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Intramurals lacks off season
wWt new activities and new 
hoard members.

Northwest’s transfer policy is “in some ways... 
more lenient (math, some of the sciences). In some 
ways we are strict, speech would be an example,” 
said Jim Jessup, dean of academic services.

“It’s a real quandary for us as faculty, because we 
want to help students, we want to serve them to be 
able to get into the institution and get on with their 
education. On the other hand, we have this pressure 
of knowing what they are going to face in the second 
or third or fourth year,” said Jessup.

As explained by Northwest’s transfer webpage, 
Northwest accepts 60 semester credits, and even up 
to 30 from an unaccredited school, but it is required 
that students earn at least 30 credits at this school 
over at least two semesters.

This means that NU accepts more transfer credits 
than comparable, private schools in the area. Other 
schools allow only two years of credit to transfer, ac­
cording to their websites.

Seattle Pacific University allows 90 quarter 
credits total to be transferred in (this equates to 60 
semester credits). University of Puget Sound limits 
transfer credits to 64 semester credits. The exception 
is Pacific Lutheran University. They hold a policy 
similar to Northwest’s, meaning they accept up to 96 
semester credits, 64 of which can be transferred from 
a two-year institution.

Northwest’s transfer population can be broken up 
into two categories: students classified as true trans­
fers, and those classified as freshmen with credit.
This distinction has to do with when the students 
earned their college credit.

Continued on page 3

By: Jessie Fast 
Senior Staff Writer

- With a flagging economy and rising tuition costs, 
most Northwest students are choosing to forgo the 
traditional, four-year college experience in favor of a 
more diverse educational path.

This fall, 55 percent of all incoming students bring 
college credit earned at other institutions with them.

“With the advent of online courses, [they] have re­
ally, really exploded onto the market, community col­
leges, students doing summer work, things like that,” 
said NU registrar, Sandy Hendrickson. “We normally 
graduate a couple [of students] who will transfer in 
and graduate within a year.”

Most students, who will spend two to three years 
here at NU, according to Hendrickson, bring a unique 
range of educational experiences with them. In fact, 
administrators say that NU tends toward a more 
liberal approach about what counts as transfer credit, 
in comparison to other schools.

“We probably use non-traditional sources maybe 
a little more than some other schools. A lot of these 
ways of earning credit are not necessarily for tradi­
tional undergrads,” said Hendrickson.

These non-traditional sources include military 
service and professional licenses, such as real estate. 
Since these are often not earned by those coming 
straight out of high school, who have not had the 
time nor the life experience, they are more applicable 
to those enrolled in the LEAP or adult education 
programs.

“The programs are a little more skewed towards 
the transfer side. I get like two freshmen in there a 
year,” said Hendrickson.
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Why Are Your 
Friends Leaving?

By: Josh Desimone
Staff Writer

Trapped inside Ihp bubble that is Northwest? 
If you spend any amount of time at NU, you’ll 
notice that Northwest has its own culture. But 
how well does Northwest retain its students?

We are seen as a welcoming Christian com­
munity. As a small campus, life-long relation­

ships -shouldhe made relatively easily So why 
would anyone want to leave this Northwest 
bubble? Why do people leave and what do they 

■ do afterwards?
1 Doug Seaton was a transfer student fromffd- 

■tnonds Community College, who came to play 
basketball for Northwest in the 07-08 season.
He was enrolled in the communications pro­
gram and lived in the greater Kirkland area, but 
enjoyed Northwest so much he wanted to live 

?on campus, -He eventually moved in'with the 
MOO floor, but later realized school might not be 
-for him.

"My reason-for leaving was basically to take 
/my energy to see if God had something else for 
.me: apart from school,” said Seaton. "I’d been 
in school, including summer school, since high, 
school, not knowing what I was there for.” '

J |  Doug is,now working full time for a marina 
in Seattle?and can. sometimes be found working 
out at 24-Hour Fitness in Kirkland.,

Two athletes from last yeah Carleigh New­
man and Colleen Woods both, said they left 
primarily due to financial reasons.

Newman is now working at a coffee shop in 
Bellingham, and Woods is coaching the Ed­
monds Woodway- Varsity girls’ basketball team, 
and going to Shoreline Community College.

Erin Newman Is another student who has left 
Northwest. She would have been a junior in the 
nursing program but left because “I needed a 
year to do more things, ] was happy at North­
west but had been working hard for four years 
and all of the sudden wondered why I was in 
such a rush. I, am glad I have this year to get my 
life more in order before 1 start a nursing pro­
gram next year.”

Newman is now working as a caregiver in 
Kirkland and received her nursing assistant, 
certified degree. She. is-taking some classes, at 
Bellevue College and working to pay off her 
loans.

College is a big step, and not always for ev­
eryone. On 
top of that, j 
take into ac- j 
count the ex r

5penses, and 
we might 
have found a 
few an­
swers. There 
are many 
reasons why 
students will leave Northwest, we just hope the 
bubble doesn’t burst for you.

Commetns? E-mailtalon@northwestu.
■ or visit www.

Film Expert Shares Insight 
______ into Industry_____ _

By: Kirsten Phillips
Editor-in-Chief

Russell Steen, 
an expert in vid- 
eography, gave 
students, faculty, 
and the community 
members an op­
portunity to learn 
of techniques of 
video and film over 
a two-day seminar 
held September 
25th and 26th.

“Anytime that 
I am able to talk 
with professionals 
in the field that I’m 
interested in, film 
making, I jump at 
that because people 
who have been 
working in the field 
for years have ex­
perience,” said Pete: 
student at NU.

