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- EPISTLES II.
I. THESSALONIANS,

© J//\ This is the first of the Pauline Epistles, written ot Corinth A.D.
52 or 53, Thessaloniea wus so named by Cassander in honor of his wife
Thessglonice, the sister of Alexander the Great, It is now called
Sglonlka. : It was on Paul’s second missionary Journey that he and Silas
visited this citye. We are told (Acts 17:1-9) how Peul preached to the

. dJdews in their synagogue on the death and resurrection of Jesus, how in-
N censeg the Jews became and the departure of the missionaries to Bereas
But his preaching bore fruit and a great multitude believed, consist=-

ing of 'JdJews and Greekse Tinothy was left here while Paul proceeded to

Athens,
ﬁ\ During these labors at Thessalonica, Paul had undoubtedly instructe-
% ed these people regarding the Second Coming of Christ. They had

misunderstood these teachings and the idea became fixed in their minds
that‘Jesus was soon to return. The result was that many ccased to
work, which they looked upon as unnecessary if Christ were about to
appears Others bemoaned the fact that those who had died in Christ
would not be present to witness the glory of that great event.

Paul was in Corinth working at his trade of tent-making, He sent
, for Timothy and Siles to join hime From them he received the repart
\' concerning the manner in which that church had confused his teachings
on the doctrine of the time of the Secoénd Coming of Christe In this
\ letter he corrects their misteken idea, that the time of Christ®s re~
turn is not known, end that when thet event does occur those who are
asleep in Jesus will first be raised from the dead to participate in the
glory of 1t, and those living will be changed and both the resurrected
and the liv{ng will meet Christ in the airs Thus it is that this
Epistle gives us véry essentiel instruction on one of the greatest sub~
Jects of the Bible, It will be noticed that at the close of each
chapter reference is made to our Lord's returne.

———

The Epistle falls inte three parts:

1. Character and engagement of the Church, i.
The true church is characterized by earnestness and loyalty.
The influence of the church at Thessalonica exemplifying
such qualities will be such that they will be an example to
believers in Macedonia and Achaic,. _ '

2+ Character and ministry of the Apostle Paul, ii, iii
/ Ss The Second Coming of our Lord, ive v
\ (1) The claims of the present life and service upon the believer
‘ while waiting fér his Lords He should not be indifferent
to these claims,

(2) The status of the righteous dead end living in regard to
that event when it occurs,

- - (3) The effect this great doctrine and glorious hope should have
upon Christian life and character. Y
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EPISTIES II.
II. EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS.

This Epistle was written shortly after the first and deals with
t@e same matter upon which this church had become so confused. Not~
withstanding the fact that the first epistle had spoken with clearness
on the points troubling this church, it is still laboring under mis-
taken impressions.’ Believing thet Christ would soon recturn, many

/ had ceased to worke Vhat still more greatly confused this church

was a forged letter having Paul's nome signed to it and declaring that
Christ would soon appeare It was no doubt the work of some one who
believed that Paul had so taught these people, or to propagate more
thoroughly the idea, attached to it the force of Paul®s name. In any
case, Poul writes this second letter, and warns them against receiving
spurious epistles as his. He now deals morc diréetly with this parti-
cular point of the time of the coming of our Lorde = He positively de-
clares that prior to Christ®s coming will be a great apostasy ond the
edvent of the map of sin, who is usually spoken of as Antichrist, He -
is doscribed by Paul in definite terms as to his character and-‘conduct,
Some have identified him‘ss the Romen Emperor, others the Pope, and
others the Turkish power, etc. We know absolutely nothing as to who
this man of sin will be, or for what or whom the cxpression stends.

This brief epistle divides into two partss:

(1) The coming apostasy, t%ggmw, the coming Christe
i, i1, The coming of Christ will destroy the man of sim, and
consequently he could not have becn the Roman Emperor since
Christ has not yét come, and Paul is dealing with the actual
é}/ coming of Christe.
(éE)The essential attitudes of the Church waiting-for its coming
Lord, iii. The Church should be prayerful, engaged in
Christian service, and obedients _

EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS.

( Ao é4 [

Chronologically this is probably the first of the four doctrinel.’
epistles, the other three being I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Romans,
the letter being the sixth Pauline Epistle, the first two belng the
two letters to the Thessalonionss This epistle is addressed to the
churches of Gelatia, and thus is a circular letter. The Galatians
were Cauls or Celts who settled in Asia Minor about B.Ce 240, on’
his second missionary tour Paul established churches in this regione
It is probable that this eplstle was written from Ephesus in A.D, 86
or the early part of 57, preceding the Epistles to the Corinthians,
while some place it between II Corinthians and the Romens, There 1s

difficulty regarding both time and placee

This latter was occasioned by two serious defections that caused
great disturbance in these churches, Judaizing teachers contended
that the‘Centile believers should submit to certain forms of Jewish
legalism, and were thus alienating them from t he true principles of
the Gospel. This was contrary to the teachings of Paul, and to
undermine his influence they asserted that he was inferior to the
other apostles in his assumed apostleship, that he was not one of the
fwelve, and claimed that their doctrines were supported by the other

apostlese.
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Paul vindicates his apostleship, declaring that he received his
apostolic appointment directly from Christe. In support of this and
as opposed to their contention, is the fact that the Twelve, and

| especially Peter, Johm and James the brother of Jesus, acknowledged

X" his independent apostleship to be fully equal to theirs, and that he
was the divinely accredited Apostle to the Gentiles. To save these .
Christians from the demoralizing influence of this Judaizing legalismg
Paul announces and establishes the doctrine of Justification by faith,
and urges them not to be misled by these false teachers, He sets
before them Christ and His redemption as the only way of salvation
and urges them to stand fast in the liberty of the Gospel.

