- PROPHECY II COURSE £ : 43 - 1

NOTES on DANIEL

nDiamonds from Daniel" is theytitle one Bible teacher gave to his
commentary on the book cf Danielj and certainly that title is fitting
and proper, for the iock shires with spirituval, literary, and prophetic
diamonds. Althoygh it conteians only twelve chapters, Daaiel is classi-
fied witn the major oropheis; ard althcugh an J.T. bock, it is alnost
indispensable to the study of N.T. prophecy. P'illed with inspiring
types and symbols, and cmazingly accurate and detailed prophecies, it
is an unlimited source of blessing and knowledge to the sarnest, prayer-
ful s tudent. Ly

Written during the Babylonian exile, it brought a message of hope-
ful strength to the discouraged Jews; fcr here was God revealing Himselfl
tc them despite their change in howe and fortune, But the book is dis-
tinctive in that it is the only 0.T. prophet which is concerned prinari-
ly with the "tines of the Gentiles." And that, of course, is our wain

_.interest in this study.

CH: 13 Backyground and Personal History

vs. 1: Neb. took his first captives in the third year of Jehoiakiul,

606 B.C. in secular history. This was the beginning cf the
70 year captivity. At this tiue Neb's father, Nabopolassar,

s still king.

vs. 2: "And the Lord gave...." Here God brings judgucnt upon his
disobedient people through the ungodly. '

vs. 3: Four children of Israel were apparently cf royal lineage. .

vs. 4: Stewens estimntes Daniel's apge at 19 beccuse of the knowledge
he possessed; other comientators suggest 12 - 14 because of
the Ychildren! Daniel is gaining Chaldean lore as Moses re=
ceived Egyptian learning.

vss. 5-7The four Israelit3s recsive new na.ues and a three years! scho-
larship, with provisions from the king's table. Daniel ("Ged
is ny judge") sonmehow kept his Hebrew nane, even though it was
cfficially changed. :

vs. 8: Daniel decided unhesitatingly to go through with God, thus prov-

ing worthy of his high ecalling., The undefiled 1ife is nost .
pleasing to God. ‘“regquested"--tact and testiwony go well togeth

vs. 9: Cf. Acts 2:47; Luke 2:5¢; Romans 14:18.

vss.10-13 Prove God! Exanple of working faith.
"pulse" -- Vegetarian's diet.

vss.14-16 Something was behind this glorious victory of faith. Moody
suggests: "Ihis was the secret of young Daniel's success: He
took his stand with God right on his entering the gate of Baby-
lon, and cried to God to keep hin steadfast.!

- vs. 17: The reward of faithfulness. God is pleussed to give His childreun

wisdou., (Jaues 1:5).
vss.18,19: Exauination Day coues, and the faithful four are put at the
head of the class. Cecn @ Christian be a success?

vs. 20: Heavenly bestowal of wisdon, because they had long before

learned the beginning of wisdou"--Prov. 9:10.
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fs8. 2L:

v8: 13

vss.2¥l2:

vS.l3:
vS.l4

vss.15,16:

vss.17,18:
vss.19,20:

2 - Jfey Verse .

VS8.R2,23:

VS.R4:
VES.R25,26:

VS.R7:
vs,.28:
vSs.29,30:

vs.31:

Daniel not only came in with the first of the captives,
but he lived to see the day of Israel's release. Nearly
all the 7 O years he was in a position of responsibility,:
and he probably had a hand in Israel's subsequent freedom.

CH, 2% Nebuchadnezzar's Image

Three years have passed since the opening of the book.
Virtual ruler of the then-known world, Neb, was probably
concerned about the future of his kingdom when God sent

the dream (vs. 30). It is significant that the revelation
came to Neb,.first ruler of the Gentile dynasty, rather.
than to a Jewish prophet. :

God had allowed Neb to forget the dream so that it would be
proved that both dream and interpretation were from Him.
The request was far beyond the 1imited power of the profess
ional soothsayers. '

From verse 4 of this chapter to Dan.7:28, the writing is in
Aramaic (Chaldaic) rather than Hebrew.® "It is noteworthy
that the Aramaic section 1is precisely that part of Daniel
which most concerned the peoples amongst whom he lived,

and to whom a prophecy written in Hebrew would have been
unintelligible. The language returns to Hebrew in the pre-
dictive portions which have to do with the future of Israel
(Scofield) Siqmpconce ~Tomes 2470e Gemtiics

A seeming tragedy foreshadows a glorious victory!

A place where only the wisdom of the Holy Spirit could be
effectual.

Again Daniel demonstrates his adventurous faith in God.
There was o reason why God chose Daniel! :

A united plea to God for mercy. Matt. 18:19.

Reciprocal religion: Daniel prays, God cnswers, Daniel
thenks. "Changeth times and seasons; removeth kings and
setteth up kings."--an introductory hint thet the dream is
concerned with chenges in wvorld political and militery
affairs.

He gladly gives all glory to God; but in referring to man's
part in the matter he uses nwe" and "us" several times in
paying tribute to the three who prayed with him. Pleasing,
unaffected humility. : '
Willing, again, to be put to the test. CLf.1112,

Arioch and Neb, in true worldly feshion, could see only the
man (1 Cor.2:14). Evidently Arioch had much confidence in
Daniel.

Doniel, master of words, builds for a climax.

"But...GOD"--in contrast with astrologers, magicians, etc.
Again, men's extremity is God's opportunity.

nlatter deys"--hinting already what is the most important
portion of the vision (see vs. 45).

Notice Daniel's certainty of tone. The confidence of faith.
Daniel continues to refuse any credit.

"thoughts of thy heart"--The dream ceme as God's answer to
Neb's secret heart questionings.

This was a vision of Gentile dominion, viewed from the Gen-
tile standpoint. Thus the words: ngreat" M"brightness"

 Mexcellent™ "terrible" (or "formidable").
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 VSS.32,33:

VS.34%

vs.35

vs.36:

vss.37,38:

vs., 39:

vs.40:

vs.41-43

The kingdoms begin in magnificent glory, and successively
deteriorate in beauty, gquality, unity, and power. The
image's weak foundation of part iron, part clay seems typ-
jcal'of ‘Yl mep's‘works dpért from God: -- impoésing in out-
ward appearance, but dependent upon a crumbling foundation.
Matt.7:24-27.

The empire image, in all its pompous glory, is suddenly
and completely crushed by & mere stone, insignificant in
man's sight. This stone, which grows intc an obliterat-
ing mountain, is of supernatural origin -- "eut out with-
out hands."

When the feet are struck by the stone, uhe =2ntire Iimage
crumbles to powder, for the manifested kxingdom of God can-
not exist contemporaneously with the kingdom of unregen-
crate man. It is an immediate destruction (2 Thess.2:8).
This verse makes plain that the preceding verses describ-
ing the dream were symbolical, while the interpretation
following is literal. :
The kingdom, of Ne¢ b was unique in that it was ordained of
God. His kingdom, like the other four, did not actually
possess the whole inhabited earth, but it was in thelr
power to do so -- they were potentially able. Since Neb
was the only great Bebylonian ruler in their short term

of power, he is spoken of personally ("thou") as the head.
Because their prophetic importance is smaller, Media- Persis
and Greece are considered together in this verse. That
these are the nations referred to is made plain by Dan. 7:
5,6, These kingdoms are successively inferior.

The fourth empire, the Roman, was to be outstanding for

its bruising, breaking strength. Alexander's Grecian em-
pire split into four divisions at his death, but none of
these divicions was great enough to be interpreted as the

- legs of iromn.

Another division is now mentioned, feet composed of an
iron and clay mixture; but this is not referred to as a
fifth empire. Quite evidently it is a separate group,
but Scripture shows it to be an outgrowth or revived form
of the Roman legs of iron (Rev.13:3§. This kingdom is
even more divided: ten divisions instead of twa. In oth-
er words, here we have a ten kingdom confederacy in two
%gggnapnigﬂlﬁgzggp§é bound probable by political and mili-
vy _alliances. One well-known Pentecostal prophetic\§tu—
dent makes an interesting comment in this connection: "We
have it very viv idly demonstrated to us in this visioh just
how near we now are to the coming of the Stone kingdom.
Constitutionsl monarchies are already 100 years old in the
earth. Republics and democracies intersperse monarchies
of various types and the stage 1s set for a combination of
these dissimilar politiccl elements into a ten-kingdomed
confederacy. They need not adhere more closely together
in esscnce than they do now for'!they cleave not cne to
another}  The League of Nations now functions as a tang-
ible evidence that even now men contemplate an internation-
al confederacy. Singularly enough, there are ten nations
that occupy seats on the Supreme Council of this L eague."
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' _A VIEW OF NEB'S IMAGE

Part of Kingdom At

~ Image represented Material : _Q;igiz_
1. Head : Babylon Gold 197 .2
2. Brezst, arms Media-Persia Silver . 107.2
3. Belly, thighs Greece Brass bR
4. Legs Rome Iron 55.84
5, Feet Rome-revived Iron and Clay 28,06
* » ¥ ¥ * ’ * | *

1. Babylon was a pure autocracy, and was the strongest of all the
kingdoms, as symbolized by the purity and quality of gold.

2. Babylon was followed by Media-Persia (5:30,31), a dual kingdom
represented by the arms and chest of silver. This gov't was in-
ferior, since the power of the central gov't. was divided between
~ nobles and king. '

3. The learning and culture of the succeéding Grecian empire "shone"

 1like brass; at the same time, like brsss, it was a more inferior
government -- weaker 1n central power. The time of Greece's greatest
glory was under Alexander the Great. i

4. The mighty Roman empire, hardiest of all, is fittingly pictured
by the legs of iron. Iron, though, is yet more inferior, and the
authority of this government wes weaker, for the ruling power was
actually the Senate. Each government finds itself more away from
the complete autocracy of Babylon. This government is weak, too,
because of its division into the Eastern and Western states, as
symbolized by the two. legs. '

5, The feet, which represent a continuation or revival of the fourth
kingdom, rather than a separate fifth kingdom, are of part iron_ and
part pottert!s clay. This gives us an impressive plcture of a demo-~
cratic monarchy -~ a form of government combining two diametrically
opnosed theories. As such it is doomed, for not only is it base in
quality, but it lacks even the strength and hardness of the preced-
ing kingdom. "The kingdom shall be partly strong and partly broken

- ("brittle") Ps.2:9. The Divine Stone shall crugh this pitiful com-
bination into the finest dust; and the preceding kingdoms, which had
eppeared so gloriously self-sufficient, simultaneously suffer the
same fate as the feet.
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vS.hé:

VS.45:

a.) That this ten-kingdom confederacy is yet future is
mede plain by this verse, for these ten kings are to be
ruling =t the time the Kingdom of Heaven comes 1ln power.
This proves, too, that these kingdoms are under seperate
ralers, and are held together by some sort of treaty.
b.) The Stone "c¢ut out without hands" is a kingdom, too,
but it is o divine kingdom, set up and orderec by God --
the kingdom of Heaven | (Matt.3:2) And the stone (like
the head of gold) represents not only the kingdom, but
more important yet, the head of the kingdom, our Lord Je-
sus Christ! (In this connection consider carefully:
Ps.ll?:é?; Ps,2; LIsa.28:16; Luke 20:17,18; Eph.2:20; I Pet-
er 2:6-8).,
c.) Note how violently this kingdom contrasts with the
image-kingdoms of unregenerate man: The Gentile kingdom
each fell in due time; this kingdom "shall never be des-
troyed." Babylon's glory passed to Mediz-Persia, theirs
to Greece, and Greece's to Rome; this kingdom "shall not
be left to other people." lan's kingdoms ezch destroyed
and consumed until they were themselves destroyed and con-
sumed; God's kingdom shall never mecet defeat, but "it shall
breek in pieces and consume all these kingdoms". The longest
reign of any of these earthly kingdoms is only several hun-
dred yeers; but the Kingdom of Heaven "shall stand forever!.
Hellelujah!l} :

The message of this vision was certeinly. timely, for here
just as the times of the Gentiles are being inaugurated un-
der Neb, God warns the Gentile world (and comforts the Jew)
with the ossurcnce that some day God's Stone will be all-
victorious.

" Forasmuch" -- the fact of the Stone's ultimate triumph was
proof that the drecm and interpretation were of God.

In vs.28 of this chapter there wes a strong intimation as to
what would be the important part of the vision -- the "latter

C,.,esateag;:;’-days." We can rezlize now the truth of that, for of:the nine

profh

vS. 46

ve.s 472

vs.48
vs.49:

verses giving the interpretation of the dreem, five are con-
cerned with the revived Roman empire znd the last days.

The ringing tone of certainty that the Spirit of Truth had
given to Daniel was completely convincing to Neb. Although
he seems in this verse to be worshipping Daniel, the follow-
ing verse makes clear that his praise has been directed to
Denielts God. ;

W.C. Stevens suggests that Neb. made a trinitarian confession
in this verse. At any rate, Neb, who had been called "king
of kings" in vs.37 here recognizes God as "LORD of kingsi"

A striking repetition of Joseph's case. ‘
Daniel, the faithful friend, remincs Neb., of the three who
fought the prayer battle with him. \
"in the gate" -- there are two ways for Christians to obtain
favour with man -- how different they are in every respect}
Compare Lot -- Genesis 19:1.
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Intro.:

vs., 1}

vss.2,3

ves., 4-7

vss.8-11:

va. 12!

vs.1l3:

v.l4:
VvE.LD:
7 4 Y

ve.1l7:

ve.l8:

. ,» 1945 P 6
Lo.n e Pow Cown. v tThe wavie .

CH. 3: The Filery Furnace

It is estimated that about 19 or 20 years have passed

since the incident recorded in Ch. 2. 1In this time, Neb.
has completed more foreign conquests, eo that his own
spirit had been captured and overcome by pride. Like Luci-
fer before him, he seems to have become convinced that he
1s greater that God, and all remembrance of his former con-
fessions and praise of God apparently have dlsappeared.
Thus, in Ch. 3 God proved to Neb. again that there 1is a
power greater than any to which man can attain -- God is
still on His throne!

The dimensions of the image seem immediately to carry a
typical truth -- 60 x 6_-- six 1s always symbolical of man
in his utmost effort. The inspiration for this limage prob-
%PlX_%2EE*g{;Egg%%_ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁagg;gg_lﬁéz§,bﬁigre (ch.2) -- again
man misuse of Go or personal glory. Neb. appar-
ently was attempting to unify his great emplre through
gelf-deification: a remarkable foreshadow of the Beast
(Rev.13:11-15).

Neb. wisely brings both great and petty rulers for the un-
veiling, for the psychological effect on the masses.

It appears that this edict would be irksome only to the
Jews, who were loyal to their second commandment. Other
nations could worship as many gods as they pleased. Bow
or burn! Reminds us again of the final image of the Beast,
Rev. 13.

The conduct of these Chaldeans is quite different from
Daniel's earlier treatment of them (2:24).

Pearlman notices the three-fold appeal here:

"ecertain Jews" -- racial prejudice

"serve not thy gods" -- relligious intolerance

"have not regarded thee" -- personal pride
Reason flees when anger enters.
By being put on treal instead of immediate execution, not
only were the Israelites preserved, but thelr testimony

was given to the glory of God.

Neb. can hardly believe that their action 1is pre-meditated.
The Anti-christ will probably offer a similar opportunity
to recant. :

Demonstration of man's inconsistency. After the proofs of
God's power in the past, now Neb. foollshly challenges,
"Who is that God...2?" Cf. 2 Kings 18:35; Exodus 5:Z2.
Again, an unhesitating stand for right. There are times

when 1t i1s not wise to weigh both sides of a matter --
remember Adam's wife!

A type of God's faithful remnant in ell ages. ok
Reckless, impudent faith! Jkutwg~0ﬁ+uud»fﬂh e e 2
The perfect complement of ve&. 171 Thé?"ﬁ?gg:@ertain of

duty, if not of deliverance.
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VSe

VS
VS.

VSe

VSe.

VSe

VSe

Vs,

19:

20-23:
R4 4,25

28:

29:

Intro.

VS.

VSe

VS.
VS

'§g§5%§;gg§4.." -- an 1nswerving res _be faithful,
regardless of the outcome (Job 13 :15). Blessed is the
men who does what is right without promise of rewardl

The "time of Jacob's trouble" is here foreshadowed by the
seven-fold heat of the furndce.

fire slew those men..." -- of. Ps. 7:16; Rev., 11l:5.

A glorious demonstration of the truth that God is with
His people always. In the midst of the hottest fire thcy
welked "as in a green pasture and beside still waterg"
(Moody), for Christ was with them! (1 Peter 4:12,13)
"Son of God" -- Neb unconsciously uttered a divine truth,
for it would seem that he meant "angel" (vs. 28); g o
John 11:49 - 52.

- b !

Neb, Yo L is that God--? (vs. 15),

fow humbly declares Him to be "The Most High Godl
-bodies the f ad no power..." Isa, 43:2.

T re 1d o n the bands! This was a greater

testimony to God's power than He had miraculously spared
the three from ever entering the furnace. i
Vacillating Nebuchadnezzar mekes another verbose confession
of faith., ©Still it is glorifying to God.

Here is prectical proof of Proverbs 16:7.

God, as always, brings glorious victory out of apparent de-
feat. Not only were ; _three de > S
ience brought religious liberty to the Jews and complete
exaltetion of God.

