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By Bria Figgins

Valentine 's Day is here, and th e  students a t "N o rth w e s t Bridal College" seem to  e ith e r love o r  hate February 14 th . NU is 
know n fo r  the  phrase " r in g  by spring ;" th e  idea th a t the  students w ill m eet th e ir  special som eone n the  fa ll and be 
engaged by th e  end o f  spring semester.

During o rie n ta tio n  weekend the re  w ere m any hints to  th e  fu tu re  o f  dating here a t NU. M any professors m ade remarks 
th a t all fo llow e d  th e  same style o f  com m ent, "Be w atch fu l o f  w ho  you s it by, th e y  m igh t be you r fu tu re  spouse."

Accord ing to  an artic le  by The W ashington Post, a 2013 Facebook analysis fou nd  th a t th e  to p  25 colleges w here  men 
are m ost like ly  to  m eet th e ir  spouse are a ll private Christian ins titu tions . For 64 pe rcent o f  w om en th e  to p  25 colleges 
w here the y  are m ost like ly to  fin d  a husband are also re lig ious schools. So th e  question is, w ill you  m eet you r tru e  love 
at N orthw est University?

In John 15:12, Jesus com m ands us to  " lo ve  one another, as he has loved us." Here w e have i t  folks, God, him self, te lls 
us to  love. This can include all types o f  love, b u t since it is Valentine 's day, le t's  s tick  to  romance.

Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott bring us th is  w isdom ; "T ru th  be to ld , w e can 't re ly  on som eone else to  com plete  us. N o t even 
ou r spouse. U ltim ate ly , ou r com pulsion fo r  com p le tion  is m e t in  a re la tionsh ip  w ith  God. The m ore w e  lean in to  the  
Holy S p irit fo r  'com p le tion ' th e  hea lth ie r w e become."

It  is so easy to  poke fu n  at Valentine's day and partake in th e  classic "G a lentines day" festiv ities. There is no th ing  w rong 
w ith  th is, bu t w e need to  rem em ber th a t God created love fo r  us, because we, as hum an beings, are n o t m ean t to  be 
alone.

A u th o r and theo log ian  Frederick Buechner s im ila rly  rem inds us o f  th is  sen tim en t, saying "Pay m ind to  you r ow n  life, 
you r ow n health, and wholeness. A  b leed ing he a rt is o f  no help to  anyone i f  i t  bleeds to  death."

So w h e th e r o r no t you  are being showered w ith  rose petals and chocolates, w hich I am  sure on ly  happens in  rom antic  
comedies, and regardless o f  you r re la tionsh ip  status th is  Valentine 's day, rem em ber th a t th e  on ly  tru ly  beautifu l love 
story w e can have is one w ritte n  by God.



I t  you  love th e  idea o t find in g  an NU love story, check o u t th e  N orthw est U niversity A lum ni Facebook page, w here  they 
are fea tu ring  NU love stories. O r send in  you r ow n!

For fu r th e r  reading on re lationships:

https://www.lesandleslie.com/devotions/the-single-sentence/
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