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IFFECTIVE SPRAKING I : }
I. Oratory Still the Supreme Art

The demandfor ~ood public speak i

Some years ago there was = prevailing
lost its power as a real force in shap , 3
ing their actions. It was cournonly thought that the newspaver and the
magazine were about to take the place of the preacher, the 1ecturer, and
the stump-speaker. But such has not been the case. Though the country

S_sown thick with newspaners and nagazines, and almost snowed under with
well-written end instructive books of every kind, the public resnonds as
much as ever to the magic of living speech on the lips of living ren.
If anyone doubts this statement let him count over in his =mind the
number of public sddresses that have been del.vered in his comunity
during the past year fron pulpit end stage, from the stump and from the
vlatform. And then let h.a add up the scores and hundreds of addresses
-~Ifrequently brief and informel, but often vital and impassioned--that
have been uttered on the spur of the woment in comaittees, conferences,
school and college faculties, social gatherings, city councils, law
courts, conventions and civic celebrations. Such a test can hardly
Tall to show that the public still hes nesds which the printed page
dces not supply. Society still cherishes its gifted speekers; and every
national crisis gives added proof of their value,

as great as it ever was,
f that the spoken word had
e

Oratory isstill the supreme art. It is alive. Men see its re~
sults at once, Upon it hang the issues of life end death. 'le cannot
estimate the influence that great speakers have had upon our charscters
and our actions. Hundreds of thousands of men and women have had their

s lives changed as a result of the utberances of such preachers as VWesley,

and 3purgeon, and Frederick Robertson, and Phillips Prooks, and Dwight
L. Moody. We erect marble statues to our Garrisons, and ‘Jendell Phil-
lipses, and Frances 'fillards, and fenrv Gradys to show our gratitude
to them for the lasting influence of their words upon the lives of men
and the course of civilization.

¥ore than once the future of a nation for centuries to come has

been decided by an oration or a debate. 'Then the stupid and tyrannical
attenpt was made by King George IIT (the really great minds of England
were friendly to America) to cnforce his will illegally upon the Amer-
ican Colonists by ueans of writs of assistance and the Stamp Act, Amer-
ican liberty was preserved chiefly because of the elocuence of Semuel
sdams, James Otis, and Patrick Henry. Of James Otis, John Adams said:
"Otis was a flame of fire--Otis's oration against writs of assistance
breathed into this nation the breath of life,i Every student knows by
heart the;fiery words of defiance that Patrick Henry hurled in the face
of the tyrant king during a debate in the Virginia House of Burgesses
at’ the time of the Stamp Act struggle. For ten years in many speeches
he continued to inflane the hearts and stiffen the wills of the Ameris:
can people against royval insult and injustice. His crucisl and most
famous speech came finally in the Provincial Convention of March, 1%%6,
How could words be more elocuent and effective! “There is no retreat
but in submission and slavery. Our chains are almost forged. Their
clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston. The next gale that
”Qgﬁeeps from the north will bring the clash of rescunding arms. Our

rethren are already in the field. ''hy stand we here idle? Jhat is
- it that the gentlemen wish® hat would they have? Is life so dear or
peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery®?
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but
as for me, give me liberty or give me death!®
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AFFECTIVE SPEAKING I
II. True and False Rhetoric

Pure taste today requires that the speaker be natural, simple, and
sincere. He will be effective only as he practises these gqualities;
and effectiveness is the sumreme end to be achieved. There is a true
rhetoric and a false rhetoric, and unfortunately it is the glitter and
pomp of the false rhetoric that most easily captures the minds of the
immature and the uneducated. The untrained speaker is too likely to
Tix his attention upon surfsce qualities--the glowing word, the fine
phrase, the dramatic pose and gesture, the sonorous voice, the polished
period, and the high-wrought climax. He is much inclined to be imi-
tative; and he is almost sure to iaitate outward habits of the speaker
he adnires rather than ways of thought and nobls traits that lie deep
in the charucter of the speaker--sincerity of feeling, clarity of ex-
pression, soundness of logie, closeness to fact, loyalty to truth,
sxill in the arrangencnt of material and in the marshaling of argument.
There is no vice of oratory so hard for a beginner to rid himself of
as this habit of attending more to form than to substance.

There is a common fashion in debate and oratory that cannot be-too
strongly condemned. It takes big words to deseribe i, for it 1s full
cf sound and fury. It is artifical and ambitious; bombastic and grand-
iloquent. Vhen we meet it on the stuap, or a Fourth of July celebra-
tion we call it the “spread-eagle™ style. It has been widely adopted
by crude young lawyers, ambitious politicians, and obscure Fourth of
July orators throughout the United States. :

What then, in brief, does a cultivated modern audience demsnd of
the public speaker? It insists, first, that the speaker hiuself be
genuine; second, that he know something worth while and know it well;
thaird, that his own feelings and convictions be fully enlisted in the
vheme that he presents; and, fourth, that he talk straight to the point
in simple, natural, forceful language. Feople today listen to a man
Tor what he himself is. Personality is the greatest force on earth--
nore attractive than the magnet, more glowing and penetrating than
radiua, more deeply charged with subtle and aysterious energy than
electricity. There are still people who are willing to improve their
minds; who like to think; who are inquiring after truth; and who are
qulck to respond when somecne who is an authority upon a subject is
willing to tell them at first hand what he knows about it. Other things
being equal they would rather hear a man speak on an issue of public
incerest than read what he writes ebout it. All men and women are not
herd, cold, and sceptical. All people st times feel truly and deeply,
and often they hunger for something really worth while upon which they
may nourish their hearts and ninds. But they are quick to see throwh
what is empty and catchy. They must feel sure that the speaker's own
vrand is upon what he says. It will not do for him merely to borrow
the thought of other people, commit it to memory, and then deliver it
in a stiff and showy mamnner. ZIZven when the young speaker presents
matter that has become truly his own in thought and conviction, as well
as in lenguage, he must not recite it parrot-like. There must be
“blood-earnestness® at the moment of delivery, .ind the voice must be
natural, the language easily understood, the incidents and illustra-
tions taken from the world in which the listeners thenselves live.