And now the added temporsl blessing of promotion. Remem-
ber Matthew 6:33. ==

CH. 4: The Humbling of a,King‘

R danubatsgﬁaul' 7
Experience mty be the best Leacher, but it/ takes several
lessons for even Experience to convince most of us; par-
ticularly when the lesson is Humility. ©So it wes with Nebu-
chzdnegzar., Despite the outstanding proofs of God's om-
nipotfnce recorded in the first three chapters, Neb. head
to brought to & spirituel crisis before he learned con-
clusively the great lesson of humility.

Egﬁs chapter is not only written in Chezldaic, but it is

the king's personal decree to his entire kingdom. Here

1s one of the most esmazing notional documents of world
history: & world ruler's personal testimony cof God's

'dealings with his life. How this utterance of the first

/ world ruler contrasts with the bold statement of the last,

Ls5:

V85, 0378

VSe

8:

the Anti-christ! (2 Thess. 2:4).
Not "through me" but "towerd me." Neb was an object lesson
f God's humbling, chastening power.
eartfelt praise mekes any vocabulary search for words.
In the midst of luxurious rest God sent the awful message
that all was not well.
Againm =il worlidly wisdom fails, for the dream is from God.
Despite all Neb's confessions to Jehovah, he still believes
in a plurality of Goeds.
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Mws. 9 Daniel may have been a last resort (vs. 8), but he was a
sure one. This is the worldly man's typical attitude toward
God and Christians. '
vss. 10-12:The tree's description pictures well Neb's rise to prom-
inence and world power. Vs. 12 shows him as a beloved,
: beneficent ruler.
vss. 13-14:God's watcher-angel calls for judgment upon the prosper-
ous tree. God sezs farther than the outward appearance.
vss. 15-16:The stump remaining showed that the kingdom would be held
secure for him during nis period of mental and physical
abasement.
"Seven times" would seem to hint of seven years; but the
certain significance is that it is a period of complete-
ness: the time required for the perfect work.
vss. 17-18:A council of heavenly beings demands that Neb suffer his
due punishment so that all the world may know that it is
God who rules the world, and even the individual nations.
vs. 19: In his love for the king, Daniel is reluctant to bring the
interpretation; but in his greater love for pleasing God,
he willingly brings His message. Thec message of judgment
should always be tempered by a spirit of sincere love.
vss., 20-26¢The purpose of the whole affair is forcibly brought out
by Daniel in vs. 25: "till thou know thazt the most High ru-
leth..." The moment Neb comes to this recslization, the
judgment will ceasc, for God's judgments are only for man's
-~ _ own welfare. :
vs. R7: In inexplainable divine mercy, God offers Neb eanother cheance,
: A permanent changing of his ways would probably have averted
the tragedy. .
vss. 28-30:It seems there was a one¢ year period of partial repentance
before Neb gave completcly avay to his pride. There was
good reason to exult, "Is not this grcat Babylon..." for
it had been everywhere $itled, "The Golden City." It was
14 miles square, and the huge wells surrounding it were
pierced by 100 bronzeé gateways. But he was taking undue
honor when he claimed,"That I have built," for a2 major
part of the construction had been done by preceding kings,
particularly his father Nabopolascar.
vss. 31-33:The judgment of Gocd came upon Neb not because of this im-
mediate act of pride (vs. 30) but because of the many years
of haughtiness that had gone before.
V8. 34: "at the end of the days..,." -- the lesson has been leerned,
the time is completed.
With the return of truc understanding came the realization
of God's wondrousness «nd &n overwhelming desire to praice
Him. When & men is saved, true understanding returns --
the understanding that wes lost in the Edenic fall.
vss. 35-36:Nebuchadnezzar could sing with Psalmist Devicd in these
verses -- the song of men who have been taught of God.
¥8e 37 What a contrast to vs. 30l
Here is an exemple of sincere humility: "those thet welk
in pride he is able to abasel"
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CH. 5: Belshazzar's Feast
i~ _
Intro.: We pass now from the glory of Nebuchadnezzar's confession
to the shame of Belshazzar's drunken sacrilege. Approxi-
mately 30 years have gone by, and a long succession of
kings have taken their turn on the throne: Evil-Merodach,
Neriglisecar, Labashi Marduk, and Nabonidus. Nabonidus!
wife was Nebuchadnezzar's daughter, which made Belchazzar
a grandson of the great king. Belshazzar ceme on the
throne as co-regent with his father, Nabonidus, in about
540 B. C., and was in the second or third year of his powver
at the time of the events recorded in Daniel 5.

vss.1l-4 The occasion was a nstional feast day to honor the god
Bel. It was no time for revelry, for around the city were
encamped the Media-Persian armies; but the Babylonians
considered their city impregnzble and laughed &t the pos-
sibility of invasion. No wonder, for according to Hero-
dotus the city was surrounded by walls 311 feet high and
87 feet thick. Under no circumstaznces, however, was there
excuse for abusing the sacred vescels from the temple at
Jerusalem.

VS.5: "In the same hour..." There are times when God's judgment
tarries not.

vss.6-9: Even without knowing the interpretation, Belshazzar was
struck with uncontrollable fear, for his own conscience

. was smitten by the conviction of the Spirit. In the man-

ner typical of the worldly man, he calls for natural
help, even though he recognizes that this is a Divine
message.

vss.10-12: Again Daniel is the man of the hour. It is in the time
of the sinner's deepest need that he realizes the Chris-
tian's hidden strength. -

vss.13-16 In desperation the king humbly turns to Daniel, just as
the world turns to Days of Preyer, etc., when war, de-
pression, or national calamitics come.

vse.17-23: These verses (climaxing in vs.22) meke plain that God
expects us to profit from the experiences of others.
Belshazzar's prideful sin was without excuse, for he
knew of Nebuchadnezzar's lesson in humility (ch.4), yet
he was acting in direct opposition to that light.

vSS.R4-28: The mysterious words meen literally "Numbered, weighed,
dividers." A1l Belshazzar's earthly wealth and glory
could not influence God's balences -- in weightier mat-
ters he had been founa venting.

There was probably & prophetic rewson for Belshazzar's
removal, for it is not likely that he would have allowed
the Jews to return to their homeland; and that event was
only two years away in God's prophetic program. Cyrus
came in time to release the Israelites in the 70the year,
exactly as had been foretold mcny years before. ¥

vs, 293 Despite Daniel's previous refusal (VS,i7), Belshazzar
insisted on rewarding him. In this we can see Divine
providence, for thus Daniel was brought into a place of
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vs. 30:
vs. 31:

Intro.

V8S.1-3:
vss. 4,5:

vss. 6-9:

e L0

vss.1l1l-15:

VvSsS.16,17:
vss.18-20:

" ves.Rl-23:

prominence where he would be able soon under the new
government to aid in the release of the Jews.

An impressive picture of quick, terrible judgment.

Thus the first link in the prophecy of Daniel 2 is ful-
filled, and the Medo-Persian dynasty begins.

CH. 6: The Lion's Den

Through the fall of the Babylonian BEupire and the ad-
vent of the Medo-Persian, Daniel somehow continued on
in a position of power, Now in his late eighties,
Daniel's testimony and 1ife still ring true; and in
this familiar story of the lion's den we see the last
and most impressive picture of his godly character.

This event probably occurred in 538-537 B.C., since
Darius!'! reign lasted only two years. Even though an

0old man, Daniel is now in a higher position than ever,
for still "an excellent spirit" is in him.

hat a testimony to Christian character! Daniel's
spirit was so Christ-like that his enemies could only
say, in effect, "Daniel's only fault is that he is
faultless."

Here is an immediate example of the weakness of the Medo-
Persian government: The subordinate officéi®s; could

make their own statute and press the king for his off-
icial approval. In the Babylonian empire the king

could be influenced or pressed by no one.

Despite all his fine qualities, Darius had the one fault
common to man; and when his under-officers made this
complimentary appeal to his pride, he yielded without
thought of the consequences. -
§ith the same steadfastness of purpose that had held

1im true nearly seventy years before, Daniel continued
faithful to God. It was not arrogant presumption that
prompted his actions, but he was simply proceeding

"as he did aforetime." If it were right for him to

pray thrice daily last wmonth, it is just as right this
month.

The enemies knew that it would net be long until they
could ensnare Daniel in a decree like this one: and they
wasted no time in carrying the news of Daniel's dis-
obedience to Darius.

"sore displeased with himself.,." --Darius realized the
fault was his own, and accepted the blame. It is diffi-
cult to undo the results of our sins (vs.l4), and the
world is always quick to remind us of our rash state-
ments (vs.l5).

Here Darius expressed an unusual confidence in God,
since he felt that he was responsible for Daniel'!s plight.
Here is a strange combination of apprehension and faith,
if there can be such a combinaticn.

"living God..." -- strange words for a heathen king.
Only a living God could preserve life. ;

If Satan be a "roaring lion", our God can "shut the
lions' mouths." Daniel was innocent before God and
man, so God's
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protection was over him.

. "hecsuse he believed in his God..."  Hebrews 11:33.

By, 24; Any attempt to exterminate the Jew always boomerangs.
Cf. Esther 7:10; 8:7.

vss. 25-28: Another~. great national edict. This event undoubted-

1y paved the way for the release of the Jews just a
short time later.

Kin.. ~and kingdoms come and go while Da niel, God's
man continues steadfastly onl!

CH, 7: Vision of the Four Beasts

Intro. Even though interspersed with rich prophetic truths, the
first six chapters of Daniel are mainly historical.
But at the seventh chapter we enter into the prophetic
half of the book -- a series of visions received by Daniel
personally over a long period of time. Yet emen in these
chapters we are impressed with an outstanding quality in
Daniel's nature: his continual hunger for Divine truth.
Perhaps this was a reason why God revealed so many hidden
mysteries to Daniel.

This seventh chapter is unique in its dual character and
purpose. It was written originally in Chaldalc (Aramaic)
which leads us to believe that the message was directed t
the Gentiles. Yet the vision was received by the Jewish
leader, Daniel, which would give it strong Jewish signi-
cance. This is brought out emphatically when a compar-
ison is made with Ch. 2. Both chapters record the same
message about the same world empires; but in Ch. 2 they
are pictured as parts of a brilliant man image, while in
Ch. 7 they are seen as four repulsive beasts., Ch 2

would seem to be the view of unregenerate manjj Ch. 7, th
view of God through redeemed man.

Daniel gives the time of the vision as the first year of
Belshazzar, which was probably about 541 or 540 BE.C.
Thus, as far as the order of the book is concerned, the
vision occurred between the fourth and fifth chapters.
It is interesting to remember that at this time Daniel
was not so burdened with the affairs of state (5:11~13),
which meant that he had more time to wait upon God.

Because of the intermingling of visions and interpretatiew
in this chapter, we will probably get a more comprehens ive
view through topical study, rather than our usual verse-

by - verse method. Since this vision 1is merely a differem
view and an enlargement of the image vision in Ch. 2, we
shall use the same terminology, etc., so the connection
nay be plain and the prophetic plan more simple.
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VSS.1,15,

VSS.R,d,
17

VS.

4.

‘At this opportune time during the first year of Belshaz-

16: zar, when his mind was not hindered with politicel matters,

Daniel received a special revelation from God through a
dream and visions. He recorded the dream, but then becaume
deeply concerned and troubled over the interpretation. It
was in answer to this earnest plea that further light was
given him, as described in vss. 17 - 28.

The"four winds of heawven", would seem to symbolize theg
combined forces of wicked powers working In the heavenlies
under the leadership of the Prince of the Powers of the

ALlL,
The striving of these spiritual forces upon "the great seal

of humanity (Ps. 65:7; Isa. 17:12,13:47; Rev. 17:15) brings
forth four great beasts. Tregelles and some other authors
consider "the great sea" to refer to the Mediterranean; but
the words/Tout of the earth" in vs. 17 make it plain that
the ¢ humanity is referred to, as in the aforemention-
ed Scriptures. However, since all four of these Enpires .
pordor on the Mediterranean, it is permissible to give a
dual interpretation to the phrase. P 4
Notice again the difference in views: Néb's vision in ch.
2 showed the kingdoms as an illustrious, impressive image;
nere they are seen in their true light, as ferocious beasts.
The initial characteristics of the bestial nature are self-
preservation, survival of the fittest, and inability to
recognize or know God. Certainly that is the spirit of
every world empire under unregenerate man.

The successive deterioration of the kingdoms is shown here
by the descent in power and nobility in the rank of the
animal kingdom. The kingdoms Eggig_ﬁiih_a;;ggg;ﬁagle
creature and devolve finally to a horrible, nondescript

‘beast., They are described Iron The beginning as being "div-

erse one from another." .

The description in vs. 8 of their rise to power would make
them appear as contemporary kingdoms; but in vs. &3 the
words, "The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon
carth" show that the kingdoms will be successive, as des-
cribed in ch. 2.

Babylonian Empire
nlike a lion, and had eagle's wings:"--= s -
archy of Babylon 's symbolized by s combination of the king
of the beasts and the king of the birds. Here is proof

again trat—Babylen—was—the highest—form of Gentile empire -
rovernnent. The lion shows well the ravenous dominion of
T theenpire’

ire; the eagle's wings show us their swiftness of
conquest and wideness—of—power. :
Mwings...were plucked"--Nebuchadnezzar's abasemends

"lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet

as a man, and a nan's heart was given to it."---His re-
storation and gleriocus conversion, which lifted him from tho
realm of beasts into communion with God. Here, as in Ch.Z2,
Neb. is spoken of synonymously as the Babylonian Empire,
since it fell so shortly after his death.
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: gl Medo-Persian Empire

vs. 52 "Like to a bear..." --second of the beasts of the field;
ponderous and awkward. The Medo-Persian Army was known ;
for its wholesale troop movements, and its stumbling,
brute-force conquests. ,
n"raised up itself on one side"--The o*igina&-ﬂebaew<fa|dal0
gives this: "raised up one dominion," for the Medes anu.
Persians, anwient and modern peoples respectively, formed
one united people.
Wthree ribs in the mouth"--Scofield suggests that this
would mesn their three-fold dominion, Media ,Persia , and
Babylon., But since the ribs are not actual parts of the
bear's body, it would seem that this would represent the
Triple Alliance of Babylon, Egypt, and Lydia, which was
devoured by Medis-Persia.
ndevour much flesh"---their ruthless, bloody conguests
of many nations.

Grgg%gg Enpire

VvS. 63 "like a lepoard...'--IThe swift-moving, rapacious leopard

pictures well the career of Alexander and his short-lived
but beautiful Grecian Empire.
"four wings of a fowl..." --The Babylonian Empire was two-
winged; this empire, which has been described as " not fight-
ing, but congquering® had four wings, to show its unexcelled
speed of troop movements a nd conguests.
"the beast had also four heads..."--A clear preview of the
four divisions of the Empire after Alexander's death.
These divisions were given to his four generals, Cassand-
er, Lysinachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus.
n"dominion was given to it..."- -In his Antiquities, Joseph-
us tells that Alexander felt that God hed assured him suc-
cess in his Asiatic conquests. R. M. Riggs makes the fol-
lowing comment in comnection with this phrase: "It is im-
portant here tao note that the Grecian empire was consider-
ed by God to remain intact as such even though its territor-
ial extent and governmental power were broken into four maj-
or divisions and, as secular history tells us, into many
more small independent states, The last clause in the des-
cription of this empire, namely, that ‘dominion was given
to it!. emphasizes the thought that, to the last, 'it'! is
still the ghird or Grecian empire and still, in éod's sight,
has dominion."

Roman FEuapire
vss.7,19, That the feet of iron and clay in the image vision repres-
23: ented only a continuation or revived form of the fourth

empire, rather than a fifth government, is verified by this
vision of Daniel's. Here the Revived Empire is not mention-
ed separately at all, and in his prophetic perspective Dan-
iel mentions no interval between the fourth kingdom and its
revived form. We know that it is a later empire because or’
the careful wording of the prophecy, as inspired of the
Holy Spirit; and although they are not mentioned as an
empire, the‘ten horns receive more attentioned and left a
greater impression on Daniel than any of the four mentioned
kingdoms.
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¥8. 7

VS8

vSs.20-RR2:

VSS.R4-26:

"dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly'"--the
crushing strength of this Roman Empire of the Caesars 1is
prominent again in this vision. Even their " iron" trait
is re-mentioned, for this beast "had great iron teeth."

The devouring, breaking, annihilating strength of this em~

pire is mentioned in all the verses referring to it. This

contrasts vividly with the ten horn kingdom which grows

out of it, for the warring conquests of the Revived Kingdom
are passed over very briefly. In fact, there is no direct

reference made to any military might or victory in the Ten

Horn Kingdom.

Revivéd Roman Empire
"and it had ten horns."--With no interval or explanation
the prophet proceeds from his description of the Roman Em-
pire to a description of the last Gentile dynasty-f the
ten-kingdom confederacy. These ten horns are synonymous,
of course, with the ten toes of the image &m» ch. 2.
Here it is made plain that out of the ten-kingdom confed-
eracy of the last days shall arise the final Anti-g¢hrist,
the "little horn." Since this "little horn" arises after
the ten horns are already in existence, apparently the Anti-
Christ will make his appearance after the ten-kingdom
coalition has been formed.

Since a head and a horn are both symbolical of government-
al power, we see here a clearer conception of the ten-
kingdom confederacy. It will be ten individual governments
horni), held together by one central, greater government
head) .

The activities of the deca-federation under the Anti-chri.
absorb the interest of these verses. After an upheaval in
their own ranks in which three of the original ten horns
fall before the little horn, the confederacy scems to fol-
low the little horn in a persecution of the saints. Since
this is an 01d Testament writer,"saints" refers here to
the Jew.

