISX A

m *xm m  of faith

WE BELIEVE the Bible to  be the inspired and only in fa llib le  and author- 

itativ® Word o f God. WE BELIEVE that there i s  one God, eternally 

existent In three persons? God the Father, God the Sen, and God the 

Hedy Ghost. WE BELIEVE in the deity of ear Lord leans Christ, in  His 

virgin b irth , in His sin less l i f e ,  in  His miracles, In His vicarious 

*nd atoning death, in  His bodily resurrection, In His ascension to  the 

right hand o f the Father, and in His personal future return to  this 

earth in power and glory to  rule a thousand years. WE BELIEVE in the 

Blessed Hope, which i s  the Rapture o f the Church at C hrist 's  coming,

WE BELIEVE that the only means of being cleansed fro® sin is  through 

repentance and fa ith  in  the precious blood of Christ. WE BELIEVE that 

regeneration by the Holy Spirit is  absolutely essential for personal 

salvation. WE BELIEVE that the redemptive work o f Christ on the cross 

provides healing o f  the human body in answer to  believing prayer. WE 

BELIEVE that the baptism o f the Holy S p ir it , according to  Acts 2 th, is  

given to  believers who ask for i t ,  WE BELIEVE in the sanctifying power 

o f the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is  enabled to  live  

a holy l i f e .  WE BELIEVE in the resurrection o f both the saved and the 

lo s t , the one to  everlasting l i f e  and the other to  everlasting damnation.#

*  As i t  appears ia  the Pentecostal Evangel a weekly period ical published 
by the Assemblies o f God.
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APPENDIX B

Dear Teenagers

You are taking part in a survey that la  being conducted in  selected 
churches across the nation. As far as possib le , please answer a l l  
questions. Thank you for your kindness in  helping us.

Personal Information

Age Male Female Are you a C h r is t ia n ? _________

At what age were you eared?________________ ____ __________ ___________ _

Here you receired the baptism of the Holy Spirit? When?

Are your parents Christians? Mother? Yes___ Mo Father? Tes____ No____

About when were they sered? Mother? ____________ Father?___________ _

Are they members o f an Assemblies o f Cod Church?

Mother? Yea Mo Father? Yes Mo

Does your family regularly hare family worship? Yes ___________ Mo_________

’What is  the approximate si*e of your Sunday S ch oo l?____________________ _

Do you regularly attend Sunday School? Yes____Mo____ CA's? Yes_____Mo____

Hew long bare you attended Sunday School? Less than one year? __________

One to three years?____ Three to  s ix  years? Six to  nine years?

Mine to  twelve years?____ Twelve to  fifteen  years?_____A ll o f l i f e ? ____

Hare you erer attended study courses in  which the doctrines o f the

Assemblies o f Qed were taught? Yes Mo How sway courses?_________

Hare you erer memorised the doctrinal statement o f the Assemblies o f Qod? 

Yes Mo Scriptures about each doctrine? Yes Mo_______

(Continued)
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Hark an nX" on the line by the answer that best shears what the Assemblies
of God believe as expressed in the Statement of Fundamental Troths.

1. We believe that the Bible

__________a. i s  in  part inspired by God and 'my become God's
revelation to  man even though sow  errors nay be found
in i t .

___________ b . i s  a good book and contains stories that teach
principles that we should follow .

___________ o . is  verbally inspired of God and is  the revelation of
God to man, and is  the in fa l l ib le , authoritative rule 
o f fa ith  and conduct.

2. We believe that God

__________ a. i s  one, eternally existing in  three personst God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.

___________ b . is  three d istin ct and separate persons of which the Father
is  in  a l l  ways superior to the Son and the Son in a l l  ways 
superior to  the Holy S p ir it .

___________ c . i s  one, Jesus only, and as he w ills  acts in the ro les  of
Father, Son, and Holy S p irit.

3. We believe that Jems Christ

__________ a. was a good man, a good teacher and was a friend o f a l l
and the founder o f the Christian re lig ion  much as Mohammed 
was to  the Muslim re lig ion .

_________ b . was tha eternal Son o f God. We believe in his virgin
b irth , sinless l i f e ,  his miracles, his substitutionary 
work on the cross, his bodily resurrection from the dead, 
his exaltation to the right hand o f God.

__________ c . was born to  Mary and Joseph, that be lived a normal l i f e
and did normal things and died a normal death at the hand 
of Roman soldiers on the cross and was buried in a tomb 
where his body remained.

