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Rachael Harris
Staff Writer

Newsweek said Sarah Palin’s Assemblies of God background shows
“theological naiveté” and that her faith represents the difference be-
tween “enlightened religion” and “evangelical religion.”

Other mass media news stories have called Palin’s religious beliefs
“politically explosive,”“extremist,”“‘off the wall” and “kind of nuts.”

Recently, a journalist said that Palin’s “views might strike some as of-
fensive, even radical, but they’re not atypical for a Pentecostal congre-
gation.”

Though Christians have many diverse perspectives, Palin’s religious
beliefs have come to represent evangelical Christians, and particularly,
members of the Assemblies of God. But the negative glare of the me-
dia grossly misrepresents the true nature of the group, said Bob Cook,
executive vice president of The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education.

“We have an allegiance to a higher Being, and we believe He is the
God of the Bible and the God of the Universe. So if that makes us radi-
cal, then fine, we will be radical,” Cook said, “but to say that we are radi-
cal in ways that separate us from other Americans and we have some
snobbish arrogance - that’s just not true.”
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ay Palin's Pentecostal Faith in Black and White

Cook believes journalists are making sweeping claims rather than
doing research. “It was interesting that since Sarah Palin has been :
introduced, we have not had news agencies that have made contact-
real contact — with the general council of AG - with the national office.

~ You would think that they’d want to do their homework;” he said, add-

ing that, “instead, they're finding some YouTube deal for some pastor
here and there. We're just hoping that they will do a thorough job in
investigating the Assemblies of God.”

Palin has remained unapologetic in the scrutiny of her faith. “No-
body is going to convince me that my foundation of faith is not good
for me and for my family no matter the mocking, no matter what any-
body says about it,” she said in an interview earlier this month.

While the spotlight on religion shines brightly on Palin, Democfatic ;
Vice-Presidential candidate Joe Biden’s Roman Catholic background
has gone largely unnoticed, according to the pewforum.org.

Sen. John McCain and Sen. Barack Obama have handled the media
beam on religion differently. While they have mentioned their Chris-
tian faith in the campaigns, political analysts have pointed out their
reticence to be as.open as Palin. ;

Obama said he feels the pressure from voters’ disapproval of his
religious beliefs. ' :

Please See Religion and Media, pg. 50
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Feathers were ruffled when The
Flightless Bird, an underground
newspaper, landed on the North-
west University campus last spring.
But the paper was not printed in
rebellion, insists Nathan Austin,
one of the creators. It was simply a
replacement for the school newspa
per, which ceased publication last
December, he said.

Austin decided to start the paper
when he heard that there had been
an underground paper at the uni-
versity some years before.

“I thought, why don’t we just do
that again? Open up the floor to
free thought again. The paper’s
gone,” he said. “It was not necessar-
ily something we wanted to bash
the school with.” : ,

Students either hailed issues of The
Flightless Bird or hastily threw copies
into recycle bins. Although the paper
started as an alternative to The Talon,
it became a vehicle to voice con-
troversial topics that may not have
been published in the university’s
sanctioned newspaper, Austin said.

The underground paper ran
articles critiquing administration
and'school policies. It also criticized
religious controversies including

Benny Hinn and other televangelists;

and discussed efforts to stop human
trafficking. ; :
“| felt there was a constriction of

student media and student thought. -

Even The Talon seemed like it was
very much controlled by the admin-
istration — made to sound a certain
way,” Austin said.“l understood that,
as a school, there are rules, but it's
college for Pete’s sake. We are think-
ing crazy thoughts, ‘What does this
mean? What does that mean?'We
have questions and we didn’t want

What Happened To The Flightless Bird?

questions to be silenced.”

The Flightless Bird published five
issues. Each printing was between
four and five regular printer pages in

Co-creator Nate Austin said The Flghtless Bird
was supposed to give readers a diversity of

perspectives on campus and community issues.

length, which were stapled together
and distributed across campus.

The paper followed the concept of
a zine. An issue contained between
three to six articles, including politi-
cal cartoons or illustrations of some

" kind.