Not only will he persecute God's people, the Jew; but in
his blasphemous pride he will speak against God Himself,
and he will think to change God's laws and ceremonies for
the Israelites. This effrontery against God and His people
will continue, as allowed by God, for a "time and times and
the dividing of time," or three and one-half years. Then
"the judgment shall sit," and the A nti-christ will be des-
troyed "with the brightness of His coming."

The Kingdom of Heaven
The kingdom which Nebuchadnezzar saw as a rugged stone,
and which we know as the Kingdom of Heaven, is here fitting-
ly termed the kingdom of the Son of Man. Again, what
a contpast between man's view and God's view!
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vs.9:

vss.10,11:

VE.12¢%

vss.13,14:

vs.18:

VS.RR2:%
v38.26,27:

vs,28:

As in ch. 2, five of the nine interpretation versec were
spent in describing the ten-kingdom confederacy and the
erushing stone, here again emphasis is laid on these e-
vents of the latter days. In this chapter we notice that
more than half the chapter is concerning these two final
developments. By this emphssis we can appreciate more
the importance of the latter days in God's prophetic pro-
gram.

"thrones were cast down" -- as was shown in ch.2, God's
kingdom cannot reign contemporaneously with the kingdom
of unregenerate men. With the appearance of God's king-
dom comes the disappearence of man's kingdom.

"Ancient of days" -- some translators render this "the
Removed from Time." The eternal God will head an eternal
kingdom.

This description of the heavenly scene and of the praise
given there to the Son of God is much like similar pass-
ages in Revelation.

The destruction of the non-descript beast is to be direct
and immediate, while the other kingdoms heve continued
("their lives were prolonged") even though "their dominion"
has been"taken away."

Most commentstors concider these verses to be paresllel to
Rev.5:6-10. Here, again, the eternity, immutability, and
indestructibility of the Kingdom of Heaven are brought to
our attention. ' v

"Son of man" -- Scripture associstes this title alw:ys
with His coming again, since in His return He will claim
the title to man's lost inheritance which He has repur-
chazsed by becoming a Son of man.

According to parallel New Testsment pascages we find that
church szints are referred to here z2c well as the Jew,

(2 Tim,2:10-12 ; 1 Peter 2:9; Rev.3:21)

Ve are reminded here of the prophecy in Jude 14,15.

The rule of the saints under God (Rev.72:12).

The destruction of the Anti-christ and the forces of e-
vil, and the final, conclusive victory of the kingdom of
heaven are prophesied here. This kingdom which shall come
will be Yan everlasting kingdom!"

The weighing of this vision upon Dzniel's mind and his con-
tinued search for truth probably prepared the way for the
further vision recorded in chapter 8.
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A View of the Anti-christ
as Seen in Daniel 7.

p——

In chapter 7 our attention is focussed continually on two out-
standing persconalities -- the Son of Man; and his Imitator, the An-
ti-christ, or Little Horn. With the Son of Man we are well .acquaint-

ed, for
Horn is

we have come to know Him as our Savior-Friend. But the Little
to us a mysterious personage empowered by Satan, and we need

to know more about him that we might not be deceived in our conception

of him.
chapter

It is for this purpose that we make this special study in
- Orah el : ; v

7 - : o

Instead of putting this section in the more attractive and im-
pressive essay form, we are striving for simpliclty and usefullness
by placing it in outline form, just as it has come to our own mind.

We feel

that this simple outline will be much more practical for stu-

dy purposes and future reference than the more wordy form of an essay.

1. - 818
A.

B,

—_—

Separate
antity

ORIGIN (vs.8)
t e

u . The ten kingdom confederacy of the last days
will be held together apparently by some sort of central govern-

ment, or the Head out of which the ten horns grow. It is from
this head that the little horn appears.

vFrom amo ng horns., Notice that the little horn does not grow
out of any individual horn, but that he comes out of the head

from amo ng the horns. Thus he will not owe allegiance or fav-
oritism to any specizl group. His origin is my.sterious, and
his quick rise sensational, for this men of destiny has an ap-

pointment from the powers of darkness.

II. HIS CHARACTER (vss.8,20) Tntelgenco

A,

Super-sensitive, for he has "eyes like the eyes of a man.,"
This man of otherwise bestial, natural character will have
some sort of supernatural discernment, insight and judgment,
which  will aid him much in his ruling. Since eyes are sym-
bolical of intelligence, we see that he will be an individual
of super learning and culture; but certainly he does not have.
a "heart of man" such as Neb. received.

B. vImpressive, having "a mouth speaking great things." By his

C.

S'f&‘ﬂ.d out \n The,
CYagincd

possessing arrogance and smooth oratory, the Little Horn will
sway the multitudes. He will be impressive by the very audac-
ity of his message, for he will n"speak great words against the
most High." The mass of people will be overwhelmed by his el-
oquence, and will follow his leadership in blind adoration.
,Belligerent, "whose look was more stout than his fellows."
His will be a challenging spirit, and amidst a crashing world
of weak, iron-clay kingdoms, he will be hailed as the Man of
the Hour -- the Governmental Superman. Right now, as the
world rocks and reels in fear of the things coming upon it,
a man with a "stout look" could take control. The world is
looking for a man who is unafraid, and commanding in the cri-
sis.
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II

I. HIS POVER (vss.8ﬁ20,21,25)

A.

B.

Wreat. That his power will be great is well proved by

the things which he will do. Shortly after his debut

he subdues three of the original ten kingdoms so com-

pletely that they are removed entirely. Some time la-

ter he will begin an aggressive campaign against God

and His people, by defying God, and persecuting the Jews

and changing their sacred practices.

vDiplomatic. This leader will be a diplomatic genius, ra-

ther than a military authority, as i1s shown by the words

"s mouth that spake very great things." There is practic-

ally no reference made to his military efforts. A first

hand example of his super diplomacy is seen in his subju-

gation of the three kings; for even though those three

kings are bound in the deca-confederacy, the Little Horn

will have such influence that the seven other kingdoms

will not intervene at the fall of the three. Rather, they
in behind the Little Horn after this conquest!

c. atanic. Such power is not ordinary, and it is not hard

Sahm

to see that this ruler is being impelled by some super-

Jnearnate natural force. As further proof of this, we see him set-

IV.

D.

ting himself up against God -- then we know that his power
is derived from Satan. ANTI-CRRIST

LPermissive. But no matter how hopeless the situation may

appear, God is still on His throne; and even though the
Great Tribulation is the time of God!s wrathful judgment,
everything is fully in His control. The words "given into
his hand" (vs.25) Show us that all the Anti-christ's power
is permissive; and when God's time of intervention comes,

"the judgment shall sit'." Kikqdems qiven unbo Wis Hawds -Then
“T\\eu\ Shall ve t‘af-u\—%rem ho

HIS AC : (vss.21,25)

A, Make war wit. the saints. This scems to be one of the

first objects of the Little Horn, and he succeeds quite
well in it. The war will probably be nrovoked by the
refusal of the Jews to render to the Anti-christ the wor-
ship he demands.

By Speak jagainst) God. In an age when blasphemy is already

so rampant it is easy to see how a man could be possessed
with ‘such a spirit. This, of course, is the most exact
expression of the spirit of Anti-christ. This speaking
against God will lead the wopld into universal apostacy.

Cy VWear out saints. His treatment of the Jews and of all who

refuse to align themselves with him will be without prece-
dent in world history. The cruelty will be such as to
veritable "wesr out" the ssints.-pVew Jew's ctuery Whave

D& Change times and seasons. This phrase seems to speak of

the Jewish feast times, or sacred religious observances,
This is referred to in Dan.9:27 as beginning to take place
in the middle of the Tribulaticn period. <+t will be the
introduction to ;the "Time of Jacob's Trouble,"

C_ha“al..,  ndi e )C\J\.}'w Qe+ vy —

(vss.11,26)
Dominion taken away.

] ‘ b i £l But the time
of nis end will come and "none shall nelp him." His place
of final abode will be the Lake of Fire (Rev.19:20).
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: CH. 8: Two Kingdom Vision

Intro.: In this chapter we study the second of Daniel's visions,
this one occuring about two years after the revelation
of ch. 7. This vision gives a great deal more light con-
cerning the Antl-christ, and portrays further the activi-
ties of the Medo-Persian and Grecian Empires which were
then yet to come.

-~

Beginning with this chapter, the remainder of Daniel is
written in Hebrew. All of the final five chapters were
of particular interest and significance to the Jews.
Under ordinary circumstances we would not consider the
Medo-Persian and Grecian Empires of particular impor-
tance; but they assume an entirely different position
when considered in the light of their relationship to
the Jewish people. It is important to remember as we
study Biblical prophecy that God does not judge the con-
sequence of nations or rulers as we do, but He sees them
as they affect and are related to His people, be it the
Jew or the Chruch.

vs. 1 " after that which appeared...at the first" -- Daniel
recognized the relationship of this vision to the pre-
ceding one recorded in ch.7. That chapter closed with
the words "but I kept the matter in my heart" and when
this vislom of ch.8 apneared to him two years later, he
realized that it was further enlightenment and enlarge-
ment of the former vision. 5

VS.2: It was probably significant that Daniel received this
vision while .in Shushan, for that city later became the
capital of the Ram (Medo-Persian) empire.

VS5.3,4,20:It is interesting while studying these verses to note
that many ancient Persian coins have been found which
have as their symbol a Ram. God made His symbol in ac-
cordance with man's knowledge.

The two horns represent, of course, Media and Persia.

The "higher" which "came up last" represented Persia,

the younger kingdom which eventually became greater,
"pushing westward...northward...southward" -- same as
the three ribs of Ch,7: their conquering of Lydia (West-
ward) , Babylon (Northward), Egypt (Southward).

_—

Since Media-Persia is considered so briefiy in this chapter
we are led to believe that their only imvortance here is

to serve as an introduction to the main subject, the
Greclan Empire, which is important not only to the Jew of
350 B.C., but to the Jew of the Tribulation Days, because
of the Anti-christ's relationship to the old Greecian Em-
pire.

vss.5,21:"he goat...from the vwest"™ -- the goat wes the national
emblem of the Macedonian kingdom under Alexander.

"face of the whole earth" -- their rapid univers:l con-
- q uest. =l
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vsS. 6,7:

vs. 8:

vs. 9:

"touched not the ground" -~ &gain, 2 striking picture of
Alexander's blitzkrieg conquests. In less tlien three
years he conquered much of the civilized world, includ-
ing such powers as Babylonia, Egypt, Syria, and Phoeni-
cia.
" a notable horn" -~ "the first king," Alexander.
A picture of the ruthlesc, vengeful annihilation of the
liedo-Persian Empire by Alexander.
At the height of Grecian pover, @s Alexender wept because
there were no more worlds to concuer, his death ceme while
in a state of intoxication. To tecke the place of this
"grcat horn," "four notable ones" -- :and Lysima-
_Seleucus, and Ptolemy ~- arose "toward tne rfour
winds" -- ezch tsking ¢ airectiona} section of the em-
pire. g
With this verse ve begin a study of further information
about the "Little Horn™ of ch. 7. This is an especially
interesting section because of its dual fulfillment.
Except for vss. 24 and 25, it had remasrkesble applicetion
to Antiochus LEpiphesnes, the Grecian ruler of the sccond
century before Christ; but its grester imnortsnce is in
clarifying further the character of the {inal Anti-christ.
The partial, but identical, fulfillment in fntiochus only
serves to meke more vivid the climactic fulfillment in
the Little Horn of the last days.

L4
Scofield calls this passage (vss. 10-14) confessedly the
most difficult in prophecy, "But it need not be if viewed
properly. The striking similarity of the two charscters
should only make more clear the traits and sctivities of
the &Anti-christ.

"out of one of them" -~ This shows the Anti-christ as com-
ing out of one of the four divisions of the old Grecisn
Fmpire. By this prophecy ocur field of expectancy is made
much smaller, and we can focus our zttention more care-
fully. The matter of the Anti-christ erising from both

the Grecian anc Roman Empires engenders no difficulty,
since the 0ld Grecian Empire vwes contained in and swallowed
up by the succeeding Roman. From this prophecy it apnears
that the Antl-christ will srise from the Eastern division of
the Empire.

"vaxed exceeding great' -- The Anti-christ will enjoy re-
markable success, but, as the word "waxed" shows, without
militery exercise or strenuous effort. We could conclude
from this verse that he will arise from the western nart

of the Festern division -- a strategic position.

"towerd the plessant land" -~ could refer only to Pales-
t;ine}:1 The following verses give immediate confirmation

to this.
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- The time of the Little Horn's entree is made plain by
several references in vss. 17,19,23-25. Before proceed-
ing further into a study of the Little Horn's character
and exploits, it would probably be wise to examine these
verses to learn the time of the, whole event.

vss. 15-17:Daniel was not satisfied with the receiving of this heav-
en-seat vision, but earnestly "cought for the meaning."
In answer, there stood before him "™ as the appearance of a
man," and a voice by the River Ulai called for Gabriel to
give Daniel an understanding of the vision. As the angel
approached, Daniel fell upon his face in fear, not because
of the angel's appearance, but because of a dread of his
message of interpretation. Hence, Gabriel comforted him
with his opening words, "Understand, O son of man: for at
the time of the end shall be the vision."

Since this, again, is a vision of the Gentile world domin-
ion, "time of the end" must refer to the end of the Times
of the Gentiles. As in chapters 2 and 7 the "latter days"
(2: 28) were the main burden of the revelation, here again
it is the final happenings which are important. The ac-
count of the escapades of the Medo-Persian and Grecian
Empires only serve as an introduction or foundation for a
study of the events of "the last days".

N vss., 18e19: "the last end of the indignation" -- the climax of God's

displeasure with the Jew's stiffnecked rebellious atti-
uce., e Times of the Gentiles will also be

“the _end s0d's indignation against the children of Israel.
"at the time appointed the end shall be" -- this term, or 2

a varled version of it, is reiterated several times in the
remainder of the book (9:27; 11:27,35,36; 12:7). This
would serve as a mescage of strength, hope, and comfort to
the Jew who was discouraged with the thought that Jehovah
didn't care or had lost control. No matter how black the
tunnel of their circumstances, or how their enemies pros-
per against them, they know still that "at the time appoint-
ed, the end shall be." To the faithful, enlightened Jewish
remnant of the Tribulation, this will probably serve as a
continual encouragement to hold steady.

vsSe 22,23: "in the latter time of their kingdom" -- After the death of
Alexander the kingdom fell to his four generals, who con-
tinued, "but not in his power." Then, in the "latter time"
of this kingdom, a king of fierce countenance arises. That
the "latter time" of this kingdom is yet to come is shown
several times. In 7: 2 we were told that even though the
first beasts had their wopld dominions taken away, their
lives were prolonged for a season. Just so, today these
empires are in existence, but not as world kingdoms.
"when e come to the full" further iden-

ifies the time as yet future, for at the time of the ful-

ness of trensgression, the Tribulation periqﬁ»will begin.,
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The days immediately preceding the rapture of the church
and the opening of the Tribulation are described as days
winen "some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doetrines of devilsj;....having their
conscience seared with a hot iron." "For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highmided, lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof." It is upon a condition such ss this that
God pours out His wrath in the tribulation "when the trang-
gressors are come to the full.,n"

"a king of fierce countenance" -- It is at this time that
the Anti-christ comes into prominence. This description
of him corresponds well with the words "whose look was
more stout than his fellows" in ch. 7. A self-confident,
powerful leader.
"understanding dark sentences" -- reminds us of his des-
cription in ch. 73 "eyes like the eyes of a man." His
supernatural insight and peculiar discernment will fare
him well in his handling of men and governments.

vss.10-13 He shall be mighty and"wax great," but he will derive

24:his might from another source. That his power is Satanic

if verified by ceveral New Testament scriptures (2Thess.
2:9,10; Revelation 13:2 ).
"the host of heaven" == tWis phrase in vs.10 is explained
by vs. 24 of the interpretation, "shall destroy the mighty
and the holy people." This shows his persecution of God's
people, the Jew. He will completely destroy and crush a
portion of the Jews, not by peaceful, diplomatic methods,
as in his other conquests, but by direct destruction of

force.
Finally, in the arrogant pride of his success he will mag-
_nify himself Uto the prince—of the host," the High Priest.

He will attempt (as did Antiochus, his pretype) to assume
the duties of the High Priest, and to direct the worship
toward himself (2Thess. 2:4)

He will then attempt (7:25) ﬁt i P 's," by
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of the sanctuary. In this versec we have an indirect tes-
timony to the prophecy of the Jews'return to their Holy

Band and their setting up agasin of Mosaic worship.

But that there will be apostate Jews in Palestine even at
this time is shown by vs. 12, where we are told that a host
will join with him against the daily sacrifice, "by reason
of transgrescsion."

Through all these activities he shall "prosper and practice,"
until, in sublime blasphemy, he "shall aIso Stand up against

the Prince of princes"™ -- the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:19),
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But in his effort against the Stone "cut out without
hands® ,"he shall be broken without hand" (Rev.19:20).

This is well confirmed by 2 Thess. 2: 8 -- "the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming." -- a supernatural
destruction, without the aid of any of man's devices.

An interesting feature of the Anti- cghrist's power is a-
gain brought out in these verses, It is said in vs. 24
that " he shall destroy wonderfully." The great wonder

of his destroying nower is explained in vs.25 -~ "through
hig policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his
hand...and by peace shall destroy many." Here is a force-
ful picture of the super diplomat who shall work his de-
cires through aliances, international intrigue, and the
power of "amouth speazking great things," rather than by
military effort.