Steen, who has been in the film industry for 
20 years, currently works for Joyce Meyer Min­
istries as the Director of Photography.

His work can be seen in music videos by 
Queen Latifah, advertisements for MTV and 
Nokia, as well as major motion pictures such as 
Wag the Dog. He has also filmed a documentary 
for the Dream Center in LA.

A lot of beginning film is about making mis­
takes and learning from those mistakes, said

Vertefeuille.
“Being able to talk to someone who has 

already made those 
mistakes and adapted to 
those experiences is not 
something that you can 
get anywhere else,” he 
said.

Nearly 30 students at­
tended the seminar and 
gained valuable insight 
into the film industry. 
The sessions included 
camera work, lighting, 
acting, and Christian 
ethics within the film 
industry, as well as many 
more topics.

“Steen’s thorough 
understanding of film- 
making was imparted 
to the students who will 
go away seeing movies 
differently forever,” said 
Gary Gillespie, commu-

Arts and Science Dean 
Darrell Hobson, and the president of NU, Dr. 
Castleberry, brought Steen to NU to do this 
seminar.

“We were fortunate to have him give of his 
to time to help our students. It was an inspiring 
time,” said Gillespie.

To view a press release about the seminar visit: 
eagel. northwestu. edu /  talon

I have spent more than three year here 
and in my tim e here, I have seen m any o f  
my friends transfer out.

They have left for m any reasons, such as 
financial status, w hile others have left be­
cause they felt G od calling them  som ew here 
else.

Every sem ester, I w onder w hat friends 
w on’t be in m y classes because o f them  leav­
ing. It is always sad to have to say goodbye 
to a friend because they are no longer at N U .

On the flipside though, I have m ade great 
friends that have transferred in. Every class 
I have this sem ester has m ultiple transer 
students.

They have taken different paths to N U , 
som e are true transfers w hile others are 
Running Start transfers!

N orthw est has been where G od has kept 
m e for the past three years and I truly enjoy

being here.
A ll three years I have com pleted at N U  

. have not com e w ithout thoughts o f transfer- 
in gou t.

However, I am greatful that G od has 
kept m e here. N orthw est is a place where 
w e have professors that care about us and 
w e have an incredible opportuinity to get a 
Christian education.

I love sitting in my liberal arts classes and 
still being able to talk about G od and how  
w e m ight use our faith in our careers.

N orthw est is where I have belonged for 
the past three years and it is where I w ill stay 
for the next seven m onths.

I am thankful for my tim e at N U  and for 
the friends I have made, transfers and non­
transfers.

f¥ -uliiiiii Iw Hu
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What’s Sweeter than a Creme Tangerine?
dents to sing or play guitar with them.

The band’s line up of songs included some old favorites but also lesser 
known songs.

President Joseph Castleberry said that his favorite song is ‘Revolution’ 
because it is “so counter-revolutionary.”

The band’s fresh and energetic attitude had a positive effect on audience 
members. “I would definitely go see them again when they’re in town,” 
said NU freshman, Colin Withers.

The night ended with the popular Hey Jude while at least three genera­
tions sang, swayed, 
and waved cell 
phones in tribute.
Creme Tanger­
ine’s concert was 
a “sweet” way to 
celebrate NU’s 75th 
Anniversary, invit­
ing the community 
to the campus with 
open arms.

By: Christy Wolyniak 
Guest Writer

Northwest University celebrated its 75th 
Anniversary with Kirkland neighbors to 
the beats of the Beatles.

Graduate Enrollment Counselor, John 
Vertefeuille, who has attended a Beatles’ 
concert before, said of Creme Tangerine’s 
NU concert, “there’s a whole lot less 
smoke and the [music] is nostalgic.”

Roughly 400 people, both old and young cozied up on The Green in 
anticipation of a lively concert under the stars, while “the enrollment team 
stayed busy answering questions about [NU’s] different programs and 
areas of study,” said Dani Banke, executive assistant to the president.

Creme Tangerine has roots at NU as three band members, Dustin Shir­
ley, Jeff Lockhart, and Chuck Dorsett, are NU alumni.

For bass player and vocalist, Dustin Shirley, being in the band was the 
“icing on the cake for him,” said Sheri Shirley, Dustin’s mom. Sheri at­
tends most of Creme Tangerine’s concerts when she can.

Since Creme Tangerine is a secular band devoted to playing nothing but 
Beatles, they are able to attract a large non-Christian audience.

People “come to hear the Beatles and then they’re blown away when we 
tell them we’re Christians who like to have fun!” said Dustin Shirley.

Executive Vice President, Dan Neary, joined the band for one song.
Throughout the concert band members invited other faculty and stu-

Continued from page 1

“Transfer students, from an Admissions per­
spective, include students who after high school 
attended a community college or a different 
four-year college/university prior to applying to 
and choosing to attend NU. Running Start stu­
dents are not in the same category.
They are new students with credit,” 
said Sally Demos, admission coun­
selor at NU.

Whereas true transfer students 
earn their college credit once they 
have graduated high school, fresh­
men with credit earn it while still in 
high school. According to Hendrick­
son, this translates to over half of 
this year’s class entering Northwest 
with some credit, ranging from 
a class or two taken during high 
school to full AA degrees earned 
after high school graduation.

The reasons students transfer to 
Northwest as opposed to another 
school vary on a case by case basis.
Annie Ashley, Running Start student 
and a senior in the communication 
department, transferred from Everett 
Community College to Northwest 
last year.