“The Flightless Bird gave students
a chance to, not only broaden the
material that was being discussed,
but also to openly criticize things
that they saw on campus — to ques-
tion, critique things that they saw,”
said David Thompson, advocate of
the paper.“The administration was
a little pissed about it because they
felt The Flightless Bird was under-
mining their authority.”

Controversial issues were not
the concern of the administration,
asserts Paul Banas, vice president
for student development.“Our
primary concern is good journal-
ism. We aren't afraid of anything

that students want to communicate,
but we do want to help students
apply good journalism practice,” he
said. “We demand that we use good
journalism skills in reporting: that it
is well reported, both sides are rep-
resented, and there has been care
not to be slanderous. | think that is
important.”

Some students remarked that the
writers of The Flightless Bird were
“cowardly cowards” for remain-
ing anonymous, explained Austin.

. “There were a lot of people asking - °

why we didn't just put our names
on it, he said. “Sure, but | would kind
of like to get my degree and not be
expelled.” :

The Talon shut down last year
after the editor resigned. “The paper
ceased to publish because there
weren’t any students who wanted
to be part of it," said Banas.”l wish

that the energy that was put into

The Flightless Bird could have been
put into The Talon. That those who
had the motivation to put it together
stepped up to the plate for a solution.
to The Talon”

With The Talon back in print with a
new staff, some students are hopeful
for the paper’s success. “l see The Tal-
on having a lot of potential to have
students getting involved. Because
the school is so small, the paper has
the potential to be very relevant to
the students,” said Thompson. “Tak-
ing the initiative to interact with the
community, those on staff should
be able to gauge what the students -
want to hear and adjust accordingly.”

Austin sees a dilemma with the
Talon staff being only female. “It
would be good to have a real bal-
anced perspective in all aspects |
suppose. Diversity would be a good
thing,” he said.

Currently, there are no plans for
The Flightless Bird to go back into

. print.

Lindsey Cressey
Editor-in-Chief b

The meeting begins. | sit here with my notebook on
my lap and gel pen in hand, listening to my staff brainstorm
ideas for this current issue. The whiteboard begins to fill
up: featured students, undercover stories, an all inclusive
sports page, administration outlooks, arts and entertain-
ment, things to do around Kirkland, open dorms, etc., etc. As
creative idea after idea bounces around, the excitement of a
well-developed newspaper begins to ignite inside everyone.
And by everyone, | mean the four staff writers on the Talon.
The silent battle inside my mind wavers back and forth be-
tween the perfectionist and the realist. | want to walk across
a silent campus and see every face happily buried in a flaw-
less,-18pg, color drenched issue. | am also taking a full load
of credits, working two jobs and attempting to graduate in
May. Is this why The Talon has never been an overall success?

The truth is we can't do it alone. Not only do we
realize students don’t want to hear from the same four femi-
nine voices over and over again, we also recognize there is
a diversity of students at Northwest. It takes time to include
material every student can relate to. Time no single col- -
lege student possesses. | love humor. Rachael loves sports.
Michelle loves literature. ReBekha loves photography. And
that'’s our staff. What about the rest of you? The philosophy
majors, artists, athletes, pastors, educators, controversial
advocates and die hard politicians. How do we reach out to
you and make the paper a unifying force instead of mean-
ingless compilation of words, torn up from Quizno’s and
smoothie ads. wer e

| am determined. The amount of talent that exists
on this campus astounds me with every new conversation.
We are a campus filled with musicians and writers. I sit in

my English classes blown away at the intellect and

skill of my fellow students and, if it is the only thing for

which I am known on this campus, | am making it my
goal to find you. To hound you. And to use YOU to get
the entire campus involved in the excitement that lies
in this room, with my staff, right now.

So that is what we did. This issue is a diversity
of students’ works and passions, written by more than
just our staff. And it will only continue to grow in its
ability to relate to you as our eyes are’opened to the
interests and needs of the students on campus.