This brief but stirring épistle falls into three sections:

; j-3
¢ 1., Perverters of the Gospel and an ungettled Church. i-iii:4
(s aul's Apostleship and Apostolic authoritys is divine call
A and labors. The ground of justifications The bewitching

™ of the churche

24 Paults correction of pervertedwggach;g%s.bearing upon justifi-
5 6Ef16ﬁ"§ﬁﬂ‘fE§”W6fK§fBT”tﬁé”I&w,'ig;. -V, :
Faith and justification of Abrahem prior to the law., The law
and the covenant distinguished, Taken from under the law,
Allegory of bond-woman and free-womens

3, The church exhorted and enjoined. vie
What Paul had to contendl with in these instructions was the
fact that converted Jews had-such difficulty in believing
that the lMosaie institutions, divinely appointed, should be
no longer binding upon them, and that the Gentiles should be
. admitted to equal privileges in the Gospel with themselves,

7
I. EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.,

This is the second of the four great doctrinal epistles and th«
fourth in the order in which the epistles were written, The fics.
epistles being those to the Thessalonians followed by the Epistle tc
the Galatians. The group classified as Doctrinal Epistles consist:
of =

Galatians,

I Corinthians;
IT Corinthiens,
Romans,

and in that order. This first letter to the Church at Corinth weas
written aboub-fmBesswhile Paul was ot Ephesus Corinth was the
capital of the Romen province of Achala, It was a commercial and
wealthy city and morally corrupte. Paul labored in this city for
nearly two years. The church consisted of Jews and Gentiles.

Paul hed to contend with Judaizing teachers and tendencies in
some of these churchese It will be remembered that he and Barnabas
were sent as commissioners by the Church at Antioch to the Council at



NORTHVEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, VWASH, Page 4
EPISTLES IY.
I. EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS coat.

Jerusalem.ggigg_wggwggnxﬁaggmﬁg?mﬁhg,purpgse“of)gnnsidewingwthe
standing of Gentiles in the Church, and the Judaistic requirements
beingwm@@9T§if§§§ﬁ§”W Paul wes successful in that controversy in
support of the Gentiles and in the compromise he proposed. He md
to deal with this same question in various churches and especially
the Galation.

The bigotry of the Jews and worldliness of the Gentiles of the
Corinthian Church, disorders and dissensions called foérth this
letter, A party spirit had grown up in this churchj the tendency .
being to select religious leaders, some choosing Paul, some Apollos
eand some Cephas. This epistle was designed to correct this error,
which Paul does by declaring "all are yours,® whether Paul or Apollos
be your teachers. :

Paul received word concerning disturbing matters pertaining to
merriage, eating of meat offered to idols, the Lord‘'s Supper, the
wrong attitude to spiritual gifts and the doctrine of the resurrccte-
ion, These things ere hendled in Paul's masterly manner in this
~epistle. He puts the matter of eating meat on the high plane of
Christian example and service. Mistaken views of the resurrect-
ion call forth the one great treatment of that essential doctrine,
To those agpiring to certain gifts he points out what is far greater
in the line of Christian graces, and the pre~cminence of Love, the
greatest of all things.

The subject matter of this epistle may be gathered under four
headss - :

1. The essential‘unit of the Church. i=ive
Unity threetened by the party spirite Unity in the cross of
Christe. Many workers but one foundation.

2. Disorders and disturbing-preblems, v4xi.
Relating to merriage, eating of meat, the Lord's Supper.

Se ggvgping the greatest spiritual gifts and graces as opposcd
to sh ambitions, xii. xive

44 Doctrine of the resurrcction. xv,
e grounding of faith in Christ. “Explained and illustrater-

II. EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.

This is the third great doectrinal cpistles It would appecr
that Paul felt some concern relative to the spirit in which this
church would recelwe, his previous letter, which dealt so strongly
and so uncompromisingly with-certain conditions in this church.
Titus found him in Macedonia, having left Ephesus on account of the
disturbance that had arisen because his preaching had greatly affect-
ed the business of rneking shrines to the goddess Diana. The riot
seems to have been instigated by Demetrius, whose profits in this
pagan traffic were greatly diminished. Titus reports the kindly
manner in which this church had received Paul's instruction, which
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was very gratifying, and he sends them this second letter éxpressing
pls appreclation-‘and adds to the instruction already given., This was
in the same year, A.D.57.

There were those in this church, however, who were dispcsed to
call in question Paul's apostleship, denying there had been vested in
him apostolic authoritye. To set forth his credentials and establish -
his claims as an apostle of Jesus Christ is one of the most importent
sections of this epistle. He declares in no un certain terms the groun
of his authority and treats in an ironical manner the criticisms of
himself by the false teachers of this church, ;

The book may be divided into three parts as fo;laﬂs:

1. The spirit of fellowship and service, i-vii,
The loving relationship subsisting between the Apostle and
~ this churche Their mutual cooperation in Christian services

2¢ The principle, privilege and duty of Christian giving, viij-ix,
Paul was ralsing funds for the support of poor believers in
Jerusalem, and was calling upon thése churches to give accord=
ing as the Lord had prospered them.

3¢ Paul's Apostleship sustained, x=-xiii,
The credentials of the true Apostle.
Paults apostleship as related to the divine revelations that
had been made to him. His thorn in the flesh to protect him
against self-exaltation because of these revelations. The
epistle closes with a warning and an exhortation,

EPISTLES TO THE ROLIANS,

In some respects the greatest of all the Pauline Epistles, of
which there are thirteén, and fourteen if Paul was the author of the
Epistle to the Hebrewss While the epistle is first in order in the
Bible, chronclogically it is the gixth. It was during his second
visit to Corinth that he wrote this epiztle, and sent it to the church
at Rome by a woman of Corinth who was traveling to Romee This was
about the year A.D+58e

It was the year 62 that Paul went to Rore as a prisoner, or about
four years after thatchurch had received this letter. Paul was at
that time personally unknown to this church as he was not its foundew
and who founded this church is unknown. This epistle suggests th:
the Roman Church was numerically quite strong and had existed for &z
consideréable time., It was distinctive in that its faith was extensiva«
1y known. It seems evident from certain passages that the Gentile
portion of this church exceeded in number the Jewish, while some hold
the opposite views It would appear from xi, 17, 18, and xv. 6=9
that some antagonism existed between the converts from Judaism end the
Gentile Christians, but not of such a positive character as was truc
of the Galatian Churchs

The aim of this epistle was not polemical but had a general sccio.
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EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS {(cont,.)