U» We believe that ram

__________ a. is  essentially  good and through the processes of education,
in te llectu a l betterment, s c ie n t ific  discovery and socia l 
improvement can bring about utopia on earth.

_________ b . was created good and uprightj but voluntarily sinned,
thereby incurred not only physical death, but a lso 
sp iritua l death, which is  separation from God.

_________ c . i s  neither good nor e v i l ,  and that he i s  to liv e  in a way
that he w ill  enjoy himself to the fulfillm ent o f his 
satisfaction . (Continued)
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5. We believe that salvation

__________ a . i s  provided only through repentance and faith  in  the
precious blood o f Christ. Regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit i s  absolutely essential for personal salvation.

___________ b , i s  not needed by man because he is  essentially  good
and can by his am e ffo r ts  attain to  the highest 
possible good.

__________ o . can be experienced by miter baptism and church
membership.

6. We believe that the ordinances o f the church

______ _ a. are seven in  number and that prayers for the dead are
among these and only ordained ministers have power to 
perform these.

__________b . should not be observed at a l l  as they have no scrip 
tural basis and have no meaning for Christians/

____________ e, are two in  nuaber, the communion o f the Lord*a Supper
and baptism in water by immersion in  the name o f the 
Father, and o f the Son, and o f the Holy Ghost.

7. We believe that the Baptism In the Holy Spirit

___________ a . come© to  a believer at the time o f salvation and i s
the same as regeneration by the Holy S p irit.

__________ b , i s  available to  a l l  believers that i t  is  d istin ct
from and follows the new b irth , and that i t  brings 
an enduesent o f power for Christian l i f e  and service.

___________ o . comes to  a believer in the form o f a great blessing
whereby the sin fu l nature is  removed.

8. We believe that the evidence o f the baptism in the Holy Spirit

___________ a . i s  only a desire for sp iritua l things and the fru its
o f the Christian l i f e  with accompanying joy and power.

__________ b . is  evidenced by the in it ia l  physical sign of speaking
with other tongues as the Spirit o f God gives utterance 
and that th is speaking in tongues is  the same essence 
as the g if t  of tongues, but is  d ifferent in  i t s  purpose 
and use.

__________ c . i s  the fact that the believer has been baptized in  water
and is  liv ing  a l i f e  o f Christian character.

(Continued)
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9* We believe that sanctification

__________ a. is  a second defin ite  work o f grace whereby a person is
separated onto God and the sin fu l nature is  removed.

___________ b . i s  a separation from that which is  e v i l  and a dedication
unto God and is  realised in the believer by identification  
with Christ and continual giving o f ones s e lf  to  the Holy 
S p ir it .

___________ o. i s  accomplished in  a believer*s l i f e  by not doing such
things as attending questionable amusements, by modes 
o f dress and by generally being different from Other 
people.

10. We believe that the church

__________ a* i s  the body o f Christ, o f which every believer born of
the Spirit i s  an integral part o f the General Assembly 
and Church of the Firstborn, which are written in  heaven.

__________ b , i s  the body of Christ and i s  made up o f a l l  those who
have been baptised and joined the loca l church.

__________ c . i s  made up only of persons who are mtshora o f  Assemblies
o f God churches because they are the only church that is  
right.

11. We believe that the ministry

___________ a. is  a profession in  the church that those who desire and
are well trained nay enter.

__________ b . i s  divinely called and is  scripturally ordained for a
twofold purposes (1) the evangelization of the world and 
(2) the edifying of the Body o f Christ.

__________ o. Is  a special class of persons who have special powers from
God and function as God's representatives to  the people.

12. We believe that divine healing

__________ a. i s  mostly right thinking and therefore rea lly  neither
divine nor healing.

___________ b. i s  an integral part of the gospel and that deliverance
from sickness is  provided for in the atonement and is  
the privilege o f a l l  believers.

__________ o . is  the result o f God*s use o f natural healing processes
aided by medical science, and o f the observance of 
natural health laws.

(Continued)
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13. We believe that the Biassed Hope

__________ « .  i s  what ie  called the second coning o f Christ and that
only those who have received the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit and spoken in  other tongues w ill  go with Christ.

____________ b . is  the term used to  refer to  the state o f joy  and happi
ness that comes to  a l l  believers at death.

_____________ e . is  the imminent resurrection o f those fa llen  asleep in
Christ together with the translation o f those who are 
a live  and remain unto the coming of the Lord.