We will not compromise. The Talon will suc-
ceed. And we don't apologize along the way for the
learning process in which it happens. '

BUDGET CUTS
ACROSS
CAMPUS

Michelle Meade
Staff Writer

The university is facing a $600,000
shortfall in its operating budget due to
low enroliment. ;

The expected enroliment is down three
percent, which amounts to 21 students,
said Executive Vice President Dan Neary.
He blames current economic instability
for the drop.

Provost Jim Heugel had to cut $150,000
from the academic budget for the year.
Equipment funds and the provost's travel
fund were cut by $80,000. The equip-
ment funds are used to buy items such
as projectors, chairs, white boards, music
instruments and science equipment.

An additional $70,000 was cut from the
library book budget. “l hate not buying
books, but this year on such short notice
it seems better than to cut money from
faculty and departments who were ex-
pecting it," Heugel said.

“Any time you cut the book budget,
we get a little freaked out,” admitted one
professor.

“You don't want to go to the well of
books very often because that could be
a big problem. If we have a shortfall next
year, we'll have to find different areas to
cut, but we'll have more time to plan,”
Heugel added.

Other budget cuts would be made
in funds that are not directly tied to the
academics of the university, Heugel said.
Fewer people may be hired this year,
according to Les Welk, university board di-
rector. Neary also plans to put less money
into long-term reserves for future needs,
such as carpeting.

Neary expressed optimism that the cuts
would go mostly unnoticed by students.
However, some faculty members have
concerns.

“It's not that students don't get a good
education, because they do. It’s just that
they don't get the education they could
be getting,’ said one professor.

Neary and President Castleberry both
hope that graduate and LEAP enrollments,
as well as fundraising efforts would help
cover the shortfall so fewer cuts would be
needed. : -

“We've been setting records in fundrais-
ing, and we have very good hopes that
this year is going to be a banner year,’
Castleberry said.

However, Welk cautioned that it is more
difficult to raise funds for basic operations
than it is to get support for projects such
as the Health and Sciences Center. The
board is “hopeful” for these additional rev-
enue sources, he added, but it still expects
to see cutbacks thisyear. =~/

Northwest remains financially
stable despite hard economic times, ac-
cording to an email President Castleberry
sent to faculty.



NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY BUYS MILI.ION DOLLAR HOME FOR PRESIDENT

Michelle Meade
Staff Writer

The Northwest
University Board of
Directors just closed on
the purchase of a $1.05
million dollar house
next to the campus for
the president.

From his new home
at 5222 111th lane,
President Castleberry
will be able to walk to
work every day and to
host students, friends,
alumni, and possible
donors to the school.

“I'm really delighted
that I'm going to have
this wonderful tool that
will help me do my job
better,’ said Castleberry.

Although this year

Northwest administrators say the house purchase is beneficial for the university.
President Castleberry and his family moved into the home near the chapel this month.

the university-owned du-
plexes temporarily, and he had
hoped eventually to purchase
his own home. When his
house in Springfield didn't sell,
the board began looking for
other options to help him live
affordably near campus.

“We came here out of a
deep conviction that God
had brought us here, and we
would have lived in the duplex
houses as long as we needed
* to. Being here on campus
gives me a sense of what'’s
going on that I'm not willing
to give up,’said Castleberry.
He explained that he would
not have been able to afford
a home in Kirkland and would
have faced a long commute if
he had tried to find a home on
his own. ‘

The Board had originally

has been financially

considered building a house

tough for the school, ad-
ministrators emphasize that the purchase of the
house has no connection with the three percent
cut in-the operating budget.

According to Executive Vice President Dan

Neary, the house was purchased using the Foun-

dations Note Fund. Investors deposit money
into the fund, and it is available to the school for
projects. The school borrowed the money from
this fund and will pay it back at an interest rate
significantly lower than if it had been a regular
mortgage.

The Note Fund is never used for regular opera-
tions. The house was not paid for out of tuition
.dollars, nor did it affect the annual budget, ac-
cording to Neary.

The house will be owned by Northwest, and
the preSIdent will pay rent to the school.

Les Welk, chairman of the Board of Directors,
acknowledged that students may be skeptical

about this purchase, especially amidst a budget
shortfall. He offered two reasons the board de-
cided to continue with it.