In the opening chapter Paul states the case by declaring his interest
in visiting them in order to confirm their faith, and since he was
prevented from doing so he is sending by Phoebe %his letter which
sets forth in such comprehensive manner the doctrines of grace.

This epistle, quoted as early as the first and secoml centufies
by Clemens Romanus and Polycarp, the Jatter the disciple of John, has
never been questioned, It is the most systematic of the didacﬁié
epistles, and treats especially the great doctrine that grounded the
reformat{on, the doctrine of justification by faith.

The book falls into two generel sections:
1. The world under sin and condemnation, i-iii, Paul argues

(L) That the pagan world is uncer condemnation.

(2} That the Jewish werld is unier condemnations

(3) That all have sinned and the whole world is under condemna~
tion

2e The'world under grace, iv-xvi

1; Justification by faith, iv, vi :
2) The believer®s life in Christ, vi-viii,
) The salvation of‘Israel, ix~xi. :

3
(4) Christien graces, xii-wvi,

EPISTLE OF JAMES.

This is the first of the severn General Epistles, so-called be~
cause of their general character. They were written for the body of
believers and not for churches or individualse. The author of this
epistle is not to be comfused.with Jemes, the son of Zebedee, the
brother of John. He was put to death by Herod prior to the writinz®
of this epistle, The author of this epistle was our Lord's brother,
but whether he was the Apostle James is not certain. He was the
President of the Council of Jerusalem (A¢ts xv) when Judeizing tend=
encies in the Church were openly discussed. The Jews insisted that
Gentiles must come into the Church in the Jewish way, This was
- opposed by Paul and Barnabas and their views were supported by Jameso

v

The date of this epistle has been placed as early as A.D.44
and as late as 62, From the development of the errors treated by
James the latter date seems the more probable. James was the bishop
of Jerusalem, This epistle was addressed to Jewish Christians when
the Church was suffering persecution, but prior to those persecutions
‘begun by the emperor Nero after the burning of Rome (A.D.64),

The design of the epistle was to correct the error of failing to
put faith into ‘Christian practice.’ They emphasized the mere under=
standing of religious doctrines and fell into a state‘of dead formal-
isme James insists that faith without works is dead, and thus is
reduced to a mere belief, an assent of the mind to certain truths, and
a dead faith is equivalent to nothing; that a true living faith fims
expression in Christian service and earnest Christian conduct,
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There is no confliet between this doctrimc of faith and works
and Paults doctrine of justifying faith as opposed to the works of
the law. The two things are wholly different and these two writers
are cmphasizing two entirely different things. Paul treats the
means of justification, James the cvidence or spiritual exprossion
of ite < One may be right from the standpoint of Paul's theological
position, and wholly wrong from the practical standpoint of the
position of Jamose Paul was in full accord with the vicwpolnt &f
James, and James was in full agreement with the viewpoint of Paul.

This epistle deals with four things:

le The believerts‘attitude to trial, temptation and a true
_ religious life, i,

‘

2 Thc essential relation of faith to works, ii.
3« Things cxemplified by the true believer, iii-iv,

4, In what true riches consist, ve. '
The man led away by material richese "The 1ife of faith
rich in praycer and consecrated service,

EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS,

Commereially Ephesus was onc of the nost important cities of
Asia Minor, aid undecr the Romans was the capital of thc entire pro=-
vince of Asia, It was celebrated for its temple and the goddess
for whom it was constructcd -~ Diana of the Ephesianse It was one
of the seven wonders of the world.

This is one of the four lettérs of the imprisonment, when Paul
was a prisoner at Rome, L«De.62-63, Different views have been ad-
vanced as to the design of this letter. The Tabingen School
ascribed to the author "the desire to l1ift the church to a sense
of her unity by presenting her to herself as the Body of Jesus Christ
and by holding before her at the same time & highef conception of wlie
person of Jesus Christ then had been held hithertoes®™ Several otlci’
views have been put forth as to the design of the epistie, but it 2
seens to be clearly expressed in the author®s statement, "I thereti.re
beseech you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were caliué.®
(ivel)s The design is practicale. It is an "appeal to the sense
of the greatness of the salvation enjoyed by believers, of the exclta=
tion of Christ their Redeemer, of the dignity and unity of the church®
in 5yaer that they may desire to attain to a pure and exalted form
of livinge

Unlike some of the other epistles it was not written to correct
some doctrinal error, but for the oconfirmation of the church in its
spiritual unity as the body of Christ, having on the whole armor
of God, This epistle bears a strong resemblance to the Epistle to
the Colossianse This may be accounted fér on the ground that both
gpistles were writtén about the same tiné. Both letters were carried
to their respective churches by Tychicuse. The fact that the subject
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of Ephesians is broader and more general than is the mcre specifie
theme of Colossians has led to the opinion that Colossians was writter
first, on the assumption’'that "progress is generally from the briefer
to the more lengthy form.®

The following are the two main divisions of this Epistle:

1. Doctrines of Christianity, i-iii. :
(1) The believer's election and adoption
(2) Person and work of Christe s 2
(3) The Gentiles sharing equally in the blessings of the Gospel,
and Paul's commission to establish this truth in preaching
~the unsearchable riches of Christe.

