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PREFACE

Interest in this subject was first raised when the
writer's attention was drawn to the deviatory teachings of
William Henry Offiler during a series of mid-week Bible
studies at the Brighton Assemblies of God Church, Seattle,
Washington. The writer discovered that among the members
of his congregation there were a number who had been in-
fluenced by the teachings of William Offiler while they
were members and students at the Bethel Temple church and
its Bible School. Preliminary research on this subject was
done in connection with a graduate course in Special Problems
in Eschatology at the Northwest Bible College during the
spring of 1958.

Grateful acknowledgements are hereby made to Mrs.
Hildah Offiler for her assistance in providing the writer
with four of her husband's personal notebooks and much of
the information presented in the biographical sketch and
elsewhere as indicated throughout the paper; to Rev. and Mrs.
C. Joe McKnight; Rev. and Mrs. Louis Johnsonj; Rev. and Mrs.
Otto Jantz; Rev. W. W. Patterson, Sr.j; and Mr. Harold
Amundson for their kindness in providing information
necessary to this paper in personal interviews; to Mr.
Burton Gibson and Mrs. Grace Anderson for furnishing the

writer with their notes taken while students at the Bethel



vi
Temple Bible School; to Professor Robert Chandler Dalton,
graduate program advisor and thesis counselor, for his many
hours of patient assistancej; to the thesis committee for
their assistance and consideration; and to my wife Mary
Elisabeth for her understanding and encouragement and for
her invaluable assistance in the typing and preparatioh of

this paper,

Calvin David Jones
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Pentecostal revival, with its emphasis on the im-
minent return of Christ, has contributed its part to the
growing interest among Christians concerning the doctrines
of eschatology. Among those who shared this special inter-
est were some who did not have a formal theological training.
It was almost inevitable that among them, there would be
those who would arrive at conclusions wnich were at variance
with the generally accepted views of orthodox Protestant
theology and dispensational fundamentalism. William Henry
Offiler, Pentecostal leader in the Pacific Northwest, and
Paétor of Bethel Temple in Seattle, Washington was one of
these men.

William Offiler claimed to base his views upon spe-
cial revelations and prophetic insight. Within his doctrinal
system he developed a unique and complex apocalyptic escha-
tology, which seems to have been influenced by his views on
the Trinity. Offiler's views on the Trinity deviated from
orthodox Protestant theology. His views on eschatology de-
viated from orthodox Protestant theology and dispensational

fundamentalism.



I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Purpose of the thesis. The purpose of this thesis is:

(1) to examine the possible determinants of Offiler's devia-
tory views, and (2) to investigate his deviatory views on the
Trinity in relation to their influence on his deviatory es-

chatological views.

Importance of the study. Due to Offiler's influence

upon the Pentecostal movement in the Pacific Northwest and
some areas of the foreign mission field, and because his

teachings have certainly influenced some of his followers,
through whom his teachings are being perpetuated, the sub-

ject of this paper has importance.1

Limits of the study. There will be no attempt to
review all of Offiler's theology, but rather to confine the
discussion to the areas where he deviated from the orthodox
Protestant position on his views of the Trinity and from
dispensational fundamentalism in the area of eschatology.2

For the purpose of this paper the discussion of Offiler's

influence will be confined to his relationship within the

lsee Appendix A, for a discussion of Offiler's life
and influence upon the Pentecostal movement.

28ee pp. 3, 4, for a definition of orthodox Protes-
tant theology and dispensational fundamentalism.



Pentecostal movement.3
II. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Orthodox Protestant theology. Orthodox Protestant

theology in this paper represents the basic doctrines of the
Church since New Testament times such ast belief in the
divine inspiration of the Scriptures; the self-revelation of
God eternally existing in three Persons--Father, Son, and
Holy Spirity salvation by grace through faith in the redemp-
tive work of Christ; the physical resurrection of Christj the
resurrections of the righteous unto everlasting life and the
damned unto everlasting punishment; and the consummation of
the age, with the appearing of the '"new heavens and new

earth."”