“It is two totally separate funds and decisions.
They do not interact or relate to one another,’
Welk said, in reference to the house fund and the
operating budget. “In buying the home, it doesn’t
exacerbate or exaggerate the operational budget
problem.”

Secondly, “In buying the home, we're asking -
the president to place a very high emphasis on
creating relationships and friendships that may
result in monetary compensation and fundraising
for the university. He's taking a very aggressive
and sophisticated approach to that, and we felt
that the home would only be a tool that would
enable him better to do that job”

When Castleberry arrived in 2007, housing
him became “an immediate issue, since he was
from out of the area,” said Welk. He moved into

on a piece of property the
university already owns on 59th Street. However,
due to a soft market, they soon realized that they
could purchase the house near the chapel for
about the same price as it would cost to build,
said Dan Neary. That would free up the other
property for other school buildings, such as more
duplexes, and the newly purchased house would
become another asset. :

While Neary'’s office was only in charge of find-
ing the house, not making the final decision, he
says he supports the purchase. “It’s a good move.
We've got a history of good deals in terms of
property ownership.”’

Les Welk added that the house was appraised
ata much higher value than what the school pald :
forit.

Comments? Email talonstaff@northwestu.edu

Professor John Bacon
Guest Writer

It does not take an expert knowl-
edge of economics to realize that we
are facing tough financial times. At
this point, economists are not argu-
ing over whether or not we are in a
financial crisis but the magnitude of
the crisis. Some think that it is the
worst financial crisis since the Great
Depression; others argue that it is
the worst crisis in the history of the

- United States.
However, for students in colleges

“do to help weather the

_ crisis-but, become fi-

and universities across America there
are more pressing concerns about the

- economy than labels applied by aca-

demics. Many are concerned about
their future and what they need to

great resource for learning how to set
a budget is Dave Ramsey’s book, The
Total Money Makeover.

The second recommendation is to
not spend more than you make. While
this seems like com-

current financial storm.
| would recommend
three things to help
students, not only get
through the financial

nancially stable through
it. '
First and foremost,
each individual or
household needs to set
a realistic budget. For
most people, budget
is akin to a four-letter

“View your

education
‘asan

investment

rather than
a debt.”

Professor
,John Bacon

mon sense, it is re-
ally becoming rather
rare. With the advent
of easy credit and
other ways to finance
one’s personal debt,
spending more than
you earn is very easy
to do. A report by
the St. Louis Federal
Reserve shows that
the national savings
rate has dropped
from 10% in 1980 to

word because they

view budgets as instru- :
ments used to control them. Rather, a
sound budget helps you control your

money. Money is nothing more than a’

tool; a means to an end. Budgets help
control the flow of money and ensure
that you have enough to go around. A

0.4% in 2006. In our
: culture, it is becom-
ing more difficult to be patient and
save for things. Resist the mainstream
American cultural ideal of quick riches
and overnight success and save now
for things you want in the future.
Finally, it is imperative that you

view your education as an investment
rather than debt. Getting an educa-
tion is expensive. The current average
cost of tuition at a private institution
is $23,712 per year according to Col-
legeboard.com. However, a report by
CNN finds that those individuals with
a bachelor’s degree make, on average,
$20,000 per year more than those
with only a high school diploma and
individuals with advanced degrees
earn an average of $50,000 per year
more. Although incurring student
loan debt to become financially
sound may seem counterintuitive,
it is actually one of the best ways to
ensure that you become and remain
secure. ¢

The current economic crisis is
frightening. Businesses going bank-
rupt, government buyouts of private
businesses and personal hardships
abound. Even in all of this chaos and
confusion you can become financially
secure by creating a budget to control
your money, spending less than you
earn, and staying in school to increase
your future earning potential.
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The public scrutiny of a presiden-  Johnson suggested that these on it and maybe it will swing