Here we have one of the climaxes of the vision in a con-
versation between two Jewish saints. In vs.1l3 the one
queries as the length of the desecration of the sanctuary
and sacrifices; the other replies (vs. 14), "Unto two thou-
sand and thrée hundred days; then shall the @anctuary be
cleansed." In other words, it will be six years, four
months, and twenty days after the desecration of the pre-
millenial temple by the Anti-christ before it is cleansed.
Since the desecration comes in the middle of the Tribula-
tion week, and the Anti-christ is destroyed three years

and six months after his act of desecraztion, it seems en-
tirely correct to believe that the remaining time of two
years, t en months and twenty days will be needed for the
constructicn and consecration of the Millenial Temple.

In this connectiol we quote W. C, Stevens: "Tt is reason-
able for us to surmise that this will be the length of

time required to build and consecrate the Millenial temple
according to Ezekiel A0-44."

The message of the vision is hcre confirmed, but Daniel
is advised that the main fulfillment is still distant,

so he should "shut up the vision." In John's vision,
(Rev.22:10), he is given contrary instructions: "Seal
not the vision, for the time is at hand." The effect

of the whole matter was so greczt upon Daniel that he was
sick for a perlod of days; and even after returning to do
the king's business, the matter was still weighing heavi-
ly upon his mind.

-
7"

K
sle
P

34 L 3 B
W

A} w iy

o
>R
she
>k
Lo
2

Since many capable Bible scholars interpret this chapter
as referring almost entirely to Antiochus Epiphsnes, or
at least primarily to him, we feel it would be well to
explain the reasons for our view. Che7 closed with
Daniel's words "but I kept the matter in my heart;" and
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Since ch. 8 is an account of his next recorded vision, it
is evident that ch. 8 is a completion or addendum to ch.
7. The remarkable similarity of the vision of ch. 8 to
that of ch., 7 further verifies that thought. The very
term "Little Horn" which was of such importance in ch. 7
is significantly used to describe an 2lmost identical
character here in ch. 8, the vision which was to clear

up and simplify the preceding vision. Naturally, to Dan-
iel's mind, and to any recder's mind, there is an immediste
association at the use of the same term in two such close-
ly related chapters. It hardly seems likely that God
would use such terminology simply to confuselis people.

Then, too, in vss. 17 and 19 the phrase "time of the end"
is used freely in defining the time of the Little Horn.
Since that term heretofore in this book has referred to
the end of the Times of the Gentiles, it can only seenm
reasonable that it would take the same interpretation
here. In vs.23 the time is mentioned as "latter time

of their kingdom" -- we have already learned in 7:12 that
the Grecian Empire would have its world dominicn taken
away, but that its life would be prolonged, just as we
see 1t is today. The phrase "when the trensgressors are
come to the full" (vs.23) is acssocicted unhesitatingly
with the time immediately preceding the Tribulation and
appesrance of the Anti-christ, when the cup of men's in-
iquity is full to the brim. It is in consideration of
these reasons that we feel the entire primary reference

in ch. 8 is te the Anti-christ, and that the reference
to Antiochus is only secondary; and that his importance
i5 ¢nly in his foreshadowing and emphasizing the picture
of the finsl Anti-christ.

Gl 9 Daniel's Seventy Weeks

An interval of aporoximately one yesr has elapsed since
the vision of ch. 8. In that time has come the change

of empires mentioned in ch. 5, and Danicl is now serving
under King Darius. Daniel is praying in this chapter for
the soon release of the Jews as prophesied by Jeremiah,
when his prayver is interrupted by the angel Gabriel with

a further prophetic mescsage from God. Daniel is concerned
with the end of the feventy Year Captivity, but the angel
informs him that the Jews zre yet to suffer seventy weeks
of years, in order to "moke an end of sins" and "bring

in righteousness." (vs.24). The prophecy of this chapter
is something of a complementary climax to all the preced-
ing pronhecies of this book.,
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o V8S.1,2¢ In admirable spiritual ambition, Daniel had been search-

ing for truth, until he came to realize that the end of
Israel's captivity was near., Jeremiah had prophesied
(Jer.25: 11,12; Jer.29:10) that the captivity was to last
for seventy years, and since  this was probably about
538 B.C., the time of their release was not more than two
years away. Perhaps he recognized too that the rapidly
prospering Cyrus was the Cyrus of Isa.44:28 and 45:1.

VS.3: BEven though God's prophecies definitely foretold Isreal's
return, Daniel felt pressed to pray for the prophecy's
fulfillment. "God's promises are conditional, and He has
ordained prayer as one means for the attaining of divine
ends." (Pearlmen). Perhaps we today could apply this same
truth to the prophecy of the Second Coming.
Notice the deep intensity of Daniel's prayer -- "suppli-
cations...fasting...sackcloth, and ashes." Prayer is not
play when a burden weighs heavily upon us. ‘

vss.4-17: Here is an outstanding Scriptursl example of intercessory
prayer. Daniel alternately praises God for His mercy,
forgiveness, and righteousness; and confesses Israel's
sinfulness and oft-repeated failures. Through it all he
humbly associates himself with the transgressions of his.
people, as if he were himself a partaker. But he reminds
God (vss.17,19) that the forgiving of Israel and the an-
swering of this prayer will only be for His Own glory and

honor.
~~ vs.l1l8: ,The Prayer Perfect: flwe do not present our supplications
before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great
mercies,"
vs.19: "These are thy people, Lord," (Cf. Exodus 33:13).

vss.20-23: In the midst of his prayer Daniel is visited by Gaabdel,
who had been sent to give him "skill and understanding."
It appears from vss.z2,23, that the succeeding verses are
the interpretation and explanation of an unrecorded vis-
ion of Daniel!s.

"thou art greatly beloved" -- a beasutiful testimony to
Daniel's admirable spiritual character.
VS.R4: "Seventy weeks are determined" -- The literal translation

is "seventy sevens" or "seventy heptiads." While Daniel
is inquiring concerning the end of the seventy year cap-

! tivity, God sends this message to show him that Isreal is
soon to enter upon a period of seven times seventy years,
or 490 years.

"upon thy people and upon thy holy city" -- makes this a
distinctively Jewish yision, The primary object of this
prophecy is to be the Jews and Jerusalem. 1t will be well
to keep this in mind when studying the Seventieth Week, or
the Tribulation period.

' The remainder of this verse tells the purpose of the Sev- °
enty Weeks: "to finish the trensgression, and to make an
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity" --

— all of which will be preparation "to bring in everlawting
righteousness."” The words "everlasting r ighteousness"
bring to mind immediately the Millenium, which will be
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ushered in at the close of these Seventy Weeks. During
this time, too, prophecy and vision will be sealed, for
they will no longer be needed, since the Word will be
present in visible manifestation.

"to anoint the most Holy" refers both to the consecration
of the holy of holies in the Millenial temple, and to

the perfect mercy seat, Jesus Christ.

"from the going forth of the commandment to restore and

to bui Jerusalem" -- This important event marks the be-
inning of th » period, and is easily identified

in secular history as the second decree of Artaxerxes
Longimanus, for of the four recorded edicts concerning
the Jews' return to Jerusalem, this is the only one which
specified that the city be rebuilt. In Nehemiah 2 we
learn that this decree was issued in the 20th year of Ar-
taxerxes. Most historians agree on the date as the first
of Nisan (March 14), 445 B.C. It is encouraging to re-
member that this is one of the best known dates in his-
tory. :

mMunto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and
threescore and two weeks" -- From the 1l4th of March,

445 B.C. until the Messiah the Prince was to be sixty-
nine weeks of years, or 483 years (7x7=49; 62x7=434;

49 plus 434=483). The eRact fulfillment of this prophecy
is one of the most remarkable of Christian Evidences
found in the Word of God. From the Edict to rebuild Jer-
usalem (March 14, 445 B.C.) until Christ's Palm Sabbath
(April 6, 32 A.D.) entrance into Jerusalem (the only time
when he was hailed as "Messiah the Prince") was 476 years
and 24 days, according to our Gregorian calendar, ("The
days reckoned inclusively,as required by the language

of the prophecy, and in accordance with Jewish practice."
Pearlmen). : ; ’

476 years of 365 days each 173,740 days

From March 14 to April 6 24 days
(both inclusive) '

Add for leap years 116 days

173,880 days

The prophetic years must be calculated at 360 days each,
rather than our present system of 365%3. 360 days is cor-
rect according to both Jewish usage and Biblical usage
(as shown by the interchanging of terms: "42 months"
11260 days" "time, times, and the dividing of time").
So, to figure our sixty-nine weeks of prophetic years
from the Decree to Messiah the Prince:

Thus, the Prophetic Calendar is correct to the very day/
This can hardly be passed by as a coincidence!




PROPHECY II COURSE 43 - 26

VS.26:

o A

On this day the Jewish prophetic clock stopped (Matt.21: 43;
23:34-39), for on this day God stopped dealing with the
Jews as a nation. The clock will begin again at the open-
ing of the Tribulation, the Seventieth Week.

"the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times" -- This undoubtedly refers to the diffi-
culties which Nehemiah had to meet in rebuilding Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 4 -~ 6). [l

This verse is greatly simplified by the ligitimate in-
sertion of the article "the" so that it reads: "And af-
ter the three score and two weeks..." This can be titled
the "Gap Verse" since it describes the events after the
sixty-ninth week, but preceding the seventieth. This
paranthesis in the prophetic plan has cesused a good deal
of conjecture among: some, but it need not; for it only
confirms further the interval between the Roman and the
Revived Roman Empires in the prophecies of Daniel 2 and 7.
There are many examples of an unseen gap in prophetic

time (Isa.9: 6,7; Zech.9:9,10), and the principle of "gap"
interpretation was justified and proved by Christ Himself
in His reading of Isa.61:1,2. (Luke 4: 18,19).

"shall Messiah be cut off" -- Thus was the crucifixion

of Christ prophesied as occurring sometime after the six-
ty-ninth week; for at the close of the 69th week he was
presented to the people as " Messiah, the Prince," and
was rejected.

"but not for himself" -- is better interpreted "shall

have nothing." The entire universe was His rightful pos-
session, but at His erwifixion He had nothing.

" and the people of the prince that shall come shall des-
troy the city and the sanctuary" -- After the cutting off
of the Messiah there was to be another great event in this
"gap" period. Jerusalem and the Temple were to be des-
troyed by "the people of the prince that shall come." To
Daniel's mind there could be no doubt but that this "prince"
referred to the Little Horn, the Anti-christ. Byt he him-

self was not to tzke part in the d€sfruction -- it was to
be "the people of the prince that shall come" -- in other

‘words, the Ragans who effected the Destruction of Jerusa-

lem in™70 * .D. under Titus., This further identifies the
ten kingdom confederacy as the Revived Roman Empire in
Fuality, not  just in spirit.

The last portion of this verse is translated literally:
"unto the end wars snd desolations ere determined." This
agrees with Christ's own words in Matt.24: 6.

THs verse gives further information about the Anti-christ,
"the prince that shall come.," The events described in this
verse are those of the Seventieth Week, or the«Tribulation.
Here is primary evidence that the length of the Tribulation
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is to be seven years; and here we see, too, that the
Seventy Weeks and the Times of the Gentiles end simul-
taneously.

"And he shall confirm the covenant with aany for one
week"--The Anti-Christ shall enter into a seven year
covenant with the Jews which will allow them, among other
things, to re-establish worship in their Temple. At

the making of this covenant the Seventieth Week begins,
end it will be exactly even years of 360 days each until
the Anti-christ is destroyed at Armageddon.

"in the midst of the week" (Dan. 7:25; Rev. 11:2; Rev. 13:5).
After three and a half years, or in the middle of the a-
greed time, the Anti-christ will break his covenant, and
"cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease," (7:25) and
shall .bring abominations into the Tenple by demanding that
he himself be worshipped. (& Thess. 2:4; Matt.24:15).

He shall continue "until the conswmation," and then "that
determined shall be poured upon the desolator" (literal
translation) as he is "broken without hand." (Dan. 8:25).

CH, 10: Daniel's Prayer Battle

vSels Since the time of this chapter was the third year of Cy-
rus, the Israelites had probably been released from cap-
tivity for nearly two years. Now nearly ninety years old,
Daniel likely felt that he would be of more value in the
Persian court than in Jerusalem, so he Bas remained on in
his position. :

Apparently Daniel had received another vision, although
it is not recorded; and this vision, too, is concerned
primarily with the latter days.

Vss.2,3: At about this tiue, the Israelites in Jerusalen were run-
ning into some serious difficulties, and it seeums that
this was the goad driving Daniel to such earnest prayer
and nmourning. While in such supplication of soul he re-
ceived further light concerning the future of his people.
Here is a demonstration of a form of fasting different
from that commonly practised, Daniel abstained from all
meat, wine, and "bread of desires," or swects and luxu-
ries, and subsisted on a diet of the barest necessities.

vss.4-9 The description of this angel would seem to correspond
with other descriptions of the Son of God; but his admis-
sion in vs. 13 that he had been withstood by the prince of
Persia for three weeks denies all possibility of this be-
ing Christ. Most likely it was again the angel Gabriel,
who ?ad appeared to Daniel in several other visions (8:16;
9:¢21) .

vss.10-21: These verses giveé a remarkable picture of the continual -
conflict in the heavenlies. We are shown here that each
nation of the world has a fallen spirit defending it,
influencing its policies, contrelling its actions. Israel,
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however, 1s supervised and jealously guarded by Hely Mi-
chael (vs. 21).

This chapter makes the werds of Paul in Epheslans 6 very
real, We can understandfrom this what Paul meant when
he wrete: "Fer we wrestle not agalnst flesh and blood,
but agalnst principalitles, agalnst powers, agalinst the
rulers of the darkness of thls world, agalnst wicked
spiflts in high places.," This explalns, too, the con-
flict we meet 1n earnest prayer, and makes us realize
mere than ever that "the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal,but mighty through God te the pulling down of -
strongholds," (2 Cor, 10:4), :

CH. 11: The Klng od the North

The conversation of Gabrlel continues into this chapter

as he explalns the future fortunes of the Perslan and
Greclan Emnires, Gabrlel had hinted of hls message already
in the 20th verse of ch, 10 as he told Danlel, ",.now will
I return to fight with the prince of Persla: and when I

eam gene ferth, lo, the prince of Grecla shall come,"

In the flrst year of Darlus, only a shert time before the
time prophesled for the release of the Jews, Gabriel had
stood to strengthen Michael in hls conflict wilth the prince
of Persla, who was striving to hinder the promlsed release.
We can never rellze how many climactlc battles have been
fought in the heavenlles before the fulfillment of Scriptural
prophecles!

As a basls for the maln message concerning the "latter
days" Danlel 1s told first of more immediate happenings.
The three kings of persla following Cyrus are recorded by
secular and Blble hlstory as Cambyses (Ezra 4:6), Pseudo-
Smerdis (Ezra 4:7), Derlius Hystespes (Ezra 4:24), The
fourth king who "through his riches...shall stir up all
agalnst the reslm of Grecla" was Xerxes.

These verses, of course, speck Of the might of Alexander
and the dividing ef hls kingdom among his four generals,
and "not to hls posterity, nor according to hls dominion
which he ruled." (Cf., 7:6; 8:8, 22),

Ptelemy Soter was "the king of the south" (Egypt), whe

was overshadowed eventually by his prince, Seleucus Nica-
tor, Seleucus had "a great dominion, " for he captured
Babylon and brought Syria under his control,

After some time the second king of the Egyptlan division,
Ptolemy Phitadelphus, trled "to make an agreement" with
Antlochus Theos (third king of Syria) by marrying his
daughter, Bernlce, to Leodice, the Syrien king who put

ewey hls wife, As prophesled here, the entlre plan was

a fallure, for Bernlce and her child were polsoned and
Laodlice wes taken back,
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These verses tell of the victorious invasion of the Nof—
thern kingdom by Ptolemy Euergetes, a brother of Bernice
(" out of a branch of her roots"). He outlived the reign

~of his northern rival ("he shall continue more years than

the king of the north"). .
But the sons of this Northern king became "stirred up”
after their father's death, and one of them, Antiochus Il
made two successful attacks on Egypt, and even assailed
the fortress of Gaza.

In response, "the king of the south" (Ptolemy Philopater,
was " moved with choler," and made a successful attack or
the hordew of Antiochus. He failed, however, to clinch

‘his victory.

As a result, Antiochus came back in renewed strength af-
ter several years for an invaesion of Egyvpt.

Several groups under the control of Egypt took advantage
of this situation and revolted from Ptolemy. The Jews
of Palestine were in this effort, for they hoped to gain
by following Antiochus. A

This added strength enabled Antiochus to take Sidon,
Egypt!s "city of munitions" (margin).

Then the wilful, unconquerable king literally consumed
"The glorious land," Palestine.

The following year he made a mass advance upon Egypt,
planning to win favor by his offer of "equal conditions"
(margin). He proferred his daughter, Cleopatra, to

get control of Egypt; but she failed her father in

this plan, as prophesied here, ‘
After this failure he moved toward the Rome-supervised
isles of the Mediterranean, and overcame a number of
them., Scipio Asiaticus, a Roman general, retaliated by
delivering the islands from the " reproach" of being un-
der Antiochus!' power. _ :

Thus Antiochus was foreed to "turn his face toward the
fort of his own land" in retreat, but he was finally
captured and later slain while attempting to plunder a
temple.