Dispensational fundamentalism. By dispensational

fundamentalism is meant that school of Biblical interpreta-
tion which divides the economy of time into seven periods

from eternity to eternity. This is a viewpoint held by

3For a discussion of some of the eschatological views
held by the Pentecostal movement, see Frank M. Boyd, Ages
and Dispensations (Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House,
n.d. ). Cf., Bibliography for other Pentecostal writers:
P. C. Nelson, Myer Pearlman, Ralph M. Riggs.

l+For a presentation of the post-apostolic and reform=-
ation orthodox doctrines see the creeds of Nicea and Chal-
cedon, Luther's catechism, and the Augsburg and Westminister
confessions.



many conservative Christians, and also by Pentecostal

groups.5

Deviatory views. Those views which differ from the

orthodox Protestant position and from dispensational funda-

mentalism will be considered as being deviatory.

Pentecostal movement. The Pentecostal movement, as

referred to in this paper, is that twentieth century revival

movement which is marked by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

upon Christian believers as accompanied by charismatic mani-
festations (cf., Acts 23 I Corinthians 12, 14), especially
that part of this revival movement known as the General

Council of the Assemblies of God.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The "baptism in the

Holy Spirit" is the bestowal upon the Christian of a special

anointing of the Holy Spirit for power and service accom-

panied by a glossolalial manifestation.6

5For a discussion of the fundamentalist dispensation-
al views on eschatology, see J. Dwight Pentecost, Things To
Come (Findlay, Ohio: Dunham Publishing Company, 1958); cf.,
footnote 3, p. 3.

6For a discussion of the modern Pentecostal movement
see Robert Chandler Dalton, Tongues Like as of Fire (Spring-
field, Mo.s Gospel Pub. House, 1942); cf., Carl Brumback,
Suddenly . . . From Heaven (Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Pub.
House, 1961).




ITI. METHODS OF PROCEDURE

The presentation in this paper will be descriptive
rather than polemic in nature. 1In discussing the doctrines
of eschatology as held by Offiler, it is assumed that the
generally accepted position is that held by the fundamental-

ist dispensational school of thought.

Organization of the investigation. In chapter two
Offiler's deviatory views on the Trinity will be examined.
Chapter three will be given to an examination of Offiler's
deviatory eschatological views. 1In the fourth chapter the
possible determinants of Offiler's deviatory views will be
examined. The fifth chapter will be a discussion of the
inter-relationship and counter-influence between Offiler's
deviatory Trinitarian views, his deviatory eschatological
views, and the determinants of those views. In addition to
the main body of the thesié, a biographical sketch of William
Henry Offiler will be presented in Appendix A, Offiler's
dispensational charts will appear in Appendix B, and the
Doctrinal Statement of the Bethel Temple Bible School will be

set forth in Appendix C.

Sources used. The sources listed in the bibliography

include 507 pages of printed text by Offiler, 224 pages of

mimeographed, typewritten, and hand-written notes by Offiler,



and 294 pages of notes by Offiler's associates and some of

his students. Of the above there were five main sources:

Offiler's books (1) God and His Bible or the Harmonies of
Divine Revelation; (2) God and His Name; (3) The Majesty of

the Symbol or Bible Astronomy; and (4) The Seventy Weeks; and

(5) Offiler's personal notes as copied by McKnight./
Reference is made to, and quotations are taken from
twenty-five books and three periodicals with articles by
various authors other than Offiler. Seventeen other books
were used as sources for background reading in connection
with the research for this paper. In addition to the above
mentioned sources, information was obtained through personal
interviews with ten individuals who had been closely associ=-

ated with Offiler.