2. Exemplification of these doc¢trines, ivevi

(1) The unity of the Church, the body of Christ,
Unity in the diversity of gifts., Many gifts but all
related and reciprocal in one serviéee oy

(2) The spotless Church in Christ Jesus,

(3) Panoplied with the Christian armor. - Y
This Epistle aims to give this church a greater vision of
the length, breadth, depth and height of the love of Christe

EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS.

This was one of the four letters of the imprisomment, the others”
being Ephesians, Philippians and Philemon, written at RomeA. D. 62=83.
Paul was not the founder of the church at Colosse, a city of Asia
Minor. It was Epaphras who brought to Paul an account of the religious
cgndiﬁions in Asiay, and it is thousht that he was the founder of this
churche.

The spiritual life of this church was seriously endangered by the
Gnostic philosophy of that time., The CGnostics held that matter was
essentially evil, while God was wholly good, Hence the creation of ¥
matter was accounted for by some other creative power than that of God
who could not be conceived as creating evil, When some of these
Gnostics became interested in Christianity they brought with them
their Gnostic theories, At once Christ became to them a serious pro-
blems They could not believe him to be a real man having a material
body which would make him essentially evil. One sect accounted for
him by assuming that what seemed an actual human, mterial body was in
-reality nothing of-the kind and was only so in appearance. In other
- words, he was pure, unmixed spirit. This denied the humanity of
Jesus., Another Gnostic sect admitted his humanity, that he was in :
every sense a material being, incarnate flesh and blood. By disting=
uishing between Jesus and Christ they accounted for his materialit
by the power of Christ, a creative power that was not God. ‘

When Epaphras brought to Paul his report of the disintegrating
influence of this Gnostiec philosophy, he realized at onée the danger
that threatened this church and wrote them this epistle, It sets
forth the supreme Headship of Christ in creation and the work of grace
Thet between Jesus and God is no intervening creative power, but on the
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contrary he is the express image of God; that it is he who is the

creator of all things and sustains them by his essential-presence,
Exhibiting the Godhead im bodily form, he is above all principal~
1ties and powers. He is both human and divine, the Lord and Saviour
of mankind. Thus does Paul expose the shallowhess of this philosophy,
and warns this church not to be deceived by ity not to be induced to
worship angels or to practice the ascetisism of the Gnosties. Their

only attitude should be that of complete subordination to Christ.
The Epistle falls into two parts:

le The characteristics of the true bel ievere i.
There are four marks of Ghristiam character: it is fruitful,
enlightened, patient and, what really includes these, abound=
ing in greace,

2. The believer's law of action in dealing with vain philosophy,
tradition and worldliness, ii-iv,
If rooted in Christ they will not be led astray regarding
theories of angelse Having their Headship in Him they will
not be beguiled by superficial philosophy, and will be kept
pure from the rudiments of the world.

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON.

In the point of chronologicel order this epistle is some distance
from where it belongs. The letter was written to an individual and
follows those written to individuals, This was one of the four letters
of the imprisonment written at Rome A.D. 62-63, and is the shortest of
the Pauline Epistles. It was Tyehicus who carried to their respect-
ive churches the Epistle to the Ephesians and the Epistle to the
Colossians,  Onesimus, the companion of Tychicus, carried this epistle
to Philemon, The latter was a member of the church at Colosse.

Onesimus weas the slave of Philemon., He had cormitted some crime
and fled from his masters He came to Rome and under Paul's ministra-
tions was converted to Christianity. Paul advises him to return to
Philemon, and this letter is an appeal to his master to receive ’
him kindly. He commends Onesimus to Philemon as a Christian brother,
and is willing to go his security for any loss Philemon might sustédine
The letter is a masterpiece of Christian courtesy and intercessions
It fails into three parts:

l. The personal element exhibiting Paul®s tactfulness in address~
ing Philemomn on a delicate matter. :

2e¢ The new Onesimus, his changed life, a basis for Paul®s appeale
3. Intercession for Onesimus and security guaranteed. Paul ex=~

Presses the conviection that Philemon will exceed his petition
in behalf of Onesimuse
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Philippi was a city of pronconsular Macedonia, having been taken
by Philip of Macedon , who named it after himself., It was here that
the celebrated battle was fought in which Brutus and Cassius were de-
feated, B. C. 42, which overthrew the Roman republic, The Gospel
was first preached in Europe in this city, wiere Paul and Silas had
their unusual experience in jail that resulted in the jailer®s con-
version., Paul founded this church, and on several occasions it con-
tributed to hls necessitiese

This was one of the four letters of the imprisonment and waes
written at Rome A. De 62-53, Epaphroditus, a member of the church
at Philippi, and had been sent to Rome with a pecuniary contribution
for Paul. This epistle was sent back with him in which Paul = -
expresses his gratitude and sets before them Christ as the grecat
exemplar. Hc commends the Philippiens and in no part of the epistle
is there any word of censure. -

The letter falls into two scctions:

1. Exhibiting the mind and characteristics of Christ; 1,-il
From the exhortations of this section it is thought by some
that this church was given to vain glorying. That would
not necessarily followe Christ?s humility our example
in having a lowliness of minde.

2. The believerts spiritual goal asexpressed-by the apostle's
aspirations, iii-iv.

(1) Losing all else for Christ,

(2) Pressing toward the mark for the prize.

(3) The things that command attention and interest - things
that ore true, honest, pure and lovelye

EPISTLE TO THE HEBREVS.

