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Editor’s  Note: The following is  the first in a three-part series o f summer book recommendations from professors around campus. This 
week’s  edition comes from some o f the professors in the English department. Stay tuned for part two next weekI

By Jadyn Elias

A s we head toward sunshine and warmer weather, the Northwest University campus Is alive and reaching for the summer months. 
Students have shifted from their dorm rooms to the outdoors; taking walks to the lake, stringing hammocks between trees, and 
dominating the asphalt with their scooters and longboards. Minds turn to summer adventures and time with friends as final exams fast 
approach.

A  break from school will be appreciated, but students shouldn't let their minds be idle! The academic off season can be used for 
spiritual and academic enrichment just as much as the rest of the year, and no one is better at provoking thought than our professors.

We asked a few professors about their favorite books to read in their free time, and they were happy to share! If you find yourself in 
need of inspiration this summer (or just want something to discuss with your favorite prof, when you return in the fall), look no further. 
Please enjoy part 1 of the 2019 summer reading list!

Dr. C lin t Bryan -  Assistan t English Professor

‘Brown Girl Dreaming" by Jacqueline Woodson

Brown Girl Dreaming is a snapshot of Woodson s life in poems. She details growing up in the 1960s and 1970s as an African 
American in South Carolina and New York, and trying to find her place while feeling halfway in between.

“I am planning to take my time this summer going through Jacqueline Woodson's 'Brown Girl Dreaming,' a 2014 Newberry, Coretta 
Scott King, and National Book Award winner that is a memoir told in a series of delightful poems," said Dr. Bryan.

‘ The Calvary Road ’ by Roy Hession

Missionary Roy Hession's writings about the way that God works in the hearts of those who seek Him.

“For spiritual formation, I always recommend that people read this book. This classic discipleship text may seem simple at first, but 
repeated readings remind me how far I need to grow in Christ," said Dr. Bryan



“A  Girl Named Z ippy' by Haven Kimmel

Kimmel grew up with big eyes, big ears, and quick feet, which earned her the nickname “Zippy." In her memoir, she paints the small
town America she grew up in, full of helpful neighbors and post-war innocence.

“If you want a laugh-out-loud funny book that stays wholesome throughout, then read Haven Kimmel’s  'A  Girl Named Zippy.' Who 
knew growing up in Indiana could be so hilarious?" said Dr. Bryan

Professor Joseph McQueen

"Or? the Incarnation" by St. Athanasius

“I love 'On the Incarnation’ because it shows us how the early Christians understood Jesus, not just as an individual man who lived in 
the first century, but as the ultimate reality that sustains the whole of creation," said McQueen.

“Following John and Paul, Athanasius explains that the Father rescues the world in the same way he creates it through Christ the 
Word. If the Father creates through Christ the Word, and then creation becomes corrupted through sin and death, it only makes sense 
that the Father would also rescue us through the Word. So, Christ’s Incarnation—God s rescue mission— is actually a kind of 
'recreation.' Sin and death draw us down into nothingness, but Christ pulls us back into life. He creates us again by calling us out of 
nothingness— just as he did in the beginning."

“In one of my favorite passages, Athanasius describes the fallen creation as a damaged, dirty painting. That painting, moreover, was 
originally made in the image of Christ. So, Christ himself must come to Te-inscribe’ his image on the painting, so that it once again 
reflects him clearly. I don’t have space to quote the passage here, but every time I read it, I find myself slowing down and praying with 
Athanasius's words. And that slow, prayerful, meditative reading— it's sometimes called divine reading or Lectio Divina— is the best 
way to approach these old texts," said McQueen.

Professor Lenae Nofziger

*The Door in the Hedge/’ 'Beauty/' “Rose Daughter/’ and "Spindle's E nd ' by Robin McKinley

“The Door in the Hedge is a collection of four not-particularly-short stories. I am particularly fond of The Princess and the Frog' and 
'The Twelve Dancing Princesses’ in this collection," Nofziger said. “In light of the #metoo movement, I recommend Deerskin,' 
McKinley’s novel-length retelling of a lesser-known tale related to Cinderella; it's grim but ultimately life-affirming. If you want 
something lighter, try McKinley's two novel-length retellings of Beauty and the Beast- Beauty' and Rose Daughter’-o r 'Spindle's End,' 
her take on Sleeping Beauty. Far from being escapist literature, fairy tales like these can teach us how to weather difficult periods with 
hope and dignity. Fairy tales help us experience what J.R.R. Tolkien calls 'the Consolation of the Happy Ending.’ Such consolation, 
Tolkien argues, is not escapist; fairy tales that end happily ever after imitate the Gospel story, and when we read them, we are 
reminded in a vivid and powerful way of our unmerited redemption through Christ."

Dr. Jerem iah Webster:

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

A  revolutionary work of fiction, Jane Eyre follows the growth of Jane and the development of her emotional sensibility, including her 
love for Mr. Rochester.

“Jane is the great heroine of English fiction," said Dr. Webster.

Dune by Frank Herbert

After his family is betrayed, Paul Atreides goes undercover to avenge his family, who possesses the planet Arrakis and its powerful 
sands. Atreides goes on to become the mysterious Muad'Dib, and attain Humankinds most ancient dream.

“Smart science fiction that has done its homework’ and is well versed in literature, theology, philosophy, economics, and politics," said 
Dr. Webster.

Leisure the Basis o f Culture by Josef Pieper

Pieper argues that at the very foundation of every culture, there is leisure. When we forget how to leisure, as much of Western society 
has, we reach for business and distraction and ultimately forget our culture and ourselves.

‘A  blistering critique of the idolatry of ‘work.’ Pieper contends that we are made for leisure -  a leisure that draws us ineffably into the 
presence of God,” said Dr. Webster
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