“I love all my professors here, and that they 
really care about their students, which makes me 
want to work even harder. Northwest really fits 
what I want to do better than Everett could. I 
like being more than an insignificant spot in a 
classroom, and having many: different opportu

nities to get involved with life on campus,” said 
Ashley.

Some students even transfer from greater 
distances than community college. Adam Thal- 
hofer, Vashon Island native, transferred from 
Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, Canada to 
Northwest this semester. He is a junior, major­

ing in communica­
tion, and chose this 
campus because of 
familial ties and the 
Christian commu­
nity.

“My brother, 
Josiah, came here, 
and I always just 
loved the school. I 
think it’s a lot eas­
ier to meet friends 
here, just because 
of the relationship 
with Jesus Christ, 
and that just makes 
the atmosphere 
really nice,” said 
Thalhofer.

According to the 
numbers provided 
by Hendrickson, 
the main body 

of traditional, undergraduate students is com­
posed of 843 students. Sixty percent of these 
are continuing students, meaning that they were 
enrolled at Northwest last semester and have 
returned again this semester, and that 40 percent 
of the current student body is new, incoming 
students. Of that number, nearly 40 percent are 
true transfers, while the other 15 percent of the

“Northwest really 
fits what I want to 
do better than Ev­
erett could. I like 

being more than an 
insignificant spot 
in a classroom.”
- Annie Ashley

transfer population are Running Start students.
Jessup said that Northwest follows the Inter­

college Relations Commission (ICRC) standards 
for the transferring of credit, meaning the Direct 
Transfer Agreement (DTA) is followed, and that 
students can easily transfer credits in from any 
other accredited institution, based on standards 
outlined by the ICRC.

The idea of transferring credit, as with any 
other college credit, in the end comes down to 
graduation. “We have about a  45 percent gradu­
ation rate for our undergraduates. The number, 
or percent, of our transfer students who gradu­
ate as compared to those who start is about the 
same,” said Jessup.

Although transfer students have to deal with 
the sometimes harsh transition between schools, 
innate in any such circumstantial change, they 
are often more motivated to work hard and fin­
ish their degrees. “Transfer students are amazing 
people to work with, because they have an un­
derstanding of how college works,” said Demos.

Ultimately, transfer students are a growing 
group of individuals whose success rate of grad­
uation equals that of traditional students. They 
just chose to take a different route to get there, 
and find, for their own unique reasons, that 
Northwest is the best way for them to complete 
their education in a Christ-focused environment 
of academia.

“There are a lot of unique qualities that 
Northwest University provides. I think any 
student looking for a university looks for that. 
Sometimes it’s not what we do; it’s who the stu­
dent is. Who wouldn’t want to come here? It’s 
just a fit,” said Hendrickson.



By: Darrell Hobson 
Guest Faculty Writer

Students are using many pathways to 
achieve a college education, some taking AP 
and Running Start courses while completing 
high school, others completing Associates 
degrees at local community colleges, others 
attending one or more colleges as they seek to 
find the educational path that best suits their 

interests, and one that works within the available finances.
Even though it is not really a new phenomenon, many people question 

the quality of education that students are getting, thinking that the best 
model for educational success is the traditional,^four-year university pro­
gram completed in a single setting.

Because I believe in the importance of the integration of faith and learn­
ing, I believe that the best place to develop an integrated approach to edu­
cation is at a four-year Christian university like Northwest University. But, 
please note that I do not believe that it is the only way to achieve this goal.

The advantage that a Christian university provides is the context, a 
context intentionally designed by faculty selection, by curricular design, 
by creating an intentional Christian community in which a learner who 
accepts her responsibility for personal growth can effectively develop intel­
lectual, social, and spiritual skills and understanding as a basis for living a 
meaningful life as a Christian.

I do, however, think that a student can effectively achieve an excellent 
education through a number of pathways. But there are some matters that 
one must consider in choosing which pathway is best.

First, students must recognize that a degree program is more than 
merely a random collection of credit hours and courses.. Being an edu­
cated person, a person well-prepared to meaningfully engage her world, 
means that one has the following:

• Intellectual and learning skills that will allow her to continually 
learn and grow, preparing her to meet an unknown future;

• Awareness and understanding of a breadth of human knowledge, 
providing the basis for full participation in the culture as a thoughtful, 
well-read Christian;

• Logical processes and creative thinking skills that will enable her to 
envision a future different than the one that currently exists.

Second, careful planning is essential. For example, a student wanting 
to become a physician must take a common core of classes in the sciences. 
In choosing, quality of the course does matter, so select wisely and seek 
advice! Be sure to pay attention to the level of competence required for 
admission to a major. For example, you may find that a major requires 
calculus as a basic mathematical competency, yet you struggled to com­
plete algebra in high school. This does not mean that you should not 
proceed, it merely means that you have some work to do, and that it may 
take you more time to accomplish your goals.

Third, read! Read quality Christian literature dealing with worldview, 
and about Christian engagement with the arts, sciences, and humanities. 
Read constantly about your field of specific interest. (If doing so does not 
interest you, this may not be the field for you—but at least you now know 
that!)

Fourth, seek out integrative experiences that will help you to develop 
the interpersonal skills necessary for engaging the world as a thoughtful 
educated Christian. Participate in Christian communities and organiza­
tions that allow you to express your values. As you are doing this, work at 
intentionally building a network of relationships and mentoring.