Who wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews? is a gquestion that has
been asked for centuries. So clearly does it resemble Paul's style
of reasoning that for a long time he was regarded the author and was
eccepted as such by the Alexandrine Church, elso Jerome, but the Paul=
ine authorship wes rejected by Calvin and Bezas. The view las been
edvenecd that the author wes one who followed Paul both in thought and
style, that he submitted the cpistle to the Apostle, which rcceived
his endorsecment, That the author was a Jew has never been doubted.
Some have ascribed it to Apollos. Whether the epistle was addressed
to the Jews of Pelestine or of Rome is uncertain, and the same un-
certainty attachcs to the place of writing. As to the time, it is
generally acceptecd that it was written shortly before the destruct-
jon of‘Jerusclem (Ae De 70)e If this is correct, and Paul was the
author, then it was written before A, D. 68, as it was in that year
or shortly before that Paul suffered martydom.

There is no doubt as to the design of the epistles The
author is placing before the Jew the claims and pre~eminence of Christ
and Christienity as compared with Judaisme The besetting sin of
the Jews was unbelief, and there was the constant tendency to renounce



' NORTHVWEST BIBLE INSTITUTE, SEATTLE, VASH, Page 11
EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

Christianity and retufn to Judefsme It would seem from this epistle
that some had done sos The‘author sets forth the Messiahship of
Jesus, our Great High Priest, who exceeds the angels, the prophets
and Moses. He then points out the difference between the Aaronie
priesthood and that of Christ, and the Levitical sacrifice and that
of Jesus that alone can atone for sim and was offered by onces In
other words, the Mosaic institutions were but types, while Jesus .
was the Proto-type, and the shadow must not be misteken for the sube
stance. The herces of 01d Testament faith are enumerated and their
feith distinguished,‘and these the author sets before these Jews as
a cloud of witnesses, living under the old covennant, but testifying
to the truth as it is in Christ. The epistle is a powerful appeal
in contraesting Christ end Christianity with Judajism,

The epistle falls into four sections:

1. Christ as compored with the angels, the préphets and Mcses,
i-ive In all this he has the preeminence. ;

2. Mosaism and Christ, vex !
Christ and the Levitical gystem, contrasted, especially
regaerding the priestly, and sacrifical institutions,

3o Faith and its 014 Testament examples, xi.
From Abel to the prophetse The eloud of witnesses for New
Testament believers.

4. Christian virtues, xii ~ xiii. Christ our great exemplar.

I, EPISTLE OF PETER.

- The Apostle Peter, the author of two epistles, held‘a prominent
place in the Apostolic band during the ministry of Jesus, and in the
early Christian Church. This epistle was addressed to Jewish converhs
in Asia Minor, and was written between A.D. 64 and 6%.‘ Tt was writien
from Babylon, which is understcod by some to mean Rome, the mystical
Babylone It was‘the first period of the Roman persecution of the
Church under Nero, who is prosecuting a carnival of bloodshed by all
the fiendish means he can invent, both in the Colliasum and‘in his
gardens about his palace. They were indeed "fiery" trials, as Nero
indulged in the Satanic sport of making the night Jwminous by the
burning of Christians, Within & brief time both Peter and Paul will
be victims of this monster, '

The epistle bears a strong resemblance to some of Paul's writings
and uses various expressions of Romans, I Corinthians,. Ephesians,
Colossians, Thessalonians, I Timothy. It 18 a stirring appeal to
believers in this time of bitter persecutione But their eternal
security is in Christ, who also suffered and by suffering redeemed
us to God, He is'held up as the believer's source of strength in .
these trying times. Peter also instructs these converts in the
~ attitude they should maintain‘to temporal pavers under these conditions.

Three things are set foith in this epistle: ; :

l. The believerts life in Christ, i, 11 ‘
‘His election, sanctification and resurrection. He enjoye

N
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Ealvation through the risen Christ, and should glorify Christ by
Christian conduct guided by his Lord's examplee

2. Exhortations for a suffering Church, iii ~ 1v,
A righteous attitude in the midst of trials, escaping the reby
all false accusations, The Christ who suffered for us can
cause us to rejoice in suffering for Him uhder the keeping
power of God. =
3« The under-shepherd and the flocke Suffering makes perfeét
and is followed by a crown promised by the Chief Shepherde

II EPISTLE OF PETER.

So different 1is the style of this epistle from that of the First
Epistle of Peter that the Petrine authorship has been seriocusly gues=
tioned. It may be that another hand worked upon the First Epistle
and greatly improved the style, which wowld account for the differ-
ence, *© Aside from the style referred to, the lack of finish in the
Greek, we can detect Peter in this epistle, and certain references
in it argue strongly for the Petrine authorshipe The arguments
against such are not conclusive. This epistle refers to the first,
and bears a certaln resemblance to the Epistle of Jude,

This epistle is also addressed to Asiatic converts, but to no
particular church,. It was probably written shortly before Peterts
death {(i,14) hence the time of writing could not have been later
than A.De.68. In this respect it reminds us of Paul's Secon@ Epistle
to Timothy. %It is only as we get a vivid picture of this Apostle

. standing in the midst of persecutions, this general breaking up of
things, seeing the ravages made by the mockers and false teachers,
and with death just before him, that we can understand with what
earnestness he is appealing to these believerse®

1, The Christian virtues and the transfigured Christ, i.

The linking of one virtue to another by the use of
the word "add® signifies in the original the harmonious
blending of these graces. Peter was one of the three -
who witnessed in Hermon the great scene of the transfigura-
tion of Jesus, Note the pronoun used in hils statements
A few days before, Peter refused to accept Christts declara«
tion of his comlng deaths Moses and Ellas are brought imbo
the scene to speak of his decease not far awaye. Peter heard
these words and the statement of Jesus must have come back

. to him with a new great force.