Hi. We believe that the M illennial Reign o f Christ

______________ a. i s  the second coming o f Christ which includes the rapture
of the saint8, followed by the v is ib le  return of Christ 
with His saints to reign on earth for one thousand years.
I t  w il l  bring salvation to  the nation o f Israel and the 
establishment o f universal peace.

____________ b . ia  a term used to refer to  the time on earth when man w ill
by education and progressive betterment usher in  a fin a l 
utopia here and a l l  w il l  be peace for a l l  men.

___________ o. i s  the reign and rule o f Christ in the heart o f the believer
and the establishment and functioning of Christ’ s kingdom*

15* We believe that tha fin a l judgment

___________ a* comes to a person at death.

__________ b. w il l  not exist because Qod is  a God o f love and judgment
would therefore v io late  his character.

___________ o. w il l  be the raising and judging o f the wicked dead accord
ing to their works and whoever is  not found in the Book 
of L ife w ill  be consigned to  everlasting punishment which 
is  the second death.

16. We believe that the New Heavens and the New Earth

____________ a . are the promise o f God and we look for new heavens and a
new earth wherein dwellstb righteousness.

___________ b . are the state of joy and b lis s  that a l l  go to  a fter death.

___________ c .  w ill  be the conditions o f th is  universe a fter socia l better
ment and enlightenment have completed their process o f 
continual improvement.

(Continued)
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Mark "X" on the appropriate lino of the following statements indicating 
whether each ia  true or fa lse  according to  the Statement of Fundamental
T ruths o f  th e  A ssem blies o f  God.

True False

!• _____ ______ The minister has power to  cause the bread and the
fru it of the vine to  become the l ite r a l  blood and 
body of Christ in the communion service.

2. — —  _ _ _ .  Tij® Bible is  the fin a l authority in matters of
faith and practice.

3. _____ _____ Jesus w ill  not come back to  th is earth bod ily .

h. _____ _____ 7he true church consists only of those who are born
again.

5. _ _ _ _  _____ Healing for our bodies has no relation  to  the atonement.

6. ______ _____ The words of the Bible are not inspired by God| only
the thoughts of scripture are inspired.

7. _ _ _  ______ Speaking in  tongues is  the in it ia l  physical sign that
a believer has received the baptism in the Holy S p irit.

8* _____ _____ Baptism must be by immersion.

9. _____ _____  The minister has the power from God to  forgive sine.

10. _____ _____ W® believe in one God ia  three persons. Father, Son,
and Holy S p irit.

11. _____ ______ Sanctification is  a progressive work whereby the
believer becomes more Christlike.

12* _____ _____ true Christians are going to  be raptured with
Jesus when be comes again.

13.  _ _____  Man was originally  created in the image of God.

lit. _____  _____  The mission of the church ia  to  reform the world
socia lly .

15. _ _ _ _  _____ only possible way to  salvation is  through the
shed blood of Jesus Christ.

(C ontinued)



APPENDIX B 
(Continued)

72

Only persona who have received the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit w il l  go to  heaven,

Christ w ill  v is ib ly  return to the earth and w ill  
reign with his saints for one thousand years.

Salvation may be obtained by sincerely doing ones 
best.

Divine healing is  an integral part o f the gospel.

The Son o f God did not exist u n til the baby Jesus 
was born.

A believer m y liv e  as he pleases and s t i l l  see God.

A ll believers can receive the baptism in the Holy
S p ir it ,

Jesus Christ was both fu lly  divine and fu lly  human.

Everyone is  a sinner and in  need o f salvation.

Baptism of infants should be practiced in our churches.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit follows the experience 
o f conversion.

Jesus Christ was born o f a human mother and father.

The body of Jesus m s placed in a toss* where i t  
remained.

There never was a time when God did not ex ist.

At the fin a l judgment the d ev il, hi# angels and a l l  
persona whose names are not written in the Book of 
l i f e  w ill  be consigned to  everlasting punishment.
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Rate the following in  order as you consider their importance.

Very Important Important Of Soma Importance Hot Important 
1. Doctrine Is  _____ _____ ______ ______

Our Sunday School lessons 
stress doctrine.

Too Much Just Enough Hot Enough Hot At A ll

the pastor 's  preaching 
stresses doctrine.

Too Much dust Enough Hot Enough Hot At A ll

Our C.A, study courses 
stress doctrine.

