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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF PAUL

Next to Jesus Christ Himself, no living man accomplished more for God than
did the apostlc Paul, Yhat a rebuke his life is to the lazy, ease-loving, rocking
chair type of christianity which is so much in evidence todayt

Few men have mad more education and human ability on which to rely than did
Paul, yot few if any have so completely placed natural talcnts and abilitios a&b the
disposal of the Holy Spirih.

Few men, if any. werc besct with more difficultics of temperamont and make=-up,
With morc prossure and surnin from eireumstances, sufferings, and persccutions
thon was this pighty man of God, yet none were morc victorious over them alls

Again, it is unlikcly that any man, aside from the Lord Josus was as well=
rounded, balanced, and versatile in the roalm of spiritual things than was tho
indomitable apostle to the Gentilos,

If we arc to understond the opistles which he wrote and without which wo
could not cither understand or apply the Christianity and truths of rcdomption
found in thc gospcls, then vwie must of nccessity known sonothing of the lifc of
this man Poul- Poul as onorgetic as Poter, as contemplative as John; Poul the nighty
champoin of truc spiritual frcodom; Poul o groater proacher thon Chrysostom the
Golden tongued orator; a greeter missionary than Xavier or Carcy or lartyn; o
greator reformer than Luthor; a greator organizor than Wesley; a groater thoologian
than St. lhomas of Aquinus or l'inncy; Poul the Spirit-filled slave of the Lord
Josus @sist,

Io SLUL'S EARLY LIFE AI'D TRAINING. Phile3:4~6; Acts 22:3; 2 Core.ll:22,

1l Born and spent carly years in Tarsus, hc&thcnbcapital'of “jlicia ond
center of commeréinl conterprisc and political poviors “orn about 3 AlD.

2. &t the age of five probebly began to study Seriptures with parents at
home and cven before this would have learned spocial Scripturcs such as Doute6:4-9;
11:13+27; HNunbe15:37-41,

3e Lt six hc cntered the Rabbinical school,

4, 4t 12 or 13 ho would be confirmed and become o "Son of tho Law," by spec-
ial cxamination and ceremony and adnitted asfull fledged monber of the synagoguce
54 During his schooling he studied under Gamalicl, the greatest Jowish

teacher of the times, and was doubtless destined to become a rabbis
6o Saul spoke Greck, Aramaic, and also had a knowledge of the classical
Hebrow which wosno longer a spoken langudgcs

7« A&ccording to his owm record in Phil.3, he Wa5 ===

oe Circumciscd when eight days old,

be Tho son of Jowish parcnts who wereo mombers of the tribo of Bonjamine

ce Yct along with all this he was o frocborn Roman citizone Acts 22:28

de & pharisce of tho strictost scete (Thore worc mony classes of Phar-
isccse Saul belonged to the "Tell me anything moro to do and I'll do it" class.
Thorc vas an old tradition that if one person could only for onc day kcep the
whole Law ond offend not in onc point thon - so the Rabbis taught- the troubles
of Isracl would be cnded andthe licssiah would comce Paul was of the type of
Phariscc who attenpted to attain to thiss)

ce Blamcless concerning the Low of lioscs

de ALrdontly zealous in disposition as manifested by the way in which ho
opposcd and perscoutcd the Christian whom ho considored as the cncmics of God and

of rightcousncsse
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ITI« SLUL'S CONVERSIONe. Aacts 9:1=19,

le Saul may have boen presont and listoned to Stephon's irresistible argu-
nents and spirit when opposed by certain Jowse Acts 6:9-11,

2. 1If he wos @ nember of the Jowish Senhedrin (There is good cvidence in
favor of thise 4ots 8:1; 22:20; 26:10.) ho was undoubtedly affocted by Stophen's
unansworable sormon of dcfonsce fhots 7:1-53.

5 3+ Ho witnessod tho doath of Stephon, having voted in favor of it. Aots ¥:58;
tde

4, Undoubtedly as a rcsult of what he had witncssod he began to be troubled
end ocamo undor conviction which at first ho did not undoerstand, This conviction
causcd him to rcdouble his offorts to stem the tide of Christianity and to por-
secute Christ's followers. dicts 8:3.