He gas followed by his son, Seleucus Philopater, who had
to raise taxes to meet Rome'!s requirements. He was mys-
teriously "destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle."
Seleucus was succeeded by his younger brother, Antiochus
Epiphanes, "a vile person," who came in "peaceably, and
.+.sby flatteries,"

In his quick rise to power he deposed the "prine of the
covenant,™ high priest Onias,

By intrigue and convenient alliances he succeeded'in be-
coming "strong with a small people." :

Then by an unheard of policy of scattering his riches and
spoil he entered "peacecably even upon the fattest places
of the province," until he was strategically situated to
strike at Egypt. ‘
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Ptolemy, "the king of the south," resisted with a great
army, but through treachery in his own ranks and asso-
ciates he was overcome by Antiochus.

T he two met at a conference table, each planning to de-
ceive the other; but eventually Antiochus returned to

his own land "with great riches." On the return he
stopped at Jerusalem long enough to slay 40,000, and

put as many more into slavery. He then stole treasures
from the temple which were valued at 1800 talents.

Again he headed toward Egypt, and this' time came within
four miles of Alexandria,

There he was forced to retreat by an admiral of the Ro-
man fleet. In his return north he took spiteful vengesnc
against the Jews. He was aided by counsel from the apos-
tate Jews -- "them ihat forsake the holy covenant."

With the aid of armed apostates, he polluted the sanctuar
took away the daily sacrifice, and defiled the temple and
the altar by killing and offering a sow there, and then
sprinkling the broth in the sanctuary. (Cf. 2 Thess.2:4)
After this act there came a sifting among the Jews. A
number turned "sgainst the covenant" because of the cor-
rupting flatteries of Antiochus; but many others remainec
true to Jehovah, and out of this group came the Macchktbar
revolt. The Maccabees finally obtained more independence
than the Jews had had at any time since the captivity un-
der Nebuchadnezzar, and they were able to hold this in-
dependence until they were taken by Rome in the century
before Christ.

Much of the strength for this religious rebellion came
from the "Meskilim," a group of faithful, learned men wh
instrucéted the people in righteousness. But the flatter-
ing policies of Antiochus kept a great host with him, and
many of the faithful Jews were killed. ‘

Early in the vision (10:14) the angel declared, " I am co
to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in
the latter days." Now, in 11:35, we are brought finally
to the main burden of the vision, "the time of the end."
This must refer to the final end, for certainly there was
no " end of any importance in the time of Antiochus. At
this verse, then, we jump from the events of 150-165 B.C.

- to the events of the final days; another example of the

prophetic "gap," Here, again, it is well to remember
that God views history and the affairs of nations only

as they are related to His people., That truth is demon-
strated many times in this chapter, as the Holy Spirit
faithfully points to events concerning the Jews, and skin
over and omits intermediary happenings.

Beginning in verse 32 we have been noticing the "Maskili
men of understanding who guided Israel- in the time of An-
tiochus. Verse 35 describes these men as being yet in
existence "even to the time of the end." It is entirely
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reasonable for the prophecy to jump from these men of An-
tiochus!' day to a similur remnunt in the tribulation, which
will resist the Anti-christ. The prophecies of this ch.p-
ter have carried us up to the time of Antiochus -- now no-
tice the Jewish prophetic huppenings that must occur be-
tween Antiochus and Anti-christ:

1. Rejection of Messizh ~- already fully considered
in chapter 9.
2. Destruction of Jerusalem, 70 A.D. -- clso pro-

phesied in.chapter 9.

3. Gap between 69th and 70th weeks -- not consid-
ered in prophecy, because God 1s not dealing
with the Jews as a nation in this period.

Thus it is easy to see that the %rophecy would naturally
go from these men of Antiochus'! time to the similar group
of the Tribulation, for there was no prophecy betueen
that needed to be considered,

"the king" -- must certainly refer to "the prince that
shall come." (92:26). The description of his activities
in this verse coincide perfectly with the Anti-christ's
description in chapters 7, 8 and 9.

"t£ill the indignation be accoumplished" -- points again to
the "indignation" against the Jews in the time of the end.
Several references in this verse would give us strouag rea-
son to believe that the Anti-christ might be & Jew. The
phrase "God of his fathers" would give that idea; and his
rejection of this God would show him as an apostate.

"the desire of women" -- to the Jew this could only mean
the Messiah, the desire of every true Israelitish woman
since Genesis 5:15.

"magnify himself above all" -- This man will not "regard
any god," but will meke his own ego the center of his wor-
ship. This phase of his nature is mentioned « number of
times in the various prophecies concerning him. :

"the God of forces" will instead be the object of his wor-
ship. This can only refer to bSatszn, from whom he derives
his power. This is "o god whom his fazthers knew not," for
although Israel fell into the worship of many false gods,
never were they guilty of the direct worship of Satan. It
seems likely that Satan will reguire worship from the Anti-
christ before giving him the kingdoms of this world, just
as he sought to have the worship of Christ (Matt. 4:8-10;
Revelation 13:2-4).

Through the help of Satan he will continually prosper un-
til he is taking the "strongest fortresses" (K.V.).

We have noticed before that the four divisions of the old
Grecian empire would be in existence in the lust days.
Here this fact is proved again by reference to kings of
two of the divisions. The "king of the north", as shown
by the context, is the Anti-christ; and if he is to come
from the same territory as the kings of the North in the
earlier part of the vision, his dominion will begin in
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Syria. In these verses his few military conquests are
pictured, as he strikes at the king of ihe south and sev-

eral other countries, including "the glorious land," Pal-
cstine., He will not succeed, however, in bringing under
his dominion Edom, Moab, and part of Ammon. In Isa.ll:lj}
these three countries are listed as being Millenial tri-
butaries of Israel.

In his victorious march he will take in Egypt, Libya, and
Ethiopia -- probably much of it by subtilty. L
Troublous tidings from the ecst and north will draw him
away from Africa, and cause him to destroy many. This

will reveal to the world more of his true character.

In blasppemous pride he will have his tabernacle-palace
(the center of both government and religion for this self-
styled god-ruler) "in the glorious holy mountain" of Jeru-
salem. There with his armies (rev.19:19) he:'shall come to
his end, and none shall help him." Again we are shown the
glorious final victory of our Lord Jesus Christ!

CH. 12: The Last Things

"at that time" -- During the Great Tribulation Michael,
the defender of Israel, will arise to the defense of his
people, and presumably to take part in the destruction of
the Anti-christ.

fthere shall be a time of trouble" -- This portion tells
in briefly poverful stvle the horrors awaiting the Jews
in the last half of the Tribulation Week. No wonder that
another prophet refers to this period as "the time of Ja-
cob's Troublel"™ (Jeremiah 30:7). The deliverance of a
group of Jews mentioned in this verse would seem to refer
the remnant of Jews who are saved out of the tribula-
tion when they refuse the mark of the beast (Rev.14:9,10;
Zechariah 13:8,9). :

This verse is better translated: "Many from among the
sleepers...shall awake; these shall be unto everlasting
life; but those (who do not awaken at this time) shall be
unto shame and everlasting contempt." The first resurrect
ion, which takex place when Jesus comes, is referred to
here. (1 Thess.4:16,17; Rev.20:4-6).

Probagbly the primary reference here is to the "Maskilim"
although certainly the general promise is to all God's
children.

From this verse we gather that there will be greatcr un-
derstanding of this book in the "time of the end" than at
any other time, especially by the Maskilim, Most Jewish
scholars interpret the latter half of the verse as refer-
ring to the sincere seeking for greater knowledge and un-
derstanding of God's word in the last days. This seems
to be most regsoneble, according to all the context.

to
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VSSe5-7

vss.8,9:

vs.1l0:

vs.1ll:

VSe.l2:

vs.l3:

In a2 conversation between two cngels, Daniel lezrns again
that this period of Jewish suffering is to be for "a time,
times, and an half.," (Cf. 7:25; 9:27; Rev.1l1l:2).

This time Daniel's request for further light is refused,
"for ghe words cre closed up and sealed till the time of
the end." This confirms, then, the thought that in the
ftime of the cnd" there will be extraordinary understand-
ing of this book.

Those who are doing wickedly will find these prophecies

a mystery; but those who have been "purified, and mecde
white, and tried" will have divine understanding.

Herc we are told of & 1290 day period, beginning in the
"middle of the week" (9:27); but this period will last

- thirty deys past the end of the tribulction week, Ve

have no explenation what will occur during these thirty
days, but it is generally considered that this time will
be needed for the judgment of nections and the purifying
of the earth for Christ's millenial reign.

For those who wait forty-five days longer yet, a bless-
ing is promiscd -- the blessing of being presemt as the
millenial reign of peace begins.

Daniel's ministry is completed, and he is honorably dis-
charged with the words, "...thow shalt rest, and stand
in thy lot at the end of the days." (Job 19:25 - 27).
So ends the beautiful ministry of God's faithful Hebrew
servant, Daniel. ;
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NOTES on REVELATION

Td most Christians the book of Revelation is a mysterious and
foreboding volume; and the thought of studying it secems almost to
strike terror to some. It seems strange that Christians should have
this attitude toward any portion of God's Word; but it is even more
strange when the portion is the book of Revelation. Because of this
paradox, we have felt it wise to introduee our study of the book
with 2 few pertinent facts which ghould lead us into a healthier at-
titude toward this rich and szcred portion of the Word of God.

An insight into the practical content ond message of Revelation
is greatly enhanced when one remembers that it was one of the first
books accepted enhanced when one remembers thet it was one of the first
to be finally and completely canonized. To the persecuted Church of
John's day, the book held a dual promise of freedom from persecu-
tion, and judgment to their oppressors, However, as years went by
the @hurch was less persecuted, znd the coming of “esus faded from
thought so that the final cenonizers wcre inclined to speculate over
the tremendous ceclarations of the book; but under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, eventually gave it their approval,

Its importance to this dispensation and to the church can be
realized by the fact that this is the only prophetic book in the
New Testament. If is of further significance that this is the clos-
ing book of the Bible, which gives it 2 plece of unique importance.
The time element of the message cannot be overemphesized; for at the
very outset of the book (1°3) the inspired writer delared, "...the
time is at hand." :

Of final 2nd greatest importance are the two Seripture promises
that are contained in the book. Significently enough, the first
promise is contained in the book!s prologue: "Blessed is he that
rcadeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, ond keep
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand."
Then, in the last chapter of the bock, John receives the commend,
"Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time
is at hand." To us, this is nothing less than a promise; for if
the book was to be left unsealed, it is plain that it is for our
understanding and enlightenment. Thus we can enter hopefully into
a study of the book, cleiming God's promise of blessing end under-
standing as we proceed! More than cver before, "the time is at hand,"
so, more than ever before, we need to seerch earnestly and prayerfully
the pages of this prophecy.

John, the beloved disciple, received the book by revelation while
in banishment on the Isle of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, just gwenty-
four miles from Ephesus., To him, it was the "Revelation of Jesus
Christ" to show His servaents "things which must shortly come to pass."
The first century was in its evening hours at the time John received
the Revelation, and Christianity wes becoming well established.
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CH. 2 Vislon of Christ

vs.1l: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" -- This book, like all
the Scriptures, converges upon the cross; but this one in
a special way reveals Jesus, the Christ, more vividly than
any other. Strive to keep your eyes upon Christ through
all of the study, no matter how far removed some portions
may seem at the first reading.
In another sense, this is the Revelation of future things,
which Christ has given to Hieg church for their edification.
Notice the progress of the message: Given by God to Christ,
who through an angel reveals it to John that it might be
passed on to "His s2rvants" of all ages.

"must shortly come to pass" -- "It is necessary that these
things happen speedily."
ve.2: John's testimony tr:a% he has fulfilled his commission.
ve.3: "Blegssed" -- Note tio the Fearful Student: This word can

also be correctly translated "Happy!'"
This 1s the only béck which carriee such a particular and
specific promise. The reason for %his encouraging, com=-
pelling promise is found in the latter part of the verse:
"the time is at hamd." '
ve.4,5: ggtice the particular significance of each title glven to
rist:
"foithful witmess" -- Encouraging the Church to follow
the example o¥ their leader, in spite of the conse-
quences. We +derive the word "martyr" from the Greek
word here interpreted "witness." (cf.%2:2,3; 3:8).
"first begotten of the dead" -- which forecasted the
abgolute vigtory over death, which takes place in this
book. (ef. BC:14; 22:17).
"the princs..." -- After the rulers of this world have
run their cfpurse, they will fall befoxre this Prince,
the King of Kings! (cf. 17:14; 19:16.)
Then, in the latter half of the verse 1s shown His peculiar
and precious relationship to His purchased bdbride.

vs.6: A tribute of préiise to His redemptive work.

ve.7: "Behold, he cometh..." —- The theme of “ne book, Thus you
find it repeated in the middle (11:15), and at the end
(22:20). :

vs.8: The One Who kngws not time!

ves.9,10: Circumstances &f the Vision: Exiled from man ("in...Patmos")
but separated ynto Cod ("in the Spirith).

ves.1l1l,12:A trumpet-iike voice commissione John to send the message to
seven churches Iin Asia.

ves.14~-18:John had often, laid his hesd upcn the Master's breast, but
now asg he sur‘&eys Him in His glory, he is overwhelmed --
"And when I eaw Him, I fell at hie feet as dead."

vs.1l9: Here is given to us a perfect outline of the book:
TI. "Thingrs which thou hast seen" -- ch. 1.
II. "%hings which are" -- c¢h. 2,3.
IIT. "$hings which shall be hereafter -- chs. 4-22.

V85008 An explanatiojp of the opening vision.
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CH, 2: Messages to the Churches

Many commentators have considered lightly or ignored completely
this section of Revelation which records the mecsages to the seven
churches. But csince the Holy Spirit has given the matter quite leng-
thy attention, we cen do no less then briefly summarize the section.
In these seven messages you will find rich spirituel blessing, @s
well s much worthwhile knowledge.

There cen be four distinct views of these messcgess
1. The apparent -- The messegeses direated to the churches
nemed.
2. The individusl -- The messoages ©s they caen be epplied to
any individual Christien.

3. The church -- Thc messeges as they reveel the spdiritucl
condition of individuel churches.
L. The dispens:tionel -- The messeges portreying clcerly

the seven periods of church history, from sbout 70 'A.D.
to the coming of Christ.

These seven churches have found remerkeble consccutive fulfill-
ment in the chronological stzges of church history. It is opparent
from this thet the Holy Spirit was, through this medium of mess&ges
to seven churches then existent, describing prophetically the future
of the Church.

In construction, thesc messiges are cimiler, with only & few
slight exceptions. They eczch contcin:

1. Picture of Christ

2. Commendestion

3. Reproof

4. Admonition

5. Werning

6. Encouragement

7. Promise

Sapdis end Leodicecz zre exceptions, in that they receive no

commendetion; Smyrne end Philadelphic in thet they receive no re-
proof. Remember while rezding these two chepters thet these are
the personsl messages of Christ to the church.

The detes which we have pres nted for each church era ere those
propounded by severel competent prophetic teachers. They cre not
mesnt to be binding, absolutely inclusive, or exact, but merely sug-
gestive,

vss.1l-7: EPHESUS. A.D. 70 - 170.
This church wes zezlous, holy, wnd sincere, but they had
1eft (not lost) their "first love" -- the first step
downwerd. They still followee the some riles' apd' rithrl,
cnd still went through the stme efforts, but the burning
heart pession was gonec.

vss.8-11: SMYRNA. 170 - 312.
This church suffered ten persecutions ("ye shell have
tribulation ten days"), meinly under Nero and Domitien..
They were bothered, too, by Judeizers, who e¢re described
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vss.12-17:

vss.18-29:

vss.1l-6:

VSS.7"13:

VSS.1l4-22:

here as "them which say they are Jews, and ere not, but

are the synagogue of Satan."

The church which could not be hindered by persecution and
bloodshed is now weazkened tragicelly by "the doctrine of
Balaam." (Cf. Numbers 31:15,16). Just as Israel became
defiled by intermarriage with Moab, in this period the
church became corrupted by her fateful union with State.
THYATIRA. 606 - 1520.

As a result, the Church and the world were plunged into

the Dark Ages, and one hezthen, ungodly practise zfter
another was introduced into this church thet had begome
defiled by her populerity. "Jezebel, which calleth her-
self a prophetess™ likely refers to the Papacy, the Church's
only teacher during this derk period of vile and pernicious
doctrines. :

To this church Christ spesks' of His coming egain (vs.25);
so we know that the Church of this era will still be in ex-
istence when Christ returns.

CH. 3: Messages -- continued

SARDIE. 1520 - 1750.

Here is a perfect description of the eerly Reformation
Church. This Church received o heavenly visitation ("Re-
member...how thou hast received znd heard"), but epolo-
getics, creeds, and dogmas szpped their originel message
until they were werned, "strengthen the things which re-
main, that zre recdy to die." Yet there are "e few names
even in Serdis." This Church, too, will be in existence

at the coming of Christ: "...thou shalt not know what

hour I will come upon thee." :

PHILADELPHIA, 1750 - 1900.