Religion and Media, ‘ ‘tial candidate’s religious faith reaches  offenses are often dismissed by some people away,” he ex-
continued from page 1. back as far as the 1960's, when evan-  the public after voter ballots have plained.
gelical voters became concerned been tallied. “They know that
“Part of the reason | think it's always about President John F. Kennedy’s people will forget about that stuff,  Comments? Contact Rachael Harris
difficult for public figures to talk about  Catholic background, according but right now we'll concentrate at talonstaff@northwestu.edu

this is that the nature of politics is that to Johnson. He said that religious _
you want to have everybody like you  hot-button issues such as abortion
and project the best possible traits showed up in thé campaigns of Jimmy
onto you. Oftentimes that’s by being  Carter and Ronald Reagan as they

as vague as possible, or appealingto  tried to woo Christain voters.
“Practically every candidate since

- the lowest common denominators,’

Obama told a Chicago SunTimes - - then has had to talk about their faith,
reporter. “The more specificand because people expect it. There are so
detailed you are on issues as personal many Christians that these guys know
and fundamental as your faith, the that they have got to play to-them,’
more potentially dangerous it is.” Johnson said.

Though media’s floodlights on the

particularly strong in this election, God is that the negative portrayal
Professor Leroy Johnson believes it's of Palin’s faith will taint evangelical-
just politics as usual. ism as a whole, and thus turn people
“We think that this is such a dirty, - away from a potential relationship
personal campaign,” he said, “but | with Jesus Christ. “We are just trying

could take you back through American ‘to let people know, study us, look at

history, and campaign after campaign  us, don't just make a snap judgment This political cartoon by Washington Post cartoonist Pat Oliphant mocks speaking in tongues. 1t
Of this kind Of dirty politics, because it about what you heard,” Cook said. illustrates the media heat on Palin and the Assemblies of God.

works.”

“Now we see that not only is she a
crazy, right-wing religious nut-job
with a cause, she can't even form a
coherent sentence.”

www.debatetherace08.com

“McCain may find himself quoting
a bowdlerized verse of Scripture
in November; what does it profit a

man to gain the Christian right and |

lose the White House?” (in regard
o McCain's choice of Palin as his
running mate)

Time Magazine

“Palin sounded like a Pentecostal
when she asked people at Wasilla
|Assembiliers of God to pray about
[ouilding a gas pipe through Alas-
ka.

www.thechurchofjesuschrist.wordpress.com

“Governor Palin squeezed her eyes
lpeculiarly hard when she said the
word blessed. Palin is Pentecos-
Ttal after all, and Pentecostals are

proud of speaking in tongues (in
regard to her first interview)

www.zimbio.com

“President Bush, using the coded
language understood by evangeli-
cals, is saying Sarah Palin was ‘an
inspired pick’as John McCain’s run-
nihg mate. www.nashvillescene.com

A primary concern for Cook and
candidate’s religious beliefs appears other leaders in the Assemblies of

Religious Profiles

What does faith mean?-

“It means I'm saved
and forgiven!

Saddleback Presidential Forum

£nt.com

“I'm going to keep plugging
away at this and I'm going to keep
seeking God'’s guidance and His

wisdom and His favor and His
grace, for me, for my family, for
“this campaign, for our nation.”

~ Pewforum.org

Photo by: thinkprogress.org

“I have avdeep faith. So | draw from the
Christian faith. On the other hand, |
was born in Hawaii where obviously
there are a lot of Eastern influences. |
lived in Indonesia, the largest Muslim
country... I've drawn as much from

Judaism as any other faith” -
Chicago Sun Times

“I'm very proud to be Catholic %
hen John Kennedy ran for president,

| remember being so proud that he was
Catholic. But he had to prove that he
wasn’t ruled by his beliefs. 'm with John
Kennedy on the role religion ought to
Wplay in politics.” Pewforum.org &

ottwlewis. wordpress.com
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Emily Copple
Guest Writer

| grew up with the notion in my head
that when it came time for me to vote | as-
-sumed | would vote for Republican Party.
Why? My parents, my Christian friends, my
pastor, etc. are all Republican. | was under
the impression that when Christians “as-
sume their “righteous” role” to vote, voting
Republican was the sole way to go.