General comments on the use of sources. Although

Offiler published several books, pamphlets, a profusion of
mimeographed notes, and a monthly magazine, there were areas
of information necessary to this thesis which could be ob-

tained only through personal interviews. For example, he

7William Henry Offiler, God and His Bible or the Har-
monies of Divine Revelation (Seattle: Bethel Temple, Inc.,
19%46); Offiler, God and His Name (Seattle: published by the
author, 1932); Offiler, The Majesty of the Symbol or Bible
Astronomy (Seattle: published by the author, 1933); Offiler,
The Seventy Weeks (Seattle: published by the author, n.d.)j;
C. Joe McKnight, "Offiler's Notes" (Seattles Offiler's per-

sonal notes copied by McKnight, n.d.). (Typewritten.)




left no published autobiography, nor any written record of
his mystical experiences, nor any history of his ministry.
The scope of his influence could be pieced together only
from information obtained through personal interviews. This
never can be fully reported due to the fact that many who
were influenced by his pulpit ministry, radio ministry, and
missionary program were in other churches or moved away from
the Seattle area. Furthermore, while his writings contained
some indication as to his ideas concerning the "Manchild" of
Revelation chapter twelve, his mystical experiences, the in-
fluence of the "New Issue" problem upon his Trinitarian
views, and the influence of his daughter's death upon his
views on heaven, it was left to personal interviews to pro-
vide confirmation concerning the findings reported in con-

nection with his beliefs on these subjects.



CHAPTER ITI
THE TRINITARIAN VIEW OF WILLIAM HENRY OFFILER

Tt was in regard to the Trinity that the first of
Offiler's deviations from orthodox Protestant theology oc=-
curreds As his deviant Trinitarian views are inter-related
with his views on water baptism it is necessary to examine

these views in this same chapter.
I. OFFILER'S AGREEMENT WITH ORTHODOX PROTESTANT THEOLOGY

William Offiler did not leave a personal statement of
doctrinal beliefs, nor does Bethel Temple have a formal doc-
trinal statement. The only formal statement that exists
which represents the doctrinal beliefs of Offiler is that
which appears in the catalogue of Bethel Temple Bible
School.l That doctrinal statement shows Offiler's agreement
with orthodox Protestant theoiogy in regard to the Trinity:

2. [We believe/ In the One true Self-existent,

Eternal, Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Immutable Triune
God, Creator of heaven and earth.2

lsee Appendix C, p. 111 , for the complete "Doctrinal
Statement"™ of the Bethel Temple Bible School.

2Bethel Temple Bible School Catalogue, 1960~1961
"Doctrinal Statement" (Seattle: Bethel Temple Bible School,
1960), p. 14%. According to Pastor C. Joe McKnight, this is
the only formal doctrinal statement of Bethel Temple, and it
would represent the beliefs of W. H. Offiler (McKnight, per-
sonal interview, December 29, 1961.)



Offiler's acceptance of the orthodox Protestant view
of the Trinity is clearly seen from the following statement:
The God whom we worship is always revealed in His
Word as Threefold in His Nature and Being. Never!--
from the first word of the Book of Genesis to the last
word in the Book of Revelation is the God of the Bible
manifested as the singular, solitary numeral, or number
ONE. The Oneness of God is NOT numerical! He is a one-
ness of thought and purpose! A Oneness of Ministry and
Love. It is a Oneness of holy accord and harmony, and
we repeat that the Oneness of God is NEVER numerical.
He never means the number ONE.3
Offiler did not confuse the unique personality of
each member of the Godhead: "While representing God as One
it /the Bible/ ascribes perfect Deity to all Three. The
Father is Divine - A separate being. The Son is Divine - A
distinct personality. The Holy Spirit is Divine - A dis-
tinct Person. "4
Offiler reasoned that "The Threeness of the Godhead is
demanded by the Law. The perfection of Testimony is in the
mouth of Three! If Jehovah was not Threefold in His nature
and Being He could not fulfill His own commandment."> He

also recognized the distinction of substance in the Godhead,

3God and His Name, pe 5. Because of his deviatory
views on the Trinity and water baptism, Offiler was accused
of being "Jesus Only." This he emphatically denied.
YMcKnight, "Offiler's Notes," p. 6k.

5God and His Bible, p. 16.