There are many pathways to a quality education and to a successful fu­
ture as a thoughtful Christian. Finding the one that works for you requires 
that you pay attention, choose well, and then fully engage in fulfilling your 
God-given purpose in life: To glorify God and to enjoy Him fully forever.

By: Jodie Castleberry
Senior Staff Writer

Although his teaching career has been short, 
Tim Lucas, assistant professor of management, 
is already carrying the call of higher education.

“Having only had six full weeks of my time 
as a faculty professor, I know it’s my calling. I 
couldn’t tell you how proud I am to drive into 
that [NU] entrance every day,” said Lucas.

This year Lucas starts as a new faculty mem­
ber in the business department after adjunct 
teaching last September.

Business is old hat to him 
though, as he was very suc­
cessful in the restaurant and 
airline industry for 20 years 
prior to coming to NU.

He described his time in 
the restaurant industry and 
how he was in transition 
from that industry, seeking 
out God’s call on his life 
when the opportunity of 
teaching came up.

“I had a successful career 
in business and liked it and 
had no regrets and nothing 
negative, but it really wasn’t 
my calling. It wasn’t what 
I wanted to do with the rest 
of my life,” said Lucas, “f wanted to teach, spe­
cifically at the university level.”

Like many at Northwest, Lucas is seeing his 
calling fulfilled in his time at NU.

“I honestly feel like God has led me here 
because the truth of the matter is, when I look 
at what’s gone on in my life and just the extraor­
dinary opportunity of timing,” said Lucas, “the 
opportunity of Northwest came up.”

After meeting with faculty members, John 
Bacon and Theresa Gillespie, Lucas decided to 
adjunct teach at NU, which led him to apply for 
a full time faculty position.

Lucas stood out to NU business faculty 
members because of his successful career in the 
business industry.

“He brings experience, real world experi­
ence,” said Gillespie.

Because of his experience, he 
is able to bring business expertise 
into his classes.

“Professor Lucas offers real 
life explanations in the classroom 
because he has lived what he is 
teaching,” said Haley King, a 
senior majoring in business man­
agement.

Students in his classes will not 
only get an education in busi­
ness, but Lucas’ heart is to see his 
students succeed in their future 
careers.

“He is a highly intelligent 
professor who really cares about 
his students and their future suc­
cesses in the business world,” said 

Brian Swanson, Northwest senior who is pursu­
ing his bachelors in marketing.

Having worked in the secular industry for the 
past 20 years, Lucas looks forward to the Chris­

tian environment at Northwest. He hopes that 
through his time here, he can impact more than 
just busi­
ness majors 
through his 
courses.

“Business 
courses will 
strengthen 
their chance 
for suc­
cess with 
anything 
that they’re 
going to 
do, whether 
that’s start­
ing a church,
organizing a mission or leading a nonprofit. 
There are so many business applications and 
principles that will strengthen their chance 
for success that can be learned from business 
courses as they go out into the world with their 
calling to spread the word.”

Alongside of teaching, he is also completing 
his dissertation in social entrepreneurship. He 
hopes that he can get students thinking about 
this topic as he studies it.

Lucas is teaching money and banking, mac­
roeconomics, organization management theory, 
and operations management this semester.

“Tim has a wonderful sense of humor, that 
makes the classes enjoyable. He’s very gracious, 
he is very kind to his students, respects his stu­
dents, and he really cares,” said Gillespie.



T h e  G a t e  K e e p e r s
By: Jodie Castleberry
Senior Staff W riter

Along with the hundreds of new people 
arriving here on campus this fall, you may 
have noticed a few who wear badges.

N U  has hired a new security team  with 
four new officers protecting the campus, 
Puget Sound Security replaced Securitas this 
fall and will greatly enhance student safety 
because of their vast experience in educa­
tional settings, according to Security Direc­
tor Joel Butz

“Puget Sound has had Lake W ashington 
School district for the past 20 years so they 
are not new to a school environm ent,” he 
said. The company ‘‘gave us people who 
had been working with Puget Sound for 
m any years,” according to Butz.

One face that you may still may recognize 
is Puni Mikaele, site supervisor, who was 
working for Securitas but switched over to 
Puget Sound. “The new team  is working out 
well. They’ve been here not even a m onth 
yet, and they’re doing a great job,” said 
Mikaele.

M ikaele’s positive attitude and hard work 
make him a continued asset to the campus. 
He is a retired m arine core gunnery ser­
geant, Vietnam vet, and one of the nicest 
guys you’re going to meet. W henever Mi- 
kaele walks into a room, you can’t help but

smile at his personality. He is affectionately 
called by his first nam e by nearly everyone 
on campus.

W ith the new team in place, Butz can fo­
cus more fully on long term campus safety.

“We had very little university planning 
before we made this transition because I was 
here as Security Director, but I really wasn’t. 
I was more of a site and shift supervisor. I 
would m onitor the daily security function, 
but I was also patrolling a shift and that 
doesn’t allow time for security m anage­
m ent,” Butz said.

“Since w e’ve made this shift, and now we 
have someone doing the day-to-day patrol, 
now I’m available to do all the planning 
and things w e’ve been doing the last couple 
years.”

N ow Butz is devoting much of his time to 
preparing for future disasters.

Butz plans to have the new team  work 
closely with the campus community.

“One of the things about patrol work, as 
a former police officer, you have to know 
your beat,” he said. “You have to know who 
belongs and you get a sense of who belongs 
and who doesn’t.”

He encourages us, as students, to build 
relationships with team  because it will help 
them  do their job better.