In this church we have the grectest interest, for &s true
believers we cen consider ourselves members of this church.
God hes given this group "an open door, and no men cen shut
it;" for this church has enjoyed the grectest evangelistic
end missionery efforts. In this period have come the re-
vivals of the Wesley's, Whitefield, Booth, Finney, Cert-
wright, Moody, (to mention only & few), the Holiness groups,
Christien end Missionzry Allience, and finelly, the greet
letter rain outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

This church is warned thet the coming of Christ is near
("Behold, I come quickly"); and they ¢re essured that they
will escepe the ensuing Tribulation ("I a2lso will keep thee
from the hour of temptation which shazll come upon &ll the
world."). :
LAODICEA., 1900 - 7.

The Church of our present day is @ sad conclusion to the
age. The sorrowful stete of this group is thet they ere
lykewarm -- not cognizent of their recl spiritual condi-
tion. They ¢re so busy gloating in their wealth and at-
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ve.

VsS.

vs.

V8.

VS.
VS.

tainments that they never realize how piltifully wretched
and naked they are in God's sight.

But notice (vs.1l9) that Christ still loves this church;
and that He is continually striving and pleading for en-
trance. As the people of the Philadelphia Church, we car-
ry a grave responsibility for this neighbor church that
Christ loves, and 1s seeking to enter.

Finally -- let us remember that the splrit of the Laodi-
cean Church 1s the spirit of our age, and that it will
creep in on us almost imperceptibly the moment we slip
an inch from the cross. This spirit of easy self-satis-
faction we must fear, and shake off like a deadly viper.
PRESS ON -- HE COMETH!

"CH. 4: The Heavenly Throne

With the closing of Ch 3 comes the last mention of the
church until the epilogue of the book (22:18). At Ch. 4
we begin the study of the "things which shall be hereaf-
ter" (1:19); and elthough immediately in Ch. 4 we enter
into the Tribulation period, our first view 1ls one of
celestial glory as we gaze upon the heavenly throne with
the raptured saints. :

"door was opened in heaven" -- An open door to welcome

the victorious pilgrims. /

"as...a trumpet talking with me" --Here 1s the fulfill-
ment of I Thess. 4:13-17. The "trump of God" which sounds
will be as a voice to the saints, inviting them, "Come up
hither."

"immediately I was in the Spirit" -- Still a plcture of
the Raptured Church, as well as of John at that time.
Since "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of -God"
(I Cor. 15:50), at the Rapture "this mortal must put on
immortality" (I Cor. 15:53).

John's first sight ie of the throne, and the One upon the
throne.

John uses preclous stones to describe the beauty of the
glory of the Lord. Perhape themost important part of

the vision to ue is the "rainbow round about the throne,"
for that 1s a reminder that He is a covenent-keeplng God.
Compare this description with Eze. 1:26-28.

"four and twenty elders" -- Representative of the 0ld &nd
New Testament saints (Cf.21:12,14), since both will be
taken in the Rapture. "White raiment" shows thelr purity;
and the "crowns of gold" proves that they are redeemed men.
and not angels.

Majesty and power surround the throne.

Four beasts, perhaps typlcal of the creation that 1is soon
to be delivered from the bondage of sin. These are the
same four figures that were on the four divisional stand-
ards in the old Camp of Israel. Like the cherublm, -these
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VSS.9,10:

vs.l1ll:

V.1

creatures seem to play a part in the plan of redemption,
acting as God's agents on the earth. (Four is the num-
ber of earth). But their mein and only task in this -
scene 1s described in vs. 8: "they rest not day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was,
and is, and is to come."

The worship of the four living creatures is followed by
the adoratgon of the four and twenty elders. In heaven
there will be perfect unity of the Spirit, for all will
be absorbed in the worship of God. There will be no
ego-centrics, for 2ll will be God-centrics.

"ecast their crowns before the throne" -- Here is the com-
pelling reason'to strive for heavenly erowns: that we
might have something suitazble to cast at the feet of the
Eternal &ing.

"Thom art worthy...for thou hast created all things."
Since He is the creator of all things, all things owe
Him homege and praise, "Let everything that hath breath
praise the Lordf" (Ps.150:6), Thus we fulfill the plea-
sure of God, since it was for His pleasure that we were
created}

CH.5* The Book with Sewen Seals

John's attention is drawn to a seven-sealed book in the
right hand of the One on the throne. It has been sug-
gested that the book may be the title deed to the earth,
because of the general contents of this chapter. As you
study the chapter, consider:
1. No man will be worthy to open the book; for no
man could redeem the earth. (vss.2-4)
2. The titles of Christ would speak of the fulfilled
covenants:
as "Lion of the tribe of Juda" (vs.5) -- Ful-
fillment of Abrshamic Covenznt.,
b. M"Root of Dvaid" (vs.5) == Davidic Covenant.
ce "Lamb as i1t had been slain" (vs.6) -- The
sacrifice that fulfilled the Edenic Cove-
nant and made the Perfect Covenant. He is
"in the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders" be-
cause His redemption reached from the throne
of heaven to men and all of groaning crea-
tion.
3. The worship of the living creatures and the elders.
They extol Christ as worthy because:
a. He was able to effect the redemption of the
world by His blood (vs.9).
b. He will put His redecmed to rule the earth
as kings and priests (vs«lO). -
4. The worship of the angels. They Ceclare the re
deeming Lamb worthy of power, riches, ete. (11,12).
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5. The entire creation jJoins to worship God and the
' lamb (vss.13,14).
In this book is pictured the wrath of God upon His world
that has gone far from His original purpose, and that has
rejected His plan of redemption. (Cf. Ezekiel -2:9,10).
VS.2: By this verse we are made to realize the importance of
the book, for all of hesven is asked the guestion, "Who
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the secals there-
of?" An exceptional worthiness is required.
vs.3: Not a man in all creation, of all the ages, is qualified.
No wonder the entire universe rejoices when the worthy
One is foundy (vss.13,14).

VSe 4t John wept, not because of unsatisfied curiosity, but be-
cause of an overwhelming sense of the importance of the

, book.

vs.5: Again, the Lion of Judah hath prevailedl!

vs.b: Even in heaven Christ is exalted as a slain Lamb -- the

Perfect Sacrifice.

vss.7,8: Here we see the deep concern of the living creaturcs and
the four and twenty elders. The presence of the stored-
up "prayers of saints" would show us that his has been
a burden of prayer of God's people in all ages.

vss.92,10: "a new song" -- A choir of every race, tongue, and time

: join in an anthem that only the redermed can sing: "Thou
...hast redecmed us to God by thy blood.". Tryouts for
this Heavenly Choir are now being conducted.
These verses confirm further that the four and twenty el-
ders represent the raptured group of all ages, and not
just twenty-four men., ("redecmed...out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation").

vss.1ll,14:Angels and all creation join in the worship, but they
sing not the song of the redeemed; and while they sing,
the living creatures shout "Amen," and the elders fall
in worshipful adoration! All hail the power of Yesus!?
name!

.

CH: 6: The Seals Opened

"the Lamb opened one of the sezls" -- The opening of

the seven-secled book by the Lamb begins, Thus we see

Christ, the Savior of the world, now pouring out wrathful

judgment upon thc world. (Isa.ll:3,4).

VS.R: " behold a white horse" -- Here is one of the major points
of Revelation controversy. It is quite evident what the

. following three horses are from their descriptions, but

~ the descriptjon of this horse seems rather paradoxical.
Besause white i the color of righteousness, many have
concluded that this horse represents a world-wide revival 4
following the rapture; but the remainder of his deseription
would discredit that interpretation. Never is the - S

"vs.1
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VSse3,43

vss.5,6:

VSS.7,82
vss.9-11:.

vsS«12-14:

vsSS.15-17:

Gospel propogated by force, as is described here: "had a
bow" would speak of judgment and force; as would also the

“phrase "conquering and to conquer." Even the "crowns....

given unto him" would not speak of righteousness, for
crowns are symbolical of power of rulership, both righteous
and unrighteous (consider that the terrible beast repre-
senting the Anti-christ in Ch.13 has ten crowns). :

In fact, since the horse is white, and #2a Crown was given
unto him," it seems apparent that this is God's messenger
which allows the Anti-christ to conquer. You will remem-
ber that we learned in Daniel 7:25 that although Anti-
christ!s power is Satanic, it is also permissive. Certain-
ly the context of the chapter beers out this interpreta -
tion.

Panother horse that was red" -- This messenger has the
power "to teke peace from the earth." Since red is sym-
bolical of 8in, we can conclude that with this horse sin
will be unbridled to a greater cxtent than ever before, so
that the world is engulfed in hatred and mupder.

fand lo a black horse"™ -- Famine follows in a2 manner so

‘terrible that the price of z guart of wheat will be a day's

wages.

"behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him." -- The fourth horse
brings 2 wave of suffering and death upon the earth, and
Hell follows after to reap her harvest. "beasts of the
earth" might refer to the kingdoms of the world, and the
havoe of death they will cause,

At the opening of the fifth seal we hear the cry of a
group of martyred saints under the altar. Their cry is
satisfied for the moment by white robes, and they are in-
structed to "rest yet for a little season." Since this
is the time of vengeance, intercessory prayer has been
replaced by imprecatory prayer. (Cf. Jeremiah 7:16).
Words are too feeble to deseribe the horror that follows
the opening of the sixth seal, as all of nature is vio-
lently shaken, Notice thet the entire universe is af.-.
fected: :

earth -- "earthquake"

sun -- "plack as sackcloth of hair"

moon -~ "pecame as blood"

stars -- "fell unto the earth"

heaven -~ M"departed as a scroll"

mountains, =-- "moved out of their place™
islands

In this connection, consider: Heb,12:25-29; Haggai 2:6,7.
The terror of this hour will be great enough to awaken

men to a realization of what is happening, and in their
uncontrollable fear they will search madly for a place of
shelter,

"the great day of his wrath is come" -- This proves con-
clusively that the seals are a part of the Tribulation
period; and although the time of the greatest wrath is

not yet, alreedy the judgments are increcsing in severity.
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ves.2,3:

ves.4-8:

CH. ?: The Two Multitudes

"After these things" -- The vision moves from the opening
of the six seals to another scene. Apparently the opening
of the seventh seal 1is postponed for a time because of
some other events that must take place before the final
seal.

The reason for this postponing may be seen in these two
verses. A select %roup 1s to be sealed by some angels,
and the plea is: "Hurt not the earth, neither the sea,
nor the trees till we have sealed the servants of our
God in their foreheads." The more terrible Judgments to
come following the opening of the seventh seal are to be
held back until this group is sealed. The Greek word
here interpreted "hurt" would seem to carry the idea of
a more severe injuring of the earth.

Notice that 1t is not said that these Israelites will be
then raptured. They are only sealed, or put under Divine
protection.

Perhaps this remnant of Jews who are sealed before the
world's time of still greater woe could be compared with
the Jews of 0ld who dwelt in Goshen -- while all Egypt
suffered, they were spared, from the fourth plague on.
Particularly would the comparison be %true in the slaying
of the firstborn, for there the blood literally sealed

a house against the death angel.

The exact number from each tribe would suggest that this
ie a representative or symbolic number; expeclally since
twelve can be coneidered the number of God's people --
twelve tribes, twelve apostles, etec.

Notice the peculiarity of this list. Ephraim and Dan are
completely omitted (they were the particularly idolatrous
tribes); while Levi and Joseph are included. Yet the
number is to be "of 2ll the tribes" (vs.4), so we may
conclude that Ephraim and Dan have been swallowed up in
the other groups. They are mentioned in Ezeklel as tak-
ing part in the Millenium.

You will notice in vs.3 that this group is spoken of as
"the servants of our God". The word here interpreted
"servants" is the same Greek word ag used in Rev. 1:1 --
"The Revelation...to show unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass." The word actually means
"pbond-servants." By this inter-use of the same term we
may safely deduct that this group is the "lMaschilim" of
the last days. (Dan. 11:33,35; 12:3,10).

Notice, finally, that this group is not sealed by the

Holy Spirit, but by angels; and that their sealing 1is

not in the heart, but in the forehead (vss.2,3).

John's attention is directed to another group, innumera®le,
and from "all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues. "
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.. ¥55.10~14:That this group is saved and blood-bought is evident by

their white robes and by their praise of God and the
Lamb, Thelr origin and late arrival cre explained in
VSel4i "These are they which came out of great tribu-
lation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb."

From this, then, we know that not only will there be
people saved in the tribulation, but there will even be
a number raptured. Comparing this Scripture with the
parables of Matt.25, it would scem reasonable to conclude
that this group is a number who wcre not qualified for
the first rapture, prior to the tribulation; but that
they were awakened (probably after the sixth seal, ch.6:
15-17) and turned to God sometime early in the Tribula-
tion. It would seem possible, too, that the Holy Spirit
will still be on earth during the first half of the tri-
bulation, dwelling in Christians who have missed the pap-
ture. (Cf.2Thess.2:6-8).

R. M. Riggs hes made an interesting comparison between
this group and the four and twenty elders. We quote:
" 1. They are uncrowned; the elders are crowned.
2. They are standing; the elders seated.
3. They are before the throne; the elders on thrones.
4. They are serving God; the elders reigning with
Christ. :
5. They are coming out of the great tribulation;® th
elders were in heaven before it began." ;

vss.15-17:Their happy state is beautifully described here, as an

—_—
vs.l:
VS.R3
vss.3-5:
vSS.6,78
o~

absolute contrast to what they have been delivered from. .
CH. & Seventh Seal and Seven Trumpcts

"silence in heaven" -- The glorious anthems of praise 4
give way to a strange period of silence. This would :
seem not only to be an ominous silence, but also a silence
of love, as God and heaven deliberate over the dreaded
pouring forth of wrath.

Thls seventh seal brings the period of silence in heaven,
and introduces the next series of judgments, the seven
trumpets.

Again, the number seven.

These seven trumpets are trumpets of both  warning and
Judgment. 3

In 5: 8 and 6:9-11 we read of the prayers of the saints.
Perhaps the prayers-which are here mixed with the angeltfs
incense are those prayers previously referred to. As the
angel's censer is cast into the earth, there is a violent
response from the elements.

-The first trumpet causes a third of the trees and green
grass to be comsumed as the world is scorched with a heat
it has never before known.
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vss.8,9:

With the blowing of the second trumpet a third part of
the sea will become blood, and resultantly, a third of
marine creatures and of ships will be destroyed.

vss.10,11:Wormwood, a symbol of the bitterness of Satan, is the

o a )

vs.1l3:

" VSe.lt

VSS.2,3:

VSe4t

VSSe 5,6

mecsenger of the third trumpet. This Wormwood is cast
into a third of the drinking water of the earth, making
it bitter, and causing the death of many.

The sounding of the fourth trumpet causes the smiting of
the heavenly bodies, as the sun, moon, and stars lose a
third of their light and a third part of the day and
night are darkened.

The earth is warned that the first four trumpets have
been mild in comparison to what is yet to come upon the
earth. The first four trumpets have been in the realm of
nature; the final three are to be like the torments of
hell.

CH. 9:¢ Fifth and Sixth Trumpets

"a star fall from heaven" -- Probably a fallen angel,
delegated to the opening of the bottomless pit.

The fifth trumpet brings indescribable suffering to the
earth through a plague of locusts. Since these locusts
originate in the bottomless pit, they are probably incar-
nated imps; note, too, that they are "given power.,"

Their power is limited to only those who "have not the
seal of God in their foreheads, "as described in ch.7.
Theirs will be a ministry of hellish torment which will
so harass men that they will seek and cry for death, only
.to find that "death shall flee from them," The only re-
lief in this picture of torture is that their power is
limited to a five months' period.

vss.7-10: Their description only adds to the horror of the picture,

vs.1ll:

and confirms more definitely the fact that they are in-
habited by demons.

Since the name of their king is given in both Hebrew and
Gre-k, we can be more sure that the punishment will be
universal. Only the God-sealed will escape.

vss.12,13:Apparently the sixth trumpet is a further answer to the

imprecatory prayers of 8:3.

vss. 1l4,15:These four angels had been prepared (vs.l5) for the pur-

pose of slaying "the third part of men," so they are

bound until their season comes., The River Euphrates,
which had been the Cradle of Life in Genesis 1-3, now
becomes the Cradle of Death in the Revelation.

vss.16-19:An army of two hundred million horsemen goes out to slay

2 third of mankind. Notice (vs.18) that the slaying is
done by the strange horses and not the riders. These
horses bring into the earth the torments of hell, for
not only do fire, smoke, and brimstone issue from their
mouth, but in their tail is the sting of the serpent,
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v88.20,2L: "by these plagues" -- This would show that the horsemsn

vsS.1l,2:

VSSe3p4t

VSSe5-T1

vss.8,9:

vs.10:

vSell:

VSSel,R¢

are not literal, but only a picture of the horrible suf-
fering upon the earth.

Man has become so much the bond-slave of sin, and Satan's
power of deception is so strong in the earth that even
after seeing a third of their fellowmen slain, the living
remainder rebelliously ignore the opportunity to repent.

CH. 10: The Little Book

John's vision of the seven trumpets 1s interrugted tem-
porarily by an impressive angelic messenger. his angel
comes to introduce and make way for the seventh trumpcts.

"alittle book open" -~ It would seem as we study fur-
ther into this chapter, that this little book was of sig-
nificance at that time to Johnj; yet the message of the
book must affect thc whole world, for when the angel &p-
peared with the book "he sct his right foot upon the sea,
and his left foot on the earth,"

At a cry from this angel, seven thunders voice a message;
but as John prepares to record the message, immedictely
he is instructed to seal up the message and write it not.
"there should be time no longer"™ -- ie, no further delay.
"mystery of God should be finished" -- We have clearer
understanding concerning this ™mystery" when we look into
the sounding of the seventh angel (11:15), for it is "in
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall
begin to sound," that the mystery will be finished.

