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3PPSCTI7E SPEAZIiro I - ■ >

I. Oratory Still the Supreme. Art

'^Sorrp public spefifing is as great as it ever was.ago there was a prevailin,; belief that the sroken word had

inftheir^a^ion^ ̂  in shapirg men's opinions and influencing their actions. It was coivrionly tnotight that the ncv/s-oa-ner and the
maf^azine were about to ta.he the place of the oraacher, the i ecturor and

Hub not been the" case. Thouf^ the'couAtry
well vSi tte^ ^'v, f '^QSasines, and almost sncv/ed under with
^^ne-h io Irf^ and instructive oooks of every kind, the public resnonds asi^uch ao evei to the lagic of living speech on the lips of 1 ivine-" men.
I  ̂i'is staterient let liim count over in his mind theiihhber of public addresses that have been deli vered in his communitv

past year from pulpit and stage, from the stumn and from the
..latiorm. And i.hen let n.m.i add up the scores and hundreds of addresses

informal, but often vital and impassioned—that
spur of the :ioraent in committees, conferences,

.^Ci.ool and collwge faculties, social gatherings, city councils, law
courts, conventions and civic celebrations. Such a test can hardly
xail to shov/ that the public still has needs which tlie printed page
aoss not supply. ^Society still cherishes its gifted speakers; and every
national crisis gives added proof of their value.

Oratory is still the supreme art. It is alive. Hen see its re-
sults at once. Upon it hang the issues of life and death. V/e cannot
estx.mate ohe influence tiiat great speakers have had upon our characters
ano. our actions. Hundreds of thousands of men and women have had their

^**4^..ives changed us a resulu of the utterances of such preachers as Y/esley,
an opurgoon, and Freuerick Robertson, and Phillips Prooks, and Dwight
L. i/ioody. Je erect marble statues to our Garrisons, and Uendell Phil-
lipses, and Frances Uillards, ano. A,en]?y Gradys to shov/ our gratitude
to them for the lasting influence of their v/ords unon the lives of men
and tbe course of civilization.

i'^-kore than once the fut.ure of a nation for centuries to come has
been oecided by an oration or a debate, "/lien the stupid and tyrannical
attempt^vras made by Hing George ill (the really great minds of England
were Irieadly to America) to enforce his v/ill illeg!;ally upon the Amer
ican Colonists by means of v/rits of assistance and' the Stamp Act, Amer
ican liberty was preserved chief .ly because of the elocuence of Samuel

Otis, and^Patrick -ienry. Of lames Otis, >ohn Adams said:
'Otis was^a flame of fire—Otis's oration against writs of assistance
breathed into this nation the breath of life.*' livery student knov/s b*^r
heart thej fiery^words of defiance that Patrick Henry hurled in the face

x?'® tyrant king during; a debate in the Virgxinia iiouse of Burgesseso.t the time of the Stamp Act struggle. For ten years in manj)' sneeches
he continued to inflame the hearts and stiffen the wills of the'^Amerii-
can people against royal j.nsult and injustice. His crucial and most '
famous speech cane finally in the Provincial Convention of Harch, 1775.
B,ov/ could words be more eloquent and effective! ''There is no retreat
but in submission and slavery. Our chains are almost forged. Hiei-r-
clanking .may be heard on the plains of Boston. The next gale that

^jsweeps from the north will bring the clash of resounding arms. Our
brethren are already in the field. Y7hy stand v/e here idle? Y/liat is
it that the gentlemen wish? YPiiat would they have? Is life so dear or
peace so sv/eet_as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?
Forbid it, Almigiity God! 1 Icnov/ not v/hat course others nay take, but
as for me, give me liberty or give me death!''
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II. True and False Rhetoric

Pure taste todaj^ requires that the speaker be natural, simple, and
sincere. He v/ill be effective onl^r as he practises these qualities'
and effectiveness is the supreme end to be achieved. There is a true
rhetoric and a false rhetoric, and unfortunately it is the glitter and
pomp of the false rhetoric that most easily captures the minds of the
iniraature and the uneducated. The untrained speaker is too likely to
fix nis attention upon surface qualities—the glov/ing v/ord, the fine
phrase, the dramatic pose and gesture, the sonorous voice,'the polished
period, and the high-TO-oug;ht climax. He is much inclined to be'imi
tative; and he is aimiost sure to initate outward habits of the sneaker
ho adaiires rather than ways of thought and noble traits that lie'deep
in the character of the speaker--sincerity'' of feeling, clarity of ex
pression, soundness of logic, closeness to fact, loyalty to truth
sxill in tile arrangenent of material and in the marshaling of argument,
i-here^is no_vice of oratory so hard for a beginner to rid himself of
as this habit of attending raore to fom than to substance.

