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E0MILETIC3 II (JBRIORS)

I.-Observations on preaching.-Preachin^^ is characteristic of Christian-
ity, No non-Christian religion ever made any provision for the
assembling of people to hear instruction. Some heathen teachers saw
the power of preaching. Julian the Apostate (331-563) directed the
heathen philosophers to preach every v;eek as the Christians did. In
the Foreign Fields nov/ Buddhists iraitate Christian methods, Judaism
had something like preaching in "reading the prophets every Sabbath
day" (Acts 13; 87 15;21). but that v/as a true religion, and out of it

came Christianity, Preaching remains, both as to origin and history, a
Christian institution,

1.-Importance of preaching.-The appointed means of spreading the
IJospel, v/hether to individuals or groups.

(1).-Printing.-A mighty agency for good or evil, Christians
should. employ it in every possible v/ay to spread the
truth. Yet printing can never take the place of the
living v/ord. Preaching by vrord moves people as preaching
by the printed page cannot do.

(2) .-Pastoral v/ork.-This is of great importance, yet it cannot
take the place of preaching. The two help each other,
and neither alone is able to accomplish the best results.

(3).-Religious ceremonies.-They may be impressive, as water
baptism and the Lord's Supper, yet preaching is necessary.
In every age there has been no revival, and no restoration
of lost truth, without preaching of the ""Tord.

2,-Nature of eloquence.
(1)'"Eloquence is a powerful thing.-It not only influences the

Judgment and kindles the imagination, but it moves the
^  feelings. These are necessary elements in eloquence, but

influencing the will is the most important. There may be
|/ h instruction and conviction v/ithout eloq^uence. The feel-
V  ' ings may be stirred, but if not moved to action it is not

eloquence. There must be the influence upon the v;ill.
The hearers must be moved to act. Augustine (354-430)
said, "Make it plain, make it pleasing, make it moving."

(2).-Eloquence is a practical thing.-Unless preaching aims for
,/ results It IS not practical. Daniel O'Connell (1775-1847)

said, "A good speech is a good thing, but the verdict is
the thing." There is too much preaching with no results
as there is no end in viewi

(3) .-Eloquence is a serious thing.-V/e cannot, at the same time,
be amusing and eloquent, '7e must be serious and earnest.
The character and spirit of the speaker is important,

3,-Requisites for effective preaching.-
( / e (1) «>^Piety.-One can be a good speaker and yet be without piety,

The prime requisite for good preaching is earnest piety.
It gains for the preacher the sympathy and respect of his

^  hearers. God's blessing is on the labors of such.
(2) .-Natural gifts.-There needs to be clear thinking, strong

imagination and ability for the expression of thought.
All gifts help usefulness, and are indispensable to
efficiency. Gifts can be developed,

(3) .-Kiiowled-g:e,-ICnowledge of the Scriptures, knov/ledge of
human nature and knowledge of life in actual conditions
around us. All knov;ledge is useful. Learn all that we
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can by a life of study. Piety for motive power, natur^
gifts supplies the motive power, and Jmov/ledge give's the
material»

"Slsill^"Applies not only to delivery, but to the collec"
tion, choice and arrangement of material. Demosthenes
{385-322 BtC.) practiced on the seashore to be heard
above the sound of the waves. Henry Clay (1777-1852)
continued for years the practice of daily reading and
speaking upon the contents of some historical or scien
tific book. It v/as in the cornfields, or in the barn
with the animals as his audience. Patrick Henry ^736-
1799), one of the greatest illustrations of natural
oratory, trained himself in the daily study of human
nature in his little shop, practicing the power of words
on his customers, or in the deep study of books, study
ing the speeches of great orators, I:any preachers who
have had but little education, have worked their v/ay up
to the highest excellence by attention, and by earnest ■
and long continued labor. The difference between skill,
and the lack of it, in speakers, is as great as skill,
or the lack of it, in the handling of tools. No real
skill can be acquired v/ithout practice. The v/ay to learn
to preach is to preach, and not by dreaming about it, and
saying, "I wish that I were a great preacher," Preaching
is an art, and can be developed and improved,

4.-Danger of rhetorical studie^.
(1).-Think more of the form than the matter.-Rhetoric has to

(^o wit^h the 'use v/e make of material, as choice, adapta
tion, arrangement, and expression. The material itself
is more important than the delivery. The most important
of all is the blessing of God upon the message,

(2).-Imitation,
a, -UnconsoloTis imit at ion. -This is not blameworthy, yet it

is injurious, and i's a subtle evil, and we need to
guard against it, He are liable to imitate the faults
and peculiarities as v/ell as the good qualities. The
excellencies are plain, while the faults are not,

b,-Conscious iraitatioh.-The preacher is in danger of
aping the faults rather than the excellencies of the
other speaker, shov/ing that ho is a superficial observ
er. Every age has had great preachers, and they have
been imitated by many. The imitation is of the preach
ers knovm generally, and consequently the imitation
attracts attention, Philip Melancthon (1497-1560)
carried one shoulder higher than'the other, and that
trait v/as imitated by his pupils, thinking that that
imitation v/ould make them a great preacher like their
teacher* C» H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) was imitated con
tinually by his students,

(5)."Artificiality.-Or affectation. The speaker's motive may
be good, but there is an error in judgment. Natural
ness, or genuineness, even though awkv/ard, is more
effective than artificiality or affectation. Cultivate
naturalness or genuineness. If a person believes that
a cedar is more beautiful than an oak, and trains the
oak to look like the cedar, the result xvill be a fail
ure. Let cedar be cedar, and oak be oak. Be your own