10
and held to the equality of the oneness of essence of the
Trinity. "The attributes of the Godhead are applied to all

alike. Tn the same measure. . . ."6
II. OFFILER'S DEVIATION FROM ORTHODOX PROTESTANT THEOLOGY

The celestial symbols of the Godhead. Offiler believ-

ed that the subject of the Trinity should not be studied
separate from the typical creations, and that too great an
emphasis could not be laid on this suggestion.7 By "typical
creations" he meant the sun, the moon, and the stars, which
he considered to be celestial symbols of the Godhead. Be-
ginning with the sun as the created manifestation of God the
Father, Offiler proceeded to construct an elaborate and in-
ter-twined symbology. He asserted that the moon is the ce-
lestial symbol of the Son, and the stars are symbolic of the
Holy Spirit. "In other words, the Sun, the Moon, and the
Stars are the divinely created symbols of the family of God
n8

in the Heavensy, . . « .

6McKnight, op. cite., Pe 65. In this statement
Offiler claimed that the attributes of God are shared "in the
same measure" by each Person of the Godhead, but in his book
The Majesty of the Symbol (p. 16) he makes distinctions in
the specific attributes of the members of the Trinity.

7God and His Name, p. 193 God and His Bible, p. 38.

——— S— o — ——— ) =



11
The colors of the Trinity. Offiler's book The Majesty

of the Symbol is dedicated to the subjeect of Biblical symbol-
ism, as interpreted by Offiler to bear upon the Trinity, and
as he relates this symbology to his dispensational system.
To each celestial symbol of the Trinity--the sun, moon, and
stars--0ffiler assigned a respective color.? The color of
the Father is "golden yellow," standing for lightj; that of
the Son is "crimson red," representing the atonement; and
that of the Holy Spirit is "heavenly blue," representing
heaven.lO0 He based his selection of these colors upon the
three primary colors of the spectrum:
The Rainbow . . . the Bow of Promise contains 3 dis-
tinet colors, Golden yellow, crimson red, and heavenly

blue, a marvelous type [Eymbog7 of the Godhead bodily
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.ll

9The Majesty of the Symbol, pp. 21, 22.

10This symbolism was portrayed in the sanctuary

of Bethel Temple. Until 1961 there hung on the wall behind
the platform of Bethel Temple three large signs constructed
of plywood and neon lights. A large disk, painted yellow,
hung on the left side, and over the center there was another
disk painted red. To the right there hung three six-pointed
Davidic stars painted blue. It is interesting that he used
the Davidic star as a symbol of the Holy Spirit, rather than
as a symbol of Christ, the Son of David. Until the remodel-
ing of Bethel Temple in January of 1962 a Davidic star, with
the name of Bethel Temple upon it, was affixed to the facade
of the building at Second and Lenora Streets. See Appendix

A, op. 105, '106.

llBurton Gibson, "Notes taken from Offiler's lec-
tures," November 30, 1939; cf., The Majesty of the Symbol,
P 2ka v
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Ihe Trinity and the triads of Scripture. To Offiler

there appeared the probability that there existed some sym-
bolic relationship between the various triads of the Scrip-
tures and the Trinity.l2 Among these triads he listed in
addition to the sun, moon, and stars, the followings: (1)
the three storied Ark of Noahj (2) the three fathers of
Israel--Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; (3) the three angels--
Gabriel (whom he identified as the angelic manifestation of
the Holy Spirit), Michael (whom he identified as Christ),
and the Angel of the Lord (whom he identified as the "Lord-
Jesus-Christ") whom, it is assumed, he meant to be represent-
ative of the Father aione;l3 (4) the three measures of meal
which Sarah baked for the visiting angels as celebrated in

the Afirkomen of the Passover; (5) the Mercy-seat with its

120ffiler seemed willing to go to almost any extrem-
ity to carry out the pattern of threeness of the Godhead.
E.g.y in Offiler's reference to Moses' rod there is an il-
lustration of his employment of mixed symbolism: "It was
this same Rod which Moses threw on the ground (Ex. 4:1-4) and
which became the serpent, which, in Bible symbology, is the
Devil! From this serpent Moses fled until he heard the Voice
of God commanding him to take it by the tail. This he did,
and immediately the serpent became the Rod. This rod, in
passing through the various phases of its divine operations,
is, in itself, a complete type of the Godhead Bodily, for
first of all it becomes, under Divine Authority, the Rod of
God." (God and His Name, p. 51). Thus, in the space of
four sentences, he has the same rod, in its serpentine form,
representing the Devil, and then in turn representing "the
Godhead Bodily."