“Our new security officers, they don’t 
know the beat yet and there’s an adjustment

there. So the more they get to know who 
belongs, the more they get to be comfortable 
with people on the campus,” he said.

Butz wants people to come up and say 
that person doesn’t belong so that officers 
don’t have to wonder if that person belongs 
here.

I love our security guys and their hearts. 
I ’m  looking forward to getting to know the 
new guys as well and hope you do too.

H ere’s some tidbits about them:
The guys work in shifts and M oham ­

mad works the swing shift starting at 3 p.m. 
M onday through Friday.

M arcus works the graveyard shift from 11 
p.m. -7 a.m. and he and his wife recorded a 
gospel album and they’re working on a sec­
ond album (so he’s the guy who lets you in 
when you forget the code after a late night 
bubble tea run to Seattle).

Our weekend guys who work here 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. are Brian and Richard. Brian is a 
college student, working his way into the 
working world while getting his education, 
and Richard served in the Navy for six years

“We don’t have gates because w e’re an 
open campus but w e’re the gate keepers,” 
said Butz.

Jessica’s Political View: Financial A id
By: Jessica Orr 
Staff Writer

Lets face it—college is expensive. The eco­
nomic downturn in America today forces the 
cost of college education upward. The question 
on every student’s mind is-“How will I pay for 
it?”

“We’ll let you borrow more than you can 
afford,” said Vickie Hampton, financial plan­
ning processor atTexas Technical University. 

“One of my colleagues accumulated over $100,000 debt earning a Ph.D. in 
English—a debt she would most likely never pay off during her lifetime,” 
Hampton told Smart Money magazine.

The average cost of private, four-year colleges has doubled over the last 
20 years and is now roughly $23,712, accourding to Issues for Debate in 
American Public Policy.

Many students worry that jobs they land after college will not pay 
enough to tackle such heavy loans. Northwest University sophomore, 
Allison Hull, believes students entering ministry fields will not make 
enough money to pay off such high debts. Humanities and education 
majors may feel this stress as well, as they often enter into low-paying 
fields.

Federal financial aid attempts to lower student debt by providing 
subsidized loans and federal grants to students who have financial needs.
If you qualify for federal aid, there are certain problems of which students 
should be aware.

Smart Money Magazine provides these tips for students: 1) Each year, 
the amount of subsidized student loans you can withdraw increases. 
However, an expansion of your loan causes you to qualify for fewer 
grants. 2) The cost of tuition increases a little each year, but colleges will 
not necessarily increase student scholarships to meet the needs of higher 
tution costs.

Common problems students face with federal financial aid stem from 
errors made on their FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).

The Obama administration plans to simplify FAFSA by eliminating 
asset questions that do not determine a student’s eligibility. National 
organizations that act as watch dogs say this change would be an 
improvement and have little impact on Pell Grant elegibility—a federal 
grant program supported by the U. S. Department of Education.

Other changes in the system include a program that limits monthly 
payments on federal student loans based upon the borrower’s income. 
People with incomes 150 percent below the poverty line will not have to 
worry about payments at all. Others will owe as little as 15 percent of the 
amount due, acording to U. S. News and World Report.

However, this system still has knots that the government must untangle. 
While the plan covers some interest for borrowers who can’t afford it, for 
others, debts will increase as interest accrues.

As federal financial aid increases, colleges are raising their financial aid 
as well. Surprisingly, spendy private colleges are becoming more affordable 
than public—simply because of private donors. “The more expensive and 
prestigious the school, the more likely it is well endowed and can meet 
100% of need, thanks to alumni donation campaigns,” said Bedford, 
Massachusetts financial planner.

While federal financial aid is an option for some students, private schol­
arships are another way to shave off college debt.

Look for small scholarships—$500 to $1,000—and apply for several. 
These scholarships are released to smaller groups of people, unlike larger 
national scholarships. Organizations such as Fast Web and the College 
Board post new scholarships online everyday and help students find which 
ones they qualify for.

Students are more likely to win several smaller scholarships than one 
large award. Remember that a scholarship is a gift, not something you 
have to pay back later.

Scholarship applications are free and give you the chance to earn up to 
thousands in free cash just for answering a few simple questions—what 
can you lose except your student debt?

Comments7E-mailtalon@northwestu.edu

mailto:Comments7E-mailtalon@northwestu.edu


NU Crews 2009-10
By: Racheal Arteaga
Ministry Editor

The applications have been received, the 
interviews completed. After all has been said 
and done, there are so many wonderful small 
groups on campus, it would be hard to pick our 
favorites. Each and every one of the potential 
crew leaders have put their hearts into creating 
a small group for the 2009-10 school year that 
will combine both passion for a purpose and the 
heart for creating closer community on and off 
the Northwest University campus.

With that said, the Campus Ministry interns 
have selected three unique crews that show 
promise in involving many students and faculty 
in leadership and ministry. Our hope is that stu­
dents will find a crew that fits them perfectly—it 
shouldn’t be hard. With over 30 crews to choose 
from (listed below), there are limitless options, 
whether you choose a crew that is into beading, 
beatboxing, or good ol’ Bible-reading. Don’t 
forget, in exchange for building close friendships 
and discovering a new hobby, attending a crew 
regularly also counts for two chapel credits per 
month.

So get involved—join a crew. We promise, 
you’re gonna love this stuff.

Sending Hope Overseas to Every 
Sole (SHOES)
Who: Kaitlin Clouse
Contact Info: kaitlyn.clouse07@northwestu.edu 
When: TBA 
Where: TBA
Why: “I am currently in the process of starting a 
non-profit. We will be doing a shoe drive spring 
semester and are looking for people with a pas­
sion for overseas and/or brainstorming to help 
combat the devastation that is poverty.”