I've since found that this is not neces-
sarily the case. :

Barack Obama’s experience and pas-
sion are two vital reasons why he will
make an excellent leader. Barack is able to
maintain a foundation of strong faith and
has mentioned God'’s role being foremost
in his life, as well as his family’s life. His
wife, Michelle Obama, is a dynamic, articu-
late and involved woman in civil service.

Obama has promised that military
insurgency within Iraq will cease by the
end of 2009, and that combat will cease.
Over 4000 American casualties and over
12,000 Iraqi civilians' lives have been taken
on account of this war. Currently we are
spending over 270 million dollars a day in

national annual
deficit to 4.82
billion dollars:
Health care
reform is a key
part of Obama’s
platform. As-
Christians, | think
it is our responsi-
bility to under-
stand that Jesus commands us to care
for the sick, the poor and the needy. We

need to understand that basic health care

should be made available to every citizen.
Obama is pro-choice on the issue of

abortion. However, he proposes that

stronger efforts will be made to reduce

‘the number of abortions that occur in -

America. This includes stronger sexual
education in schools, preventative educa-
tion and resources being made more
readily available.

| am voting for Barack Obama this year
because | am ready for a leader who is

~willing to restore, renew and change the

patterns within America. | think Obama
will offer a new level of understanding,
reform, alliance, strength and faith that
America needs.

Emily Copple'and Mallory MacDonald share their faith, but not
their views of who should be the next leader of this country.

For John M@Cain |

Mallory
MacDonald
Guest Writer

For me, this
year’s elec-
tion has come
down to voting
for the “lesser
of the evils”
Neither John McCain or Barack Obama
have thoroughly impressed me, but |
feel McCain's policies reflect my personal
worldview the most, and so | will vote
accordingly. ;

A candidate’s view on abortion is the
primary issue that fuels my voting deci-
sions. For three years, | worked for the
Pregnancy Centers of Central Virginia,
and found abortion to be such a difficult
experience for the women and families
who went through it. While complete
restoration can occur, | found there
was so much less heartache when they
chose to carry their pregnancy to term.
John McCain believes that life begins at
conception, and therefore will defend
therights of the unborn. :

Alternative, sustainable energies are

also a crucial issue

" for me. McCain’s

proposals and

policies defend these values, and he has
proposed a $300 million incentive for
the first invention of an alternative long
lasting battery for hybrid transportation.
He also promises to decrease our na-.
tion’s reliance on international oil.

And while | am not convinced of the
necessity of our troops remaining in
the Middle East, | think McCain will use-
wisdom in discerning what steps to take
next. ;

Gov. Sarah Palin was a stellar choice
as a running-mate. She is feisty, intel-
ligent, connects with the people, and
brings diversity merely because she is
just that- a“she.” John McCain is a strong
leader, and is just what we need to oc-
cupy the White House, and govern the
50 states.

Sydney J. Harris said, “Democracy is
the only system that persists in asking
the powers that be whether they are the
powers that ought to be!” So, with that,
may we all vote as informed, intelligent,
college students grateful for this honor-
able action in democracy.

Irag, which has significantly expanded our

Kellie
Graham
Feature
Writer

The right to vote has undoubtedly come at a cost and
should be taken with utmost seriousness—especially
now. The Bush Administration has amassed a slew of
disgruntled Americans who yearn for our country’s im-
provement. The plausibility and nature of this improve-
ment rests largely in the hands of two individuals: Barack
Obama and John McCain. | urge you, citizens of America,
to make an informed decision in this 2008 election.
Please read carefully. You are about to discover the steps
that will lead you away from voter ignorance toward
voter intelligence. -

Step 1: Look closely at the candidates’ physical ap-
pearance. Modern wisdom suggests that one’s outward
appearance directly reflects his/her inward condition. We
live by this wisdom on a daily basis. We make judgments
about people based on their clothing, skin pigmenta-
tion, and degree of beauty. For instance, we all know
that men who wear pink shirts are sexually confused on
the inside. My grandpa—married 52 years—frequently
wears pink shirts. | have been waiting—and waiting—for
the day when he will get honest with himself and come
out of the closet. (I think he will confess any day now).