13God and His Bible, pp. 92-9k.
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two Cherubim of Glory; (6) the contents of the Ark of the
Covenant--the tablets of the Law, the pot of manna, and the
fruit-bearing'rod; (7) the three witnesses required by the
} Law; (3) the three feasts of Israel--the Passover, Pentecost,
and Tabernacles; (9) the three days and nights (a) that Jonah
spent in the belly of the fish, (b) and the three days that
Christ spent in the tombjlY (10) the three coverings of the
Tabernacle; (11) the triune manifestation of the Godhead at
the baptism of Jesus in Jordan--the voice (symbolic of the
Father), the Son, and the Dove (symbolic of the Holy Spirit);
(12) the High Priest, the Urim, and the Thummimj; (13) the
three applications of the oil in the cleansing of lepers
(Lev. 14:25); (14) in Moses' rod, the rock which he smote,
and the "living waters" which flowed from the rock (Ex. 17:
5-7); et. al..15

One other triad Offiler considered as symbolic of the

Trinity and the respective dispensations which he assigned to

each member of the Godhead is taken from I John 5:7, 8.

140ffiler had his own chronology concerning the Pas-
sion Week; See God and His Bible, pp. 90, 913 W. H. Offiler,
The Resurrection (Seattle: published by the author, n.d.),
pp. 16, 17, 29. Cf., Louis Johnson, "The Last Week of Our
Lord" (Seattle: The Little Chapel, n.d.). (Mimeographed.)j;
Louis Johnson, "Did Christ Go Into Hell?" (Seattle: pub-
lished by the author, n.d.). (Mimeographed.)

15God and His Bible, pp. 45, 463 God and His Name,
pp. 56, 57.
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For there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three
are one., And there are three that bear witness in
earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and
these three agree in one. (KJV)

Offiler ignored the sequence of these verses and iden-

tified the Father with the water; the Son (the Word) with the
blood; and the spirit with the Holy Ghost.16 To pair them
according to their sequence as set forth in this Scripture
would destroy his pattern by eross-association of his

various symbolisms: the Father would be paired with the
Spirit; the Son (the Word) would be paired with the water;

and the Holy Ghost would be paired with the blood.l7

The Name of the Trinity. Offiler worked out a de=-

tailed exposition, claiming that the words "Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost" are not the proper name of God, but titles, and
that the name of the Trinity is "Lord-Jesus-Christ. "18 Lord,
claimed Offiler, is the name of the Father; Jesus is the
name of the Sonj; and Christ is the name of the Holy Spirit:
The Father God has a definite Name, the LORD! The

Son has a definite Name, JESUS. The Holy Spirit has a
definite Name, the CHRIST.

16God and His Bible, pp. 29-32.

17When it was more in harmony with his preconceived
symbolical system to change the sequence of the verses,
Offiler did not hesitate to transpose the wvarious symbols
so that he maintained the three dispensations as designated
on his chart (See Appendix B, p. 108).

1850d and His Name, pp. 76=92; God and His Bible, pp.

21"290
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These Three Names are significant of the Godhead
Bodily and express the Tri-unity of the Godhead in a
Triune Name, the LORD=-JESUS=-CHRIST. The LORD=-JESUS=-
CHRIST is the Name of the Godhead Bodily as FATHER-
SON-HOLY SPIRIT.19
Offiler's book, God and His Name, is given primarily to
the development of this proposition concerning the name of

the Trinity.20
IIT. OFFILER'S VIEWS ON WATER BAPTISM

Offiler thought that Jesus commanded baptism "in the
name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"‘(Matthew
28:19), but that the New Testament record indicates that
water baptism, as practiced by the apostolic church, was

always in some form of the name "Lord-Jesus-Christ, "2l

19W. H. Offiler, "The Name of the Holy Spirit"
(Seattle: Bethel Temple Bible School, Oct. 18, 1934),
(Mimeographed.) Cf., God and His Name, chapters Gs 75