RUACH Dance Crew
Who: Chris Cheema and Kalie Messick 
Contact Info: kalie.messick@northwestu.edu 
When: TBA 
Where:TBA
Why: : “To come together as believers fellow shipping through dance and worship in choreography, 
with multiple styles of dance while improving our ability and skills of dance to minster to each 
other and our surrounding community.”

Get involved in a 
Crew this Fall.

Contact Crew leaders 
for more details

. ■ . . ' - ' • - . ;Vz v
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es See a crew you're interested in joining? Contact the leaders at the 
email addresses listed for further information, times, dates, costs, or 

simply email CREWS@NORTHWESTU.EDU for more information!

mailto:kaitlyn.clouse07@northwestu.edu
mailto:kalie.messick@northwestu.edu
mailto:CREWS@NORTHWESTU.EDU
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INU’s Fall Faith Challenge
By: Racheal Arteaga
Ministry Editor

As Northwest University enters its 75th anni­
versary as an institution of both a higher educa­
tion and a biblical foundation, it is fitting that 
we reflect on the discipled life. Part of being a 
Christ-follower is growing closer and deeper into 
both knowledge and love for Him, and while it’s 
not often easy, discipleship is a necessary part 
of this journey. The appropriately-named Fall 
Faith Challenge was introduced in chapel on 
September 18th, ushering in a new challenge for 
students this semester. This challenge involves 
making the deliberate choice to give up time 
for prayer, fasting, studying God’s Word, and 
weeding out attitudes, thoughts, and actions 
that don’t reflect the character of Christ. While 
the Fall Faith Challenge gives specific sugges­
tions about the number of chapters to read and 
memorize, or the time to pray, the challenge is 
more than just a rulebook to follow to the letter. 
It’s a completely voluntary symbolization of 
something much more important than the num­
ber of minutes prayed per day. This challenge is 
for each and every student at Northwest Univer­
sity, those who want see a deeper, fuller relation­
ship with God. In chapel on the 18th, nearly 400 
students signed a posterboard with the challenge 
printed on it, declaring their commitment to 
seek God first in every moment this fall. Dis­
cipleship is a lot more than obeying rules—it’s 
accepting grace and choosing to respond with a 
change. Small suggestions they may be, but give 
it a try for a week or so. We promise, this train­
ing will become a habit, which will become a to­
tal life transformation. Discipleship is not easy, 
but it is worth it. Are you up to the challenge?

S t u d e n t  O p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  
F a l l  F a i t h  C h a l l e n g e :

“I think it’s good to have a goal, but not be so confined or constricted to it. I don’t think 
it’s a  bad thing, but I didn’t personally feel called to this challenge.” -T iffany Kent

“I ’m  not doing the Fall Faith Challenge because I  already have a similar challenge I ’m 
following for church. You can definitely get a lot ou t o f following the faith challenge 
though because it helps exercise discipline and self-control.” -R achael Ratzlaff

“I ’m  following the challenge. I t’s something I ’ve been wanting to do by myself. But it’s 
great to have the encouragement of everyone else.” -E m ily  H olm an

Upcoming Chapel Speakers
By: Racheal Arteaga
Ministry Editor

What do a Navy chaplain, a survivor of hu­
man trafficking, and a pastor who is impacting 
Whatcom County have in common? They are 
three of the upcoming speakers in chapel, highly 
recommended, with stories and passions that 
will both change and challenge the students of 
Northwest University.

Dr. Alan Keiran, along with his wife,Sally, is 
the co-founder of Dunamis International Minis­
tries, which seeks to bring renewal to the church 
through the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Togeth­
er they have ministered to the body of Christ 
in preaching, teaching, prayer, ministry, and 
servant leadership roles in ministry in the Navy 
Chaplaincy and presently through his work at 
the U.S. Senate. Dr. Kieran will be speaking in 
both chapels on Monday, October 19th.

On Monday, November 16th, Rani Hong will 
be telling her story of being sold into slavery and 
bondage at the age of seven. Now free, Hong 
and her husband founded the Tronie Founda­
tion to provide worldwide restoration of victims

of human trafficking and those vulnerable to 
exploitation. A subsidiary of the Tronie Foun­
dation, “Homes of the Freedom,” is opening 
the Northwest’s first recovery shelter for human 
trafficking survivors. Ultimately, supporters 
envision this shelter as becoming the template to 
expand these shelters across the United States.

Finally, Grant Fishhook from Christ the King 
church in Bellingham will be bringing the word 
on Wednesday, November 18th. Fishhook is 
passionate about youth ministry, but also about 
blessing the unreached in our own state. “After 
a decade of youth ministry, I joined the team at 
Christ the King in 1999,” Fishhook said. “I was 
immediately struck by the passion of the people 
for reaching the lost and broken of Whatcom 
county. I was excited because that is my passion! 
The mission, vision and values of Christ the 
King are a reflection of the godly people who 
call this church home. We care about people and 
our mission is to introduce them to Jesus and 
then allow them to experience real community.”

Much of the above information is from their 
individual websites (see www.troniefoundation. 
org), so check out the rest of the websites for a

better sneak peek at the upcoming chapels. It is 
a blessing to have each of these esteemed lead­
ers, pastors and speakers come to reach out to 
you and I in chapel.

