morph into legalism), but it allows us flexibility. It allows us to assert that there are
those who appear to be Christians but eventually choose another path because
their heart was not right. Likewise, there are those who, like David, have a God-
oriented heart, despite struggling with serious sin. We can have a means of
attaining both eternal security and present assurance, while simultaneously
working out our faith with fear and trembling, assessing our actions and living with
a contrite and repentant heart. We submit and follow not because we lose our
salvation if we don't, but because we are compelled by a love for God and a
true preference for his way over ours. He implants in us a preference for him, who
accepls us as we are but gives a new nature, so that, in him, we can become who
he wants us to be. We were created and reconciled by him for the sake of
community, in order that, by willfully striving (by his grace) to be conformed to his
image, we can bring glory and henor to our worthy Lord, our loving Father, and

our sovereign King
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