20The Assemblies of God disapprove of the applica=-
tion of the name "Lord Jesus Christ" to any person other
than the Son of God. "The appellation, 'Lord Jesus Christ,'
is a proper name. It is never applied, in the New Testa-
ment, either to the Father or to the Holy Ghost. It there-
fore belongs exclusively to the Son of God. (Romans 1l:1-3,
73 2 John 3.)" (General Council of the Assemblies of God,
"Statement of Fundamental Truths," The Pentecostal Evangel,
Number 2487 (January 7, 1962), p. 16); cf., Carl Brumback,
God in Three Persons (Cleveland, Tenn.: Pathway Press,

1959).

2lgod and His Name, pp. 86-106; God and His Bible,
ppo 29, 79"'860
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Offiler's baptismal formula. Offiler recognized that

Christ, in Matthew 28:19, expressly commanded baptism in the
name of "the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
He felt that a denial of this would impeach the entire test-
imony of Jesus Christ. But he also believed that the apos-
tles were directed by the Holy Spirit to baptize in the name
of "Jesus" and its compound forms with "Lord" and "Christ."
If either of these scriptures can be proved to be
wrong, then the entire structure of the Eternal Word must
collapse. But, thank God, neither is wrong, and if
neither is wrong then both must be RIGHT, and if BOTH
records are RIGHT, then BOTH should be used, for ONE
must be synonymous with the OTHER. They must of neces-
sity blend into one another . . . the NAME of the FATHER,
SON, and HOLY GHOST is the LORD-JESUS-CHRIST.Z22
Offiler thought that both the words "Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit" and "Lord-Jesus-Christ" should be employed in
forming the proper baptismal formula. He believed, further,
that "the following order was given to him of the Lord":
According to the words of Jesus Christ, (Matt. 238:19)
and the Revelation of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38, 38316-17;
10:47-48; 19:1-6)
"T baptize thee in the NAME of
The FATHER, and of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST
. the

LORD =-- JESUS =-- CHRIST

22604 and His Name, pp. 91, 923 cf., William Phillips
Hall, A Remarkable Biblical Discovery or "The Name" of God,
According to the Scriptures (New Yorks American Tract
Society, 1929), pp. 62=75.
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into the likeness of His Death, that like as Christ was

raised up from the dead by the Glory of the gather, even
so you also shall walk in newness of life."?

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit in relationship with

Water Baptism. While Offiler followed the Pentecostal tra-

dition in associating the "baptism in the Holy Spirit" with

the glossolalial phenomenon, he seemed to think that there is

some spiritual sense in which the two baptisms both "blend"
into the one baptism spoken of in Ephesians 4s4=7 (ef., I
Corinthians 12:13): "There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us
all, who is above all and through all and in all" (RSV).
Baptism in Water should always be followed by Baptism
with the Holg Spirit, if the candidate has not already
received it.2%
Here he makes a distinction between the two experiences, but
he goes on to says
There is ONE Baptism. Eph. 4:5. Thus Baptism in
Water and Baptism in the Holy Spirit is looked upon as
ONE operation. Witness the Baptism of Jesus in Water
and the Spirit at the same moment. Lk. 3:21, 22. /The/

Baptism of Jesus in Water and the Spirit /occurr at
the same moment. /This ig/ The Perfect example.

23McKnight, "Offiler's Notes," p. 85; cf., God and
His Name, p. 9%. This is the baptismel formula used today
at Bethel Temple and the Little Chapel in Seattle.

2Myeknignt, op. eit.

25Tpid.3 cf., God and His Neme, pp. 9%, 95; God and
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Offiler believed that salvation (being washed in the
blood of Christ by faith) together with water baptism (in the
name Lord-Jesus-Christ) and the baptism in the Holy Spirit
(as evidenced by speaking in tongues) constituted the normal
Christian experience of the New Testament Church, and that
water baptism without a baptism in the Holy Spirit is short
of the New Testameﬁt pattern. He believed that water baptism
is a physical or outward evidence of salvation, and that the
baptism in the Holy Spirit is a gpir<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>