20 Thé inspired Word of God the sowece of spirituel instuctioc

ii. Opposed to its doctrines are the false teachers upon
_ Judgment will fall, :

3, The coming heresies and scoffers, 111.
They will deny the coming of Christ, and Peter announces
the certainky of this great and glorious event, and the
things that will attend it. He emphasizés the 1nfluence
this should have upon Christian characters
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This‘is the first of Paul®s Pastoral Eplsiles written to two ine-
dividuals, T4mothy end Tktus. It was written in Macedonia, probably
about A. D, 65, and a short time prior to Paul®s déath, which oceurred
about A. D, ‘68 His imprisomment in Rome} 62-63, was followed, it
is believed, by a fourth missionary journeys and it is during that time
this Epistle was written, Timothy was the beloved disciple of the
grebt Apostle. He was probably converted to Christianity by the ’
preaching of Paul when the latter first visited Lycaonia in Asia Minor,
He was Paul's companion in his missionary labors, His father was a
Greek, but his mother was a Jewess, She had carefully instructed .
Timothy in the 0ld Testeament Scriptures, and Paul refers to the fact
in his next Epistle, Timothy was left in charge of the Church at
Ephesuse Paul®s labors in that city had caused an upheavel by greatly
diminishing the‘traffiec in the meking of shrines of the goddéss Diansg.
He left Ephesus, but placed Timothy im eharge of that church. The
city was the seat of pagan superstition, hence the respomsibility
that was placed upon this young minister settled in this profliga
city. Under these conditions he was in need of just such a letter
one who understood so well with what he had to contend.

The Epistle is divided as followss

le Paul?'s charge to Timothy, 1,2 £
The office of the minister and steward, ii-vi
(1) In dealing with official matters.
(2) Regard to spiritual principles.
Fg %éwing after righteousness, Haw to preach to the
rich, N

EPISTLE TO TITUS,

This is one of thé three Pastorel ‘Epistless It was probably
written about A. D. 65, from Macedonia, and in point of time falls
between the two Epistles to Timothy. We know very little about Tituse
He was with Paul and Baynebas at the Council at Jerusalem (Gal., ii,l)

It will be recalled that Paul and Barnmabas Were sent to this Council.

as commissioners from the Church at Antioch. This was at the close
ofthe first missionary journey. When the Judaizing sect tried to
carry their point and insisted that Titus receive the Jewish seal of

the covenant, Paul took the ground that to grant that under those cir-
cumstances would be compromising a principle, The same was not true
relative to Timothy at another time and under wholly different conditions
Paul placed Titus in charge of the church on the island of Crete, which:
place was noted for its corruption, Pault®s instructions were, in _
several respects, similar to those to Timothy, who was in charge. of

~the Church at Ephesus and had to contend with a similer state of things.
- Titus must sustain the principles of Christidnity in opposition to false
teachers, and in a community morally cofrupts It called for certain
qualifications set forth by the Apostlee

The epistle is divided into three partss

d

" 1e The qualifications and needs of a true bishop, i.
He must be sound in déctrine to meet the Judaizing
" tendency of that time.
2o His instructiéns adapted to the social and morel conditions
about him, ii.
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" Note the scope of his admonitionse
3¢ The four situations in which Titus must be qualified
to act, iii.

II EPISTLE TO TINOTHY,

This is the last Epistle of the great Apostle. It was written
from Rome A. Do 67 or 68, Following his release from his, first ime~
prisomment (4.D.63) it is generally believed that Paul resumed his
labors in Asia Minor and Macedon and went to Spaine False teachers
in Ephesus and Crete were--trying to undermine the principles of
Christienity. In A. Ds 64, more than one~half of the city &f Rome was
destroyed by fire, instigated, no doubt, by thse Emperor Nero, The
Christians were falsely charged with the deeds According to Roman
writers they had become very numerous and held influential positions in
the State. Charged with the‘burning of the cilty afforded Nero the
pretense for persecuting them, which he conducted in the most fendish
and diabolical mamner. These persecutions were to be continued for
many decades under the various emperors, but not for purely personal
§easéns, as characterized the wholesale murderous slaughterings of

SI0e

"Under this tyrant, who rmurdsred his own mother,’fell the Apostle
Paul, For the second time he is imprisoned in Rome, and is now write
ing‘his last message to Timothy. He realizes that the end is near,
but, sustained by his unswerving falth, he 1s looking forward to the
crown awaiting him, %®His friends carried the headless corpse to the
catacombs or subterranean vaults below Rome, to which in after times
the mrtyrs‘used often to flee for concealment, There, in some un=-
known vault, rest the body of the greatest of apostles, awaiting the
fulfillment of his own words, 'Death is swallowed up in victory.'®

This dying message falls into three parts:
1. The fundamentels of Christian character and service, i,li.
Soundness of doctrine, Christian condurence, rightly dividing
_ the word of truth, etc.

2. Coming perilous times, iii,
And we know how truly Paul spoke - a forecasting of the days
- of bloodshed through which the early Church passedo_

3¢ Last words of the great Apostle té the Gentiles, ive
His closing injunction to Timothy. His triumphant testi-
mony to his faith in Jesus Christ, He who wrcte the oighth
chapter of the Epistle to the church in this same Rome is; in
these last moments, éxperiencing the powor and fuliiess of
these blecssed truthse

EPISTLE OF JUDE
Jude, according to his own statement, was the brother of James,
the writer of the Epistle of James. TFrom this it is assumed by scne
that he was not a full brother of Jesus, but a son of Joseph by a
former wife. But neither does James speak of himself as a brother
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of Jesus, and it may be that both refrained from doing so that it may
not appear they were doing so for a purpose. The fact that the sec~
cond chapter of Second Peter contains matter found in Jude has raised
the question whether Peter drew from Jude or Jude from Peter. This
involves the question of date, and not knowing the exact date of
either we cannot say which antcdated the othere. This epistle deals
with the same heresies dealt with by John and Peter, and warns those
for whom he is writing against these dameging doctrines, In de~-
nouncing these heresies he‘calls attention to the judgments that were
visited upon Korah, Balaam, Sodom and Gemorrah, and makes application
of tho fact to those who wantonly deal with the faith once delivered
to the saints, The unbelief of the one class and the fidelity of
the true followers of Christ are strongly contrasted by this epistlee

1 _EPISTLE OF JOHN

John was the last of the Apostlese The others have passcd on

to their etornal reward, and it was left to the "disciple whom Jesus
loved® to write the last words of the New Testament Scripturese.