My grandpa’s experience proves that appearance
reflects inward condition. As you can seeg, it is only logical
that we make decisions based on appearance, including

" the decision of who to vote for. Obama is a biracial; Mc-
Cain is white. Obama’s ear lobes are noticeably detached;
McCain's ears hide mysteriously behind his large cheeks.

What do these outward facts tell you about their charac- |

ter? | think you know.

Step 2: Use collaborative filtering and do careful
research to determine who the celebrities are voting for.
Collaborative filtering is a process “by which collective
knowledge is assembled and applied” (Green). Netflix
uses a rather sophisticated system of collaborative
filtering (Green). As viewers rate movies, Netflix locates
others who have similar tastes. Netflix then uses this data
to suggest movies that viewers will likely enjoy. If you

enjoy the movie Cannibal Women in the Avocado Jungle -

of Death, then—by association—you will probably also
- enjoy Frankenhooker. So, in the same way that collabora-
tive filtering helps people find good movies, it can help

0 Be An Informed Voter |

you find the right candidate. Consider this example. Jerry
Springer and Oprah Winfrey support Obama. If you like
Jerry and Oprah, then you can logically conclude that
you should also support Obama. Keep in mind, that—in
order for the process to be most effective—you should
try to uncover information about as many celebrities as
possible. Indeed, celebrities are today’s source of infal-

“ lible knowledge on a broad range of topics—topics rang-

ing from hair care to politics. You can trust their views.
To begin your celebrity research, go to the following site:
http://www.electionrecommender.com/. Here, you can
rate politically-decided celebrities on a five star system.
The site will then use your ratings to suggest who you
should vote for.

Step 3: Pay close attention to campaign ads; they are
highly objective and informative. According to McCain’s
ads, Obama is “not ready to lead” (“ADVICE"). His inexperi-
ence would cripple our country. According to Obama’s
ads, McCain’s presidency would only give us“more of
the same” (“STILL"). He would not provide the change
that America needs. The candidates’ assessments of each
other are accurate, so listen intently—even take notes.
As Election Day approaches, you can expect to see many
more ads during commercial breaks. When you sit down
to watch Smallville and Deal or No Deal, be ready. Put
your critical thinking cap on—the one you bought at
college—and equip yourself with pen and paper. Who
said that you can’t watch dramas and game shows and
become politically-informed at the same time?

Step 4: Remember the trusty notions that have been
passed down to you from your faith system. Religious
organizations are rarely wrong—just look at the histori-
cal record of the Christian church. Its decision to sell
indulgences was right. Its allegiance with Hitler’s regime
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was right. Killing thousands of Muslims in the crusades,
burning libraries, the Inquisition—right, right, right.
Because of this reputation of rightness, you should not
question the church’s stand on presidential candidates or
on moral issues such as abortion and homosexuality. If
your church says that homosexuals should not have the
power to legally wed, then—indeed—they should not
have that power. Wholeheartedly agree with the moral
and political stance that your faith system takes. Whole-
heartedly endorse the candidate that your faith system °
endorses.

Step 5: If—after taking all of the above steps—you
are still undecided, then simply grab a Monster and a
friend and play a game of Sorry. The red game pieces
represent McCain, the blue pieces represent Obama. If
the red pieces arrive home first, then you should vote
for McCain. If the blue pieces arrive first, then vote for
Obama. If you don’t drink Monster, have friends, or own
Sorry, then stand in your kitchen and spin around really
fast while blindfolded. Obama is the oven. McCain is the
microwave. After eighty-two seconds of rapid spinning,
stop. Then, point your finger. Whichever kitchen appli-
ance your finger is most closely pointing to deems the
most worthy candidate. To ensure reliability, perform this
process a total of three times.

This is my solemn guarantee: the above five steps will
help you become an intelligent voter. But, to safeguard -
your intelligence, you need to avoid certain areas of
politics.

Citizens of America, don't be stupid. The right to vote
is a loaded revolver. This essay is the revolver manual. If
you take the steps | have outlined for you, then you will
use your revolver wisely—li<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>