ihere is a conmion fashion in debate and orator^'' that cannot be"too
strongly condemned. It takes big words to describe" it, for it is full
cl souiiQ and fury. It is artiiLcal and ambitious; bombastic and grand
iloquent. \Ihen we meet it on the stump, or a Fourth of July celebra
tion we call it the 'spread-eagle'' style. It has been v/idely adopted
by crude young lavi'yers, ambitious politicians, and obscure Fourth of
July orators throughout the United States.

i/hat then, in brief, does a cultivated modern audience demand of
the public speaker? It insists, first, that the speaker himself be
genuine; second, that he knov/ something worth v/hile and knov/ it well;
third, that his own feelings and convictions be fully enlisted in the
theme that he presents; and, fourth, that he talk straight to the point
in simple, natural, forceful language. People today listen to a man
for vhiat he himself is. Personality is the greatest force on earth—
more attractive than the magnet, more glowing and penetrating than
raciu:!, more deeply charged v/ith subtle and mysterious energy than
electricity. Oh ere are still people v4io are willing to improve their
minds; who like to think; who are inquiring after truth; and who are
quick to respond y/hen someone vmo is an authority upon a subject is
y/illing to tell thera at first hand v/hat he knows about it. Other things
being equal they would rather hear a im^n speak on an issue of public
iiiuorest than read what he Vi/rites about it. jrU-1 men and women are not
he'.rd, cold, and sceptical. All p60p.le at times feel truly and deenly,
and often they hunger for soraething really worth \tiile unon which they
may nourish their hearts and minds. But they are quick to see through
y/ha t is empty and catchj;'. They must feel sure that the speaker's own
Oj.and is upon vdiat he says. It 'will not do for him merely to borrow
the thought of other people, coimmit it to memory, and then deliver it
in a stiff and shov/y m.anner. Even when the young speaker presents
matter that has become truly his own in thought and conviction, as well
as in language, he must not recite it parrot-like. There must be
'■'blood-earnestness■' at the moment of delivery. And the voice must be
natural, the _^language easily understood, the incidents and illustra
tions taken from the 'world in which the listeners themselves live.
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Exercises

1. Can you think Of any occasion in your community v;hen a single speaker
turned the tide for good or evil?

2. V/hen Livingstone was a boy of twelve he heard a speech that made him
dedicate his life to missionary work in Africa, V/hat speech has most
influenced you?

GHiEPTER I

HOVJ TO GET MATERIiiL FOR HIE SPEECH

There are many things in this world that are so, and that are
worth knowing and telling. The bottoi thing in a speech is subject
matter. We can make no headv/ay until we have ideas and facts. There
is no use going to mill if we have no grist to grind.

All life is Just one endless process of picking up facts and stor
ing up wisdom. The most useful and interesting orators are those who
have seen most and thoijght most and experienced most. You are to get
matter for speeches and debate everywhere. You are young now; your
senses are so alert; your -linds are so eager and so filled with curios
ity; your memories so plastic ("wax to receive and marble to retain")
that it will be a very simple ^mtter for you to pick up and pack away
vast stores of information.

I. Original Thought

It is natural for everyone to want to be an original thinker, V/e
should like to utter only such thoughts as are brand new. And this is
a good thing; for, surely, each human soul must have some new inlet
of truth from the vast silence and mystery that encircles us. And we
owe it to ourselves and to our fellow men to utter the best truth that
has been given to us.

But after all, the great truths of life that make for the weal or
woe of humanity have been pretty well knovm for ages. So it is only
rarely that the most gifted person finds a brand new truth about nature
or hu'man nature. This ought not, of course, to discourage the desire
for intense and independent thought, since no matter how old a truth may
be, it has meaning for you, and comes to life in your soul only when you
have thought it out for yourself; and in a sense it is new knowledge;
for now for the first time in history it has a nev/ lo(^ng place; a fresh
angle of reflection; and no one can foresee what may be born out of this
contact of an old truth vath a fresh mind. At least 3rau remint it; it
takes the color of your personality; and you clothe it in your own v/ord
and phrase. So men are on safe ground v;hen they toil and sv/eat to bring
fresh ideas into the world.

II, Experience

Perhaps, in the long run, no subject matter will prove so useful as
that which is drawn from experience. Here is a source of knowledge that
is both fresh and true. The word experience comes from a Latin word
that means to try, or test, or pass through, IThat you have tried and