So don’t miss the opportunity to learn and 
listen to the lives and ministries of these incred­
ible servants of Christ. Their stories are life­
changing and a testimony to the faithfulness of 
God’s hand in their lives; Northwest University 
welcomes Alan Kieran, Rani Hong, and Grant 
Fishhook to the pulpit expecting great things 
from these upcoming chapels. Don’t miss out!

http://www.troniefoundation


Debaters Hit World Circuit
By: Jessie Fast
Senior Staff Writer

This year’s debate team proves to be more 
popular than in previous years.

The growing number of team members 
constitutes a group of intensely disciplined and 
determined individuals, ones who study an 
argument from both sides in order to engage in a 
stimulating game of parliamentary role-playing 
with each other in practice and with other teams 
from around the world at tournaments.

Gary Gillespie, team coach, and department 
chair of communication, is aided in leading 
this year’s team, one of the biggest Northwest 
has seen in several years, by Nigel Reed and 
Jason Sandford. The team of six returners and

1 ~ 1 six novices,
lead by team 
captain, 
Morgan 
Chinn, plan 
on develop­
ing “a core 
research 
base... on 
350 topics” 
and “of 
having four 
high-caliber 
teams by 
the end of 
the year,” 
according to

Chinn.
With twelve

students on the team this semester, Gillespie 
desires “to see 
debaters strive 
for excellence 
in completion, 
maximize their 
potential as criti­
cal thinkers and 
public communi­
cators and to live 
out the values of 
the evangelical 
Christian world­
view.”

Additionally, 
over the next year 
the team plans on
sending four students to the United Kingdom 
for the Oxford and Cambridge competitions, six 
students to Hawaii for the Pan Pacific Tourna­
ment, and the whole team to tournaments in 
Washington and the surrounding states, and to 
the University of British Columbia.

Chirm said that, “challenges the team faces 
this year are to overcome the somewhat daunt­
ing research goal by the end of the year,” and of 
“keeping the aspect of tight community alive,” 
in addition to “first and foremost representing 
Christ in all that we do.”

“Debate will greatly impact one’s life for 
the better, if only the doors are left open,” said 
Chinn.

Ask Kate
Dear Kate,

Living in the dorms is amazing, I love it! It 

my floor go out for a late snack. However, 1

B s^ Ie :Tea and Starbucks runs. How can I save 
money and still have a great time with my girls? 

asdof -ash Bethany

D eare th an y

It’s great to know you are enjoying college 
life. However, I know how easy it is to spend 
your casth Sow on fun with friends. I remember

have to spend money when you go out; you can 
just go for the trip. Sure, late night munchies are

your cash flow is hurting, STOP SPENDING.
Another way to keep track of what you spend 
your money on is by keeping a “cash book.”
I  3 your receipts and write down what you 
spend your money on at the end of the day in
a notebook- your “cash book.” Later; you can 
look l»ek;iippa your S»ak:Mid create a budget.

If you have a question for Kate, feel free to 
email her |J  AskICateNU(§lgmaiL com

| .. By: Janie .Kliever 
■. Senior Staff Writer -.

. Who wants to be a million­
aire? Itertiardi Garcia does. I
was;
candid declaration, but later

generous nature of his comment 
■and what led him to . §
that tfream here at Northwest 
University.

“To help people, donating - 
to f.;.ff:
thafs my dream. I want to build 
my own company, if God wants 
pt. I fed that I could help that 
jwdy”’ Garcia shared.
Jf Garcia, a freshman this year, 
plans on pursuing a degreels business management, and with the help of 
his entrepreneurial spirit, hopes to become financially successful to an ex­
tent that aidw s'him  to aid missionaries and Christian Organizations in their 
efforts to serve God.

Becam e from his home inEcuador only a few short weeks ago and 
views his journey leading to Northwest University as nothing less than
providential.
If. After graduating from high school, G arda knew he wanted to come to 
North America to continue his education, and seriously considered joining 
the Master’s Commission, a ministry training program, but kept Evangel 
'IMimmm ®a M »ss>« s a l  T S «jj| | f | t | i i l  l l i l f § |i j | is  Cmmim. la isfisi 
as other options. The Castleberry family, who spent time in Ecuador doing

missions work, is friends with G arda’s family, and President Castleberry 
suggested that G arda look a* Nortfiwest .a®' a  option.

Spbegan-fee whirtwiadjourney that led Garcia to N U  After devoting 1| 
som|§ serious prayer to his; decision, be felt a peaceabout earning to North- 
west and knew IbarG od had guided him in the right direction.

“Sometimes the doors just dose because it’s not the way, but everything
see i f #  ib a | O atft will,” he sa&Af •f  . \

Originally, Garcia in te iy e d ||e  Spring 2010 semester to be his first, hut 
w hen l^adm tn tsfra to rs agreed to admit Wan without having taken t i r e i  
■ lA ^ ^ ^ a x to a m p tm a rt that he #©uld take the test as soon as, possible),

to Washington, G arda had little time to prepare. He filled his summer w ith1 
planning, studying for the SAT, and improving his English.

|  Leonid pome If
here. Pm  very happy.” , g jjg  i ||f :  | f - |

:
: .

the moving of the Holy Spirit here.”
Because he has been able to interact with 

American missionaries ;ia  Ecuador, Garcia 
m idem ianJafn^ • :
f f c u t i e i A r i p w r i e s  a :;f f

ahd
C h«^^l|# iu rii^ ities, w herebe destips tp p to f;' 
vide scholarships that enable students to go out 
into the world well equipped.
■' G arda’s dream of enabling college students 

for meaningful work in the world seems to . ■
MUo |  Tfaoihy 2:21—we should be “vessels 
of honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, and 
p*ifssraf t> do Mjf §0=3*1 vspfc’f  f  lI f  If f  f  f f
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Drama Hits the Stage at the Fall Play
By: Janie Kliever
Senior Staff Writer

The ravages of war, forbidden love, family se­
crets—the NU Drama Department’s upcoming 
fall production has all the makings of a stellar 
performance.