Too Much Just Enough Hot Enough Hot At A ll

5* Weald you like to  make a thorough study o f the doctrinal statement o f 
the Assemblies o f God? Tea Ho

6. Would you be w illin g  to do homework outside the church to  help you 
learn the doctrines of the Assemblies o f God? Tea _____  Ho

7# Would you be w illing to memorize the doctrinal statement? le e ____ Ho

6. Would you be w illing  to memorize Bible worses about each o f the 
statements? Tea Ho

9 B riefly  state why you attend an Assemblies o f God church.
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9U5 Ogden Street 
Denver,Colorado 80218 
August 30, 1965

Dear Pastorr

Host cord ial Christian greetings!

I aw writing you because I  need your help.

I  am a graduate o f North Central Bible College in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Presently, I  am taking graduate studies in  pursuit o f the 
degree Master o f Religious Education. One of the requirements for th is 
degree i s  to  present a research thesis to the faculty. I  am researching 
our Assemblies o f Ood young people (ages 15-16-17) to determine their 
knowledge o f the "Statement o f Fundamental Truths" o f the General Council 
o f the Assemblies o f God.

The method of th is research w ill be a questionnaire covering the 
points o f the statement.

This survey covers churches in  representative states across 
the whole nation, including large metropolitan areas, smaller towns and 
rural areas. I t  i s  intended to be representative o f the whole nation.

Here i s  where I  need your help. W ill you be kind enough to  asaist 
me by having your teens complete a simple questionnaire which I w il l  
send you.

The individual church helping in the research w ill in  no way be 
Identified . The findings w ill be used to  compile tota ls  fo r  the whole 
survey.

W ill you kindly indicate your willingness to help m  the 
enclosed postcard. A ll you need to do is  check the appropriate state
ment and indicate the number o f questionnaires you w ill need and return 
i t  by mall. Would you please return the card to  me at oncej even i f  you 
should not wish to  participate.

As soon as I  receive the number o f forms that you need, I  w ill  
send them to  you with a postage-paid self-addressed envelope fear their 
return,

Thanking you for your help and awaiting your reply, I  am

Sincerely yours,

Dwayne E. Turner

DETig
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Dear Hr. Turner:

Our church w ill participate in  the survey 
which you are conducting.

Our church does not wish to participate in 
the survey which you are conducting.

_____ Number of questionnaires needed.

Thank you.

□□

Pasior^s Name
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9U5 Ogden Street 
Denver, Colorado 60216 
November 22, 1965

Deer Paetort 

Christian Greetings!

Thank you very much for helping us with the survey which we are canducting 
to  determine how w ell Assert l ie s  o f God teen-agers know the doctrines o f the 
Assemblies o f God as defined in  the Statement o f Fundamental Truths.

Enclosed please find the number o f questionnaires that you indioated that 
you could use. Tou w ill a lso find enclosed a self-addressed stamped 
envelope for returning these to me. The test consists o f four parts: 
one section o f personal questions, another section o f multiple-choice 
questions, a section o f true-fa lse questions and a section to  help us 
determine the young people's attitude o f the importance o f doctrine.

W ill you kindly administer the test to your young people, ages 15-16-17 
years, that attend Sunday School? We suggest that the test be adminis
tered during the Sunday School hour or immediately following the morning 
worship service. Experience shows that i t  takes about 20-25 minutes to  
answer the questions. Of course, some may complete i t  in  less  time and 
others may require more time.

We appreciate your kindness in  cooperating and don't want to  over do i t ,  
but i t  i s  imperative that the test be administered immediately and returned 
to  us at once as the deadline is  pressing us. I f  i t  i s  possib le, please 
administer the test next Sunday and return i t  to us in the next n a il. I f  
i t  i s  not possible to administer i t  next Sunday, please do so at your 
earliest convenience.

We are looking forward to  the results and fe e l that they w il l  be most 
significant* Ralph W. Harris, a d ito r-ia -ch ie f, o f the church school 
literature department at the General Council has indicated his interest 
in  learning what the survey reveals.

We sincerely appreciate a l l  of your help and w il l  anxiously await the 
return o f your completed questionnaires. Please fe e l free to  include 
a le tte r  indicating your response and reaction to the questionnaire.

Thanking you for  helping us, we are

Sincerely yours,

DSTig
ene.

Dwayne E, Turner
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Dear Pastor*

A few weeks ago 1 nailed to you the number o f 
questionnaires that you indicated you could use in  
our survey to  determine how w ell Assemblies o f God 
young people know the doctrines o f our church. As 
yet thay have not been received by return m i l .
Since we s t i l l  need several more returns from your 
state to complete a significant study for comparison 
with other states, i t  would be greatly appreciated i f  
you could return the completed questionnaires at 
your earliest convenience. Thank you for  your help.

Dwayne S. Turner
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