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HOMILETICS II  (JUNIORS)

I1.-Observations on preaching.-Freaching is characteristic of Christian-
w 1ity. No non~Christian religion ever made any provision for the
- assembling of people to hear instruction. Some heathen teachers saw
the power of preachinge. Julien the Apostate (331-%¢3) directed the
heathen philoscphers to preach every week as the Christiens did., In
the Foreign Fields now Buddhists imitate Christian methods, Judaism
had something like preaching in "reading the prophets every Sabbath
day" (4cts 13:27 15:21), but that was & true religion, and out of it
came Christianity., ZFPreaching remains, both as to origin and history, a
Christian institution. '
le-Importance of preaching.-The appointed means of spreading the
Gospel, whether to individuals or groups,

(1) .~Printing.-A mighty agency for gocd or evil. Christians
should .employ it in every possible way to spread the
truth. Yet printing can never take the place of the
living word., Preachirg by word moves people as preaching
by the printed page cannot do, :

(2) .~Pastoral work.,-This is of great importance, yet it cannot
take the place of preaching. The two help each other,
and neither alone is able to acccmplish the best results.

(3) .~Religious ceremonies.~-They may be impressive, as water
baptism and the Lord's Supper, yet preaching is necessary.
In every age there has been no revival, and no restoration
of lost truth, without preaching of the Word.

2.-Nature of eloguence.

(1) .-Eloguernce is a powerful thing.-It not only influences the
Judgmer:t and kindles the imagination, but it moves the
feelings. These are necessary elements in eloquence, but
influencing the will is the most important. There may be
instruetion and conviction without eloquence. The feel-
ings may be stirred, but if not moved to action it is not
eloquence. There must be the influence upon the will,
The hearers must be moved to act. Augustine (354-430)
said, "liake it plain, make it pleasing, meke it moving."

(2).-Eloguence is a practical thing,-Unless preaching aims for

7 results 1t is not practical. Daniel 0'Connell ?1775*1847)
said, "A good speech is a good thing, but the verdict is
the thing.™ Thers is too much preaching with no results
as there is no end in views :

(3).-Eloguence is a serious thing.-We cannot, at the same time,
be amusing and eloquent. ''e must be serious and earnest.
The character and spirit of the speaker is important,

The prime requisite for good presching is earnest piety.
It gains for the preacher the sympathy and respect of his
hearers. God's blessing is on the lasbors of such.
(2).-Natural gifts.-There needs to be clear thinking, strong
imagination and ability for the expression of thought,
All gifts help usefulness, and are indispensable to
efficiency. Gifts can be developed.
(5).-Khowledgg.-Khowledge of the Scriptures, knowledge of
p—— human nature and knowledge of life in actual conditions
around use. All knowledge is useful. Learn all that we

3.~-Regquisites for effective preaching,-
</ ;L2ﬂ?__l}l}rfietx.-0ne can be a good speaker and yet be without pietye.