Whether these epistles or the Book of Revelation were the last words
is a disputed point with scholars. John is far advanced in years and
is spending his last days in Ephesus. He is in the midst of that
Gnostic philosophy that Paul refuted in his Epistle to the colossians
It denied the incarnation of Jesus, that he was very man as well gs very
Gods, This heretical teaching did not deny that he actually took upon
himself our human nature, a denial of the fact that Jesus came in the
flesh, which John brands as the doctrine of Antichrist. He was in a
position to speak most positively regarding the humanity of Jesus. He
was in his life for three years. He sustained the most intimate re-
lation to him and saw every expression of his human nature. He saw
him die on the cross, and these facts will outweigh all the superficial
and hazy speculations of Gnosticisme John declares in the most pesi-
tive manner, four great truths: the incarnation of Jesus; the fact ~
of sin; the fact or propitiation and pardon; the fact of regeneration.

These four truths may be reduced to two in the analysis of the
epistle:

1. The incarnate Christ the ground of the believer's spiritual
life, i-ii.
He was scen and heard by the disciples. He was the Light
of the world and is the believer®s ligh% in which to walke.
It is impossible to deny the incarnation and have the spiriv
and life of Christ.

2, The significance and consglousness of regeneration, iii-v.

" Sin and the regenerated life, Christ our Advocate with the
Father. Regeneration expressed in lcve. Love for one anothe™
‘and for God and God's love for us. Faith in the incarnate
Christ the ground of the consciousness of regeneratione

I1 EPISTLE OF JOEN.
This epistle is addressed to the "Elect Lady," but whether by this
is meant a church or an individual is not clear, and both views are helic
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The manner in which she is addressed is strongly suggestive of the
view that it refers to an individusal. In any case the teaching

of the epistle is clear. Johm had enjoyed her hospitality and .
speeks in a femiliar way of her children. He calls her attention
to the existing heresy and warns her against giving it any support.
The central truth is accentuated that the true Christian life is
grounded in its love for Christ. Such a life is a sufficient safe-
guard against false teachings, The false teachers and Antichrist
are clearly characterized.

I1II EPISTLE OF JOHN

This epistle speaks of three individuals and a class of individualSs
It is addressed to Geius, but we cannot say with certainty whether
it was the Gaius of the city of Corinth (I Cor. 1:14) or another,

He had extended to John a Christian kindness, and now John entreats
him to do the same for some brethren engaged in missionary work for
which they receive no remuneration. The second individual referred
to 1s Diotrephes, who had not only treated John unkindly, but had
taken a high-handed position in threatening others if they acted
otherwise, John denounces him and expects to do so in person., The
third person is Demetrius, whom John commends for his goodness end
loyaltye.
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MISSIONS

PARAPHRASE OF I COR. 13

Though I speak concerning foreign missions with great eloquence, as
becometh all Christian workers, and have not a Vision, I am become as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.

And though I spend long hours in study and reading "The Other
Sheep", and know much concerning the hardships and difficulties of a
missionary's 1life, and have not a VISION, it profiteth me nothing.

A Vision holdeth one steady before God; inviting quiet meditation.
A Vision enébleth one to pray earnestly; A VISION burdeneth, that others
may have salvation.

Doth not exalt any but Christ, seeketh only the redemption of the
lost, is given to those who earnestly seek for it, thinketh no price
too great to pay;

Trieth not to discourage those who would be missionaries, but
trieth to encourage them to answer the call of God;

Beareth another's burdens, believeth that God is willing to under-
take, hopeth for the salvation of many, endureth seeming failure and
disappointment.

A VISION doth not soon fail, but where there be excitement by hair-
raising stories it shall fail; where there be mere tears stirred at a
missionary convention, they shall cease; where there be only interest,
it shall vanish away.,

For all Christians know in part, and all Christians see in part;
but when they have A VISION their lukewarmness and intermittent inter-
est shall be donc away. :

Before I caught THE VISION I prayed as one without A VISION; but
when I caught THE VISION, I put away these half-hecarted things.

For now at least I have caught but a faint glimpse of the need
which Jesus alonc can satisfy, but some day I shall realize fully; now
I know something of the price salvation cost, but then shall I see it
clearly; cven as also it hath bcen purchased for me.

And now to be a MISSIONARY CHRISTIAN are necessary....a PRAYERFUL

HEART, a SURRENDERED LIFE, a VISION: thesc thrce with others, but one
of the greatest of these is -- A VISION!

TR Selected,



Study Questions on Hebrew Ep1stles

Chapter Ones, i :
WVMM

1. Tc whom was tnu ”p¢utlc written?
2. Is there internal evidence that thouu 3%9 ressed lived in a

restrictod locality? - Avshieli o LT

3. Thz mention of what system throughout the book helps usg
determine the locality? ﬁ%%?“““ g ”?:::If?; 2

4, ¥ho, probably, wrote the t¥er (saints?)

O Hhat was the twofold anproach of the eoncmy against these )
6. 7hat was tho immediate purpose of the book?

7. What gencral purpose do you sec in it?

8. What arc¢ econtrasted vs. 1 and 2 of ch“p. 17

9. What makes unity in contrast?
10, Etﬂiﬂiq "Sundry Times®,

1l, Exrlain "Divers Manncrs".

12, In what twofold way did God speak in His Son?