A voice from heaven instructs John to take the little
book from the angel; and as John proceeds to obey this
command, the angel declares that John must eat the book.
John found, as the angel predicted, that the book was
sweet in his mouth, but "us scon as I had caten it, my
belly was bitter."

Now we see the rclationship of this book to John, for he
is informed that his ministry is not ye¢t completed, but
"thou must prophesy again before many peoples, ond na-
tions;, and tongues, and kings." This book which he has
caten would secem to symbolize these future prophesyings.

CH., 11: The Two Witnesses

Now John is given a measuring rod, -and told to measure
the temple, the altar, and the worshippers, But the
outer court was to be left unmeasured, because "it is
given uinto the Gentiles."

"holy city" -- not only will the Gentiles desecrate the
temple, but all of Jerusalem., Since we see the temple
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here as a place for the worship of God we know that Jewish
national worship has been restored; or, in the words of
Daniel 9:27, the covenant between the Jews and Antichrist
has been confirmed.

"forty and two months" -- With this description of Gentile
desecration, we know that we are being told of the middle-
of- the-week breaking of the covenant. The Gentiles are to
exerclese this blasphemous control for forty-two months, or
for "a time and times and the dividing of time," as 1t is
phrased in Daniel. The end of this period will come, of
course, with the revelation of Christ, as He Himself foretold
in Luke 21:24-27.

Our attention is directed to another matter -- two witnesses
who are to prophesy 1260 days. Thie 1s exactly the same
length of time as the forty-two months, or the 3% times;
but we wlll see as we study further that the ministry of these
two prophets is to be during the first half of the tribula-
tion week, and not contemporary with the desecration of the
temple.

Their ministry will be of sorrow and urging to repentance,
as shown by thelr sackcloth garb: a ministry of Judgment,
by the power bestowed upon them (vss.5,6).

"the two olive trees" -- By this phrase we are referred
back to Zechariah 4, where we learn that "these are the

two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth!
This seripture in Zechariah was speaking immediately of
Joshua and Zerubbabel, God's faithful duo who labored to
the construction of the temple after the Babylonian cap-
tivity -- a beautiful pretype of these two witnesses of

the last days.

In these verses we get a clear view of the ministry and
power of these strange witnesses. Their message is in
violent contrast to the New Testament message of grace

and reconclliation. Thus we are again reminded that this
is the time of heaven's wrath.

Here we hawe the first mentlion in Revelation of the Anti-
christ, as he effects the murder of the two witnesses.

They are not destroyed, however, until "they shall have
finished their testimony." Since their ministry covers

the first three and a half years of the Tribulation pe-
riod, it is exactly in the crucial "middle of the week"
that they are killed. Until this time the Anti-christ
will not be recognized in his true capacity, but by all
these blasphemous and murderous acts shall "that man of

sin be revealed" (II Thess. 2:3).

In this verse we learn another fact about the Anti-christ:
he 1s "the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless
pit." This could refer either to his actual personal
origin, or to the spirit that inhabits and empowers him.
The message and ministry of the two witnesses will not be

a popular one, and news of their death will be welcomed

by the world's wicked inhabitants. Thelir bodles will
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parody of Christmas in gift-exchanging.

vs.l1ll: The triumph of evil is short, for at the end of the three
and half days the witnesses are resurrected, and thus
become more fearsome than ever to the inhabitants of the
earth,

vss.12,13:Their resurrec tion is followed by thelr translation; and
in the same hour & tenth part of the city is destroyed
by an earthquake, and seven thousand men die. The re-
mainder of the city's inhabitants render glory to God,

VS.l4: By this we know that the events of chupters 10 and 11:1-13
are actually part of the sixth trumpet anc not the happen-
ings of some separcte or unrelated time. :

vss.15-19:We see immediately that the seventh trumpet is of special
importence, for when it is sounded grest voices in heaven
respond with the mess:tge, "The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and he
shall reign forever ancd ever." Here, then, we are to see
something that becrs definitely upon the redemption of
the world by Christ, and upon his rulership of the world.
"And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come..."
Compare Psalm 2.

CH. 12: The Woman and the Men Child

vs.l: "a great wonder" -- By these words we know that the en-
suing description is to be symbolical. Because the def-
initely symbolic portions are so designcted, we can con-
clude that the other portions of the book are to be inter-
preted literally,

"s woman" -- Although this character is never definitely
identified by Scripture, it is apparent by every deduc-
tion that she represents Israel.

It is interesting to remember that the moon, sun, and
twelve stars were associated in another symbolic message-- .
Joseph's dream in Genesis 37. .
"twelve stars" -- The twelve tribes of Israel.

VS.2% travailing in birth" -- Consider that zlthough the Church
is never described as travailing in birth, Israel is so
mentioned several times (Isa.66:7-9; lMicah5:2,3; Isa.,9:6).

V8.3t "a great red drogon" --Another sign appeors in violent
contrast to the first; and later, in violent opposition.
The dragon is, of course, Sctan.

"seven heads" -- By this we are reminded immeciately of
the seven great kingdoms of world history: Early Baby-
lonian, Assyrian, later Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian,
Roman, Roman Revived. All these kingdoms have been in
conflict with God's people, just as is shown in this chep=
ter. That these seven heads represent world empires is
made certain by their crowns -- the symbol of rulership.
The kingdoms of the world are a part of, and are inspired.
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vs.4:

vs.5:

vS.6:

VST

VSS.8,9:

and controllingly guided by Satan, the Dragon, just as is
pictured here. Particularly is this true in their treat-
megnt of the Jewish people.

"ten horns" -- The ten kingdom confederacy of the last
days (Dan.7:7,24), which is the last, and prophetically
most important of zll the world empires. .
"third part of the stars of heaven" -- Here the dragon is
described as casting to the earth a third of the stars of
heaven, just as prophesied in Daniel 8:10.

"for to devour her child"™ -- But the dragon's main inter-
est is in something more important than the womzn, and
that is the man child which the woman is acbout to bring
foeth. '

" she brought forth a2 man child" -- The child whom Satan
desired and endeavoured to destroy was Jesus, the Mes-
siah, who was the offspring of lsrael. At the nativity,
Satan attempted through Herod "to devour her child as
soon as it wes born.". This man chiléd will "rule 2ll
nations with a2 rod of iron" in the Millenium (Ps.2:9;
Rev.19: 15). :

Wesee later in the chapter that a great deal intervenes
between vs.5 and vs.6, and these intervening events are
described in vss,.,7-13, so we shall consider these verses
first.

"there was war in heaven" -- Here we see in clearness

the conflict hinted of in Daniel 12:1a. Michael, the
defender of Israel, arises in wrath to war against the

" dragon and his angels in the final battle of the heaven-

lies (Daniel 103 Eph. 6).

The army of Michael is victorious, and succeeds in cast-
ing the army of Satan from heaven into the earths

"which deceiveth the whole world" -- Then, more than
ever, Satan will deceive the whole world, as he makes a
great intensified effort against God and man., With the
casting of Satan into the earth the world enters into
Ta time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation, even so that same time" (Dan.12:16), the last

3% years of the Tribulation.

vss.10,11:Satan's expulsion from the heavenlies is greeted by great

rejoicing in heaven by "a loud voice."

"the accuser of our brethren" -- By this verse we see

just how great and unceasing have been Satan's efforts
against us, for he M"accused them before God day and
night." But here we see, as well, our segret of victory
over these hellish attempts, for "they overcame him by

the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony."
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vs.l1l2: The heavens are told to rejoice, for they have been re-
lieved of their obnoxious inhabitants, But to the earth
and sea 1s a pronouncement of woe, "for the devil is come
down.,.having great wrath, because he knoweth that he
hath but a short time."

vss.13,6, The dragon reeks his vengeance upon the woman who is re-

14: sponsible for much of his sorrow, because she brought

forth the man child. But God has prepared a place for
this woman in the wilderness where she will remain 1260
days, or "for a time, and times, and half a time." (Dan-
iel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 11:2; 13:5.)

vss.1l5,16:"water as a flood" -- In this terrible time of Jacob!s
“trouble Satan makes every effort to destroy the Jew, and
although this is the time of their greatest suffering,
still they are nearly indestructible, for "the earth
helped the woman, and...opened her mouth, and swallowed
up the flood." Still God's hand of protection rests o-
ver the Jew, to keep their chastening within the terri-
tory where it will most effectively work His purpose.

vs.17: In helpless rage, Satan turns his attention to the rem-
nant of Jews who are saved even at this time in the tri-
bulation (Isaiah 66:8)

CH, 133 The Beast

vs.l: "a beast...having seven heads and ten horns" -- OQur at-
tention is directed from the dragon to a2 beast of simi-
lar description which rises "out of the sea." This would
refer to the sea of humanity, just as it did in Daniel 7.
This beast is different from the dragon, in that the
dragon had crowns on the seven heads, while this beast
has crowns instead on the ten horns., We see the ten
horns crowned because now the center of attention is
upon the final world government, the ten kingdom confed-
eracy, over which the Anti-christ rules.

The seven heads reprcsent the seven world empires, just

as they did in ch. 12, We will find the inspired ex-
planation concerning these seven heads in ch. 17. Each
head wears "the name of blasphemy" because all the king-
doms of unregenerate man have been in oprosition to God, ..
and. have attempted a2t times to usurp the powers of deity.

vSs.2: In this verse the beast is described in more detail, and
we notice that it is actually & composite of the four
beasts of Daniel 7.
"like unto a leopard" -- The primary resemblance of the
beast is to a leopard, for as we learned in Daniel 8, the
Grecian Empire is of great importance because it is out
of the old Grecian Empire.that the Anti-christ arises.
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Concerning the Rapture of the Church

I believe that probably the most discussed question 1n nrophecy
today is the question we are going t» investlgate this afternoon. A
few years ago the popular discussion was whe ther Mussolini was the an-
tichrist; and then a little later as the war began to shape up and Rus-—~
sia and Germany made an-alliance and then broke it, people bsgan asking
ehout Gog and Magog. Then as the war came, folk inquired about the
32ttle of Armegeddon. All of these questions have answered themselves,
and now the question which I am dlscussing today has become predominant
‘n every mind. It c:n't be answered by the event until Jesus comes,
“4t in the meanwhile we can reach snome very pertinent conclusions about
Jis coming.

Recognize, first of all, that there are two phases to the second
coming: there is the coming of Christ for His Church, and the co ming
52 Christ with His Church. Keep thet in mind, and keep in mind that
we are speaking about His coming for His people. The return of Christ
#ap Eis bride is neturally our main concern just now. Through my study
I have become convinced thet the coming of Christ for His Church will
t* ke place preceding the seven year tribulation period.

These conclusions have been gained through a careful, prayerful,
spen-minded study of the Word of God. I &m not bringing you a new doc-
trine; nor a separate revelation, nor something I cannot back up by men
#ho know more about it than I do; but it is the opinlon of most- prophecy
ctudents of the last 100 years, to say nothing of the Early Church.

I heve reached this conclusion because of three facts. First of
all, hecsuse of Scriptural prominence; secondly, because of Scriptural
precedence; and thirdly, beccuse of Scriptural promises. I an basing
ny thoughts on nothing else but the plein facts of Scripture.

Consider first of all, the Scriptural prominence. To begin with,
notice what the Tribulatinn is. When we realize what and when 1t is,
we will realize the relationship of the Church to it. The Tribulation
is the Seventieth Week of Daniel. Thus it must be definitely rel: ted
and parallel to the preceding sixty-nine weeks of Daniel. The sixty-
nine weeks of years of God's dealing with the Jews was to bring them to
Himself. The seventleth week will be the carstone and climex to the
entire period of the seventy weeks, In the seventieth week the Jews
will be brought to the crisis when they must decide for God. In the
seventieth week a remnant of the Jewlsh nation that has wendered away
from God will be brought back to God, and will be saved and prepared
for -His coming. When we realize thaet the seventieth week 1s the same
as the Tribulation perind and that it 1is vitally related to the pre-
ceding sixty-nine weeks, much of our problem is made clear.

Thus the Tribulati-n is not only to rour out wrath, but to bring
men to a recognition of “od. God dnesn't uour out wrath for the sake
of Jjudgment alone, but to rea:h men. In fzct, thet is a main purpose
of Judgment -- t» bring men to God.

As you read Revelatlon you will notice that the language -- the
symbnls, the types, the plctures -- are gll 01d Testament imag:ry.
The book of Rev~latinn could easily be put in the 01ld Testement with
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Ezekiel, Daniel, Jeremiah, and Isaiah except that the Church is mention=-
¢éd in the first three chapters. It is a book dealing with 0ld Testament
facts, especially in relation to the Jews. It is a book dealing with
the Tribulation period and the glorious revelation of Christ after the
Tribulation.

As you read through the Epistles of Paul, notice that never does
Paul mention the Tribulation period in conneection with the Church. It
would seem most reasonable that if the Church is going to go through
‘part or all of the Tribulation, that Paul would have told them something
about it to warn them, and to tell them how to be ready and how to live
in that time of trouble. Paul talks about the last days, and the peri-
lous times and the falling away, but he never talks about the Tribula-
tion, in relationship with the Church,

Consider, too, that in all the Scriptures concerning the Tribula-
tion period the Church is never mentioned. In those Scriptures about
the Tribulation period we read something about Israel ami the ungodly
world, but we never read a thing about the Church of Jesus Christ.
Why? Because the redeemed Church has no part in the Tribulation.

When Christ was on the earth He told His disciples, and He tells
us through His Word, when His coming shall be. I think that here is
our safest guide -- His Word., Look with me in Matthew 24:36-39, Christ
has just finished answering three questions for His disciples and as He
climaxed these three questions, the main one of which was "When are you
going to return?," He concluded with an appeal. "But of that day and
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. TFor as in the days that were before the flood they were eating, and
‘drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe en-
tered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them
all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."

: You do not read about the Tribulation time coming upon the earth

as a sign that He is going to come, but instead it is going to be "as

in the days of Noe." The days of Noah were conditions quite -ordinary,
quite everyday: nmnarrying, giving in marriage, eating and drinking.

But the important thirig was that in the days of Noah those things were
intensified. They became prominent and the things of God were forgotten
That is what will be happening before His return.

The same thing is erpphasized in Luke 17:28+«38, This time Christ
is talking about Lot. Do you see then that the things preceeding the
coming of Christ are going to be natural happenings, intensified to suck
a degree that God's people will recognize them and turn more to Him?
The half-hearted Christian and the nan of the world says, "all these
things continue as they were from the foundetion of the world." These
things of the natural world around us have become the predominant things
in the lives of people everywhere. All over the United States Chris-
tians are backsliding because the natural things have become all-impor-
tant. More money, higher salaries, increased appetites for luxuries,
and as a result the things of God are in the background. But these are
not Tribulation days -- they are only a preparation for those days,
exactly as Christ said.

Consider, too, that in the book of Revelation there is no mention
nmade of the“Church after the third chapter, for with the fourth chapter
the {deseription of Tribulation events begins. We read about the Church
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in chapters 1, 2, and 3, and then in the fourth chapter there is a
transitional phrase in the first verse: "After this...which must be
hereafter." The same Greek words are used in each place: '"ileta Tau-
ta." Those two words mean "after these things." Thus th- verse reads,
"After these things I will show things which must be after these things!
After what things? After the things Just preceeding: the Church. And
vhe Church is never mentinoned again during the whole Tribulation account
and not until the epilogue of the book, near the end of the 22nd chapter.

There 1s a symbnlic reference to the Church in the fourth chapter.
e see them around the throne in the person.of the four and twenty el-
lers. These four and twenty elders are undoubtedly representetive of
01d and New Testament saints. Twenty-four is a number representative
of God's people -- twelve and twelve. In Revelation 21 we read about
she New Jerusalem having twelve gates and twelve foundations. One is
the twelve tribes and the other the twelve apostles.

How do we know these twenty-four are cefinitely redeemed men? It
is proved by their de=scription and by their song in the fifth chapter.
e see then clothed 211 in white and they sing this song, "For thou
west sdéin, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
=indred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our
%tod kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." If these
twenty-four elders were Jjust twenty-four people they wouldn't sing "re -
Jeemed from every kindred, and tongue, and tribe, and nation.'

It seems that the main consideration of those that believe in the
"middle-of-the-weck" rapture is found in Revelation 10:7: "But in the
days of the voice of the seventh ang-1l, when he shall beglin to sound,
the mystery of God should be finished, af he hath declared to his ser-
vants the prophets." 1MNow let us turn to the place that tells about the
sounding of the trumpets: Revelation 11:15-16. What happened when the
seventh trumpet begen to sound? A sh-ut goes throughout all of heaven.
It 1s a declaration that thinge are reaching a crisis and that soon the
kingdoms -- the Babylonian, iledan-Pérsian, Grecian, Roman, and Roman Re-
vived -- are going to be hit by the Stone cut nut without hands, and 1t
will grind them to powder. The time is near! The mystery of God -- the
Church -- receives this message: "You are going to rule, to reign, for
ever and ever." The Church is going to be made manifest to the kingdome
of the wnrld as the body of Jesus Christ and as a Stone cut out without
hands!

Some say that the "last trump" in 1 “orinthians 15:52 1s the sev-
enth trumpet, and that this must be when He comes for His own. I think
this is a gnnd place to read Scripture simply as it 1s suprosed to be
read. This word "last" is used in a relative sense. We say, "This is
the lzst day." The last day of what? The last dey of exam week, etc.
It is the last trump, for Jesue Christ is come! The seventh trump isn't
the last trump, for Jesus Christ is come! The seventh trump isn't
the last one in an absonlute sense, for another is heard later on.

