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Translations

O Quand je dors

Oh, when I sleep, approach my bed,

as Laura appeared to Petrach;

and as you pass, touch me with your breath...
at once my lips

will part!

On my glum face, where perhaps

a dark dream has rested for too long a time,
let your gaze lift it like a star...

at once my dream

will be radiant!

Then on my lips, where there flits a brilliance,
a flash of love that God has kept pure,

place a kiss, and transform from angel into woman...
at once my soul
will awaken!

L.’Abbandono

Lonely breeze

why do you sigh?

Sighs are meant for me alone

for, grieving and unhappy,

I call on Daphnis who does not hear
my unbearable torment.

The sweet-smelling violet, the rose and the jasmine
languish in vain;

I am far from him whom I adore,

and I have no relief

unless he comes and consoles me

with his beautiful blue gaze.

Industrious bees, who always flit
from flower to flower,
listen, listen:

If you find him where he is,

tell him to come back to the one who adores him,
as you come back to the bosom of the roses

at the first light of dawn.