All My Sons, a play by Arthur Miller, takes 
audiences back to the tumultuous times follow­
ing WWII, and chronicles the struggles of the

Keller family.

“The show is really about responsibility and 
trust towards and in your fellow man,” said cast 
member Amanda Lapsansky, “and puts forth 
an example of how one person’s or two people’s 
decisions affect everyone around them, even 
people they’ve never even met before.”

Aaron Bulger and Stephanie Kroschel will be 
playing Joe and Kate Keller, and Tyler Woods 
and Amanda Lapsansky are cast as Chris Keller 

and Ann Deever. Sean O’Leary, Addison 
Faber, Mikki Janeway, Andrew Weber, and 
Kelsey Rainwater will appear in supporting 
roles. Anne Hitt, production stage manager 
at Seattle’s Taproot Theatre, will also assist 
the cast and crew this fall.

The members of the Keller family, Joe 
and Kate and their sons Chris and Larry, 
grapple with the repercussions of war as they 
strive to resolve family tension. Joe, the head 
of the family, has sacrificed everything in 
pursuit of the “American Dream”: health, 
wealth, and happiness for his family. But 
when only one
son returns from war, the family must fight a 
battle of their own when Larry’s childhood 
sweetheart Ann is caught between Chris ’ 
omantic attentions and Kate’s emphatic dis

approval of the relationship. To add to the con­
flict, “as the action of the plays moves forward, 
it becomes clear that this family is wrestling to 
come to terms with the truth of a dark secret,” 
said Director Chrystal Helmcke.

All My Sons will premiere November 17 at 
7:30 p.m. in Millard Hall and will continue 
through November 21, at the same time each 
night. Tickets may be purchased in advance 
through the NU Bookstore, $6 for students and 
$10 for general admission.

P M IE K  NORTHWEST 
COSTUME

_  ----  ----  ----  _  _  _  ^

FREE YOGURT !

www. pa c if i cn o rth westcostu me.com

Expires 12.31.09
*Please Bring this coupon with you*

*Buy 2 or more yougurt and get one free M  

*Bring your NU ID and get a free topping
TERIYAKI MADNESS 10600 NE 68th St# B Kirkland, WA98033 

Across from PCC Natural Market 
www.teriyaki-rnadness.com (425) 827-6377-Rentals & Sales- 

-Make-up- 
-Masks- 
-Wigs-

-Accessories- 
-Custom Designs- 

-Adult & Children’s Sizes-
16129 Redmond Way 
Redmond, WA 98052 

425.881.8618

1738 NE Riddell 
Bremerton, WA 98310 

360.479.67

+

http://www.teriyaki-rnadness.com


Team Looks for Scuccess
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Photos submitted by NU student and volleyball player Noel Meyers

Taylor Martin during an intramural 
football game.

Northwest Student Government Intramurals will be having an Intramu­
ral board to help out with each of the different sports offered for the first 
time.

The intramural board will help facilitate and coordinate sports alongside 
Andy Weber, the intramural coordinator.

“It’s nice to be able to put other students in a leadership role to help with 
the intramurals,” said Weber.

Ten people have volunteered to help be a part of the intramural sports 
community. They will work with Weber to help create new intramural 
sports such as ping pong tournaments and pickleball.

The board meets bi-monthly to brainstorm new ideas and discuss past 
events to better the intramural program at NU.

Renovations Take place with 
New Intramural Sports

By: Josh Desimone 
Staff W riter

The Northwest Volleyball team  is one o f 
the youngest in the conference. “We have 
two freshman, four sophomores, and three 
juniors. So far this season we have been 
playing very tough competition. O ut of 14 
matches, we have played six o f the top 25 
teams, with the first two weekends o f our 
season seeing the second and third ranked 
teams in the country.

W ith that, we are learning a lot and im­
proving a ton .” Says Coach Dietrich. “Ev­
eryone on our team  is contributing. All nine 
players have played almost every m atch.” 
Said Dietrich.

Lauren Holtz, Junior captain predicts the 
team “will just miss making the playoffs, 
but it’s hard to tell since our season is only 
halfway over. I ’m  predicting a fifth place fin­
ish.” Holtz reminds us that “we are growing 
together as a team  o f nine and were looking 
forward to keep improving.” Look out next 
year for the Eagles volleyball team  as they 
continue to add quality players to their pro­
gram and gain experience for their youthful 
squad.

By: Josh Desimone 
Staff Writer

Want to look good in those 
jeans and sweaters this fall and 
winter? Be a part of the intramu­
ral sports being offered this fall 
semester. These sports include: 
powder puff football, football, 
soccer, volleyball, frisbee golf, 
ultimate frisbee, ping pong, and 
pickleball. If you don’t know how 
to play, it doesn’t matter just at­
tend one of the events and you can 
learn alongside your colleagues.
Be looking for an announcement 
in the first week of October for 
concrete dates and times for each 
one of these sports. For ping pong 
and pickleball, there will be a tour­
nament held at some point in the semester. As for the other sports, show up 
and teams will be picked accordingly. With the exception of football due to 
the teams already organized and have started their season.
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