In Matthew 24:30,31, we read that when we come back at the end of the
Tribulation that the trumpet will sound. 1 Corintiians 15:52 cannot be
last in the absolute sense; therefore it must be in a relative sense.
Shall we be sensible ennugh to realize that if the first six trumps of
Revelation are the time of God's wrath upon the Christians, and the Mid-
Weekists maintain, how onuld the seventh be the time when Christians
would be raptured? Certianly here is an inconsistency in intervreta-
tion: six trumpets are wrath and vinlence on Christians, and the sevent
talls then into their heavenly home? Hardly! It is only reasnneable tha
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this seventh has nothing to do with the rapture of the Church, for the
Church will have already been long gone from earth's scene,

We notice as we read about the first three and one-half years of
the Tribulation period that there are people translated several times,
If the Church is not translated until the middle, why are people trans-
lated before the Church? Then, too, we notice that the two witnesses
of the eleventh chapter are witnessing on the earth during the first
three and one-half years of the Tribulation. They are here for 1260
days. Why would God send two prophets with an 0ld Testament message
into the world in the first half of the Tribulation if the Church is
still here to minister? If we are here with the gospel of grace, why
does God send two witnesses With the message of judgment? We are here
with the message of love, and if the Church is stil% functioning on the
ecerth during the first half, then there is no room for the two witnesses
Scripture presents no thought of the Church being on the earth during
- any part of the Tribulatior.

Now I would like to have you notice briefly Scripture prededence.
There are three or four incidents of God's judgment coming on the
earth, and in each incident God's few were taken ocut. Look at Enoch.
The world in. iniquity was reaching a peak. God was soon to have t0
pour out judgment, so Enoch was removed, Notice Nozh. The world had
reached the limit of sin, and God must pour out wrath by the flood, but
before the flood ever began, they were shut in. Not in the middle of
the flood, but before wrath ever began to fall. Notice righteous Lot.
He was in Sodom and Gomorrah. Iniquity haé reached its full, and now
God must stomp out this wicked people; but He took Lot out first; and
then the wrath fell. Notice agsin that Lot was not delivered in the
middle of the wrath, but before judgment ever came!: He was gone when
The brimstone began tu fall., If this is true throughout the 0ld Tes-
tament that God's select few have been taken out before judgment, how
much more in these last days of iniquity are we going to be delivered!l

I move on rapidly to the fact of Scripture premises. This is the
most precious of all, for now we core to the glorious promise of the
Lord Jesus Christ that "we are not appointed unto wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ." Turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:10.
Thank God for it! We have been saved from sin and ncw are serving the
living God and waiting for His Son from heaven Whom He raised from the
dead, even our Lord Jesus Christ, "who will deliver us from the wrath
to come,"” Does "wrath" refer to the Tribulation pericd? Turn to Reve=
lation 6:17. As the sixth seal is opened men cry, "For the great day of

his wreth is come; and who shall stand?"

Turn with me, please, to Luke 21:36., The nessage here is prac-
tically the same as in Matthew 24. As Christ curnipletes the message,
listen to the elimax:; "Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye
~may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall wne to
pass, and to stand before the Son of Han." It doesn't say to escape
one-half, but ALL of these things. We are going to be delivered from
all of it. We have no part when the Jews are brought to the place of
Judgment; we have no business here at that tine.

Now turn, please, to 1 Thessalonians 5:9. That poor Thessalonian
church was going through some hard places, and they were without a pase
tor to guide them. "Paul, can't you help us?" Then Paul answers, "God
has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
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Jesus Christ." This is not taken out of its context, for all of the
context is about the second coming of Jesus Christ and about the rap-
ture and revelation. "Don't you saints worry; you are got appointed
to wrath, but to salvation through Jesus Christ.”

We are members of the Philadelphia Church. To us God has given &
special promise. Ian Revelation 3:10,11, the message of Christ to the
Pniladelphia Church era is this: "I am going to keep you from the day
of wrath which is coming on the world to destroy them, but hold that
fast which I have given you, because I am coming guickly." We are not
eppointed to wrath, but salvation through Jesus Christ -- the promise
of Jesus Christ,

Notice, "I will keep thee from." Ii the Greek the word "from" is .
mek," It is usually translated  "out of." I will keep you put of."
Not in it or through it, or through part of it, but out of it!

All through the Word of God, to the saints of all ages, there has
been a blessed hope -- the hope of His coming. When the Church was
discouraged; when the going was hard; when all the world was pressing
in, then Paul always said, "You have a hope; you have something to look
forward to!" Could I believe that my hope in Jcsus Christ is the hope
of being on the earth when the wrath of God is poured out? Could I be
persuaded to preach to a congregation of people that the tribulation is
on us; that this is the time of God's wrath? Such a message could only
' cause people to say, "My Lord delayeth His coming."

It .shall be as in the days of Noeh and Lot, and then shall Jesus
Christ come to take His own out of the world., I would hate to think my
hope was to stay here, We have been purchased by His blood, I ask any-
one here this afternoon who might be in love: If you were going to be
married to your bride in a short time, would you send her wrath and judg-
ment before you came? Would you send a man to punish andbeat her, and
then say, "I am getting my bride ready?" Ske was ready when you became
engaged to her. We were washed in the blood of Christ -- what more pre-
paration do we need? We are becoming more and nore beautiful to our
heavenly bridegroom, for we are His "glorious church without spot or
wrinkle." :

Ia view of this gloriocus hope, John wrote these words, "Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God (would God leave His sons here to be punished
with the world of iniquity?)...and it doth not yet appear what we shall
_ be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see hin as he is."™ There is our hope; our promisel

Look over Scriptural prominence, Scripturel precedents, and the
multitude of Scriptural promises, and you can reach the conclusion eas-
ily: Jesus Christ is coning for His bloocd-bought Church before the
Tribulation, for He has not appointed us to wrath, but to salvation
through His Own precious blood}

L)

 (Stenographically reported by Marjorie Stutzman, '44).
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vesg.17,18:
vses.1l9,20:

ve.21:

vs.1l:

vgs.2-"7:

vs.8:

vs.9:

ve, 10:

ve.ll:
vs.12:
vs.1l3:

vs.l4:

The eventh and last vial 1s poured out, and with 1t comes
a climaxing spasm from nature.

Includéd in this outburst 1ls the greatest earthquake of
all the earth's ages -- an earthguake so great that many
cities fall, and 1islands and mountains are moved. The
events of this seventh vial seem to occur concurrently
with the gathering of the nations for Armageddon, and per-
haps extend until the coming of the Son of Man.

Along with the other natural phenomena come hallstones of
one hundred pounds' weight; but because of the darkness of
their hearts, men continue to blaspheme God.

CH. 17: The Woman on the Beast

"one of the seven angels" -- By this we know that the vial
angels will be somehow related to the Jjudgment of Eabylon.
In these verses we have a vivid description of the mystery
woman, Babylon the Great. From this description we con-
clude that she 1s symbolicel of the false , deceptlive cults
and religions of all time. Consider:
a. She has been related to the kings of the earth,
particularly of the seven great world empires.
b. She has made the inhabitants of the earth "drunk"
with her perniclous teachings.
c. She 1s gssoclated with the beast who is full of
the names of. blasphemy.
d. She is drunken with the bleod of seints and mar-
tyrs.
e. She has reigned over the peoples and nations of
the earth.
Our attention now is directed to the beast upon whom the
women rides. We see here both the beast's origin, and
his final destiny. Hils mysterious semi-eternal character-
istics bewilder the inhabitants of the earth, except for
those whose names are written in the Book of Life.
"seven heads...mountains" -- Both are symbolical of king-
doms and rulership. These are the same kingdoms seen 1in
Ch. 13. _
"five are fallen" -- Early Bebylonian, Assyrian, Later Baby-
lonian, Medo-Persian, and Greclan.
"one is" —-- Roman Empire, which was existent as John re-
celved the vision. i
"the other is not yet come" -- Revived Roman Empire. The
reign of this empire is only for "a short space."
The Antichrist, who is doomed to perdition, 1s an eighth
king, yet is of the seven.
Again, the ten-kingdom confederacy which has power "as
kings one hour with the beast."
As shown before, these ten are in a national coalition,
and inspired by Setan, they gladly forfeilt all theilr power
and strength in support of the beast.
It is this final world government under the sway of the
beast which rises to "make war with the Lamb."  Just as
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V8153

i1s shown several times in Daniel, the Lamb is mightlly
victorious.,

Further explanation concerning the woman and her seat of
power.

vss.16-18:The former kings of the earth have been subject to the

vss.l-3:

vss.4-8:

woman, but because the Beast desires that the world's wor-
ship shall be directed toward himself, he destroys the
woman through the medium of his ten petty rulers. Thus
"the words of God shall be fulfilled," as evil paradoxic-
ally destroys evil.

CH. 18: Babylon's Fall

We studied, in ch. 17, of the fall of spiritual Babylon;
now, in ch. 18 we read of Babylon a%ain, in the double
declaration, "is fallen, is fallen," but apparently now
our view is of the secondary phase of her fall -- the
fall ef commercial Babylon.

A voice from heaven mentlons briefly her sins, and asks
that she be punished "double according to her works."
"her plagues come in one day" -- Words showlng the sud-
denness and completeness of her fall are repeated several
times in the chapter: wvss. 10,17,19.

ves.9-19: When spiritual Babylon fell, the kings of the earth re-

joiced; but at the fall of commercial Babylon "the kings
of the earth...bewail her," and "the merchants of the
earth shall weep and mourn over her." The destruction of
spiritual BRabylon by the ten kings 1s a lengthy orgy; this
destruction of commercial Babylon is "in one hour."

ves.20-24:Her destruction is to be complete and irrevocable; and the

VSS.l"S.

vse.4-6:

- PR

vss.8,9:

apostles, prophets, and heavens are told to rejoicé in her
fall, for in her, too, "was found the blood of prophets,
and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth."
The love of commerce and business has long held first
place in men's hearts, but now the center of their affec-
tion has been destroyed. Thus we have further preparation
for the Millenium, and the centering of all minds upon
Christ.

CH. 19: Marriage Feast and Armageddon

Babylon has now been completely destroyed, and the multi-
tudes in heaven rejoice, and worship God.

The worship and praise continues and increases, not only
because of Bebylon's destruction, dbut now because the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb is come, &and the bride 1is reedy.
By its position h-re in Revelation, we may conclude that the
marriage supper of the Lamb takes place near the end of the
Tribulation period, only shortly before the revelation of
Christ at Armageddon.

The purity, holiness, and righteousness of the Bride 1is
shown here —- a glorious spotless Church, washed 1n the
blood of the Lamb.
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vss.10-16:The Son of God appears now, ready for the conflict with

the hosts of Satan who have gathered in the Valley of Me-
giddo. The Day of the Lord is come, «nc scon the world

is to enter upon its Millenieal Sabbath of peace under the
King of Kings and Lorcd of Lords.

Here it is that the kingdoms of the earth are to be crushed
to powder by the Stone cut out without hands. This is the
-revelation of Christ which concludes the Tribulation per-
iod. Read Matt.24:27-31; Jude 14,15; 2 Thess.2:8.

vss.1l7-21:The victory of righteousness is quick and complete, and the

'vss.l—3:

VSe4e

#88: 5,61

va8.7,8:

vs.9:

vs.1l0:

armies of the Anti-christ are disposed of rapidly by the
scavengers of the air. The beast and False Prophet are
both cast alive into the lake of fire (Dan.7:11).

CH. 20: The Final Events

The beast and false prophet are disposed of at Armageddon,
but the arch-enemy, the dragon, escapes that fate. Short-
ly after Armageddon an angel binds Saten and easts him in-
to the bottomless pit, where he lies bound for the 1,000
years of the Millenium.

During this Millenial reign of Christ the saints sit as
co-regents, including the martyrs of the latter half of
the Tribulation period.

The two resurrections suggested in Daniel 12:2; John 5:29;
Luke 14:14; etc., are here clearly cefined. The first
resurrection, that of the Just, occurs before the Tribu-
lation; while the second resurrection, of the Unjust, pre-
cedes the Great White Throne jucgment.

At the completion of the joyous, heavenly Millenial reign,
Satan is loosed for a little season. He goes forth "to
deceive the nations" and succeeds in collecting together

a mighty army " the number of whom is as the sand of the
sea."

Here is the climaxing example of the corruption and de-
pravity of the human heart: After knowing what the reign
of Satan means, znd after enjoying one thousand years of
Edenic happiness uncer Christ's righteous hand, and innum-
erable host of menkind will follow after Satan in rebell-
ion against Christ!

Their attempt against the szints can hardly be termed a
battle, for they zre momenterily destroyed by fire from
heaven. .

Now Satan is forced to join his two cohorts in the lake

of fire, where they suffer eternal torment.

vss.1ll-15:Following this the wicked dead are raised in the second

resurrection, to appear in judgment before the Great White
Throne. Finally- death and hell and "whospever was not
found written in the book of life" are all cast into the
lake of fire ~-- the seconc death,
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CH. 21: The New Jerusalem

vs.l: "new heaven and 2 new earth" -- The former creation has
been defiled by sin, and must be removed before the begin-
ning of the endless age of righteousness. (Cf. 2 Peter
3:10-13). Then will be introducec the new heaven ancd new
carth -- the perfect creation. More perfect even, will it
be, than the Edenic, for "there was no more seca." (The
sea brings always to our minds pictures of unrest, sepera-

: tion, canger, anc death). ' '

vss.2-4s The joyous, eternal life is here briefly, but effectively,
described. No more pein, death, sorrow, nor crying, for
these are among the "former things" which are passed away.
Instead the tabernacle of God is with men, and God and man
enjoy the perfect communion relationship that God has e-
ternally desired.

It has been reasonably suggested by many Bible scholars
that since the Yew Jerusalem is inhabited by the bride,
the new earth will be inhabited by the saved of the Mill-
enium,

vss.5-8: Here is ti.e offer, and the contrasting results -- the wa-
ter of life is free, and if received, will bring eternal
life; those who instead continue in their wickedness are
condemned to the second death, the lake of fire.
"It is done"-- Christ's cry on Calvary, "It is finished,"
is now repeated by the Father, for the redemption purchased
at the Cross is realized completely in the Triumphant hea-
venly scenes of Revelation 21 anc 22.

vs.9: One of the vial angels, who apparently is a2 redeemed man
(19:10; 22: 2,9), calls John to show him the bride.

vss.10-14:Because a city is macde up of its inhabitants, the New
Jerusalem is referrec to several times as the bride. To
the La mb, that is the greatest beauty of the Eternal Ci-
ty == the inhabitants, who make up the body of the blood-
receemed bride.

Since no reference is made to the city's description as
being a "wonder" or M®sign," we may unhesitatingly conclude
that the description is the literel beauty of a literel,
eternal city, inhabited by an eternal race.

Undoubtedly meny of the beauties of the city will typify
a nd remincd us of our salvetion, just as the articles of
the 01ld Testament Tabernacle precicted in sign lenguage

this same great sa lvation.

"twelve gates...twelve founda tions" (vss.1l2,14) -- Here,
again, we¢ are remindecd that this city is to be inhabited
by both Old and New Testament saints, just as the four
and twenty elders (eh. 4) showed us that both are included in
the rapture.

vss.15-21:The City Foursquare! Fifteen hundred miles long, broad,
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vs.22:
vs.23:
vss.24-26:
vs.27:

vss.1l=-8:

vss.9-16:

ve.17:
ves.18,19:

ves.20,21:

and high, here the cube shows in actuality the perfect
communion with God that was predicted in type by the 0ld
Testament Holy of Holies. Expense will be no worry here,
for He Who owns the cattle on a thousand hills and the
fortunes hidden in the earth and sea will make His con-
crete and building blocks of the articles the world terms
preclious Jewels. The salnts of God who gladly sacrificed
such finery for the Kingdom's sake, in that day will prob-
ably reminisce over their sacrifices with a smile as they
walk on transparent gold streets. Then we will see in
right proportion the comparison of eartiily riches and
eternal values.

No place of worship will be necessary, for the object of
our worship will be among us.

Not only artificial light, but even the natural firmament,
will be unnecessary. N

These verses likely refer to the inhablitants of the new
earth.

Pure and perfect as only God can make 1it, here 1« the
eternal home of those whose names by grace "are written
in the Lamb's boek of life."

CH. 22: He Cometh!

The description continues into the final chapter of the
book, and after viewing the city with John, it would seem
difficult to return to the present.

"water of life...tree of life...healing of the natlons...
no more curse...throne of God and the Lamb...no night.s.
there...the Lord God giveth them light..." -- but to the
earnest children of God who have prayed so often for a
clearer glimpse of their Lord, the most appealing eand
blessed promise of all is in the words, "And they shall
see hig face.,..'

The imminence of His return is the message of these verses.
The return is so near that John is instructed, "Seal not
the sayings of the prophecy...for the time is at hand."

A finel loving, all-inclusive invitation to COME.

The great importance of this book 1s made more impressive
b:: these last admonitions to leesve the book exactly as 1t
has been gilven.,

"I come quickly" -- For the third time in this brief clos-
ing chapter, the Lord repeats these words. This time John
adds his personal pruyer, the preyer of God's own for all
ages,

"Even so, Come, Lord Jesus!"