S5¢ With this ond in viow hc starts for Damascus and having loisurc timo as he
travelod in which to think, hc thinks about Stophon's tostimony and victorious
dcathe icts 9:1-3,

6e Spitton with conviction he "falls undor the power", reccives a personal
nessege from Josus, roalizos now that tho Yosus whom ho has persccuted is nonc othor
than the Christ the Mossiah of Isracl, Ho yiolds wholo hoartodly to the Yord but
is dpprived of his sight duc to tho brightness of the hcavenly light and is lodby
others into Damascus whorc for thrco days he is so overwhelmed by his oxpcrience
and so nuch in praycr that he docs not cat or drink for threc dayse A4cts 9:3~9,

7e 4nonios is sc nt to him, lays hands on hin and praysfor him; he reccives
his sight, is baptized in tho Spirit (Wo infor this though it is not montionod)
and then baptized in wators

III. S.UL'S (CTIVITIES FOLLOWING CONVERSIOH.

‘he oxact order of cvents in Saul's life following conversion is to some
cxtont debatables The nost probeble order, hoviover, is as follows:

l. TImncdiately aftor conversion Poul goes into Lrabia whero he spont quite
& long period of timo, praying, wditing on God, studying the Word in the light of
his new cxporicncese It is not likely that Poul would have irmmediately bogun to
proach since his whole systen of theology had to be roviscds ¥e cannot imagine
what o tremendous adjustnent and roevolution must have teken plecc in his life fol=-
lowing conversion Goale 1315-17

2¢ He roturns fron 4Lrobic to Damascus where he begins to preach the gospel
but is lcd to leave the city duc to the fact that opposing Jows sought to kill
hine Gole 1:17-19 and icts 9:20

3s The disciples in Jerasalen weorce suspicious of the former Christian hater
but Barnabas vouches for him and introduccs hin to the apostles Peter and Janes.
Gole 1:18-19 and icts 9:26-27.

4, Saul proaches in Jcrusalen but violont porsccution scts in and he is
warncd of God to lcave Jermsalen and is conducted from the city back to his honc
tovm Tarsus in Cilciae 4cts 9:27=30; Gale 1:21; icts 22:1721,

5o ¥hilc paul disappcars from tho scene for sonic ycars (fron five to seven)
God's progron roves one Sonc of the Christians who were scattered as a rosult
of pcrsccution in Jermsalem scttled in intioch and began to preach to the Grocks
who livced therce 4 great rovival broke out and the oxecutive brethren at General
Council Headgquartcrs in Jerusalem sent Barnabas up to iAntioch to supcrintend the
situatione Barnabas being a wisc men and a nman of vision rcalized the necd of an
assistant who was qualificd to ministor to thc Gentilese 4t once the Lord brings
Saul to his minde He proceeds to Tarsus, cnlists Paul and rcturns with hin ‘o
hintioch vhorc thoy minister together for a whole ycare Aacts 11:19-30.

6e ngobas, o prophct from Jerusalon conmes to iantioch and while there rc-
ceives a Vord of Wisdom, predicting a great fanine, Vhen the faminc canc the
Christiams in Jerusclenm were cspecially hard hit, and the Christians of fZ%? Z
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antioch assenbly decide to send thom an offering appointing Barnabas and Saul
to carry this offeringes This thcy do and then return to intioch taking with then
a young ren nancd John Marke, siots 11:27-30; 12:25

IVe SAUL'S DIVINE COMI'ISSION AFD FIRST NISSIONARY JOURNEY.

l, The timc comes when the lecders of the church at Antioch which becane
the nissionary headquartors of the Goneral Council of Assemblics of the First
Century were led by the Holy Spirit to send Peul and Barnabes and young John lark
out on & nissionary tour. Acts 13:4 to 14:28,

V. THE I'EETING OF THE FRST GENERAL COUNCIL. Acts 15,

A great doctrinal controvursy wriscs in the church which throatens the very
lifc, powcr, and existence of the churche Certain ricn were teaching that sal-
vation was by grace plus law (that onc nust be circuncized in order to be saved),
Ieny of the leeders of the church seored inclined at first to sharc this vicwe
‘any werc uncertain and shakye. Poul, standing alonc, absolutcly insisted that
selvation was by grace clone and pointed to his ministry arong the Gontiles in
confirmaotion of his vicw, Bad it not boen for his unconpronising stand the
Pentecostal lovenent of the First Century would have degencroted into o purcly
Jurish scet and would have dried up and blovmn away spiritually. For additional
information sce Gal, 2:1-21,

VI, PAUL'S SECOND IMISC IONARY JOURNEY.

This journcy is described in icts 15:35 to 18:22 and covered a distance of
about 3500 1nilcs which in thosc days was o terrific undertakinge. Paul and Bar-
nabas disegroe over the matter of taking liark with them and part ways, hark
going with Barnabas and Silas replacing Barnabas as Paul's co-iorkor,

VII. PAULS THIRD NISSIONALRY JOURIEY,

This final journey is relatcd in 18:23 to 21:15 and covercd a poriod of
about four yearse. it the ond of this trip instcad of rcturning to untiochas
usual, Paul is led of the Spirit to go on to Jeruscler: not withstanding the foct
that prophctic utterances viarn hin that danger aweits him thercee

VIII. P.UL V' ITHDStES BEFORE RULDRS Chse 22 to 26

IX., PAUL'S VOYAGE TO ROIE Chs. 27 ond 28,
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