13, Give another scripture showing Christ is "heir of all things".
1l4. Explain "by whom He made the ages",

15, Has anyonc scen His glory? With what cffect?

16. How ﬂ*ﬂ Christ cxpress the imege of God? \
17. Explain "upiholding all things". Give another scrinture.
18. What is the significance of sitting down after »urging sins?
18, What ig the first reason for.Christ's supcriority over angelst
20 z " 1 " SC‘COnd " " " 1"t i "
21, What &arc angecls? Whet is the MJDJ”tr“ of angecisy

22, Whzat supremc title is given Chris
23, What work is attributcd to Chrlst?

24, What ctcrnal quality is ascribed to Him?

25, How is Christ r.latecd to God thc Father?

Chaptcr Two.

est hced?" EVplgln contrast,
uture make Him grcater than angcl"°

26. Why give "mOTe c&rn

s T
2:6 in light of thc context 2:5-18%
¢

27« How docs Christt's
28, Who is thc man of
29, Whaot wonderful 1 cl tionshin is shown in 2:9-10%
90, Why did Christ ta a human body?
S1s 'fhy did He pe rtﬂhw of human experienccs?
32, State the contrast of verses 1 and 18,
: Chapter Thrcc.
23, What is the significance of the name given to brothren?
Jde Anply this to tihe background situation.
95, What honor is given Mises?
36 In what two ways i1s Christ greatcr than Moscs?
37« How do we remain in the House?
38. To whom arc the Hebrows addresscd compared?
- 39, What was the foailure o2 the Tomer?
-~ 40 Vhet was the cqise o Paillure?
41, Whet is the danger of thoesc Hebrovws?
2o What is thc Rest?

‘ Ghaptcr Four .
%e What bearing has 4:8-1% on the baeckground situation?
4, Whet Divinc attributc is ascribed to Christ 4:13%7
5, ¥Yhot contrasts are intecnded vs, 14, 157
6. A:ply what? why? how? to v. 16.
: : Chaptcr Fivec.
47, List thc qualifications of a pricst vs, 1=-3.
48, Wmt do vs. 4-86 refute?
49, What are vss, 7-9 intendcd %o prove?
50. Jhy is the word "arder" used vs. 6, 10, 207
51, Analyzc vs, 11-12 showing what was their condition, VWhot
s tho regson Toxr 1147
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Chapter Six

52. Explain 6:1-6

53. Apply vs. 7,8 -to the situation.

54. What 1s commendable vs. 9-12%

55. What 1is their danger vs. 9-127

56. What was the example of Abraham?

57. What two things provide the Hebrews strong consolation?
58. Who secures their hope? Where?

Chapter Seven

59. Who was Melchizedek?

60, BExplain v. 3,

61. Analyze vs. 4-10.

62. Explain 53;6; 63520; 7:11.

63. What is the argument of v. 11%?

64. What logical sequence v. 12%

65. What two laws are here discussed?

€6. What really is a nature of the 2nd law, vs, 16-197
€7. Analyze vs. 22-25.

68, Indicate 5 contrasts vs. 26-28.

Chepter Eight

69. What two verses express the central truth of chapter 87
70. What is the force of the argument vs. 1-8% -

Chapter Nine

71. What makes Christ the mediator of the New Testament?

72. What benefit is assured those under the first testiment?
73. What makes a testament effective?

74, How was the first testament made of force?

75. What value does this give to blood?

76. What does v. 23 teach?

77. V. 24 represents Christ doing what?

78. Distingulsh the three appearings vs. 24-28.

Chepter Ten

79. What did Christ put an end to?

80. Why were these things not sufficient?

8l., V., 5 teaches what about the incarnation?

82. What do first and second refer to v. 9%

83, How 1s the perfection of Christ's sacrifice shown?

84. How do we ~now we heve actual benefit of the sacrifice?

85. Whet refPéction does the pessage vs. 18-22 throw upon the back-
ground sltuation?

86. Why was v, 23 written? What 1is the "profession of feith"?

87. What great church truth is set forth ves. 24,25%

88. What ies the sin v. 267 (See I John 2:1,2).

82. How 1s the severity of Judgment shown?

90. Whet in their pest 1s commendable?

91. What were they in danger of surrendering?

92. Whet was their need?

93, With whaet event is the promise linked?

04, What 1s the principle of the 1life given?

95, What 1s the alternative of this principle?
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Study Questions on Hebrew Epistles

Chapter Eleven

96. What is the oft repected phrase of Ch. 117

g7. What are the verbs it follows grammatically?

98. Make a 1list of all such leading verbs.

99. Why was the world not worthy of thece salnts, v. 38?7
100. How did they attain that state?

101. How 1s one made perfect as 1ln v.407?
102. Where else is this 1dea of perfection expressed?

Chapter Twelve

103. What figure 1s used in v.1,2%

104. How was Jesus our example in this?

105. Whet agency does God employ in urging us on?

106. Such a course assures us of what relationship?

107. Of what end?

108. What 1s the meaning of "exercised thereby"?

109. What do verses 12 and 13 teach regarding example and influence?
110. Ve. 14-17 urge what activity and warn of what danger?

111. Divide vs. 18-27 into 3 perts.

112, What 1s the key verse?

113. Explain the difference in time element in verses 27-28.

114, Compere grace in vs. 15 and 28.

115. What is the reletion of vs. 27 and 29?¥M;~“ ———

Chepter Thirteen

116, What word expresses the sctivities of vs.tl-S? Fue

119, Whet 1= $he key word of vyg5.5, 67 tewrem—— © : -
118. What word would cover vs. 7-9% 177 bl tlessces, o

119. Distinguish 3 kinde of sacrifice vs. 10-16? &;<r,““

120. Explain the fitness of vs. 20, 2l. Ao’

121. How does the final word in Febrews compare with that in other
Pauline Epistles?
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