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The Role of Women in a Man’s War
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The 1916 Easter Rising disseminated a nonexclusive tragedy which impacted the whole world.
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lreland and Britain. u{*tl nda marinated in a widely accepted notion that conventional mi itary
tactics would not win the war, a |u:_:.x_~,-*:'::-_:. characterization of the risil g o each couniry s respeclive

rr

aftinity. The lrish perspective centered on survival and raw blunt force, whereas the British focusea

on the virtue of contlict and empire. Nonetheless, women were largely represented poor
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proliterating propaganda pieces. Althougn the Irish and the British maintained o pposing views of the

1916 contlict, both sides exp

oifead women imagery to support their masculine vision.
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Propaganda stimulates others to accept assertions without challenge. A working definition of
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‘propagan da” is “the spreading of ideas. information. or rumor for the purpose of helping or injuring

an institution, a cause, or a person” (Manzaria and Bruck). In essence, propaganda exists to draw
the public eye and excite supporters. Wartime propaganda popularized the narrative that cast
women into traditional roles of “guardians of the home” and further, as trophies requiring protection.
themes, such as honor, way of life, and protection of women, readily appear ir
propaganda produced during the 1916 conflict. Propaganda of all forms seg "egmed women from
directly engaging in the conflict. Instead, they indirectly supported the conflict with “their gentle
nature and vulnerability making them both objects of men’s affections and victims of the enemy’s
barbarous acts” (Fox, 2014, p. 14). The psychology that drives modern ideals of women is rooted

in common past perceptions. While Britain and Ireland both manipulated women illustrations

propaganda was tailored respectively to each country’s objective.

tenfion with a quiet

The advertising of the Easter Uprising was a “discreet footman trying to catch a
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cough” (Brown, 2016). Propaganda played a critical ro

e in motivatina and mobilizing supporters in
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Ireland. For the Irish, it served as a beckoning call to protect the country’s freedom from oppressive

,
ulinity which fueled th

British rule. However, the effort was largely prompted by the sheer masculinity °h fue
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sprising. The Irish perspective was exclusively survival, more than just liberation of men and women.

They intended rather a “principled, heroic gesture to reawaken the spirit ot militant nationalism

| i & ¥ L 5 4 5
among the apparently apathetic masses, an aspiration that explains their preoccupation with

symbolic and dramatic gestures” (McGarry, 2014). Therefore, propa
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rebels rarely teatured women. Instead posters fixate on men devoted to the fight. Themes of strength
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and heroism dominated the rebellion narrative. One image, published by the Irish life magazine

depicts an Irish soldier raising the Irish flag in one hand and a ritle in the other while standing on a

ag framed with the words, “lreland first and lreland last, and Ireland overall.” This
particular ad is a great example of “the fype of propaganda used to promote the war effort in

Irelana” ('mi 2015). Itillustrates rebellion as a masculine effort reinforcing women in o

supporter role rrom the home. Another m“cm e flaunts th lL L"I"I itv of women. Men in unitorms

arranged in trenches encircle a tloating woman waving the lrish flag. Her white, cascading gown
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symbolizes purity of the lrish intentions; to rule their own land. The men surrounding her highlight the

Irish consensus that men are the protectors. The propaganda that advocated the conflict onlv

g guns suppresses proper recognition of the axillary service women
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reatured men in uniforms ho

orovided.

The Easter Rising is remembered as the pivotal event in the struggle tor Irish independence.
However, tor the British, the Rising was a calamity. The Easter Rising "precipitated the independence

of one corner of the UK led on to the partition of Ireland and the Troubles and emboldened British

onies elsewhere to seek their freedom ” in turn hastening the end of the British empire (Irish
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Central, 2016). The conflict was necessary for the
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ne viriue f;]t CIviliZing the Irish. Women served as e empodiment of the nafion s viriue and

innocence: "the |ustice of its cause, and its determination to overcome the [rebels]” [Fox, 2014).

Contrary to Irish rebellion the British used propaganda to protect the vitality of lreland as part of
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their empire. One prominent postcard portrays a woman raising a gun and the Union Jack's askir

the following question: "How is freedom measured?” The answer Is stirring: "By the effort which it

- al A - - '--'—.--\--.a--'\-.,- U . — o — -1 4 -..--.I - -'—a-—--u - -'-:a-\.‘.- -'_;—'-.-' _;-'---—- T --:---
COsis 10 rerain I!i—:%‘.k_if_}l |! -H'— answel [_.'f_'?bl lonea near e 1ag sigl i’h.w BI rain s llvTi'“-_HT on O The

s

conflict. This poster also exemplities the proactive role or advertising women for an endearing
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pathos appeal to confinue the rignhf. vvar is a necessity 1or ine Britisn to maintain control ove
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Ireland. Even thouah Brit

ad emphasis of women surpasses Ireland capitalizing on elegant ana
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mirs A MmAasculine seniiment empeaagaedad

appealing illustrations ultimate
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perpefuafte rhe Jitional role of women which influenced future propaganaa.

Propaganda produced during the Easter Rising contributed to the narrative that perce

percepliion of women rmrougnour NISTory. ere are ciedr rraces or women exg

percepll r en throughou ) | || are cledr rraces or women exp

suTtra ge movemenrs rrom aroun l;'J he globe. Famous ima ges art rming ar ';J neqgaring women 5§

sUTIraQge all aerived Irom e rmagilie anda viriuous icon. ' aqgelres argued rhar i

suftrage erived from the e rtuous icon. Though Suffragette ued that

MOD | zation of women proved acfive tem -.1|i— oAl 2ar in the war etfort “were more worthy of
¥

], The Image Oor such women was

citizenship than male pacitists or conscientious objectors” (Fox]

obscured. Female nurses who risked their lives to care for the troog t the front, were stil
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described in L]fr?f'LJ':‘ ed terms such as “carers, sisters or angels.” Inversely, munitions wo kers we

simultaneous y depicieq ds capapie of aemandaing of V'S ical labor and as compromising the

maternal instincts. Jo Fox proposes the question, “How to reconcile the paradox that the same

women wno ma aLJ%: ne b ._I| els ana 5';-;;5 |i~, responsible faj' fhe deaths -._J:'- SO many, ‘-:.-*:.;J._IM also li'u':“' -'||E_r
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mothers of the next generation?2” The same narrative that i

crippled tuture movements that sought to demo ish such notions.

The exploitation of women dittered in each side of the tight. The British manipu reminine
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magery for the public to aspire to. However, the Irish rebels used images ot men fight ng for women
to inspire the citizens. Altho Jg:;|" both countries utilized women imagery in contrasting ways, the

exploitation of women furthered the narrative that kept women on the sidelines. This narrative
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